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ll THE ZOROASTRIAN FAlllt TRULY UNIVERSAL? 

Rohfnton Rlvetna, President of fEZANA, fn addressing the question of the 
universality of Zoroastrianism reports to the Journal that "our representat
ion at the Council for a Parliament of World Relfglons (CPWR) has brought us 
In contact with eccllastlcs from various other faiths. No ecclesfate from · 
the other faiths feels threatened fn the slightest way by our religion. One 
may discern a reason for this acceptance; the most obvious is the fact that 
ff one looks at any of the major religions one recognizes a certain affinity 
towards Zoroastrianism. Coornon threads that link Zoroastrianism with ,almost 
every major faith are apparent; perhaps there fs no other faith that shares 
so much in conmon with so many other faiths." Hr. Rlvetna feels strongly 
that the question of universality ts worthy-of a detailed study. furthermore, 
ft must be recognized that answers to this question wfl1 have a strong fmpact 
on the Interaction of non-Zoroastrians with the religion of Zarathosht. It 
is crucial, therefore, to look for an objective answer to this question. 

Rfvetna further notes t�.at "recently through the CPWR we have made pre
sentations at various churches In the Chicago area. The Epiphany, celebrated 
by most Anglican churches on January 6 each year, conrnemorates the manifest
ation of Christ as the Son of God to the three Wfse Hen of the East who came 
to Bethleham to pay their homage to the Infant Christ. It fs generally 
believed that these 'three royal visitors' from the East were the Hagf. 'Hagi' 
fn the history of Persia refers to the name of a median tribe of early Baby
lonia. We are told that this tribe consisted of the most learned people, who 
were the performers of the sacred rituals of the early organized religion of 
the time, and were considered as the servants of God. When Zoroastrianism 
came to Western Iran, the Hagl absorbed Its basic concepts, took control of 
its ritualistic acts and became the forerunners of the Zoroastrian priesthood. 
"As Zoroastrians we are considered to be the descendants of the Hagl," Rlvetna 
notes, "and our presence among them (the congregation of churches) brings a 
special meaning to their services at the time of the Epiphany." 

He then addresses the question: "If' they (the Magi) were Zoroastrians, 
where did they come from?" The answer to this question fs not quite so sfmple. 
One notices In the Encyclopaedia Am!.t,lcana (1956 edition) that the term 
Magi was also used as a generic term for the astrologers In the eastern parts 
of' the world. This fs also noted In the Book Matthew (Ch. 2.1) where ft says: 
"Astrolgers from eastern parts came to Jerusalem saying, 'where Is the one 
born King of the Jews' for we saw his star ••• '"• A program entitled Wonder 
Star put together by the Chicago Planetarl1.m ts always screened over the 
Christmas season - ft speak of a 'Zor0,9strlan connection', states Rlvetna. 
The astronomer Involved In this progranrne Is Interested to further explore and 
learn more about this 'Zoroastrian Connection.' 
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While we look for the answer to this specific question, the broader 
question of the universality of Zoroastrianism must not escape our minds and 
discussions. The Hobeds of North America have an obligation to the ,oroas
trfan conmunlty on this continent to reveal to them a greater understanding 
of the aspect of the religion. They have to study the universal versus the 
ethnic religions, and discuss this topic among themselves. An attempt should 
be made to extract from the Gathas the reasons for the universality of the 
Hessage of the Prophet Zarathushtra. This study should be extended to the 
scriptures of the younger Avesta and to our everyday prayers. It Is also 
Important to pose the question In reverse and ask: ts there any evidence In 
the scriptures to support the fact that the religion of Zarathosht Is not 
unive�sal? If the Hobeds of North America have the desire and the aspirat
ion to control the destiny of our religion on this continent, they have to 
do much more than the performance of rituals. They must find answers to the 
questions posed by the laity and particularly by the Zoroastrian youth of 
the emerging generation. 

Editor 
FEZANA Journal 

•••••••••• 

GUIDELINES FOR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS: A Review 

A pamphlet published by the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario (Z.S.O.) 
under the title "Suggestions and Guidelines for Funeral Arrangements of 
Zoroastrians" provides adequate Information for members of the conmunity to 
cope with a situation created by the demise of a loved member of the family. 
The guidelines are sub-divided Into seven sections as follows: 

(a) Traditional Zoroastrian Customs and Requirements 
(b) The Attending Physician 
(c) The Director of the Funeral Home 
(d) Funeral Arrangements and Costs 
(e) Arrangements available with z.s.o. 

(f) Hobeds available for services 
(g) Volunteers available for assistance 

Each of the sections deals elaborately with the Information needed. For 
example, section (a) describes in detail how to prepare the body for 'lying 
In state.• An outstanding omission In section A.1 Is the absence of a mention 
that the Patet prayer should be recited either by the person or by a relative 
wherever possible. The 'Ashem Vohu' Is, however, a logical replacement. 
Sections (b), (c) and (d) are quite adequate in their description of the items 
they handle. The information provided In sections (e}, (f) and (g) is speci
fic for the residents of Ontario. 

An attempt should be made under the auspices of FEZANA to broaden these 
sections. Contributions from Zoroastrian AnJumans on this continent provid
ing respective Information and Including this In a second edition can make 
this type of booklet of greater use across the continent. In an effort to 
Improve the understanding of the conmunlty, on the doctrinal Implications 
behind the rituals, this publication should also Include some Information 
along those lines. 
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Earlier three articles were published In Gavashnf In which much of 
this Information was Included. They were: 

1. Traditional rituals for a deceased Zoroastrian 
(Gavashnl, September 1979) 

2. Traditional Rituals following the disposal of a deceased 
(Gavashnl, December 1979) 

3. Adaptation of traditional rituals for deceased Zoroastrians 
on this continent (Gavashnl, June 1980). 
This describes In a stepwise manner which rituals can be adopted 
fn North America. 

Coples of this pamphlet are available with the Zoroastrian Society of 
Ontario (3590 Bayview Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario H2H 3S6) and are priced at 
$1.00 each. 

Editor 
FEZANA Journal 

•••••••••• 

MR. FARSHJD SALAMATJ SPEAKS ABOUT THE RESETTLEMENT OF ZOROASTRIANS: 

"Finally, after about ten months of active negotiations, we have signed 
an agreement with the United States State Department which enables us to bring 
fellow Zoroastrians stranded In India and Pakistan Into the U.S.A. Before 
I tell you of this work, I wish to sincerely thank all of those who laboured 
together to bring about this agreement. 

A spirit of co-operation has brought the prograrmie this far and only 
mutual helpfulness will carry It further. Perhaps I can claim that this plan, 
ff ft achieves Its goal, may be the first united effort of our U.S. Zoroas
trian corrmunlty. Having the U.S. Government agree to Interview up to 120 of 
our brethren In India and Pakistan and grant them refuge here If they meet 
certain conditions is only the first step; we hope their successful resettle
ment will bring official approval and allow us to request further considerat
ion for those others similarly stranded in other countries. 

All of you will share and play a role In this and In future prograrmies. 
If you wish to see our corrmunlty survive, let us Join hands, and plan our 
future together • ••• Ten months of Intense negotiations with the U.S. Govern
ment has led to an official recognition of Zoroastrians as a minority people. 
The process towards this acknowledgement Involved many officials requesting 
Information about Zoroastrian history, creative enterprises In other countries 
such as India, as well as about Individual Zoroastrians' successes In Industry 
and the work place after their migration to the U.S.A. The State Department 
forwarded all of our documents to a six-member conrnlttee whose members repre
sented the Department of Justice, Immigration and Naturalization, Library of 
Congress and the State Department. These governmental agencies and other 
offices affiliated with the State Department studied our papers, received 
petitions from University professors and scholars and from Involved Zoroas
trians who wrote letters to Senators, contacted Governors, and even at the 
last stages before the fnauguratfon of President Bush, sent a final appeal to 
President Reagan requesting hfm to Intercede on our behalf. All this has led to 
the fact that today we now have a signed agreement In our hands. I request that 
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you demonstrate support and co-operation In order to show the Government of the 
U.S.A that we are an active, socially united, and progressive community." 

And on the same subject of the Iranian Zoroastrian Resettlement Progranllle, Hr. 
Rohlnton Rlvetna, President of FEZANA, appeals to the Zoroastrian conmuntty 
of North America to continue to fulfill Its commlttment tn two Important 
areas: sponsorship and funds. "We hope the Zoroastrian sptrlt will shine 
through once again, and our community members wtll come forth In Jarge numbers 
to support this cause. We, who have settled and prospered In North America can 
use this opportunity to give back a small fraction of the bounties we enjoy 
to help other fellow Zoroastrians start a new ltfe. The rewards will far 
outweigh the small sacrlftces on our part." 

