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EDITORIAL- WAY AHEAD 

In September, Zoroastrians will converge on 
Vancouver to attend the NA Congress, The 

- i'th�:;::l\.8'o'kilit!U)j� to the 2; st Century" 
could ;or/19� more' time!/ Of all the topics on the 
agenl!fihoU'glt, only two relate to the youth. For 
three days, attendees will participate in discus
sions, workshops and meetings, and with their 
spiritual batteries recharged, return home to 
resume their daily routine. 

Zoroastrians living in the mainstream of N.A. life, 
march 'in sync' with the N.A. heartbeat, sharing 
the same dreams, goals, hardships, and con
cerns. Life in the 'fast lane' has produced an 
American younger generation, whose attention 
has not been held by any organized religion. As 
the pace of life quickens, it can profoundly dislo
cate family relationships in both personal and 
religious spheres. Since we are everywhere sur
rounded by the mainstream, the same social 
forces are bound to affect us. In fact, they affect 
the younger generation even more so. The North 
American-born generation of Zoroastrians is our 
primary concern, since they do not have the 
same exposure to old-world religious values that 
we, their parents brought with us from India and 
Iran in the sixties and seventies. Armed with 
these values, we got ourselves educated, settled 
down and have families. Today, with the graying 
of the first generation, it is time to pause and take 
stock of our future. We ask ourselves: Who are 
we? What is our heritage? Are there any les
sons from our past history that can benefit and 
guide us? 

If we fast-forward a mere seven years, we step 
into the 21st century. Many of today's familiar 
faces of young Zoroastrians will be married and 
have families. My son Jarnshed will be thirty 
years old. . . . Enter the second generation of 
North American-born Zoroastrians! ... How will 
members of this generation cope with life in their 
fast lane? Will they resonate with their elders? 
Will they possess the cultural and religious 
values needed to survive as a community? Will 
they serve as torch bearers to perpetuate the 
Zoroastrian faith on this continent? 
The answers to many of these questions can be 
found in how we prepare today's youth to face 
tomorrow's challenges. Through the millennia, 
Zoroastrian identity and religious culture have 
been our ANCHOR TO THE PAST, OUR 
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COMPASS TO THE FUTURE, As Farhang Mehr 
in his excellent book The Zoroastrian Tradition, 
[see Book Review] explains, the dwindling of the 
world Zoroastrian population is related to the low 
fertility rate, great mobility, and non-admission of 
outsiders. These characteristics combined wtth 
alienation from their tradttional culture and lack of 
a native religious context in their new home
towns, have created many concerns. Herein Dr. 
Mehr has given us the answers. Our religious 
culture must be an integral, inseparable part of 
our daily lives and we must know and practice 
the basic tenets of our great faith. We must be 
united in our resolve to establish a strong founda
tion for our community to grow and prosper in the 
future. 
We must open at an accelerated pace, a dialog 
with our youth who will soon be our replacers, 
our community's leaders of tomorrow. We must 
address their fears, concerns and show them the 
way ahead. In this context, we need to develop a 
plan to have an ongoing dialog with the youth of 
today to get their feedback and their greater 
involvement in community affairs. The important 
thing is to make a meaningful start - to take the 
first step - at the Congress. Refinements to the 
plan can then follow at the various Youth 
Congresses. 
As we approach the 21st Century, a future of 
accelerating change awaits us. We have only a 
brief period to devise a roadmap for the commun
ity, to instill in our youth traditional Zoroastrian 
values and to unite them as a community. I feel 
certain, that given an opportunity and proper gui
dance, the youth will respond to the challenge! 

Adel Engineer 
Editor, Articles and Letters 

NEWS FROM THE SECRETARY 

The 1992 FEZANA annual general meeting will 
be held on September 3 and 4, 1992, preceding 
the Eighth N.A. Zoroastrian Congress in Van
couver, B.C. It will be at the Arbab Rustam Guiv 
Darbe Mehr, on September 3, from 9.00 am to 
6.00 pm, and will continue at the Vancouver 
Trade and Convention Center on September 4, 
from 9:00 am to noon. Associations may send 
one or more delegates to the AGM; others may 
attend as observers. 



Associations are reminded to follow up on the 
action items following the last AGM: 

0 Verify that 1992 annual dues are paid up. 
0 Submit nominations for the offices of 

President, Treasurer and Assistant Secretary. 
0 Submit _names of 5 nominees for the process 

for resolution of substantive religious issues. 
° Collect census forms from individuals in your 

area and submit the package to FEZANA. 
0 Distribute ZYNA Youth Directory forms to 

youth in your area. 
Dolly Dastoor 
Secretary, FEZANA 

ON THE NORTH AMERICAN SCENE 
Shaping Our Future in North America 
Of the total population of 280,000,000 in USA 
and Canada, we estimate 10,000 are Zoroastri
ans. This translates to one Zoroastrian in 28,000 
- a mere drop in the ocean, and very alarming! 
We ask ourselves: How do we ensure our sur
vival, and the survival of our children as Zoroas
trians? In this milieu, are our communities going 
to last? Do we have a short and long term plan? 
�o we realize that living in N.A. at this point in 
time presents us with unique opportunities, not 
only for ourselves, but also for fellow Zoroastri
ans in Iran, India and Pakistan. 
Are the local associations able to respond to the 
needs of their community? How about those 
Zoroastrians in remote areas, where there is no 
association or place of worship? Are we doing 
enough to assLJre an adequate number of 
enlightened and knowledgeable religious leaders 
(Mobeds)? Have we planned for an International 
Center? Have we thought of resolving the 
acceptance/conversion question? 
Five years ago, you created FEZANA as an 
umbrella organization to help resolve some of 
these questions. To achieve this goal, FEZANA 
has to be given the authority to act. Most of all, it 
needs our continued, undivided spiritual and 
financial support. It is time for all of us to come 
together to make this a reality. If you have an 
idea or plan to accomplish this worthy task, 
please let us know, because we all share the 

same noble goal - survival and a bright future 
for all Zoroastrians, which in tum would lead to a 
better world for all mankind. 
K eikhosrow H arvesf, MD. 
Chairperson, FEZANA Finance and Fund Raising 

Settling in the USA 
It is September 1989, and we are anxiously wait
ing at San Francisco airport for the arrival of the 
first group of our fellow Zoroastrians, who are to 
be resettled in the USA. The pilot program, 
PS4000, started 18 months earlier with the US 
State Department, was finally bearing fruit. A few 
weeks later, at the Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr in 
Los Angeles, it was one of the most beautiful 
moments of our lives to see the happiness and 
hope in the faces of these newest N.A. Zoroastri
ans. They tell us their memories about their trip 
to the USA. They talk about the hard times and 
all the help they received from fellow Zoroastri
ans. They talk of their hopes and aspirations for 
their future. And we tell them of the good and 
bad they can expect in this big, beautiful, demo
cratic country that is now our home. 
That day, and many others have passed. 
PS4000 was successfully completed in Sep
tember 1991 to the full satisfaction of the State 
Department. We can all be proud that every indi
vidual is now well settled and a productive 
member of the society. Each was privately spon
sored without any financial support from the 
government. 
Through the successful implementation of this 
program we have introduced our community in a 
very positive way to the US government. Our 
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all those 
who made this entire process so successful, 
especially Dr. A. Adler and Mr. Joseph Coleman 
of the State Department, who spent 18 months 
with us day and night, to bring this program to 
life. We hope to continue this effort not only for 
future resettlement but also to get recognition 
and help for the newest community of Zoroastri
ans recently discovered in Tajikistan. 
Farshid Salamati 
Vice President, FEZANA 
Chairperson, Special Task Committee, FEZANA 
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Futurevislon, """"''""'"""" and Predictions 
I nd ia 's star astro loger and member of the 
Zo roastrian Associat ion of Metropol itan Washing
ton ,  Bejan Oaruwalla was the main speake r at 
the conference on  "Futu revis ion ,  Prophesies and 
P redict ions of the 1 990s and Beyond" ,  spon
sored by the Associat ion for Research and 
Enl ightenment, (which was founded by the famed 
American psychic Edgar Cayce) . 

