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A \VORD FROM THE EDITOR 

FEZANA JOURNAL is a periodical designed particularly to satisfy a fundamental 
need - that of disseminating information from the Zoroastrian to the Zoroastrian. History is 
a relation of incidents in continuity of time. This often relates to a particular people. 

This periodical, we believe, will evolve from a foundation of mutual trust and 
respect, for assimilation of information about the global progress of the 'Zoroastrian 
People', of this continent. 

This record shall be as accurate, objective, and unbiased as it is humanly possible. 
It shall be done in a manner so as to capture and captivate the 'Spirit of Asha' that pervades 
through the revelations of our beloved prophet Zarathushtra, and be disseminated in the 
same spirit to bring enlightenment to the adherents. 

JEHANBAGLI 
EDITOR 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. A chair of learning will be sponsored by Bombay Parsee Panchayat at the 
University of Bombay, in memory of late Dasturji Navroz Dinshaw Minocher­
Homji. 

2. Next World Zoroastrian Conress is being planned for January 1990 in Bombay, 
India. 

� THE PUBLICATION OF THE FEDERATION OF ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

FELLOW ZOROASTRIANS AND FRIENDS: 

In the course of history, when a common purpose is self evident to groups of people, an 
organization is formed. In the 50 _years that Zoroastrians have settled in North America, our 
community has grown in numbers. Our community has come of age and matured. And our 
community has prospered. We are proud to say, that across the United States and Canada, we now 
have 17 registered Zoroastrian Associations and 6 Darbe Mehrs. But with this growth, came the 
need to coordinate our efforts. There came the need to pool our resources. There came the need to 
work together, in unity, on common concerns and common goals. And so it was, that the 
Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America, or FEZANA was born. 

Our success in North America is in your hands. Given our tremendous potential, there is 
nothing that can impede our progress, except three worst enemies: A TIRITION, INTERNAL 
DISSENSION and APATHY. 

The gradual decline in our numbers due to A TTRffiON in the old countries has reached 
alarming proportions. It is my suspicion that we in North America are not entirely immune. An 
examination of our demographics will, in all probability reveal a reproductive rateless than what is 
necessary to maintain our numbers. Self preservation is all important. This responsibility is not 
clearly understood. We must recognize that each one of us shoulders an awesome responsibility. 
A responsibility for the continuance of our faith, which has given so much to humanity. Each and 
every single living Zoroastrian bears this burden. 

INTERNAL DISSENSIONS are disastrous. There are no outside forces battering down 
upon us. We live in countries that provide the greatest religious freedom. The dangers are from 
within. We should develop a common goal and direction. We should work steadfastly together, in 
a spirit of mutual respect and comradarie, with COOPERATION NOT CONFRO:t--.7 A TION. 

Our third major concern is APA THY, a legacy of the past. Perhaps it may have been a 
formula for survival in the old countries, but not anymore. We have to step out of it, or else apathy 
will consume us. We have no natural leaders. We have no hierarchical church structures, we have 
no Pope to lead us. We have to lead ourselves. If we are to progress, you must break your long 
silence. You must make your voices heard. FEZANA gives you the platform and the voice to 
make your wishes known. Get involved. 

The goal of FEZANA is to draw upon the very best talents and resources from among the 
Zoroastrians of North America, and to coordinate and channel this potential productively, towards a 
Zoroastrian Renaissance. There is tremendous potential in our people. We have a power house of 
almost 10,000 intelligent, resourceful Zoroastrian individuals in North America. This human 
resource is like a dormant volcano, but it rumbles from time to time. All that energy is just waiting 
to be unleashed. 

We have a tremendous potential in our people. And FEZANA is our effort to channel that 
resource. FEZANA will grow and nourish if you make it so. Without your support, it will be for 
nothing. We have work to do. In our lifetime, in your lifetime, we have to build a strong 
foundation. Just as we have done in our mother countries, so also, we have to build a base here 
such that one day the word ZOROASTRIAN in North America will be synonymous with 
Goodness, Integrity, Industry and Charity. Our faith in Ahura Mazda is our guarantee that it will be 
so. 