• • • • • 

COUNCIL FOR A PARLIAMENT OF WORLD RELIGIONS: 

An earlier Issue of the Journal had nottced the 1893 World Parliament of 
Religions and Zoroastrtan participation In It. It was an event In American 
Religious History, marking the first slgntflcant encounter between Christianity 
and the religions of the East on a common ground. The Council's membership Is 
qufte lmpresstve and Includes FEZANA, wtth Rohlnton Rlvetna as our represent
ative. An Inter-Faith Remembrance Service organized by the Worship Committee 
of the Counctl and hosted by the Zoroastrtan Assoctatton of Metropolitan 
Chicago, wtll be held on Hay 28, 1989, at 3: 00 p.m. at the Arbab Rustom Gulv 
Oarbe Mehr, 8615 Meadowbrook Drive, Hinsdale, IL. The progranvne Includes a 
Zoroastrian Prayer Ceremony, Readings from the Christian Tradition, Hindu Puja 
Worship, Zen Buddhist Hedftatlon with Flutist, Islamic Readings and Chanting, 
Readings from the Jewish Tradition, African Orun Service. 

• • • • • • 

AN OMISSION REGRETTED: 

The Journal gratefully acknowledges Hrs. Dina Hclntrye's efforts with 
the preparation of the sunmary of talks given during the Zoroastrian Seminar, 
conducted under the auspices of the American Academy of Religion, last Novem
ber, fn Chicago, and which was reported In our last Issue. 

• • • • • 

HELPING HANDS NETWORK: 

Grateful thanks to Heher Amalsad and the "Helping Hands Network" for 
raising $1720.00 fn a very short time for their first project - assisting a 
Chfcago Zoroastrfan to meet surgery and post-surgery expenses. Donations 
from the following Zoroastrians are very gratefully acknowledged. 

Hrs. Roshan Hotlwala 
Kateyun & Hehr Amalsad 
Hs. Saghar Javanshfr 
Hr. Farshld Sohrabi 
Susan & Parvlz Varjavand 
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$ 50.00 
$ 21.00 
$ 30.00 
$ 20.00 
$100.00 



Azfta Yeganegf 
R. & P. Zartoshty 
S.J. & Pearline Collector 
K.O. & S.K. Mama 
Narla and Yazdl RustomJI 
Sanober and Hlnoo Baria 
Yasmin and Noshlr Hedhora 
Or. Janet Allen & Or. Farrokh 

Mlstree 
A. R. Desai 
Nina & flroze Jal Heher-HomJI 
Roshan and Rumf FramJee 
Roshnl & Jamshed Hobed 
Hr. & Hrs. J.S. Cama 
Zarlne & Jiran Co1abawalla 
Phlroozhy & Aspy JamshedJf 
Parsi Friends 
V. & S. Kalkobad 

$ 50.00 (Canadian) 
$200.00 (Canadian) 
$ 75.00 
$ 51.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 11.00 

$ 25.00 
$100.00 
$ 10.00 
$100.00 
$ 15.00 
$ 25.00 
$ 25.00 
$ 25.00 
$ 32.00 
$ 20.00 

• • • • • 

THE SEVENTH NORTH AMERICAN ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS, 1990: 

The Zoroastrian Association of Houston has taken up the challenge this 
time to host the next Congress. A Comnlttee has been set up to work on the 
details of the Congress. Suggestions have been made at past Congresses that 
the format of the Congress be made more participatory. The comnunlty at large 
appears to be ready for dls�ussions on Issues facing us fn North America. 
Your thoughts and suggestions will be very welcome. Please direct your 
comnents to Hrs. Ohunmal Dalal, Chairperson of the FEZANA Congress Conmlttee, 
2906 Elvlda Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90049. Telephone: (213) 476-7837. 

• • • • • 

THE SECOND NORTH AMERICAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE: 

Hosted by the Zoroastrian Youth Group of Houston and FEZANA, the confer
ence Is scheduled to be held from June 30- July 4, 1989, at the Catholic 
Retreat In Dickenson, Texas. The Conference theme Is "Zoroastrian Crossroads: 
Visions and Decisions In the New World," and the agenda Includes sessions 
which will deal with the Basic Philosophy of the Zoroastrian Religion, Facing 
Evil/Embracing Goodness, Internalizing Zoroastrianism for Dally Life In the 
New World, and Zoroastrian Family Values and Identification of my Personal 
Philosophy. Small workshops are also being planned. And the organizer say 
ft Is not all work - and no play ••• they promise five fun-filled days of 
Zoroastrian Interaction: together with discussions and workshops, there will 
be beach parties, barbecues, social mixers, games and much more� A registrat
ion fee of $80.00 (US) per person will Include boarding, lodging and meals 
for the four days. More Information Is available either with your local 
association or by writing to the Zoroastrian Association of Houston. 

• • • • • 
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THE LOVE Of TRUTH .IN ANCIENT DAN 
by 

Stamey 1m1e.re 

Yale Univenity 

Herodotus, the Greek historian who was a contemporary of 
the greilt king Dariw of ancient Iran, wrote in his remark· 
able bis1ol)' that the Pe:sians esteemed the truth aboYe aD 
things. He went on to say, speaking with great respect, tbat 
the Persians bold it unlawful to speak of anythina which is 
unlawful to do, and acxording to their thinldng, the most 
disgraccful thing in the world is to tdl a lie. 1bis w:nera
tioo of the tJVth among the ancient lraniam was indeed 
their most noteworthy feature, and throughout the history 
of the land, there was not a single foreigner who came to 
l'isit or to live among them who wu not strikingly 
impressed by the Jove and RSpCd of truth in that countt)', 
Through the passage of centuries, in the works of On:eks, 
Oiinesc, Indians and Arabs, this Jove and respect for the 
tnitb is mentioned endless times as perhaps the remarkable 
trait of all lraniam. 
What these foreign visitors wrote was DO myth, DO 
embroidery upon hearsay, or rumor, no pipe dream_of their 
own arising from the lack of ethic or moral principles in 
their own countries. Recent evidc:oce has shown us that 
tnitb was indeed associated with the spirit and life of the 
ancient Pcmans in such an intimate fashion that we our
selves today must mke _ �ous note of the bono� and 
i.'?lportant ro!e it played in their world. I am rdemng here 
to the archaeological records unearthed during the past few 
decades in the excavations at P�• in Iran. 

These n:cords are naturally of great interat to tbc 
economic and political scholar because they represent the 
accounts of the different sons of wares and products stored 
at the treasury and fortress of the Achaemcnid kings, thole 
royal rulers who founded and maintained a vast and powc:r• 
ful empire throughout the Near East that endured from the 
6th through the 4th CentUJ)' B. C. But, to ailtural and 
religious scholars these records from Persepolis offc:z equal 
fascination, duefly because the tablets containina dlCIC 
economic records arc also accompanied by the names of the 
officials who were in charge of these inventories and their 
distribution. There arc some 1500 such names contained in 
the tablets - names not of kinp or pri.nccs, nor priests and • · 
judges; simply names of minor officials and, dt::b � 
oven.aw the ware:& in the storehouses. Herem ties their 
importance: they pve us a aJimpse into the IOdaJ comti
tucnc:y of the common people, much u the names con
tained in the old records of towns and Yillages aDow us to 
see the composition and character of the aoaety of early 

• Stulcy lml• 1ffl. All ripll r..-
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communities. 
Remarkably, more than 75 of these names contain the 
word truth. We eDCOW1ter men called 'Protector of truth' 
(anapana), 'l.ovc:r of truth' (ana.tamo), 'Trufh.m.indcd' 
(anamanala), �ng the splendour of truth' (arta/ar
nala), 'Delighting in truth' (anazJta), 'Pillar of truth' 
(anastima), 'Prospering the truth' (artafr&Ja), 'Having the 
nobility of tnJth' (artalumara), in addition to a variety of 
othen of similar composition. When we look further and 
find other fdlows arc named 'Strong u a bone' (a.rpau-
1ra), 'Sweet smelling' (lud,aodi), 'Little hero' (viraka), 
'Having good fame' (u.fOllala), 'Winning a good prize' 
(luuru"!da), and the like, we realize at once how singular are 
the names containing the word truth. 

By this I intend the following. If the majority of other 
names arc built with elemems signifyina horses, heroes, 
fame, wealth, prizes, good fortune and all those other 
desirable things which parents wish for their children when 
they are born, then the great many ttutb-name:s show us 
that there were many parents who believed it was more 
important for their children to love the truth, uphold the 
tnJtb, prosper the truth, delight in the truth, and 10 forth, 
rather than to simply seek after material benefits in this 
world. The name chosen by parents for their children often 
expresses a wish, and the predominanc:e of truth-names 
among the Old Persian officials reveals how �seated 
was the wish and respect for truth over all things evm 
among families of bumble origins. 