Daruwalla's pred ictions on world events appear 
in astrology columns in newspapers in India, the 
M iddle-East and the USA. His recent predictions 
about the release of Nelson Mandela, M rs . 
Thatcher's downfal l , and the victory in the Per
s ian Gu lf have al l proven accurate . His latest 
book Star Signs, Numerology, and Chinese Astrology, 
includes material on world events, numerology , 
annual forecasts , and star signs. 

[From Zoroastrian News, Zoroastrian Association of 
Metropolitan Washington, December 1991] 

PASS IT ON . . .  
To he lp  reach a wider  reade rsh ip to th is 
Journa l ,  afte r  you read it P LEASE  PASS IT 
ON TO A FR IEND 

ZYNA Youth Directory 
A 1 992 youth d i rectory "Zoroastrian Youth of 
North America" is being compiled. All youth are 
invited to submit their entr ies in the fo rmat shown 
be low. To help defray publ ication costs adver
t isements and donations ( suggested $1 O per 
youth) wi l l  be appreciated . Send to : Jehangir 
Shroff , He lping Hands Zoroastrian Youth Com
munication Network, 1 201  Demaret, Houston ,  TX 
77055, tel: (71 3) 46 1 -7 140 .  

ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH O F  NORTH AMERICA 
DIRECTORY ENTRY FORM 

NAME : __________ _ 

ADDR E S S : _________ _ 

PHONE NO : ( __ ) ___ ____ _ 

EDUCATION : _________ _ 

Youth ' s  
Photograph 

S ize 
( WALLET) 

Dar-nl-Porl 
Chicago area l adie s  once again gathered at the 
Arbab Rustam Gu iv Darbe Mehr for the annual 
Dar-ni-Por i making session for the Ava-Ardvisur 
Parab . Several hundred poris were made , with 
proceeds go ing to the Zoroastrian Association of 
Metropol itan Chicago. To place your order ($5 
per pori )  ca l l  M rs .  Freny Mehta (708) 974-1 238. 

North American Census 
I am very disturbed at the lack of cooperation 
from some Associations in the census effort. For 
too long ,  we have bluffed our way without proper 
facts and figures. Having l ived in the West for 
over a quarter of a century, I am truly convinced 
that the West has progressed mainly because it 
has gathered factual information and marshalled 
it towards future goals . To survive and flourish 
here ,  we need to be better informed. Rather than 
make an emotional appeal , I appeal to your i ntel
lect to promptly forward the requested data, 
instead of questioning its usefu l ness. Census 
forms have been d istributed to each Association. 
Associations are u rged to collect data from thei r 
geographical area and make a special effort to 
count those in remote places. Individuals who 
have not received the form are requested to con
tact their nearest Association o r  M inoo Patel ,  
FEZANA Census Committee ,  1 38 LeMoyne , Oak 
Park, I l l inois, 60302 ,  te l :  (708) 383-8985. 

The "Father of Arizona" - a Parsi lnltlate1 

Charles Poston, born on April 20,  1 825 , was a MAR RIED/ SI!IGLE : _____ _ B I RTH DATE : 
------ man whose vision and enterprise earned him PRoFEs s xoN1Hoa s r E s 1 rnTEREsTs , ____________ recognition as the "Father of Arizona. "  By turns , 

--------------------- he was a lawyer ,  explore r, miner, author, and 
--------------------- politician. In between, he was an authority on 



desert reclamation , a guns l inger (enough to be 
inc luded i n  a l ist of the southwest 's classic p is
to leers ) ,  and a student of Orienta l rel igions . As a 
young man,  Poston went West to seek his for
tune ,  and found a country that would inspire him 
for the rest of h is l ife .  

I n  1 869 , Poston ,  as commissioner o f  t he  US in 
Asia, t rave led to China and I ndia. In Bombay he 
became absorbed in the tenets of the Parsi com
munity ,  and "became a Parsi init iate under the 
sponsorship of the son of an Oriental phi lanthro
pist". I n  1 87 1  he traveled to France , where he 
w intered in the old royal suburb of Ve rsai l les. I t 
was probab ly then, that he prepared a volume 
cal led The Parsis. This dissertation was publ ished 
in London i n  1 872, and reissued later as The Sun 
Worshippers of Asia. 

By 1 877, Poston was back in Arizona.  "Seeing a 
chance to propagate the Parsi rel ig ion ,  he pub
l ished an American edit ion of The Sun Worshippers 
of Asia and even  went to the extent of se lecting a 
nearby butte as the site for a Zoroastrian temple .  
H is own resources did not enable h im to do more 
than start a road up to the chosen location .  He 
did however ,  write to the Shah of Pers ia request
ing funds in the name of Zoroaster. This was yet 
one more of Poston's grandiose schemes that 
never came to fru it ion .  

From "Charles Poston , Father of Arizona" by John 
Myers, Arizona Highways Magazine ,  August 1988. 
Submitted by Mehr Soroushian , Howell, New Jersey. 

New Weapon Against Job Discrimination 
The US Congress th is fal l enacted the C ivil 
R ights Act of 1 99 1 , a major bi l l  designed to com
bat discrimination .  This Act strengthens protec
tions against sexual harassment and other 
discrimination against women, people of diffe rent 
re ligions, and people with disabil it ies. I n  case of 
l itigation ,  plaint iffs wil l have the right to have 
jur ies hear their case and receive compensatory 
and pun itive damages for intentional d iscrimina
tion. However, businesses with fewer than 1 5  
employees wi l l remain exempt from the measure . 
Complaints may be f i led with the EEO Commis
s ion ,  2401 E Street, NW, Washington ,  DC 20506. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Eighth North American Congress 11Jrlf1r,r.lllm 
{Other Congress Information next page.] 
The Congress p rogram will be on the theme: 
"Looking Ahead to the 2 i st Century": 
Session i :  "Zarathusht ra's Message 
Relevance to the Present ,  Significance for the 
Future"- K. Zarolia, F. Mehr, F. Mistree. 
Session 2 :  "Adopting a Unif ied Calendar"- P .  
lchaporia, J .  Bagli. 
Session 3 :  "Future Di rections for the Zoroastrian 
Community in N .A . ,  a Public 'Speak Out' 
Session"- H. Homji , R. Rivetna, F. Salamati, D. 
Dastur, F. Patel. 
Session 4 :  "Zarathushtra and the New World" ; 
"Worldwide Dispersion of I ranian Zoroastrians" 
( in Farsi)- /. Pourkarimi, F. Shahrokh, M. 
Shahrvini. 
Banquet Keynote Speaker: ''The Heritage and 
the Vision of the Futu re"- K. Irani. 
Session 5 :  "Focus on Education"- S. Engineer, 
M. Khodavandi, F. Shahzadi, E. Eduljee. 
Session 7 : "World Zoroastrian Organization"- S. 
Captain, D .  Tamboli. 
Session 8 :  "Concerns, Queries and 
Viewpoints"- J. Mavalwala , L. Gama, P. Mistry, K. 
Antia. 
Session 9 :  "Change"- Youth Team(s) 
Session 1 O :  "Reports from Workshop 
Chairpersons"- B. Deboo , D. Captain , M. Amalsad, 
C. Shahrokh, M. Boyce, R. Irani, D. Dastur, F. Mehta, 
K. Nanavaty, P. Amrolia , S. Petigara. 
Session 1 1 :  "Vision of Zoroast rians in the West in 
the 2 1 st Century"- M. Boyce, s. Heifetz. 

Chlldren 's Art Competition 
A chi ldren's art competition wil l  be held in con
junction with the Eighth N .A. Zoroastrian 
Congress in Vancouver, 1 992. Ch ildren up to 1 6  
years are invited to submit paintings, drawings, 
etchings and collages on the fo l lowing themes :  
(a) Looking ahead to the 2 1 st century ;  (b) Most 
memorable Zoroastrian event in my life ; o r  (c) 
Family or community l ife .  

Upto three pieces of artwork may be submitted, 
not to exceed 24" X 24" . There will be two prizes 
in each of three age categories. Submit entries 
by June 30, 1 992 to : Bel la Tata, #401 - 840 
Broughton Street , Vancouver, B .C .  V6G 2A1 . 