DONATIONS TO FEZANA 

Our first donation came from none other than Jim Jagus of Pittsburgh. Our sincere 
thanks to Jim and his family for such a generous donation. 

The annual dues receivable from each association are a fixed amount of $25 or $50 
plus $1.00 per individual paid-up member of the association. These monies will add up to 
about $3,000.00 annually. 

This hardly provides the financial basis needed for the great array of actions 
planned by the Federation. Our Treasurer, Framroze Patel and the Chairperson for the 
Funds and Finance Committee, Ms. Kamal Tangra will shortly initiate a campaign for 
mobilizing finances. Please respond generously to their efforts. 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AT K.R. CAMA ORIENTAL INSTITUTE 

The K.R. Cama Oriental Institute is venturing on its First International Congress 
which is to be held from January 5-8, 1989, in Bombay, India. The scope of this 
Congress is Indo-Iranian Historical and Cultural Studies. Nearly thirty scholars from India 
and abroad are expected to contribute papers and attend. The fields covered, will be 
archeology, numismatics, art, architecture, language, mythology, religion, philosophy, and 
history up to the 18th Century. 

In an effort to mobilize financial resources, the Institute invites donations and 
sponsorship. Your check should be made out to: 

Address: 

K.R. Cama Oriental Institute-International Congress 

136, Bombay Samachar Marg 
Fort, Bombay 400023 



In June 1987, FEZANA was incorporated as a not-for-profit religious organization; 
dues were collected; and the election of officers ensued. The elected Officers serve as 
administrators and executors. They have no voting rights. They are the Executive branch. 
The power of decision lies, not at the top, but at the base. The power lies in each and every 
one of you, through your Associations. Each Member Association is allocated from 1 to 5 
votes depending on the size of its membership. Votes may be turned in as percentages, to 
reflect the true wishes of its individual members. Each and every one of you has a voice, 
and each and every one of you will set the direction for FEZANA. The objectives of 
FEZANA are realized through the Committees. FEZANA has currently defined 9 
Committees, but additional Committees will be formed as needed. 

The committee and the corresponding chairperson are as follows: 

1) Coordination and Planning - Mr. Homi Homji (CANADA). 
2) Zoroastrian Unity and Welfare - Mr. Kaemarz Dotiwala (USA). 
3) Information Receiving and Dissemination/Journal - Dr. Jehan Bagli (USA). 
4) Funds and Finance - Ms. Kamal Tengra (USA). 
5) Census and Survey - :Mr. Farrokh Dastur (USA). 
6) Youth - Mr. Darius Captain (USA). 
7) Education, Conference and Scholarship - Prof. Kaikhosrov Irani (USA). 
8) North American Zoroastrian Congress - Mr. Sam Vesuna (CANADA). 
9) Service to small groups of N. American Zoroastrians - Mr. Firdosh Mehta 

(CANADA). 

It is critical that we channel this energy, and work with a single-mindedness of 
purpose to achieve our goals. Vle need to build a sound organizational structure, so we can 
work in teams, across the communities, for the collective good. It is our hope that 
FEZANA will provide the support structure to facilitate the work that lies ahead. 

Let us resolve to stand united. Let us resolve to work in a spirit of 
COOPERA TIO� :KOT CONFRO:'.';TATIO:'.';. Let us resolve to proceed with mutual trust 
and respect. Let us resolve to make our decisions today based on issues not personalities. 

ROHINTON RIVETNA 



AN ANNOUNCEHENT 

FEZANA IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT IT HAS ACCEPTED 
THE INVITATION OF THE ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
HOUSTON TO HOST THE SEVENTH NORTH AHERICAN ZOROAS-

TRiAN CONGRESS IN 1990. 

WANTED A HOST ASSOCIATION 

The Zoroastrian Assoc lat I on of Br it i sh Co 1 umbia has 
regrettably declined to hold the 1989 Youth Congress In 
Vancouver. So FEZANA is looking for another host Association! If 
any one of our Hember Associations would be interested and 
willing to host such a Congress next year, please contact Hrs. 
Dolly Dastoor (3765 Malo Street, Brossard, P.Q. J4Y 184; 
telephone: (514) 656-2036). 