But it was not only the common man who 10 dearly 
esteemed the truth among the ancient Persians. It was also 
the great Achaemenid kings thcmsclves who exp� their 
love and admiration for the truth and their thorough 
despise of lie and deceit, exactly as Herodotus informs us. 
On the great inscription of Bisotun, the magnificent ICin& 
Darius incised the following worm with imposing solem• 
nity: 'The Lie made these provinces rebellious, 10 that they 
deceived the people. But afterwards Ahura Mazda placed 
them into my hand ••• Thou who shah be kin& hereaftc::, 
protect thyself vigorously from Deceit. Punish well the man 
who shall lie and dccave, if thou shalt hope to keep the 
country secure ... Know . that I did this by the favor of 
Ahun Mazda, who bore inc mstanc:c because I Yt'IS not 
aggressive, because I was not a follov.·cr of deceit, because I 
was not a doer of wrong - neither J nor my family. I con
ducted myself u befits the truth. Neither to the weakc:z 



nor to the powerful did I do wron, ••• Thou � &halt be 
king bcttafter, do DOC be A friend to the follower of dec:dt 
DOI' to the doer of wrong. Punish them well.' Similarly, Oil 

another of bis insaipdom stand tbeae noble 9'0l'ds: 'I do 
not ddight in what ii false. It ii not my desire that the 
weak should be mistreated by the mighty, nor that the 
mighty be treated wrongly by the weak. What ii riaht and 
truthful is my desire.' Lastly, let us quote the followin& 
statemcm in an imaipdon of Kina Xerxes: 'If you wish to 
be happy when living and blessed when dead, have respect 
for the Jaw established by AhW'I Maz.da and won,bjp him 
and tnrtb revermtly. The man who bas rcspcc:t for the Jaw 
established by Ahura Mazda and worships him and the 
1rUth reverently, such a man becomes happy while tiving 
and blessed when be is ckad.' 
These IIOlemn words of the Old Pc:nian kings are but ID 
echo of the teachings of the more ancient propbc:t 
Zarathustra. In his stirring worb called the Gatbas, u )'OU 

undoubtedly know, we find the important thought that 'If a 
man be rich or poor, be sbould be a friend to the truthful 
person but an enemy to the follower of dct:eit and lies.' 
1bc:re too we lwn that heavcnlin� and immortality shall 
be the future possession of those who support the truthful 
in this world, but that a lifetime of darkncm and a woc:ful 
ex:istc:nce sh.all be the final reward of the dct:ei tfuJ person. 
Further, 7.arathustra td1s us, that a man who iJ good to the 
tnnhful person and serves the laws of Ahma Mazda shall 
himself mdJ the pastures of truth and good thinking, and 
save bis family and his village and bis country from destruc
tion. In fact, when we read through the great worm of the 
prophet, we realize that truth lies at the center of bis whole 
moral and ethical system, 10 it therefore seems nccessuy to 
briefly describe the position of truth in 2'.a.rathu.stra'1 teach
ings. 
Fmt and foremost wc sec in the prophet's work that there 
is an intimate relationship between god and truth. Not 
only docs Ahura Mazda dwell in the heights of truth and in 
the paths which follow the straight ways of truth, but be ii 
allo of the same temperament u truth, sharin& the same 
Jin& and dislikes. But the relationship between aod and 
truth is deeper - 10 Zarathustra informs us - because 
Ahura Mazda is both the creator and companion of truth. 
Fmthc:r, we are told, that the spirit bf god hirnsdf, the 
sp>nta maJ,ry,,,, became beneficent and virtuous through the 
effcca of truth, and that Abura Mazda learned to distin
,uish between what is Just and unjust through the bdp of 
truth. Truth, then, according to the prophet'• view, u tbe 
most mentiaJ component iD the world of aod became it 
motivated him to create what is saJutory and &ood, and it 
taught him to disc:em between ri&ht and WJ'ODI, It ii 
throu&h tnrtb, therefore, that aod achieved his nobility and 
hil higher wisdom which characterize bis very name, Ahura 
Mazda, the W'uc I.om. 
Similarly, truth plays a dominant role in the life of man. It 
u tNth which prospeB the creatures and makes the planta 
and watm increase. It is through the quest for truth that 
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good understanding arises in the spirit of rnan, an under· 
ltanding that teaches him to further the principles of sod in good thoughts, in good words and in good actions. It is 
truth which also teaches man to diJcem between what ii 
light and wrt1rll· It ii man's adhereoce to truth wmc:h gives 
full meaning to the existmce of god and grants strength and 
enduring life to him as wdl. Can the ethical principles god 
created have any life of their own if they find no support in 
the world of mankind? 
Herein liea one of the great cont:n'butiom of the� 
7.arathustra. By placing truth at the cmtcr of aistence of 
both aod and rnan, be taught us that a meaningful life is 
Dpt possible witb9ut truth. because tNth ii the ultimate 
aoun:e of all good i.miaJrt, all good action, all good disc.em,. 
ment and all good achievcmc:m. To know is essential to IL1 
comaly and jmtly t and the origin of aD comet knowied&e 
derives from the grasp of truth. This is an astonishing doc
crinc in terms of the early intdlcaual history of the world, 
but it U I doctrine that ii 10 powerful and persuasiw, ID 
vigorous and positive, that it became the central idea of all 
early Iranian thought. It is not pos.gble to think of the biJ.. 
tmy of old Iran without thinlring of the veneration of truth 
among its people, and it is Zarathustra who first conc:eived 
and formulated the� role which truth bolds in all of 
c:mtenc:e. 

But wc may wdl ask why Zarathustta was 10 preoc:cupicd 
with the position of truth in the life of both god and man. 
He lived in a very remote age, long before there was a Id· 
dcd 90:dcty in any modern sc:m: of the term, and =ti&in1y 
long before the development of rich and powerful kingdoms 
where priests or philosophers could gather in peace and 
quiet in order to disam the chic:f qucstiom of existence and 
the nature of both god and man. To find an answer to this 
question we must once again look into the works of the 
prophet and search his own words for ducs to the problems 
Zarathustn himself faced, problems which caused him to 
meditate upon the natwl: of human behavior and its n:sults 
upon the human condition. Once we do this, we find cc:r
tain dimubing facts about the times in which he lived. 
Flrst, Jct us note, that 2.arathmtra infonns us that some of 
the nobles have been stealing the �ons of the true 
inheritors, and that in their greed, IOllle of the priests haft 
assisted them in this deceitful and dishonest 8'1ivity. He 
infonns us IIS well that even the old sods have �rdaincd and 
bcnce permitted their foDowm to pe.rforrn actions that 
result in dismal conscquc:nc:a for the mt of mankind. 
'l1:le)' have bcen'destroyinl the past\R lands of the� 
pezsom, they have duutc;ncd them u wen. and then bas 
arisen a rift amona the pcoplea, one which bas caused ltrife 
and destruction in family, dam and provinces. ID short. 
the world seems to be tom in two by conflicting foras, and 
decat and destruction seems ram.put. 

It Is aactly under such troubled drcwnstanccs, whm tbe 
world seems to be caught la the upheaval of cootrar)' 
forces, when the past seems unfortunate and the future evr:r 



10 dim, diat a man of great insight like Zarathustra 
wondm about what ii right and wrong, what ii just ud 
unjust, and bow the way to salvatioo mgbt ocx:ur. It ii 
euctly under such wnna conditions that he aw that the 
way for mankind to survive and create I good kingdom 
here on earth was to follow the principles which Ahura 
Mazda, in his Ingber wisdom, had created in harmony with 
truth. 
Although millennia separate us today from the time of the 
prophet Zarathuma, the problems of existence ltiJJ persist. 
We IJ"C torn each day by conflict, sometimes in our family, 
10111etimes in our profession, ,ometimes in our country and 
sometimes in the world at large. We see deception, theft 
and pointless destraction present all cm::r the face of the 
globe. Which way should we act? wc often ask. looking 
for the way to resolve the problem, to end the anguish. 
'What should we believe? we at.so ask, looking for ,uidant-e 
in the face of trouble and woes. Sometimes the answer lies 
within our power; most often tbcrc is no solution available 

to us on an indMduw bllm. Nonetheless, we should follow 
the teachinp of Zarathustra and strive after the truth, ;iv• 
Ing life to it dlfOup our good thoughts, our good words 
and our aood amom. Even though immediate aolutiom 
may allude us, the force· of truth must persist. For one day 
the truth shall cataiDly pnmi1. 
Thus, in condusion, I would like to paraphrase the words 
of Zarathmtra. What the prophet stated IOllle 300() yem 
ago is equally appropriate for aD of us today. "Do per• 
1CVere1 for he thaD grant to )'OU the firm foundation of 
good thinking and the alliance of truth and wisdom. 0,me 
to terms with )'0Ur reason, and bring to realizatioo the most 
wtuous and blcsed acts. If JOU IJ"C truthful to the truth
ful, the Wise Lord shall pm to you the sun-like gain of 
good thinking for your whole lifetime. I tell these words to 
you: bear tbml in mind. Through the correct conception 
acquire for yourselves and your people an existeoc:e of good 
thinking. Let each of you try to win the other with truth, 
for this shall be of good gain for each of JOU.• 