T H E  E I G HT H  N O RT H  AME  Z O ROASTR  C O N G R E S S  

Program 

,I/ailing Address: 

#40  l • 840 Broughton Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6G 2A 1, Canada 

"LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 21ST CENTURY'° 
September 4 - 6, 1 992 

Vancouver Trade and Convention  Center 
Vancouver, B ri ti sh  Co lumbia 

Thursday Sep 3 :  
9 :00 - 6 :00 FEZANA Annual General Meeting - Day 1 (at the Darbe Mehr) 
Friday Sep 4 :  
8:00 Registration 

FEZANA Annual General Meeting - Day 2 9 :00 - 1 2 :00 
2 : 00 - 4 :30 Workshops (Youth, Business, Women, Education, Canadian Zoroastrians) 

Registration 
Saturday Sep 5 :  
7 :30 
8:55 - 4:30 
6 :00 

Opening Ceremony, Congress Sessions 1 - 4 
Banquet 

Sunday Sep 6 :  
8:55 - 7 :05 Congress Sessions 5 - 1 1 ,  Closing Ceremony 

Registration Fee 
(Canadian Dollars) Full 

Package* 

Early Registration (before Jul 15) $1 25 
Late Registration (Jul 1 6  - Sep 2) $1 50 
On Sep 3 ,  4, 5 subject to availabil ity $1 70 

Full-time 
Student 

$1 05 
$1 20 

Congress 
Only 

$85 
$95 

Banquet 
Only 

� 
$65 

• Includes all workshops/sessions; buffet lunch Sep 5 and 6 ;  coffee/tea; and banquet. 
Souvenir Booklet Advertisement Rates 

Business card $ 50 
Patron $100 
Quarter page $ 1 50 
Half page $250 
Full page $400 

Travel and Hotel Arrangements 

Double page 
Back inside cover 
Front inside cover 
Back outside cover 
(Canadian Dollars) 

$ 750 
$3,000 
$4,000 
$5,000 

For hotel, fares and tours, including cruise to Alaska, contact Vancouver travel agents: 
R. Daroowala (604)980-053 1 ;  F .Amrolia (604)584- 1 41 1 ;  S .Mehrabani (604)984-7122; M. Deboo (206)353-3438. 
Children 's Art Competition 
(See FEZANA Journal this issue for details) . 
Community Awards 
Deadline for nominations was March 21, 1992. Awards will be presented at the Banquet. 
Registration packages are available from your local Association, or call : (Vancouver area code is 604) : 

Chairperson: Bella Tata , 681-5250 Vice-Chair : Mehraban Zartoshty, 988-1839 
Awards: Bella Tata, 681 -5250 Finance :Farrokh Namdaran, 926-7300 
Hospitality : Perviz Madan, 980-3402 Program: Soonoo Engineer, 324-9365 
Public Re ins: Kashmira Dastur, 524-4343 Secretariat: Shirin Sethna, 421 -7591 



Mazdayasnle Connection 
Ervad K. N .  Dastu r wi l l  conduct a re l ig ious camp, 
May 2 - 9 ,  1 992 in Oceans ide/Carlsbad , Ca l ifor
n ia .  Participants wi l l  learn about the re l ig io n  -
tenets ,  truths , mean ing of l i fe , ceremonies , trad i
t ions ,  h istory and cu l tu re ;  and how to i ntegrate 
re l ig ion i nto the i r  compl icated dai l ly lives, Fees 
are $225 (adults) and $1 35 (chi ldre n  under 1 2) .  
Contact S iloo Mehta ,  Mazdayasnie Connection , 
9528 Walker, #5 , Cypress , CA 90630. 

1993 Parliament of World 's Rellglons 
Held in Ch icago in 1 893 ,  as part of the World 
Columbian Exposit ion , the " 1 893 Parliament of 
Wor ld Re l ig ions" marked the beg inning of inter
fa it h  d ialog in the modern world, I n  the words of a 
contemporary observer, it was "perhaps the most 
important re l ig ious gathe ring ever assembled," 
A hundred years later, this event wi l l  be cele
brated with the "1 993 Parl iament of the World's 
Re l igions" in Ch icago ,  August 27 - September 
5 ,  1 993, The Par l iament wi l l  be an assembly of 
re l ig ious and spiritua l  leaders ,  exhibits, concerts ,  
performances, workshops, interfaith discussions , 
worship services at local temples, mosques, 
chu rches, synagogues, and shrines. 

Special interest g roup sessions wi l l be he ld on :  
prayer ,  sacred music and art, tradit ional values, 
history of rel ig ions ,  women in re l ig ion ,  theology 
and p lural ism . Conferences on Critical Issues 
wil l include : the earth ( environment and conser
vation) ; the human community ; economics and 
just ice ; scie nce and technology ; and power, pol i 
t ics and l iberation ,  
Ca l l  fo r  Papers 
The g lobal Zoroastrian community needs to 
present its very best for th is event. Zoroastrians 
interested in presenting a paper contact : Rohin
ton R ivetna, 626 West 56th Street , Hinsdale , I l l i 
nois  6052 1 , (708) 325-5383 , 
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Zoroastrian Olympics 
Los Ange les wi l l be the host for the Zoroastrian 
Olympics, Ju ly 3 - 6, 1 992. The program wi l l  
inc lude team games and i ndividual competit ions 
as well as social activities ,  tours and sightseeing , 
a beach party ,  d inner cruise , dancing and more . 
Youth and adu lts al ike are invited to participate or 
just come and enjoy the fe llowship and fun .  Con
tact : Bijan Khosravian i  (408) 972-0509 .  

Surtl James Bond 
The popularity of the natak (comedy) presented 
by the Zoroastrian Associat ion of California in 
1 99 1 , has prompted them to sponsor the murder 
mystery and comedy "Surti James Bond", by 
Din iar Contractor and troupe , at the Aviation 
Auditorium,  Redondo Beach , Cal ifornia, on May 
30, 1 992. Tickets · f rom $1 O to $40 .  Contact: 
Aban Commissariat, (3 1 0) 475-5624. 

Council for a ·  Parliament of the World's Religions 



ENTERPRISE 

As a service to readers, 'Zoroastrian businesses are 

listed in this section .  Please support our 'Zoroastrian 

entrepreneurs. 

Rus i  Gandh i  Realty. 
Rusi Gandhi , 605 1 North  Linco ln Avenue Chi 
cago , I l l i nois 60659 , te l :  (3 1 2) 973-77 1 4. 
Special izing in real estate sales , Flo rida proper
t ies and hote l/mote l i nvestment .  

RV and Associates .  
Rus i  Vaghaiwal la o f  the Chicago area, has 
started his own Fi nancial Consu ltancy , I ncome 
Tax and Account ing bus iness .  He wi l l  welcome 
you r business. Cal l :  (708) 759-2637. 

Sudrehs and Kustis 
Sudrehs and kust is , hand-made by Pars i  
Zarthusht i  lad ies in Gujerat accord ing to Zoroas
t rian r ites ,  a re avai lable in various s izes and 
f ineness f rom :  Jer Daboo, Sorab Mano r , 6 Wal
ton Road, Co laba , Bombay 400 039 , India. 

Investments for Not-For-Profit Organizations 
and Individuals Approaching Retirement 
Erosion of a not-for-profit o rganization's capita l 
due to inf lat ionary environment is a big risk . 
These organ izations have a f iduciary duty to the i r  
members to prese rve the capita l risk-f ree and at 
t he same t ime enhance the g rowth cap ita l .  
Search for investment instruments that fu lf i l l  
these object ives is d ifficu lt with low y ie ld ing CDs 
and Treasury Bonds . The e lderly du ring , o r  
approaching ret i rement are faced with a simila r 
d i lemma. 

A viable alternate that has been successful ly 
used for decades by Corporate Pension Funds, 
Ret irement Trust Funds of Government, Publ ic 
and Private Corporations ,  and Profit Sharing 
P lans , is investments in Mutual Funds . 

The basic concept of Mutual Funds is : "A group 
of o rganizations or individuals" with "common 
goals and objectives" in f inancial gains, form a 
pool of the i r  financial resources, and invest in a 
group of companies. They offer :  (a) Liqu idity ,  (b) 
Flex ibi l ity , and most important of a l l  (c) Security , 
by virtue of diversificat ion .  