A ZOROASTRIAN CENTRE .lli WASHINGTON 

Zoroastrians In Washington have begun to feel the need for a 
Darbe Mehr and the dedication and determination of the corrrnunity 
wil 1 very well see this need realized. It deserves the attention 
of all North American Zoroastrians - a Darbe Mehr in Washington 
could well become a "national" place of pilgrimage and worship -
and gives us an opportunity to poo 1 in our resources and work 
towards achieving this objective. 

In Washington Zoroastrians we have an unusual blend of 
extremely talented and young energetic persons, and even though 
they are such a small group - about 100 - their activities rival 
most of the other associations. A Oarbe Mehr would then become 
the focal point of this v I ta 1 commun I ty. They have both the 
potent i a 1 and the ab i 1 i ty to make this happen. The f mmed I ate 
need is to purchase a property but estimates run high, between 
$65,000 and $85,000 for land only. It Is remarkable that the 
Association has been able to collect $40,000 so far from Its 
small membership, but this is hardly sufficient to fund such a 
major undertaking. 

Since at the last North American Zoroastrian Congress held 
in Toronto, April 1988, special mention was made by a number of 
speakers about the need for a Oarbe Hehr in Washington, and the 
Idea was well received, FEZANA has adopted ft as one of Its action 
I terns. And In do Ing so this has become a North Amer I can 



Zoroastrian project and any contribution and support from 
ind iv i dua 1 s or member assoc I at ions wf 11 be gratefu 11 y accepted 
and appreciated. 

So far suggestions received relate mostly to the design of 
the building -- with a central "Goombez" In the true Zoroastrian 
model and a vlsltor•s··gallery with Zoroastrian artifacts on 
di sp 1 ay. But if you have any other thoughts or suggestions on 
helping the Association see this project to completion, please 
comnunicate them either to FEZANA or to the Zoroastrian 
Association of Metropolitan Washington, 4524 Weyburn Drive, 
Annandale, VA 22003, U. S. A. let us al 1 help the Washington 
Zoroastrians see the realization of their dream. 

***** 

A PARLJAHENT OF WORLD RELIGIONS 

A Council for a Parliament of World Religions has recently 
been formed as an interfaith group to prepare for a Parliament of 
World Religions to be held in 1993 to commemorate and extend the 
principles of the original Parliament of Religions held In 
Chicago in 1893! The Council hopes to promote an awareness of 
the orig i na 1 Par l i ament and to broaden the spirit of harmony 
among all religions. 

At the 1893 Parliament, Zoroastrians were well represented: 
Hiss Sorabji read Jivanji Hodi's "The Religious System of the 
Par sees," and Erv ad Sheri ar j i Dadabha i Bharucha, a Zoroastrian 
scho 1 ar, presented a paper to the Congress ent it 1 ed "A Brief 
Sketch of the Zoroastrian Religion and Customs." 

It is interesting to note that the Charter of this 
organization is very s i mi l ar to that of FEZANA, and that both 
Roshan and Rohinton Rivetna are very active in the organization 
of this Parliament, which promises to play a crucial role in the 
interfaith dialogue between the East and the West. 

As recommended by FEZANA's Annual General Meeting (April 1, 
1988) Hr. Rivetna will represent FEZANA on the planning 
committee and attend the celebrations on our behalf. 



fEZANA'S FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL HEETING 

FEZANA's first Annual General Meeting was held 1n Toronto, 
Ontario, on April 1, 1�88, In conjunction with the Sixth North 
American Zoroastrian Congress sponsored by the Zoroastrian 
Society of Ontario. The fol lowing member associations were 
represented at the meeting: 

Zoroastrian Association of Alberta 
Zoroastrian Association of Greater Boston 
Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia 
Zoroastrian Association of California 
California Zoroastrian Centre 
Zarthoshti Anjuman of Northern California 
Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan Chicago 
Zoroastrian Association of Houston 
Zoroastrian Association of Greater New York 
Zoroastrian Society of Ontario 
Zoroastrian Association of Pennsylvania 
Zoroastrian Association of Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey 
Zoroastrian Association of Quebec 
Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan Washington 