REFLECI'JONS ON THE FEZANA SECOt\1> A!\.,,_"UAL GIJ\"IRAL MEETING 
Rohinton M. R,jvetna, President, FEZ.ANA 

"It was one of the best meetings I ever attended", "ExcdJcnt meeting", "Oood that we were able to discuss ao many is.mes in a 
rational manner", were some of the comments beard after the FEZANA Scamd Annual General Meeting (AGM), hosted by 
the Zoroastrian Association of Quebec in Montreal, Mar 24-25, 1989. The attcndca - the Officers, repn=;cntativcs af 
M=nbc:r Associations, committee members and obsc:::v� - were rewarded with a pleasant and enriching experien=. 
It was pleasant be:ca� everyone present had made a commitment to make this meeting 51ac:c:essful and productive keeping our 
common goals in mind. Discusmons were held at a mature, rational level. Many issues arose, but there was give and take; 
each point was debated, everyone was heard by tbdr pecr5, and I mutually accept.able CONSENSUAL decision was rcacbed 
OD each itan. 
It was an enriching experience, in that the exchange of thoughts and ideas darified our thinking and made our pwpose that 
much dearer. Through this process, u we come together and deliberate, the mission of FEZANA is emcrgina cle.arer and 
dearer - TO FUNCJlON AS A COORDINATING BODY FOR NOR1H AMERICAN ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIA· 
TIONS, TO FACILITATE AND PROMOTE ACl1VITIES 1HAT Wil.L PERPETIJATE 1liE ZOROASTRIAN FMIH 
AND COMMUNITIES IN NOR1H AMERICA. FEZ.ANA serves u I forum to seek out items that need to be addressed, 
and then ensure that they are addressed (by either a Member Association, a FEZ.ANA c:ornmittce, the Mobeds organization, a 
special task force or any other body). 'Where direction nccck to be let, it ii the combined strength of the Member Associa
tions, that will show the way. FEZANA's strength lies in the Associations that make up its Membership. It is not set vp to 
compete with or replace, but rather to promote, coordinate and fortify the Md of the Assodatiom. When a project ii evi
dent, and if there is doubt about FEZANA's rote, wc have to ask ourselves "On a Member AsKldation handle the matterT' 
and if the answer is "Yes•, FEZANA will encowage the Mem� to handle the matter and lend support only as ncces.,uy. 

FEZANA and the Member Assodations reported significant achievements during the last yrar, notably: the Iranian Zorou
trian resettlement projec:t; welfare assistance for the needy; youth programs; congresses; publications; and many others (• 
AGM minutes). At the AGM, aD Members welcomed the Helping Hands Youth Network. as I new Committee, dwffd by 
Mr. Mehr AmaJsad; FEZANA looks forward to a productive liaison. beneficial to all. But there is much more ldt to do. 
TIie FE.ZANA Coordination and Planning Committee (chairpcrsoo Mr. Homi Homji) proposed a long and short tezm pro
gram, based on rcsuJts of a survey undertaken lut year (see nm page). This plan could form an cxc:dlent starting point for a 
collaborative effort across the Canadian and USA organizatiom. 

Wlu1e the AGM was very succemul, one of the items that could be improved next time WBS the attendance. It is imperative 
that every single Member Association and Committee be represented in person. 1bosc that WC8 absent at this meeting were 
sorely missed. Sending reports or proxies ii not enough - the value of interpersonal dialog and interchange cannot be over
cmphasiud. For the next AGM, invitations will be extended to aD committee members as well, and time will be allowed for 
each committee to meet and confer, prior to the meeting. EspeciaDy missed were members of the Coordinatioo and Plannina 
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Committee, whose membership includes many of the dden of ow community. Among them there is a large repository of wiJ.. :' 
dom, learning and experience. It is my desire that at the oat FEZ.ANA meeting, we shall have the benefit of their � in 
u adviJory role. 
The meedn, ended with the Navroze functioa of the Zoroastrian commumty of Montreal, highlighted by a grand 1a.shao per
formed by 16 Mobcds. It wu a grand occasion, a chance to make new frienm and renew the old. Many many thanks to the 
Zoroastrian �atioo of Quebec:, �dart Nari Madan, Dolly Da.stoor and the Zoroastrians of Montreal for their \\'ODd&:r
fuJ hospitality; and to the delegates who traveled IODg distances, at great personal sacrifice to c:ome and make this a rewarding 
and productive meeting. 

EXERCISE IN PLAN1'1NG LONG & SHORT TERM PROGRAM FOR FEZ.ANA 
To assist the AGM in detenninin, the long and short term planning of projects and programs for 1989/1990, the FEZ.ANA 
Coordination and Planning C.ommittee (chaired by Mr. Homi Homji) presented the following suggcstiom: 

LONG TERM (selected from those previously published in the FEZANA JOURNAL) 
1. Identify who ia a "'Zoroastrian". DiJc,usion at N.A. 1eminars on4 congresses. El:lueation Committee to initiate. 
2. Adopt uniform calendar and rituals. Ar above ht Wtiated by Nobltb. 
3. Better trained multi-disciplinary Mobcdl and para-mobeds (seminary?). Ar alnwe. 
4. Pam-Irani social integration. Member Association., to initiate. 
5. Marriage between Zoroastrians and bigha birth rates. YOIII� Committee to initiale, and Associatioru to twist. 
6. Better and more comprehensive education for children and adults with standardized.texts and good balance between phi

losophy, ethics, rituals, scriptures, mythology and history. Education Committee to assist Sunday School teaclaen. 
7. •Accq,taDc:e" of mixed maniage spouses and clu1drm. Mobtds and FEZANA seminars and congrmu. 
8. Projecting better understanding of Zoroastrianism by participating at aD levc1.s of governments and communities. Infor

mation & Educalion Committees, Association., & FEZANA ucrelllriat. 
9. �ef pamphlets on diffmnt rituals and prayer book in English. Education Comminee, Association., and Mobtib. 

10. Demographic studies and N.A.Z. directory comprising AlL Zoroutrians in N.A. Cen.nu Commin,e. 
11. Central Owity Trust Fund. FEZANA., Finance and FIINlraisin1 Comminee. 
12. A composite N.A.Z. center, as supportive infra.structure for FE.ZANA. Secretariat, Associatioru, Finance Comm. 
SHOKT TERM (Top 12 and the 20th item from the sum,y) 
A. Better religious teaching for children with judicious balance between disciplines. Se, 6 alnw,. 
B. Better literature for community and rclisious education for adults. Se, 6 alnw,. 
C. Projecting a positive image to governments and other communities. S11 I above. 
D. Get-togcthcn of all N. A. Z. y� for cuJture, sports and knowing each other. Youth and Sporu ColM1in,u. 
E. Continuity of trained Mobeds and para•mobcds. Ste J abtw,. 

F. Demographic studies and N. A. Z. dirccto.ry. s,, 10 abov,; 
O. Better lrani-Pani scdaJ integration. S11 4 GIHm. 
K •Acc:eptanc::e" of children of mixed mamqcs or adopted. S11 1 obtw,. � 

L Active promotion of Zoroastrian maniaaes and hi&her 'bi.nb ratcL Se, S abcwe. 
J. Immigration and welfare mistance to Irani Zoroastrian refu&ea. lSO and FEV.NA Welfare Commin11. 

X. lnfonnatioa on youth scholarships. A.rsociatioru and Education CommJ1t11. 
L . •Acceptance" by retrieval of a-Zoroastrians who had left the faith. Associatioru and Mobttb. 

M. Integration of Parsi/Kadimi/S'hcnshahi cemnoniea and dates for cdcbratin& festivals. Se, 1 abov,. 
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A VISION FOR ZOROASTRJANS IN NORTH AMERICA 
Excerpts from the addn::s.1 of Robin.ton M. Rivetna, President, FEZANA at AGM 

OH AHlJRA MAZDA OR.ANT US WISDOM: 

To undc:m.aDd each other Thy children 

To recognize Thy presence amooa us in each of our faces, ud 

To have for each other deep tNst and respcc:t. 