Mutual Funds of fer  a variety of  objectives and 
goals ranging from "Aggressive Growth" , to 
"GiOwth and Income" , to " Income" only . They 

may be invested in loca l  (USA) or fo re ign mark
ets .  The i r  investment modes may be equit ies ,  
bonds ,  convertible securit ies , real estate or 
treasury instruments .  Some Mutual Funds may 
special ize in certa in sectors of the economy, 
such as f inancia l ,  transportation ,  communica
t ions , health care , techno logy or uti l ities .  Others 
may special ize in certain geographical sectors . 
Based on the i r  mode of operat ion they may be 
classif ied as open-end (so ld only through the 
fund companies that operate them) , or closed
end (sold in the open market simi lar to stocks , 
through brokers) .  Open-end Mutual Funds are 
furthe r classif ied as No-Load, Low-Load (charg
ing between 2 to 4 .5% brokerage fees) , and Load 
(charg ing between 5 to 8 .5% brokerage fees) . 

The most important factor in  selecting a Mutual 
Fund i s  to set an objective and a Goal , then f ind 
a matching fund. For organizations and individu
a ls near retirement , the obvious objective is 
preservation of capital , and the goal wou ld be 
g rowth of capital , in excess of the rate of inflation ,  
with minimum investment risk. The most su itable 
type of fu nd for these principles wou ld be Growth 
and Income type of fu nd ; or if current income is 
secondary, then Growth type of fu nd. For stable 
long term investment approach, investment in 
Equ ity Mutual Fu nds is most appropriate . The 
cumu lative return on various investment vehic les 
over the decade of the 1 980s is shown: 

Stocks (S&P 500) 403% 
Corporate Bonds 240% 
Treasury Bonds 227% 
Treasury B il ls 1 34% 
INFLATION 65% 

Financial rewards are always in proportion to the 
risk. An educated risk is healthy in the process of 
growth of the individual and the community. 
Quest ions and comments , contact : Jehang i r  K. 
Shroff , 1 20 1  Demaret , Houston ,  TX 77055, te l :  
(7 1 3) 461 -71 40. 

With compl iments  From : 

HOMI DAVIER AND RUSTOM ENGINEER 

t 
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J9JJ Tvesl.h eimer, c5u//e 222 

Jfo us/on, 'Je:xas 7702 7 
( 71 3 )  850-0808 



Interlace for NRI Scientists and 
The Government of India has estab l ished a new 
p rog ram cal led INR IST ( I nterface for Non
Resident I nd ian Scient ists and Technolog ists) , 
which acts as a point of contact between NR ls  
and o rganizat ions in I ndia . The goal i s  to  mobi l 
ize expertise of NR I  professionals  and 
entrepreneu rs to set up col laborative projects 
and jo int ventures in Ind ia. NR I  experts wishing 
to consu lt in I nd ia  under th is program please 
send bio-data and proposals to: INRIST Center, 
CS IR  Complex , NPL Campus , Pusa, New Delhi 
1 i 0 01 2 .  

Pegasus Products, Inc. - a Success Story 
Started by Farrokh Patel in a rented 800 sq . ft .  
warehouse i n  1980 , with one part t ime he lpe r, 
Pegasus P roducts today occupies a 1 3 ,000 sq ft 
bu i ld ing in an industrial complex in New Jersey, 
and employs a staff of 40 people . P roducts 
inc lude vinyl swimming pool l iners ,  pool safety 
covers ,  hazardous chemical bags ,  tarpau l ins , 
e nvironmental cont ro l  l iners , and much more .  

Having bui lt this manufacturing faci l ity s ing le
handed, 'from scratch' ,  Farrokh says i t  has not 
a lways been smooth  sai l ing ; in fact at t imes, it 
has been very very tough .  But today , Pegasus 
P roducts , I nc . (34 Columbus Road, Somervil le ,  
NJ 08876) is do ing a brisk business . Farrokh 
l ives with his wife Gool and three teenage 
daughte rs i n  M i l l i ngton ,  New Jersey . 

Zoroastrians in the Armed Forces 
DR .  (MRS) SILLOO KAPADIA is in the US Navy 
for the last three years in the Medical Corps, and 
holds the rank of Commander. Having com
p leted her medical studies in  I ndia , she was until 
recently a pathologist in a Pittsburgh hospital . 
She is at present stationed in Washington D.C. 

Daughter of Silloo and Behram , SHERNAAZ 
KAPADIA is an ensign In the US  Navy , studying 
for a medical degree at Temple Un iversity , Phi
lade lphia. When she was accepted into the 
Navy, She rnaaz was given the Oath of Allegi
ance by none othe r than her  mother ! 

KURUSH MORRIS ,  son of Fred and Zahver 
Morris of New Jersey, l ieutenant in the US Navy 
for the last three years , is currently serving on the 
USS Stark. Befo re jo in ing the Navy , Kurush 
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received h is 8 .A .  f rom the New York Maritime 
col lege . He is an Eagle Scout and a recipient of 
the Good Fa ith Emblem in Zoroastrianism. 

AROUND THE WORLD 
Association of Inter-Married Zoroastrians 
A group of Parsi Zoroastrians married to non
Pars i 's have formed the Association of I nter
Married Zoroastrians , the main object being "To 
assert, estab l ish ,  agitate for ,  protect and safe
gua rd the rights ,  privi leges, benefits available to 
Zoroastrians married to non-Zoroastrians . .  . "  All 
Zoroastrians married to non-Zoroast rians are e li
gible to become Membe rs .  Others who sympath
ize wit h  the aims and objects may become Asso
ciate Members .  There is a o ne-time l ife member
ship fee of Rs. 1 ,000 for Members and Rs. 300 
for Associate Members .  Contact : Mis . Desai , 
Berj is & Chinoy , 1 43 ,  Sir P .  M .  Road, Fort, Bom
bay 400 001 , te l : 2862434. 

TIIB HELPING HANDS ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH 

COMMUNICATION NETWORK COMMITTEE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

PRESENTS 

NA VZOTE MAST R 
A COMPOSITION OF SELECTED 

AVESTA PRAYERS WITH THEIR MEANINGS 

BY 

MEHER  DADA B H O Y  AM ALSAD 

" A  Unique Approach for Infants e n d  Toddlers" 

NAVZOTE MASTER IS RECORDED ON INVISIBLE SPEAKER SYSTEM 
"Slll!HD RETRIEVAL ill.IEM" , WHI CH ENHANCES THE LEARNING 
POTENTIAL OF THE lli.1.1)_ BY MANY FOLDS . THIS TECHNIQUE 
HAS BEEN IlM.E IlSitQ .QH AH lN.EAHI, AND HAS PRODUCED 
EXCEPTIONAL R.ES!.!.!.IS., WHICH ARE DEMONSTRATED INSIDE 
THIS PACKAGE FOR YOUR REVIEW .  

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR COMMITTEE OR GROUP FOR OBTAINING A 
COMPLETE PACKAGE OF NAVZOTE f.!A.S.IER ill YQl!B. fAMIL.Y, 
II 111niawa suggested donat ion o t  $ 1 5 ,  00 (US o r  Canad ian) i s  
reco111Hnded t o r  NIIVZOTE l!IISTER, Th• proceada troll th i s  dona t ion 

. will be used directly BY ZOROIISTRIAIIS 'l'O SERVE ZOROIISTRIIINS tor 
educationa l ,  11•dical , and Youth Leadership cavalopaent PROGRAMS . 

PLEASE l!IIXE CHECKS PAYIIBLE TO : FEZIINA ·- HELPING 111\NCS 
HEKO I NAVZOTE 111\ST E:R ,  ZYNA rwcs . 

i�dt;:-i5842 Villa Nova Circl�. Westminster, CA 92683, tel: (7 14) 895-3097 

GIVE YOUR CHILD A GIFT OF  PRAYER 
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MOVING TOWARDS A UNIFIED ZOROASTRIAN CALENDAR 

A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY IN 1992 

Perhaps the only relig ious community that embraces three separate calendars, Zoroastrians in 
1 992 will be presented with an opportunity to move towards a "unified" calendar. In the articles 
that follow, the authors explore various facets of this issue, from historical, religious and commu

nal perspectives. 