Mr. Roh i nton R i vetna in his we I come address ca 11 ed for a 
united approach towards common concerns and responsibilities and 
hoped that by working together harmoniously and with mutual trust 
wise decisions would be taken and that FEZANA's support structure 
would facil it.ate the work that lies ahead. He described FEZANA's 
organizational structure and stressed the important role Its 
various standing committees would play in furthering FEZANA's 
goal. He then announced and introduced the five elected 
Executive Officers of FEZANA: 

Mr. Rohinton Rivetna (Chicago) PRES IDENT 
Hr. Horni Homji (Ontario) V ICE PRES IDENT 
Mr. Freddy Patel (New York) TREASURER 
Hrs. Dolly Dastoor (Quebec) SECRETARY 
Miss Sabar Balsara (Ontario) ASS ISTANT SECRETARY 

Delegates of member associations Introduced themselves and 
their delegations and read messages from their associations. 

Since the Treasurer, Mr. Freddy Patel, was unable to attend 
the meeting, Mr. Rivetna presented the statement of accounts and 
rece I pt s up to Apr I 1 1 , 1988. The meet Ing agreed that FEZANA' s 
fiscal year end on March 31, and that membership fees for 1988 be 
called for now from member associations. The Treasurer's report 
was duly adopted: proposed by Ness Lakdawalla (Quebec) and 
seconded by F lrdosh Mehta (Alberta). 



The meet f ng d I scussed the s 1 ate of Standing Committees as 
proposed by the President. Some discussion followed: questions 
were asked about "small groups," the function of the proposed 
Advisory Committee, and the general appo t nt Ing and form l ng of 
such committees. The President explained that he had the power 
to appoint ad hoc committees. However, the meet Ing f e 1 t 
that the work of such �committees should not overlap with the 
work of individual associations. Jt was also agreed that the 
Conference of Mobeds should not be a part of FEZANA's standing 
committees. Jn a motion proposed by Ness Lakdawal la (Quebec) 
and seconded by Sam Vesuna (Ontario) the slate of committees 
proposed (without the Seminary Project ad hoc committee and 
the Advisory Committee) was accepted. 

The Charters (Terms of Reference) of the various Standing 
Committees were then reviewed and discussed. Jt was agreed that 
al 1 Committee Charters, together with budget estimates, reach 
FEZANA by May 1 ,  after which the Executive Officers would discern 
any overlaps in them. It was also recommended that the 
guide l i nes be broadbased object Ives and not deta i 1 ed funct Ions 
and that they be reviewed each year. 

A suggestion that a Counc i 1 of E 1 ders be created was a 1 so 
discussed. It was agreed that such "elders" be Invited to help 
and guide and act as resource persons. 

The Conveners of the Special Interest Groups -- Yezdi Antia 
for the Mobeds Group and Putli Mirza and Jaloo Cooper for the 
Re 1 i g i ous Education Group presented a brief report of their 
discussions to the meeting. 

FEZANA's next Annual General Meeting would be held In 1 989, 
and Montreal and Edmonton were suggested as possible venues. 

NOTE: The i nv i tat ion of the Zoroastrian Association of 
Quebec has s i nee been accepted and the second Annua 1 Genera 1 
Meeting is therefore scheduled for the Easter weekend, March 24-
26, 1 989, in Montreal, Quebec. 

***** 

A Conference of Mobeds of North America is also being 
planned at the same time as the Annual General Meeting (March 24-
26, 1 989) in Montreal, Quebec. In the meanwhile, member 
associations are urged to submit to FEZANA the names and 
addresses of Mobeds residing in their area. Every effort will be 
made to reach al l Mobeds in North Amer I ca for their views, 
thoughts and recommendations. It Is hoped that such Conferences 
of Mobeds w i 1 1  eventual l y become a cont I nu i ng and permanent 
feature. More information of this Conference wl 1 1  be 
forthcoming. 



THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUcnJRE 01' f'El.ANA 

COW,flITEES 

(WOl<KING BODIIS) 

HISTORY A:\D STRUCTURE OF FEZANA 

The thought had been brewing for many years. Our visionary colleagues Dr. Jehan 
Bagli, Homi Homji, and Lovji Cama have each laid the groundwork for such an umbrella 
organization. The final impetus was provided at the Fifth North American Zoroastrian 
Congress, in Los Angeles, on September 2, 1985, when Farangis Shahrokh, with her 
characteristic foresight, proposed the formation of the Federation to the assembly of over 
400 Zoroastrians present. The proposal was accepted by an over-whelming majority of the 
assembly, and the mandate to write the Constitution and to coordinate the fom1ation of the 
Federation, was given to J\1r. Rohinton Rivetna. 

In November 1985, an early draft of the Constitution was prepared. The 
Constitution went through several iterations, culminating in the 3-day "Constitution 
Convention" held in Chicaro, in Mav, 1986. The final version dated November 15, 1986 
was accepted, and signed b)1 16 of tl{e 17 Associations of North America. 



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF RELIGION TO VISIT A DARBE-MEHR 

Plans are being geared into place for the members of the American Academy of 
Religion to visit the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe-Mehr at Hinsdale during the Annual 
Meeting ( 12-22 November) to be held in Chicago. 

The Zoroastrian and Iranian Religion Seminar will have as its focus - : "The 
Interpretations of the Gathas". Auditors are welcome and may register for that one day of 
the AAR Sessions. Interested Zoroastrians in the vicinity may attend the meeting of that 
program unit. 

TO THE EXECUTIVES 

- ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF !\ORTH AMERICA 

It is of utmost importance to initiate a uniform system of recording marriage, 
navjote and funeral ceremonies on this continent. This record shall be of immense utility 
for posterity. 

Enclose.cl herev.ith are three forms suggested for these occasions. Please make 
copies of these forms or their equivalent available to all the practicing mobe<ls in your 
respective area. 

Copies of these documents duly completed should be maile<l to the Chainnan of 
Census and Survey Committee of FEZANA: 

Mr. Farrokh Dastur 
452 S. Saltair Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 U.S.A. 
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NAVJOTE FORM 

NAME OF CHILD: 
------------------

NAME OF PARENTS: _________________ _ 

RELIGION: FATHER 

FATHER 

MOTHER 

-----------

MOTHER ___________________________ _ 

AGE OF CHILD: ________ _ 

DATE OF BIRTH: _________ _ 

SIG.�'ATVRE OF OFFICIAT/l\'G 

MOB ED: _____________________________ _ 

DA TE: ______________________________ _ 

PLACE: _____________________________ _ 





MARRIAGE FORM 

FIRST M1DDLE LAST 

/\'A ME: WIFE (MA IDEN) ______________ _ 

A DDRESS :---------------------------------------------------------­

H VS BA J\r D ---------------------------------------------------------

ADDRES S :  _____________________________________________________________ _ 

DA TE OF £!\'TRY IN USA :  WIFE: ______ HVSBAND: ______ _ 

DA TE OF BIR TH: 

DA TE OF MA RRIA GE: 

RELIGION: WIFE 

SIGl\'A TURE: 

WIFE: _______ HUSBAND: _______ _ 

ll US BA ND ______________ _ 

H 'J FE : ___________________________ S/Gl','A TURE OF:  ______________________ _ 
OFFICIA TISG MOBED 

lJ c.; SB A l\"D : ________________________ _ DA TE: _______________________ _ 

PLA CE : ________________________________ _ 





FUNERAL FORM 

NA ME OF DECEASED: 

A GE :  

FIRST MIDDLE LAST 
-----

CA l../ SE OF DEM IS E:  ----------------------------------------------

l\A .'1E(S) OF /\'EXT OF KIN: -----------------------------

A D  I> RESS : ______ --------------------------------------------------------

SIG.\A Tl..'RE OF OFFICIA T/1\'G 

DA TE 

I'LACE 