OH A.HUR.A MAZDA OR.ANT US 0000 1UDOEMENT: 

To be truthful and industrious, those qualities that are the embodiment of our faith, and above an 

To conduct owsdvcs in the noblest manner befitting this ausust assembly. 

1f this is Thy command, Ahura Mazda, grant this �bly that is gathered here today to do Thy bidding, good thin1c:ing and 
the auidance of Vobu Manah, 10 that we may conduct this meeting with one mind and one spirit. 

J see a vision for Z.Oroastrians in North America. I tee a vision of a noble community, with a reputati011 for truth and 
integrity. I see a vision of a prosperous community, noted for its entC?prise and industty. I sec a vision of an erudite com
munity, noted for its learning and scholarship. I sec a vision of a caring community, that cares for its own, and those around 
us. A community that has a deep and abiding rC$pCCl for othcn. 

In the USA and Canada. Z.Oroastrlans have a glorious future. They have found a true home. On this continent, I see a bastion 
for the faith; an opportunity to flourish and grow IS they have never before done in their history. I tell you. my friends, from 
my intimate contact with other traditiom, Z.Oroa.strlam are bdd in high esteem by the other faiths. Our forcfathen have ldt 
us that legacy. It is now on our shoulders to maintain that status. In the global religious arena. we have a unique role to play. 
Zoroastrians can serve IS the bonding, wuting force between the faiths. For Z.Oroastrianism iJ truly a umvcnal religion, and 
na:>gnized u such by other rcligiom. Each one of us can become an ambassador of our faith in our comer of the world. Our 
faith is not onJy universal, but timeless. It is unique in that we can apply our traditions and values to our daily lives and they 
arc still IS £rah and rcla-ant today IS they wcre when they were spoken by our Prophet Zarathmhtra, many centuries ago. 

My friends we arc on a journey. ·The journey commenced some yean ago with the formati011 of the various assodatiom in the 
USA and Canada. But now we have come together. With the formation of FEZANA two ycan ago, we have combined our 
forces, we have pooled our resources, and together, band in hand, we support each other as we march forward. This is not a 
nee. This is not a competition to see who gets tbc:re first. 1bis iJ a collaborative effort. We wort IS a team. 1bcrc arc no 
individual winners. When WC win, we will an win togctbm. 

Ou destination is the flowering of Zoroastrianism in North America. We have much wort to do. We need to set our priori
ties and coordinate our efforts. 1berc are some projeas that are very near and dear to my heart. Some of them are: a Zoroas
trian seminary and the higher education of priests; a national center; serving the smaD pockets of Z.Oroastrlans; preparation of 
statistics; a unified Z.Oroa.strlan calendar; preparation of educational materials, and many many more. 

Fellow Zoroastrians , we do have a dream. A dream that you and I share. A dream that our forefathers dreamL We are now 
dose to fulfilling that dream. At the risk of being repititious, I say to you that today in North America, Zoroastriam have a 
people rcsoun:c that is m1paraDeled in our history. I beseech you not to lose sight of that fact. There are Z.Oroastrians waiting 
in the wings, waiting for the call. Waiting to be lead. When I look around me I see soldiers beside me ready to take up the 
c:halle:nge. When we begin to work together there is no limit to what heights we can I08l'. With your help, my friends we haff 
PYD the seeds. and with your help we shaD reap the rewards. In our lif ctimes, my fellow Zoroastrians, we shall ICC the 
flowezin& of Z.Oroastrianism in North America. 

.. .. 
COMPILATION OF REUGIOUS EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

At the AGM, a need was felt for better exchange of information on materials suitable for children's religious education in 
Canada and the USA. Many good programs are cwrentJy in use among the larger Associations, and a compilation would be 
of benefit to the smaller Associations and pockets of Zoroastrians. To facilitate this exchange, FEZ.ANA will compile a list of 
aD airrentJy avaJ1abte materials. Associations and individuals are requested to forward descriptions of available materials 
(showing the instructional level, age group, number of pages, cost, contact person for ordering, and a descriptive paragraph) to 
Dolly Dastoor. Secretary, FEZANA, 3765 Malo Street, Brossard, PO, J4Y 1B4, Canada. 
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A SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 

- It is a fact of life that our microscopic minority is scattered too thinly around the globe of 
this planet - nay, even on this North American continent. This makes meeting other co-religionists 
a problem for many Zoroastrians. 

At the 2nd Annual General Meeting of FEZANA, the above problem was the subject of 
intense discussion between the FEZANA executives and the member associations represented at 
the meeting. 

Our youths have already taken a step in this direction by meeting each other at the "Annual 
Youth Congress" and initiating a "pen-friendship directory". In the interest of a setvice to the 
entire community, it was agreed that the FEZANA Journal should play a role in this matter. 

Any 2.oroastrian individual or a family who wishes to express their desire to meet another 
2.oroastrian, (boy, girl, man or woman), may do so by sending a short (4-5 line) announcement to 
the Journal. The Journal will coordinate the reply and mail them to the appropriate person. 

We wish to start this setvice immediately with the next issue. The announcement should be 
mailed to: 

Dr. Jehan Bagli 
Editor, FEZANA Journal 
7 Cleveland Lane, RD # 4 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

or Mrs. Dolly Dastoor 
Secretary, FEZANA 
3765 Malo St. 
Brossard P.Q. 
J4Y1B4 CANADA 

The following procedure will be  followed : 

1 .  Those wishing to  get  their information printed will b e  assigned a 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Box Number  and their ind ividual particulars will b e  kept confidential 
under all c ircumstances . 

Re sponses  will be  kept in sealed envelopes  addressed  to  the Box Number  
assigned . The responses  will be redirected  to  the  ass igned Box Number 
party in the Sealed condition .  FEZANA will not be aware of which 2 par ties 
are corresponding . This will maintain confidentiality .  

Third party involvement will b e  discouraged . 

FEZANA will not be held responsible for any consequences  arising from any 
such transaction , in any way . FEZANA will also be  held free of any 
responsibility in lost mail through redirec t ion . 

Good luck ! 



WORLD ZOROASTRIAN ORGANIZATION ' S  I NTERNAT IONAL YOUTH CONGRESS : 

The f i rst Wor l d  Zoroastr i an Organ i zat i on's I nternat i ona l  Youth Congress 
is to be he l d In Bombay on December 28 , 29 and 30 , 1 989 , to be fol lowed by 
the f i fth World Zoroastr i an Congress I n  the f i rst week of January 1 990. Th is 
shou l d  prov ide an i ncentive for the youth to accOfll)any the i r  parents, fr i ends 
or re l at i ves and attend the Youth Congress . The theme of the Congress w i l l  
be a l ong the follow i ng l i nes: 

1 .  The ro l e  of Parsee Youth In Nat iona l  Deve l opment. 
2 .  Wor ldwide I ntegrat i on .  
3 .  Ro l e  of youth In Internat ional  I ntegrat i on w i th reference 

to Zoroastr ianism. 
4 .  Regenerat i on of c00111Un lty through Entreprenuer Skil ls. 

Workshops and d l sucss lon groups on re l i g ious ,  cu l tura l ,  soc ia l  and eco
nom i ca l  aspects of Zoroastrians are a l so planned; there w i l l be enterta i nment, 
games and s i ghtsee i ng tours as wel l .  I f  you are i nterested fn attend i ng ,  the 
person to contact f s  Ns . farzana Bodhanwal l a, Secretary, I nternat i ona l Youth 
Congress ,  · 705 Bombay Market Apartments, Tardeo , Bont>ay 400 034 .  I nd i a. The 
organ i zers l ook forward to we l com i ng I nternat i ona l /nat i ona l delegates to th i s  
wor l d  event . 

• • • • • 
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Vol ume I ,  No . 2 December 1 988 

LONG TERH GOALS Of FEZANA'S  SUBCOHH I TTEES 

I .  Coord i nat i on and Pl ann i ng Commi ttee { C&PC ) 

A quest l onna I re prepared by Hom f Homj I ,  Cha I rman of th l s 
Comm i ttee I s  present l y  be i ng c i rcu l ated w i th i n  the commun i ty 
through the ausp i ces of FEZANA ' s  member assoc i at i ons . The 
quest i onna i re addresses current I ssues on re l i g i on and cu l ture , 
soc i a l  and commun i ty deve l opment , commun i ty we l fare and gu i dance , 
youth , econom i cs ,  education and other misce l l aneous needs of the 
commun i ty .  These needs w i l l  be assessed and dea l t  w i th accord i ng 
to the pr i or i t i es spec i f i ed by th i s  survey . The responses to the 
quest i onnaire w i l l  be ana l yzed by Mrs . Dhunma i Dal a l  and a 
comp l eted report I s  tentat i ve l y  schedu l ed to be rece i ved by 
October 3 1 , 1 988 . Meanwh i l e ,  Mr . Homj i has had a few react i ons to 
th i s  quest i onna i re from some members of his commi ttee and we 
share them w i th you • .  