Compiled by Roshan Rivetna 

EVALUATING THE NE.ED 
Throughout Zoroastrian history, attempts have 
been made to intercalate the Zoroastrian calendar 
to synchronize it with the solar year. The ancient 
Zoroastrians, in their wisdom, recognized the 
difference (of about 5 hours and 45 minutes 
between the 365 day calendar and the solar year) 
and over the centuries, made various attempts to 
intercalate. Dr. Bagli [FEZANA Journal, March 

1991) and Dr. Vafadari [this issue] trace instances 
in history when corrections were made, and 
describe the genesis of the various calendar sys
tems. We are now close to the twenty-first cen
tury, and our miniscule community embraces 
three different calendars: 
Shenshahi : Has 12 months of 30 days, plus 5 
extra Gatha days. It gets out of step with the solar 
year by about 1 day every four years. 
Kadmi: Identical to the Shenshahi, except it is 
exactly 30 days (one month) ahead. 
Fasl i {or seasonal) : Intercalates by adding one 
day (Avardad-Salgah) every fourth year, and 
keeps in step with the earth year, as well as with 
the Gregorian calendar. Almost all Irani Zoroastri
ans fol low this calendar. 
In the year 1992 and for the four years following, 
the days of the month for all three calendars will 
coincide, though the months will be different. This 
happens only once every 120 years. From 1992 
to 1995 we will be presented with an opportunity 
that will not recur in our lifet imes. On this con
tinent, Zoroastrians are making a new beginning. 
Whatever we do, or fail to do, will have a lasting 
effect on future generations. 
Over the next few months we need to explore this 
matter in depth within the Associations and in the 
Mobed Councils. A session on the calendar has 
been planned for the upcoming Vancouver 
Congress and the FEZANA AGM . The questions 

we need to address are: 
• Should we move towards a unified calendar? 

Or should we maintain the status quo? 
• If there is a need to unify, which calendar 

should be selected? 
• What are the impacts of such a move? 
• How should such a transition be effected? 

There are two approaches to this issue. One 
approach is to promote the adoption of the 
selected calendar (the Fasli being the rational 
choice) as the official calendar for FEZANA, and 
encourage Associations and individuals to move 
towards the same. However, the final choice is 
up to each Association and each individual . An 
alternative approach, as proposed by Dr. Bagl i  
below, is to 'unify' the three calendars, by making 
a collective decision to apply a one-time 'correc
tion' to bring all three Navroze Days (Roz Hor
muzd and Mah Fravardin) to March 21 ,  and then 
apply periodic intercalations, to maintain them 'in 
synch'. This approach would need consensual 
agreement from the Mobed Councils , Associa
tions and individuals. 
Let us look carefully at all sides, and collectively 
choose a direction that has the blessings of the 
entire community. 
Rohinton Rivetna 
President, FEZANA 

1992 SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE, PLEASE 
Though the Journal is produced by 
volu ntee r  staff, it depends on your sub
scriptions and donations to cover the 
cost of printi ng and mail i ng .  P lease send 
you r 1 992 donations today. 



THE WHY, WHAT AND HOW ABOUT A UNI• 

FIED 

Zoroastrianism, a religion that is so devoutly dedi
cated to the creations of nature has many of its 
prayers directed towards the praise of and tribute 
to the elements of nature - the sun, moon, f ire 
and water. The religion enjoins that all these ele
ments be represented when rituals such as 
Afringan ,  Baj and Jashans are performed. The Law 

of Asha - the perfect immutable order or righte
ousness is the very basis of the functioning 
cosmos. 
It is therefore not surprising to note that the days 
for observances of the cycling seasons in nature 
through the year, are held in utmost reverence 
and dedicated to the creator. To keep the 
adherents constantly aware, these days are incor
porated into the religious calendar. The celebra
tions of these high feasts, Gahambars dedicated to 
Ahura Mazda and the Amesha Spentas was a strict 
obligation believed to have been laid down by 
Prophet Zarathushtra. The pastoral community of 
early Zoroastrians depended on these seasonal 
changes for their very life, and devoutly cele
brated these festivals with religious services at the 
proper time of the year as changes of the seasons 
set in, and always initiated their new year with the 
beginning of spring on the day of the spring 
equinox . 

Why the Need for a Unified Calendar 
Today there are three NoRuz (New Year) days 
within a year due to three different calendars, and 
because of the constant backdrift in two calen
dars, the days of gahambars are in disarray with 
natural order, their importance is totally lost , and 
the understanding of our religious calendar is in 
complete shambles. This is a strong enough rea
son why the community should seriously consider 
the question of a unified calendar. Clearing up 
this confusion for an orderly understanding should 
be an important rationale for a religion that is 
based on the principle of fundamental truth and 
righteousness. 
The perpetuation of three calendars in theory 
demands performances of rel igious rituals in tripli
cate through the year. The limited resources of 
the priesthood on this continent, simply cannot 
fulfill such a task. Consequently, having three 
systems of computation is often a deterrent to the 
celebration of some of the important observances. 

Shenshahi and Qadimi calendars are largely fol
lowed by the Zoroastrians from India. In contrast 
I ranian Zoroastrians follow the seasonal Fasli 

reckoning . This d ifference is one of the major 
barriers to the unif ication of the two communa 1 

groups. A unified calendar will go a long way to 
improve the situation . Harmonizing the rituals 
with the introduction of a unified calendar, will 
result in more synergy between the two groups , 
leading to a better understanding of the cultural 
differences . It can also open the door to a dialog 
between the priesthood of the two groups to 
understand the differences in the performance of 
rituals and promote the development of synchro
nous ritual practice. Conformity in ritual perfor
mances of Iranian and Pars i  mobeds, and 
improved understanding of the two cultures can 
potentially enhance the poss ibility of a merger of 
the two Mobed Councils and generate a strong 
and unified communal base . 
A single unified calendar will provide a rational 
explanation of the doctrinal concepts embodied in 
the calendar, to the inquiring youths. Understand
ing the implications in the organization of the 
calendar can stimulate the perception of the 
younger generation towards the religious impor
tance of the computational system. 
Finally, it is vital that dates of important events in 
the history of Zoroastrianism on this continent be 
recorded for posterity in terms of the Zoroastrian 
day, month and year. For example, critical dates 
of the formative events in the growth of FEZANA 
should be recorded in our Roz and Mah, and Yazde
gardi year. With the practice of three calendars, 
such record is scrupulously avoided, thus losing 
the spiritual , religious and cultural fringe of these 
occasions. 

The Proper Choice 
The next obvious question is which of the three 
calendars is most suited for adoption on this con
tinent? It is sufficiently clear that in an effort to 
revive our primal religious tradition ,  our new year 
must inaugurate on the day of the vernal equinox . 
Only then will all · the high devotional festivals of 
Gahambars recur in their proper locations. The 
chosen calendar should also mar1< the period of 
the observance of Gah Rapithwan as prescribed in 
our tradition, from spring to autumn, from Mah Fra
vardin to Meher. Finally all these must be 
prevented from drifting backwards with the help of 
a firm and practical intercalation needed for a 
solar year. Of the three - Shenshahi, Qadirni 
and Fasli - reckonings, the first two have no 
practical mode of intercalation. These calendars 
do not maintain the days of Gahambars, or the 
periods of observance of Rapithwan in correct 
locat ion. Because of consistent drift backward, 



the new year day cannot be he ld constant on the 
day of the vernal equinox. 
The calendar of Fasal or seasons, is the only one 
that fulf i l ls al l the above requi rements. Fasl i  is the 
only calendar that has built within it a mode of 
i ntercalat ion that can firmly hold the day of 
NoRuz, and the days of Gahambars, in the ir 
proper locations and also define the correct period 
for the observance of Gah Rapithwan. In pri nci
ple, the Fasli calendar is no different from the 
other two, except for the addition of one extra day, 
AVARDADSALGAH, every four years. Our 
ancestors did just that by intercalating their lunar 
calendar with the addition of a month every six 
years, before the erroneous confusion set in after 
the change to the solar year in Sassanian times. 
Finally, the roz of the Fasl i  calendar always over
laps with the same day of the Gregorian calendar 
year after year. Thus Roz Hormuzd of Mah Fra
vardin always coincides with 21st March . 

How Can We Transition ? 

The mode of transition to a unified calendar 
should be considered as an "adjustment" rather 
than a "change" .  It must be realised that all the 
three calendars are identical in their content of 
365 days, 1 2  months of 30 days, and the five 
Gatha days at the end. On March 2 1 , 1 992 Roz 
Hormuzd of all the three calendars wi l l  overlap. 
That day wi ll init iate Mah Aban, Adar and Fravar
din of the Shenshahi ,  Qadimi and Fasl i calendars 
respectively . This overlap of the first roz occurs 
only once every 120 years. For those who under
stand the importance of this adjustment, it is a 
relatively simple matter to start observing Mah 
Fravardin (Fasl i) in place of Aban (Shenshahi) . 
This � would involve passing over the Shenshahi 
months Aban to Spendarmad. A similar adjust
ment was made by the Qadimi mobeds when they 
passed over Mah Adar of the year 1114 Y.Z. 
( 17 45 /.\.D . )  to initiate the Qadimi calendar (Dastur 
Hoshang Memorial Volume, 1918, pg. 143). 

This proposed adjustment of five months will 
correct and improve the overall understanding of 
the religiosity of the calendar, and thereby pro
mote unification. It will make a monumental con
tribution to revive a tradition and e liminate the 
confusion, that has our revered festive days 
including NoRuz day, totally out of tune with 
nature for centuries. 
This important adjustment must be so organized 
that it presents a unified effort of FEZANA, all 
associations of N .A .  and the Mobed Councils .  
Knowledgeable individuals, through their 
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associations should convene efforts to arouse and 
cu lt ivate the importance of the re l ig iosity of the 
calendar among the grass roots community ,  and 
motivate the respect ive organizations to make the 
move towards adaptation. Now is the t ime to 
pave the way for future generations through refor
mation of our religious calendar, to establ ish 
UNITY of the Zoroastrian community on this con
tinent . 
Dr. Jehan Bagli 
Princeton , New Jersey 

GENESIS OF THE THREE CALENDARS-- A 
HISTORICAL REVIEW 

The ancient Iranians, like other agrarian civi l iza
tions, based their system of counting days on the 
relationship between the sun and the earth. This 
is the foundation of the 'solar calendar' .  The solar 
calendar following the seasons is today cal led the 
Fasl i system. On the other hand, some communi
ties such as the early Jews and Arabs based their 
calendar on the rotation of the moon around the 
earth, creating the ' lunar calendar ' .  With 1 2  luna
tions in a year, (the lunar cycle being about 29 
and a half days) , this calendar drifts 1 1 days each 
year. 
Like the Egyptians, the ancient Iranians had 1 2  
months of 30 days each. This system was an 
improvement over the lunar, but stil l drifted 5 to 6 
days every year. So an extra 5 days were added 
to make the year 365 days. During the early 
Achaemenian ru le (550 - 330 B .C.), both Babylon 
and Egypt were incorporated into the Persian 
Empire. The Babylonians used a 'lunisolar' calen
dar system. The 12 lunations formed the basis for 
the 1 2  months, but were increased every so often 
to bring the first day of the New Year to fall in the 
spring. This intercalation to correct the drift was 
performed in various ways. One method was to 
intercalate seven months (7 X 30 = 21 O days) 
every 19 years to correct for the 1 1  days per year 
drift ( 19 X 11 = 209 days) of the lunar calendar. 
The Achaemenians saw fit to follow the solar 
calendar (30 X 1 2  = 360 days) and apply an inter
calation of one 30 day month every 6 years. 
In the 4th century B.C. Alexander marched over 
the lands of the Achaemenlans. The Greeks had 
a great respect for the 'wisdom of the East' and 
borrowed many local customs. These were 
passed on to the Romans and formed the 
ingredients of early European civilizations. Fol
lowing in the footsteps of the Achaemenians, after 



the victor ies in Egypt , the Roman Empero r Jul ius 
Caesar, in 46 B .C .  introduced a 365 day calendar 
for  the Romans embedding his own name in the 
seventh month (July) . This is known to us as the 
Julian ca lendar. 

Significance of the Months 
Under Parthian rule the calendar was basically 
Achaemenian, but was continually under political 
and local transformations. In 230 A D. Ardeshir 
Babak, founder of the Sassanian Empire made 
the 365 day year the official state calendar. 
Reverting back to the pre-Alexander Zoroastrian 
tradit ion , the 5 extra days were named after each 
holy section of the Gathas. Every one of the 30 
days was given a religious name. Of the 30 
names, 1 2  were also the names of the 1 2  months. 
When the name of the month and day coincided, 
that day was celebrated with a feast and Jashn. 
Some of the Jashns celebrated by the 
Achaemenians are mentioned in the Old Testa
ment, and were officially declared as State holi
days by the Sassan ians. These 1 2  Jashns 
become even more significant if they coincide with 
the seasons. The month was split into 4 parts -
a close parallel to the Semitic system of 'weeks' .  
The fi rst seven days were named after the Ame
sha Spentas . The 8th, 15th and 23rd days are 
Daepadar, Daepmeher and Daepdin; they pre
cede Adar, Meher and Din respectively. The ver
nal equinox, the fi rst day of spring, was taken to 
be the first day of the year, and was called Nou 
Rooz (New Day) . 

Introduction of the 'Leap ' Year 
The early Sassanians applied an intercalation of 
one month every 1 20 years to their 365 day 
calendar. Subsequently, it was found that this 
system was impractical - a drift of 30 days was 
too long a dislocation from the seasons. In about 
51 O A . O. the Sassanians introduced the simple 
'leap year' . Their method was to add one extra 
day after the five Gatha days once every 4 years. 
The extra day was named Avardad Salgah, 
literally meaning 'extra given by God' .  This 
created the Fasll , or seasonal system. The group 
who adhe red to the old one month intercalation 
every 120 years,  are what we know today as the 

. followers of the Qadimi (old) calendar. 
I n  Europe in 1 582 under  Pope Gregory X I I I  the 
accumulated difference �between the Julian and 
the true solar calendar amounting to about 1 o 
days, was corrected, giving birth to the Gregorian 
calendar, in common use today . Afte r the fall of 
the Sassanians in the 7th _ century A. O . ,  the 
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Moslem lunar system took a foot ing in I ran .  Find
ing the large drift of the lunar calendar unaccept
able, eminent astronomers were commissioned by 
the Moslems to produce a practical calendar. In 
the 1 1 th century,  Khayyam, a professional 
mathematician,  astronomer and poet produced 
the Jalali calendar, which was a total reversion to 
the pre-Moslem Fasli system. 
The Parsis, who migrated to India about 1 000 
years ago must have fo llowed the Qadimi system. 
Unfortunately the intercalation was overlooked 
and during their long sojourn in India they inter
calated only once. This system came to be 
known as the Shenshahi (Royal) calendar. 
After centuries of neglect, the Nou-Rooz has now 
drifted behind by 7 months, and comes in August 
instead of March 21 . The followers of the Qadimi 
system in Iran have also neglected the intercala
tion for about 1 000 years, and they are eight 
months behind. A complete drift of one solar year 
takes approximately 1 500 years . 

Uniting In 1992 
I n  1 992 March 2 1st , the first day of spring will be 
Hormazd Roz in all the three systems. Why not 
take this opportunity to call that day the unified · 
Nou Rooz for all Zoroastrians. There are about 
50 million Moslems in I ran who celebrate this day 
as their official start of the year and they are 
proud of th is unique Zoroastrian heritage .  All the 
Bahai's use the first day of spring as the begin
ning of their new year, again derived from the 
ancient Zoroastrian calendar. Time has come for 
Zoroastrians to unite and put past errors behind 
them. I n  1 992 ( 1 361 Y .D . )  Mazdeans all over the 
world could unite and live in harmony once again 
for the first time since the coronation of Yazde
gard Ill in 631 A .O . ,  by adopting a unified system. 