Mr . Jamshed Pavr I fee 1 s that we need most I mportant 1 y to 
f l  rst def l ne a "Zoroastr i an . "  The need to educate FEZANA ' s 
membersh i p  of the advantages of a un i f i ed calendar , mode of 
worsh i p  and ceremon i es ,  and a 1 so to make the North Amer i can 
Zoroastr i an commun i ty rea l i ze that i t  must have contro l over I ts 
own dest i ny were next I n  l i ne of pr i or i ty. 

Mrs . Farang i s  Shahrokh recommends under the head i ng of 
re l i g i on and cu l ture two pr i or i t i es :  ways and means of promot i ng 
acceptance and the need for tra I ned Mobeds . Under the soc I a 1 
aspect of the quest i onna i re ,  she feel s that promot i ng Zoroastr i an 
marr i ages and ch i l dren , better Pars i - I ran i I ntegrat i on ,  

' a ret i rement p I a n  and care of sen I o r  c I t  i zens were i mportant 
pr i or i t i es .  She fo l l ows th i s  up w i th the needs of the youth , 
e . g . , scho l arsh i ps and get-togethers .  Econom i c  p l ann i ng and 
re l i g i ous educat i on fo l l ows and m i sce l l aneous p l ans  such �s the 
format i on of a Wor l d  Zoroastr. l an Federat i on and 1 I nks w i th other 
Federat i ons takes l ast p l ace among her. pr i or i t i es .  

Mr . Mehraban Zarthosht I of Vancouver does not v I ew 
convers i on and acceptance as cr i t i ca l  factors .  He suggests for 
the moment that we forget the quest i on of retriev i ng Zoroastr ians 
who have l eft the re l i g i on .  



Mr . Ad i Oavar , another member of the C&PC from · the 
Wash i ngton area expresses h i s  act i on preferences under the 
fo 1 1  ow i ng heads . ( a ) Un i fi cat i on of I ran i and Pars i Zoroastr i ans 
f nto a we l 1 -kn f t  North Amer I can commun i ty ;  ( b )  prov f d i ng better 
teach i ng mater i a l s for ch i l dren and adu l ts w i th a proper ba l ance 
of re l i g i on ,  ph i l osophy , eth i cs ,  pract i ces and h i story ; ( c )  ways 
and means of promot i ng ' acceptance 1 i n  North Amer i ca ;  ( d ) '  
project f on  of  better understand I ng of  Zoroastr i an i sm and North 
Amer i can Zoroastr i ans to Government and other commun i t i es on th i s  
cont i nent and to Zoroastr i ans abroad , and ( e )  i nte l l ectua l get
togethers and trave l l i ng educators '( pr i est l y  and l ay )  on 
re l i g i ous , cu l tura l and communa l aspects of Zoroastr i ans . I n  
add i t i on ,  h e  a 1 so commented on some techn f ca 1 aspects of the 
adm i n i st rat i on of the Comm i ttee ' s funct i on .  

Based on the correspondence and commun I cat i ons he has had 
w i th the members of h i s  Commi ttee , the Cha i rman of the C&PC , Mr . 
Homj l has tentat i ve l y  arr i ved at a sequence of h i s  own thoughts .  
They are a s  fo l l ows : 

1 .  To i ssue a br i ef pamph l et for w i de c i rcu l at ion on the 
concept and r i tuals of , ( a )  navjote , (b )  wedd i ng ,  ( c )  funera l ,  
( d )  essence of bas i c  prayers f n  d i gn i f i ed l anguage i n  Eng l i sh 
and Pers i an .  

2 .  Step by step programme of acceptance and conversion , based 
on rat i ona l understand i ng of our scr i pture and soc i ety. 

3 .  Broadly and soc l o l og f ca l l y  tra i ned mobeds and paramobeds .  
4 .  Un f f f  cat f on of ca I enders and r t  tua 1 s .  
5 .  Promot i on of Zoroastr i an marr i ages and I ncent i ve for more 

progeny . 
6 .  Oemograph f c stud i es and a 1 1  North Amer f can D i  rectory 

cover i ng members and non-members . 
7 .  Ut i l i zat i on of ret i red personne l .  
8 .  Job and bus i ness  ass i stance . 
9 .  A centra l char i ty trust fund . 
1 0 .  I ntens i ve d i scuss i on ,  step by step , of our commun i ty ' s  

soc i eta l prob l ems a t  a l l forthcom i ng North Amer i can 
Sem i nars . 

1 1 .  Standard i zed texts for teach i ng w i th J ud i c i ous ba l ance on 
ph i l osophy , eth i cs ,  r i tuals and scr i ptures . 

1 2 .  Part f c f pat f on at a l l  l eve l s of Government . 
1 3 .  Ass i st i ng i n  the formation of a Wor l d  Zoroastr i an Federation . 

To complete the p i cture of the l ong term plans , the 
Pres i dent of FEZANA , Mr . Roh f nton R f vetna has added some of h f s  
own thoughts .  

1 .  Estab l i shment of a Sem f nary for tra i n f ng pr i ests . 
2 .  Ful l er ut l l f zat f on of our ex i st i ng peop l e resources . 
3 .  Bu i I d i ng a Nat i ona l  ( Zoroastr i an )  centre . ·  
4 .  Rev i ew and ·estab l i sh a strong i nfrastructure ( for 

FEZANA as a support i ve ) . 
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After a l l th i s  deta i l ed ,  thought-provok i ng and I nte l l ectua l 
exerc i se ,  the C&PC Cha i rman st i l l  awa i ts act i on-p l ans and budget 
f i gures from the other sub-comm i ttees for the year 1 988-89 . 

1 

2 .  I nformat i on Rece i v i ng and D i ssem i nat i ng Commi ttee ( I RDC) : 

Th i s  Commi ttee has had i ts work fu l l y  cut out w i th the r i ch 
supp l y  of i nformat i on prov i ded by other sub-comm i ttees . Th i s  
Comm i ttee has , however , put i ts mandate i nto act i on and i n  
col l aborat i on w i th Roh i nton and Roshan R i vetna has worked out a 
l ogo for the Journa l ,  a FEZANA sea l and the FEZANA l etterhead . 
A 1 1  th i s mater i a 1 i s presumab 1 y ava i 1 ab 1 e for the perusa 1 of 
FEZANA ' s  off i cers . 

September 1 988 saw the pub l i cat i on of the I naugura l i ssue of 
FEZANA ' s  Journa l . F i fty cop i es of the Journa l were pr i nted and 
d i str i buted to the member assoc i at i ons and to other Zoroastr i an 
bod i es .  ll .i§. strong l y  fe l t  that i f  th i s  Journa l i nformat i on i s  
not eff i c i ent l y  d i ssem i nated to the grass root commun i ty through 
photocopy and c i rcu 1 at i on the ent i re effort of the pub 1 i cat I on 
w i l l  be defeated . 

The ed i tor i a l  staff , therefore , suggests that i n  order to 
ach i eve the purpose , and to make the work of the Assoc i at i ons a 
1 i tt l e  l i ghter , we ma i l at 1 east three cop i es to each member 
assoc i at i on - to the Pres i dent , Secretary and the Treasurer . A 
ma l l i ng l i st of the FEZANA Journa l w i l l  be generated i n  the near 
future and d i str i buted to the Execut i ves for suggest i ons . 