[Excerpted from 'The Fasli Calendar", by Shahrokh R .  
Vafadari,  Payk-E-Kankash , Summer 1991 .J 

COUNCIL OF /RAN/AN MOBEDS VIEW 
The Kankash-e-Mobedan (Council of I ranian 
Mo beds) agrees with Mr. Vaf adari on uniting to 
have the FASLI calendar inst ituted in 1 992 . We 
are ready to work with any organization to f acili
tate the adopt ion of the Fasli calendar. We do not 
want to wait another 600 years to unite .  
On  behalf o f  the Council, I sincerely thank Dr. 
Jehan Bagli for his efforts in providing articles, 
comments and authentic evidence regarding the 



three calendars . By shedd ing l ight on  the cale n
dars and thei r historical background,  he once 
more proves that t he Fasl i system is the most pre
cise and accu rate .  Un ify ing into one Fas l i calen
dar is the most plausib le , sens ib le a nd mean ingfu l  
way to  pu t  o rder into the confus ion that has been 
generated over the past 800 years. I t  is not on ly 
desirable , but necessary in the interest of per
petuation of the religion of Asho Zarthosht, that 
we make this change , which wi l l  surely bring 
about more harmony ,  un ity and cooperation 
among the Zoroastrian commun ity . 

As this is an  important issue ,  it is suggested that 
Zoroastrian Associations world-wide un ify the ir 
calendar. FEZANA can provide informative 
materials, in order to be able to choose and make 
possib le t he trans ition to the Fasl i calendar. 

Mobed Bahram Shahzadi 
for Council of Iranian Mobeds of NA. 

CALCULATIONS AND INTERCALATIONS 

Do you know . . .  

- That January 1 ,  000 1 was a Saturday? 

- That September 2, 1 752 was Wednesday? 
The next day was Thursday , September 1 7, 
1 752, by a Decree of Declaration by Pope 
Gregory XI I I .  This correction was made in 
o rder to bring the calendar in line with the 
solar seasons. This is the cu rrent world calen
dar, a lso known as the Gregorian calendar. 

- That the century year ending in double zeros, 
although d ivisible by 4 is not a leap year 
u nless i t  is a lso divisible by 400? Hence the 
years 1 800 and 1 900 were not leap years , but 
the year 2000 will be . 

- That the Gregorian intercalation and correction 
was necessary because a l l  years ending in  
double zeros in the year 1 700 and before , 
were celebrated as leap years? 

- That t he revo lution of the earth around the sun 
completes in 365 days , 5 hou rs, 48 minutes 
and 46 seconds? 

- That the spring equinox (Jamshedi Navroze) 
fal ls on March 21 in the Eastern Hemisphere ,  
but on March 20 in the  Western Hemisphere , 
except in every leap year when it falls on 
March 2 1 . I n  the year 1 752, the spring 
equinox was on March 1 0 . 

- That compute r technology has made it poss i 
ble to create contemporary Gregorian ,  Fas l i 
and Shenshahi calendars from the year 000 1 
to 9999. A copy of any one year of the three 
ca lendars may be o rdered, with a $2.00 dona
t ion payable to F EZANA from Minu Pate l ,  1 38 
Le Moyne, Oak Park, I l l inois 60302, tel : (708) 
383-8985. 

Can you help? Did the year 0001 B .C .  precede 
the year 0001 A .C . ,  or was there an intervening 
year 0000? 

Minu Patel 
Oak Park, Illinois 

OF MONTHS, YASHTS AND THE SEASONS 

Although the most microscopic community, Parsis 
have the dubious distinction of havi ng three calen
dars : Shenshahi ,  followed by 8 1 %; Kadmi ,  fo l
lowed by 6%; and Fasli , fol lowed by 1 0% (based 
on a survey of delegates at the Fifth World 
Zoroastrian Congress ,  reported in 'The Numher 
One Problem", Parsiana, August 1991 ) . 

Which is the correct calendar to fo llow? About a 
decade ago ,  this author while translat ing some 
difficu lt portions of the Gathas, some Yashts and 
Niyahses for Mr. T. R .  Sethna's books, also 
translated the names of the present Parsi calen
dar months, keeping in mind the Yashts dedicated 
to each of these so called archange ls and angels , 
and compared them to appropriate Christ ian 
months, corresponding to the Fasli Sal Calendar 
which starts from March 21 st each year. Remarks 
are based on events observed in lands once parts 
of the Zoroastrian Empire , as also what individual 
Yashts have to say. These f indings are summar
ized in the table : 

IN COMING ISSUES ••. 
The themes for future issues of the Journal are :  

August 1 ,  1 992: "Ecology and the Environment" ; 

November 1 ,  1 992: "Looking Ahead to the 2 1 s· 
Century" 

February 1 ,  1 993 : "Zoroastrian Rel igious Educa· 
t ion" 

Letters and articles are invited . Submission 
deadline is two months prior to the issue date . 



Month Avestan Mean ings 
Related to Yashts 

Fravardin Farohars of departed 
Ardibehesht Asa-Vahista 

Archangel over 
fire and light 

Khordad Haurvatat 
Archangel over 
water and winds 

Tir Tistrya, angel 
over rain 

Amardad Ameratat 
Archangel over vegetat ion 

Shehrevar Xsathra Vairya 
Archangel over metals 

Meher Mithra 
Angel over light 

Avan Aredvi Sur 
Angel over water, floods 

Adar Atat 
Angel over fire 

Daye Dedication to 
Ahura Mazda 

Bahman Vohu Manah 
Archangel over animal 
kingdom (cattle) 

Aspandarmand Spenta Armaiti 
Angel over earth 

A simi lar comparison of the Christian months 
with the Shenshahi and Kadmi calendars 
makes no sense. Besides, if one compares 
the dates fixed in Afringan-e-Gahambar, only 
the Fasli calendar turns out to be correct. 
The word 'Fasal' means a crop and also a 
season, and Gahambars are seasonal agri
cultural festivals occurring in Iranian lands. 
The Pahlavi Bwuiahishn, XXV-20 states: "The 
auspicious month Farvartin, the month Arta
vahist and the month Horvatat are spring; Tir, 
Amerodat, and Satvarori are summer ;  Mitro, 
Avan and Ataro are autumn; Dae, Vohuman 
and Spendarmad are winter", which agrees 
with the Fasli calendar and also with the 
above table. 
The present observance of Rapithvan Gah 
from Shenshahi calendar is from September 
1st to June 27th, but the days during this 
period are never larger than nights, and pray
ing for Rapithvan (heat, summer) seems to 
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Christian Remarks & Events 
Months 
Mar2 1 -Apr1 9 Vernal Equinox 
Apr20-May 1 9  Heat, less sickness, 

wheat harvest 

May20-Jun18 C loudy , rainy , windy 

Jun1 9-Jul1 8 Rain , sowing millet 

Jul1 9-Augi 7 Meadows tu rn green 

Augi 8-Sepi 6 Metals.tools 
for harvesting 

Sep1 7-Octi 6 Autumn Equinox 
Day light starts decreasing 

Octi 7-Nov1 5 Clearing canals 
after floods 

Novi 6-Dec1 5 Colder days 
Hearthfjres burning 

Dec1 6-Jan 14 For prayers in 
Ahriman who created winter 

Jani 5-Feb1 3 Feed cattle 
Due to ::.1 • .., , :  x' .J ,  
animals can't be grazed 

Feb1 4-Mar1 5 Earth revives 
after cold/snow 
Five days for 
prayers for dead 

be at the wrong time. If one compares this to 
the Fas I i calendar, the praying of Af ring an 
Rapithvan makes sense as one sees that the 
length of the day starts increasing. 
Prayers prayed at false times and days may 
not be in proper perspective of Asho 
Zarathushtra's teachings, but each has his or 
her choice to select according to their own 
unbiased illumined mind. Is that not what the 
Gathas (Ys 30.2) tell us? 
Pallan Ichaporia 
Wolmensdorf, Pennsylvania 

{For details interested readers may read Appendix 
I developed with my late co-worker Mr. T. R. 
Sethna, in his book "Teachings of 'larathushtra ", 
Karachi, 1975.J 



The question  of Zoroastrians fol lowing one 
calendar , instead of the t hree currently used, 
has surfaced f rom time to t ime for almost a 
century .  Opin ions on the subject of reconci l 
i ng th is issue are quite often  diametrical ly 
opposed, probably because they involve 
matte rs of faith and tradit ion besides me re 
log ic. 