The Journa l takes th i s  opportun i ty to I nv i te assoc i at ions 
and i nd i v i dua l members to contr i bute w i th ' l etters ' i n  order to 
I n i t i ate a ' Letters to the Ed i tor ' co 1 umn . Letters shou 1 d be 
addressed to the ed i tor , Dr . Jehan Bag l i ,  7 C l eve l and Lane,  R . D .  
#4 , Pr i nceton , N . J .  08540 . I t  must be rea l i zed that th i s  i s  a 
Journa l of the Zoroasrtr i ans , � the Zoroastr i ans , for the 
Zoroastr i ans . A l l your gr i evances , apprec i at i ons and suggest i ons 
for a l terat i ons , w i l l  be du l y  dea l t  w i th and deep l y  apprec i ated . 
Ma i l i ng three cop i es i n  p l ace of one w i l l  tr i p l e  our costs , but 
then , what .i§. more I mportant : conserv i n9 money Qr. hoard ing 
i nformat i on that may be advantageous l y  ut i 1 i sed when proper l y  
d i ssem i nated . We are sure that each one of the grass root member 
wou l d  g l ad l y contr i bute a do l l ar per copy to f i nd out what the i r  
FEZANA off i c i a l s  are p l ann i ng for the fut�re of the i r  commun i ty .  
Th i s  i s  the future p l an of th i s  Comm i t�ee , and that i s  to make 
ava i 1 ab 1 e a copy of the Journa 1 to each Zoroastr i an on th i s  
cont i nent . We cannot do th i s ,  i f  you , the commun i ty ,  do not want 
i t  done . I t  must be done , but w i th your w l  1 1  i ngnes s ,  your 
enthus i asm , and your support . The present I RDC sub-comnf ttee 
cons i sts of the fo l l ow i ng members : 
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Dr . Jehan Bag l i ( New Jersey . U . S . A . ) 
Ms . Sabar Ba l sara (Ontar i o ,  Canada } 
Ms . Do l l y  Oastoor (Quebec , Canada ) 
Mr .  Aspy Deboo ( I l l i no i s ,  U . S . A . ) 
Or . A l i Jafarey ( Ca l i forn i a ,  U . S . A . ) 
Mr . Gev Karkar i a  ( Quebec , Canada } 
Dr . Shavak Katrak ( New York , U . S . A . ) 
Mrs . Roshan R i vetna ( I l l i no i s ,  U . S . A . ) 

A f i nanc i a l  statement and budget for the com i ng year w i  1 1  
soon be ava i l ab l e for the perusa l of the C&PC Cha i rman . 

3 .  Comm i ttee � Serve Sma l l  Groups of North Amer i can 
Zoroastr i ans 

The cha i rperson , Mr .  F f rdosh Mehta of the above commi ttee , 
reports that 1 etters have been sent out to var i ous t so 1 ated 
groups of Zoroastr i ans , i ntoduc f ng them to FEZANA and to the 
funct i on of th i s  sub-committee . He fee l s that at this po i nt i n  
t i me I t  I s  of utmost I mportant to pub l f cf ze the ex i stence of th i s  
sub-comm i ttee . He urges the readers  of th i s  Journa l to do so by 
any means of commun i cat i ons they see f i t .  He a l so hopes that 
readers :  wou 1 d marked 1 y contr i bute to the cause of FEZANA by 
br i ng i ng to the attent i on of th i s  sub-comm f ttee any i so 1 ated 
group of Zoroastr i ans on th i s  cont i nent . A l i st of such groups 
of Zoroastr i ans l s  present l y  be i ng compi l ed .  The fo l l ow i ng are 
members of the Commi ttee : 

Mr . F i rdosh Mehta ( A l berta , Canada ; 403-438-437 1 ) 
Mrs . Freny Ranj i ( Pennsy l van i a ,  New Jersey, U . S . A . ; 

609-854-225 1 ) 
Mr . Roh i nton Dhondy ( Massachusetts ,  U . S . A . ; 6 1 7-37 1 - 1 632 ) 
Mr . Hom i Damkewa l a  (Ontar i o ,  Canada ; 705-737- 1 646 ) 
Mrs . Per i n  Ant i a  ( Ontar i o ,  Canada ; 4 1 6-497-5679 ) 

PROGRAMME : 

K .R .  CANA ORI ENTAL INSTITUTE'S F IRST 
INTERNAT IONAL CONGRESS = AN UPDATE 

· The Congress beg i ns on Thursday , January 5 ,  1 989 , w i th the 
reg i strat i on of de l egates between 9 and 1 0  a . m .  Th i s  w l  1 1  be 
fo l l owed by the I naugura l ceremony ( 1 0 to 1 2  noon ) , sess i ons ( 2-
3 : 40 p . m . ) ,  a tea break and d i scuss i ons ( 4-5 : 30 p . m . ) .  A s f m f  l ar 
schedu l e  w i l l  be fo l l owed on January 6 ,  7 and 8 .  There w f l l  be a 
summat i on on Sunday , January 8 ( 2-3 : 40 p . m . ) ,  fo l l owed by the 
c l os i ng sess i on of the Congress ( 4-6 : 00 p . m . ) .  
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REG I STRAT I ON :  

Reg i strat i on for the Congress  fa l l s under the fo l l ow i ng 
three categor i es :  

Patron : Rs . 1 0 , 00 0  ( i nc l us i ve of adm i ss i on w i th spouse to 
to a l l sess i ons , tea , l unch and enterta i nment ) 

De l egate : Rs . 250  ( i nc l us i ve of adm i s s i on to a l l sess i ons , 
tea , and l unch ) 

Observer : Rs . 50  ( i nc l us i ve of adm i ss i on and tea )  

Due to l i m i ted accommodat i on ,  reg i strat i on forms for the gene,ra l 
pub l i c  w i  1 1  be i ssued after i nv i tees have been reg i stered . 
I nv i tees are  therefore requested to enro 1 a.s ear 1 y as  poss i b 1 e .  

TOPJ CS 

A broad spectrum of top i cs have been se 1 ected on wh f ch 
papers w i l l  be presented by speakers .  They are : 

1 .  H i stor i ca l , Archeo l og i ca l , Cu l tura l and Num i smat i c  surveys 
and stud i es .  

2 .  Comparat i ve stud i es i n  mytho l ogy , re l i g i on and ph i l osophy � 
3 .  Language and l i terature w i th spec i a l  reference to l ndo

l ran i an l anguages . 
4 .  Art and Arch i tecture . 

Some spec i f i c  top i cs for d i scuss i on are as fo l l ows : 

1 .  Comparat i ve stud i es of Gath i c  and R i g Ved i c stud i es .  
2 .  Study of Zoroastr i an i sm dur i ng Gath i c/Achaemen i an/Parth i an/ 

Sasan i an per i ods . 
3 .  Comparat i ve stud i es of Maurya/Gupta ( I nd i a ) and Achaemen i an/ 

Path i an Sasan i an ( I ran ) , c i v i l i zat i ons . 
4 .  Comparat i ve stud i es of I mper i a l  Systems of anc i ent , l ran and 

I nd i a .  
5 .  Art and aesthet i cs of Anc i ent I ran . 
6 .  Factor s i n  the co-ex i stence of H i ndu I sm and Buddh i sm from 

the 6th century B . C . , to 1 000  A . O .  
7 .  Stud i es I n  pre and proto h f  story w i th reference to the Pre� 

Harappan and Harappan cu l tures . 

For any further f nformat I on and for app 1 I cat I on forms , p l  ease · 
contact Mrs . Homa ! N .  Mod i , Hon . Genera l Secretary , K . R .  Cama 
Or i enta I I nst f tute - Internat I ona 1 Congress ,, 1 36 Bombay Samachar 
Marg , Fort , Bombay 40 0,..023 , I nd i a .  

· · · · ' ·· 

* * * * * * *  
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DIPLOMA !.li ZOROASTRIAN REL IGIOUS STUDIE� 

The Department of Comparat i ve Re l i g i ons at the Un i vers i ty of 
Manchester , Eng l and , has recent l y  announced a new D i p l oma Course 
i n  Zoroastr i an Re l i g i ous Stud i es .  Manchester i s  one of the few 
Un i vers i t i es i n  the �estern wor l d  equ i pped w i th spec i a l i st 
teachers and l i brary fac i l i t i es for the study of Zoroastr i an i sm .  
Know l edge and understand i ng through a study of the past and the 
present are sure ways of sol v i ng the prob l ems and cha l l enges that 
the future ho l ds for Zoroastr i an corrvnun i t i es a l l over the wor l d .  
A one-year D i p l oma course w i l l  prov i de an entree i nto the 
academ i c  study of the re l i g i on and w i l l  equ i p  the student w i th 
know l edge and tra i n i ng' to further h i s  or her future work. 
Professor John H i nne l l s  and Dr . A . V .  W i l l i ams w i l l  be the 
pr i nc i pa l  teachers of th i s  D i p loma course. The course i s  open to 
graduates of any d i sc ip l i ne ,  but the Department hopes that 
Zoroastr i ans i n  part i cular w i  1 1  enro l s i nce understand f ng i s  a 
necessary part of preserv i ng the her i tage . An overseas student 
fee i s  current l y  3 , 900 ; the f i gure for Br i t i sh res i dents i s  

1 , 7 3 0 .  Subs i stence costs are obv i ous l y , i n  .dd i t i on .  

Professor H i nne l l s  sug�ests that perhaps four wea l thy 
Zoroastr i ans w i l l  agree to fund a scho l arsh i p  on a rota bas i s  -
once every four years . The scho l arsh i p  can be named after the 
donor , restr i cted to Zoroastr i ans , and each donor can defi ne the 
Zoroastr i an for the term .of h i s  or her scho l arsh i p .  Such a 
scheme wou l d  certa i n l y  afford prospect i ve students of the 
re 1 i g i on an opportun I ty to better  the i r  know 1 edge and 
understand i ng of Zoroastri an i sm .  

* * * * * * *  

THE R£FUGEE CONNECTION 

The Pers i an Zoroastr i an Organ i zat i on as a member of FEZANA ' s  
Un i ty and We l fare Commi ttee has set up a Spec i a l  Task Force to 
co-ord i nate and fac i 1 i tate the efforts of the var i ous North 
Amer i can Zoroastr i an Assoc i at i ons to a l l ow I ran i  Zoroastr i an 
refugees who are temporar i l y dom i c i l ed i n  I nd i a  and Pak i stan to 
be l ega l l y  transferred to the U . S . A .  under the Government ' s  
l rrvn l grat i on po l i cy . Before the State Department can even 
cons i der such requests from us , we need to g f ve proper assurance 
of our strength and capab l 1 l ty I n  the form of a Memorandum of 
Understand i ng .  We need to sat i sfy the State Department of 
FEZANA ' s  structure ,  i ts eff i c i ency and ensure that I t  i s  strong l y  
supported by i ts membersh i p  i n  th i s  project . The State 
Department ' s  ma i n  concern i s  that the refugees do not prove to be 
a f i nanc i a l  l i ab i l i ty to the Government , by app iy i ng for any form 
of Government we l fare  payments for a m i n i mum of two years after 
the i r  arr i va l  i n  th i s  country . FEZANA i s ,  therefore ,  requ i red to 
prov i de assurances that the refugees w i l l  be we l l  taken care of 
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upon the i r  arr i va l , that food and she l ter wou l d  be prov i ded by 
the sponsor , that med i ca l  I nsurance costs wou l d  be met and that 
rehab i l i tat i on as s i stance , v i z . , l anguage and vocat i ona l tra i n i ng 
and emp l oyment , w i l l  a l so be ava i l ab l e and prov i ded . 

The support of a l l FEZANA ' s  member as soc i at i ons i s  earnest l y  
sought to estab l i sh that we are a we l l sett l ed ,  mature , and l arge 
enough commun i ty capab l e  of hand l i ng such a project . Our task I s  
made a I 1 the more d i  ff i cu 1 t as  we have fi rst to es tab I i sh our 
i dent i ty as  Zoroastr i ans s i nce we are l i tt l e  known i n  the 
commun i ty at l arge and then to estab l i sh our strength I n  numbers 
and resources . Th i s  i .s our f i rst venture as  a v i ab l e commun i ty 
i n North Amer i ca and we . ought to pl.It our best foot forward . 
Succes sfu l comp l et i on of th i s  project w i l l  g i ve us  a stand i ng and 
make us a v i ab l e force i n  commun i ty affa i rs I n  North Amer i ca . 

* * * * * * *  

11-IE DADAR All-lORNAN HADRESSA 

The Dadar Athornan Madres sa has embarked on a major project 
-the construct i on of an annexe to i ts ex i st i ng bu i l d i ng and seeks 
f i nanc i a l  support for th i s  from I ts we l l -w i shers • .  The i ncreas i ng 
needs and requ i rements of the Madressa have made i t  i mposs i b l e to 
a 1 1  ow for a fu l I and proper use of i ts present f ac I 1 f t  i es . The 
Madressa started out as an educat i ona l i nst i tut i on for boys a l l 
across the country , prov i d i ng them not on l y  an academ i c  educat i on 
but a l so tra i n i ng to be fu l 1 -f l ed l ged pr i ests , and a l  I th i s  free 
of any charge . The Madressa cont i nues to do sp l end i d  and 
commendab l e  work and deserves a l  1 the f i nanc i a l  support i t  can 
get . 

The proposa l to estab l i sh a Sem i nary ( Madressa ) f n  North 
Amer i ca does not appear to be such a far-fetched i dea . I t  i s  a 
we l I accepted fact that .we need a strong , we l l tra i ned . cadre of 
pr l ests who can serve our sp i r i tua. 1 flE;!eds and be · sp I r  i tua I 
1 eadE:lrs and counse 1 1  ors to the commuri I ty � · 

SECOND NORTH AMER I CAN ZC>ROASTRIAN YOUTH CONGRESS 

The Second North Amer f can · Zoroastr i an Youth Congress hosted 
by the Zoroas.tr f an Assoc i at i on of Metropo l i tan Ch i cago and he l d  
at the Arbab Rustom Gu f v Darbe Mehr , Zoroastr I an Centre of . 
Ch i cago , over the labour Day weekend ( September 3-5 , 1 988 ) was a 
tremendous success . Over 250  youth were reg i stered : from 22  
States • I n  the U . S . A .  and from the var I ous Prov I nces of . Canada , · 
w i th a coup l e  of person� from I nd i a  and West Germany . 

The three day program started w. i th the "Jasa Mey Avanghey 
Mazda" p l edge by the ZA.C pr i ests . Part i c i pat i on from youth 
members was overwhe.l m f' ng , w. l th spe$ke.rs rang i ng · from 1 4  years of 
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age and above . A l l the papers presented to the Congress  were by 
members  of the youth , and a l l sess i ons/workshops were cha i red by 
them . Among those who presented papers to the Congress  were 
Anah l ta Ant i a ,  E rvad Mazda Ant l a ,  Nev i I l e  B l  1 1  l mor l a ,  Sh f reen · 
Daboo and Roxana Mehta - a l l from Ch i cago , I L . , Shernaz Ghandh l 
( Gros se Po i nte Woods ,  M l ) ;  Arma i ty Homavaz i r  ( Thornh i l l ,  
Ontar i o ) ; Shahr i ar Shahr l ar i  ( Vancouver ,  B . C . ) ;  and Roxana I ran i 
( Poona , I nd I a )  . 

Another day ' s program was devoted to a "Po i nt-Counterpo i nt"  
i nterv i ew on  quest i ons of  Zoroastr i an youth by  Shara God i wa l l a ,  
D i l navaz Gazder and Aaron Rustom of Houston , TX , and a very 
l i ve l y  pane l d i scuss i on on the expectat i ons of Zoroastr i an youth . 
The pane l i sts  were Dar i us Capta i n  ( Newark , CA ) . Jeroo Ch l noy 
( F l i nt ,  M I ) ,  Hr . Bozorgmehr ( Rez i da ,  CA ) , Zub f n  Panthak i { Montrea l , 
P . Q . ) ,  Ervad Behram Daboo and Bach l Oamkeva l a  of Ch i cago , I L .  

Over 450 Zoroastr i ans , young and o l d ,  attended the Banquet 
arranged as part of the Congress  program . A sumpt l ous d i nner , and 
a very l i ve l y  enterta i nment program was enjoyed by a l l .  

II II ll * II 

SOME REM INDERS 

News l etters : Member assoc i at i ons were  requested ear l i er to 
send cop i es of the i r  News l etters to Saber Ba l sara ( Apt . 6 1 5 ,  43 
Thorne I l ffe Park Dr i ve ,  Toronto , Ontar i o  M4H 1 J4 )  to he l p  her 
comp i l e  an I tem of "News " for the fEZANA Journa l . 

!Hf ll 

Mobeds of North Amer i ca :  Members assoc i at i ons were requested 
ear 1 i er  to forward the names and addresses  of  Hobeds I n  the I r  
area to Sabar Ba l sara . S i nce  these have not yet been rece i ved , 
you are hereby rem i nded to do so at your ear l i est . 

l HH H I II  
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• 5 days/4 nights lodging in deluxe condo resort with 
kitchen, jacuzzi, pools, sauna, ice skating rink, 
game room ..... restaurants and shops nearby. Free 
shuttle to slopes at Loon (1 mile). 

• 3 days lift tickets (beginners, intermediate and 
advanced slopes) at Loon, Waterville Valley or Can· 
non. 

• Bus/van from Boston. 

• Overnite stay will be arranged for Dec 27 with 
Zoroastrian host families if necessary. 

LIMITED NUMBER OF SEATS AVAILABLE. REGISTER NOW 
(WITH $75 DEPOSIT) TO A VOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 

WE WOULD PREFER YOU TO BE OVER 18, BUT YOUNGER TEENS WILL BE WELCOME IF 
ACCOMPANIED BY AN OLDER RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPANT. 

Edul Bamji(New York) Zubin Dastoor(Montreal) Zenobia Rivetna(Chicago) Shehnaz Pardiwala 
(7 1 8) 699-8274 (5 14) 656-2036 (317) 743-4536 (416) 244-6728 