Historical Practices 
There are diverse views as to whether the 
Sassanians ever used the practice of inter
calating every four years and if so, how the 
intercalary day (the so-called Avardad Salgah) 

was treated [Dastur, 447; Doctor, 10]. We are 
told the four-year practice fe l l  into disuse 
s ince it was found to be extreme ly difficu lt to 
reconsecrate all the implements used in the 
rituals every four years. So before the last 
1 50 years of the Sassanian ru le, the 1 20-
year intercalation rule was implemented. 

With the Arab overthrow of the Sassanian 
Emp ire in 641 A. D . ,  the practice of intercala
tion was more or less forgotten until the year 
i 006 A .D,,, vyt}M 8oz Hormuzd and Mah Far
·v cudtn coincided with the ve rnal equ inox and 
four 1 20-year intercalations became due . At 
that time it was decided to make the change 
and the five Gatha days which were at the 
end of  Mah Ava were shifted to the end of 
M ah Asfandarmad [Mirza, 443] . It was then 
real ized that it wou ld become virtually impos
sible to continue this practice in the futu re 
because of the st ringest ritual demands , 
which could not be practiced in the prevailing 
pol itica l  cl imates both in I ran and in India. 

For this reason,  a special ceremony, known 
as the Sandad, was performed to 'seal' the 
then seasonally correct calendar. We are 
told t hat the Sandad ritual lasted for a month 
after which the Fasli re lig ious calendar 
ceased to exist and became the Shenshahi 
calendar which carries on to this day [Doctor, 
8]. Around 1 1 25 - 1 1 31 A.O . ,  however, the 
Pars is in India managed to perform a further 
1 20-year intercalation ,  while the I ranian 
Zoroastrians did not, thus throwing the i r  
calendars off by one month .  This difference 
was noticed , almost by accident ,  six centu ries 
later, bring ing about the ex istence of the 
Shenshahi and Kadmi calendars in I ndia. 
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Question of Priorities 
At a t ime in N .A ,  when due to various pres
sures ou r  very survival is threatened ,  the 
question of calendars fades into the back
ground . Also , the day-to-day priorities of our 
commun ity here are different f rom those that 
our Parsi ancestors experienced when they 
landed in I nd ia. The main reason for our 
recent migration is economic betterment, 
while that for our ancestors was the preserva
tion of the i r  rel igious and social cu lture . Rel i
g ion to us has almost become a weekend 
activity. With re latively few exceptions ,  we 
are unaware of the day o r  the month of our 
own calendar, leave alone the question of 
argu ing about what should or shou ld not be 
the correct day .  The question of performing 
elaborate rituals, whether it be every fou r  
years o r  1 20 years, does not real ly arise .  
The on ly driving force for this debate seems 
to be a unified Zoroastrian image which we 
can present to our  upcoming generat ions and 
to the rest of the country. If these reasons 
are considered worthwhi le by an overwhelm
ing majority of our commun ity members for 
g iving prominence to the Fasl i calendar and if 
this move wil l strengthen  ou r chances of 
safeguarding our faith and identity on this 
cont inent ,  then we wou ld be justif ied in  going 
ahead . 

Transitioning Without Polarization 
The main question then arises as to how we 
can t ransit ion without causing resentment or 
polarizat ion among community members. 
There are staunch adherents of the 
Shenshahi and Kadmi calendars in this coun
try and it wi l l not be possible for FEZANA or 
any other such body to make them change 
by decree. The most that FEZANA could 
expect to do is to start g iving more prom
inence to the Fasl i  calendar in its own affa irs 
while st i l l  recognizing the other two . If 
FEZANA can be seen to be working towards 
unity among ourselves and preservation of 
our fa ith  and identity , then people would, of 
their own accord, want to gradual ly fall into 
l ine with its direction .  If FEZANA decides to 
dictate to the i ndividual Associations, then 
there is a real r isk of f ragmenting the com
munity at the Association levels . 

By the same token ,  while many Shenshahi 
and Kadmi mobeds may not object to partici
pating in rel igious ceremonies he ld on days 
according to the Fasli calendar, as  is com
monly done in I ndia , they are not obliged to 



pray in the Fas li Roj-Mah if they do not wish 
to. Some of them may feel they are being 
d isloyal to the Agiary o r Atash Behrams 
where they were ordained .  Their wishes 
must be respected. 

Preserving Our Faith and Identity 
The preservation of community fellowship 
should be of p rimary importance . The basic 
point about the calendars is a religious one, 
that we remember with devotion al l  seasons 
and all watches of the day. The seasons are 
not uniform across the world, nor are the 
days and nights. What is important is not that 
we are all observing the same ceremony at 
the same time everywhere in the world, but 
that we share the same religious convictions 
and commemorate the sp iritual significance 
of each season, month and hour [Kotwal, 
158] .  Let us  not forget that the vast majority 
of our community members in India fol low the 
Shenshahi and Kadmi calendars. Let us not 
appear to be driving a wedge between our 
two communities. I f we must make a change 
in this country because we feel it will improve 
our chances of preserving our faith and our 
identity, then let us do our best to explain this 
to all concerned and seek their blessings. 
We wish FEZANA luck in this undertaking. 
Jal N. Birdy 
Corona , California 

1 .  Mirza, Dastur Hormazdyar, and Dastur Kayoji, 
Outlines of Parsi History, Bombay, 1987. 

2. Doctor, A., Dini-Avaz, Volume 14, Numbers 3 
and 4, Bombay, May-August 1989. 

3 .  Kotwal, Dastur Firoze M. and Boyd, J .  W., A 
Guide to the Zoroastrian Religion (translation of 
Erachji Sohrabji Dastur Meherjirana's book, 
1 869). 

THE CALENDAR - A GATHIC VIEW 

To a Zoroastrian, the calendar is a very 
integral and intimate part of the religion. It is 
our religious compass - if you take It away, 
you are lost at sea, r itually speaking . 

Sacred Implements - the A/at 
We do not know what Asho Zarathushtra 
wanted as the basis of our  calendar. In H is 
Gathas , He does not give any significance to 
Alat (sacred implements used by a priest 
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after appropriate consecration based on the 
Roj or day, and Mah or month) . The only 
thing that matters to H im is to become God• 
l ike through act ions , words and worsh ip .  This 
being so , the importance of Alat is not in con
sonance with His Gathic emphasis on human 
endeavor to realize the divine in us .  He even 
denounces priests who would teach other
wise. 
The issue is more complex for those Zoroas
trians in India who are strict traditionalists , 
and for those Mobeds who perform the Alat 
Kriya (prayers) , because Mobeds belonging 
to different Panths (sects) follow different 
Alats. While each sect followed its own Alat , 
and Mobeds of one sect did not collaborate 
with those of another, how do we know which 
sect and its Alat was the true one? And what 
should we make of the Mobeds of different 
sects merging together nowadays, even in 
Bombay? 
On this continent we have no Mobeds who 
perform the Alat Kriya , nor does it seem 
feasible in the foreseeable future to have 
such Mobeds here, unless we establish an 
Agiary or Atashbehram. Dasturji Kotwal 
clearly advised us (Ch:c.:::gc, � 980) that we 
cannot establish them here because Alat car. 
only be transported by land; and therefore on 
this continent we have to be satisfied with the 
establishment of only Dar-e-Mehrs . II we 
cannot have Alat here, at least we are for
tunate in having the Gathas as our gu ide, 
and we can rediscover the real  message of 
Zarathushtra - working on our inner being 
so that it reflects God's as much as is 
humanly possible. 

Fasli Calendar Reflects Gathic Teachings 
The Fasli calendar reflects Gathic teachings 
and is in agreement with various natural 
phenomena that inspire us to fulfill our obliga
tions to God and His universe. 
Emphasis on l iving in ecological harmony 
with the universe is clearly deducible from the 
Gathas. Fravardin Yasht maintains that 
Zarathushtra was born in the early spring , if 
not on Navroze. Zarathushtra, being the 
world's first environmental ist, clearly per
ceived the danger of Man working against 
God and His creation, if we did not l ive in har
mony with nature. He enjoins us to be a 
positive agent for the environment and bring 
it to perfection - Frashokereti. To follow a 



calendar that works against H is exhortat ions is to 
follow later priests but not Zarathushtra .  Our  ch i l 
d ren wonder why we ce lebrate our New Year 
months later when we know it falls on  the vernal 
equinox, which signifies a renewal in mother 
nature. And they wonder why we ce lebrate the 
d ifferent Gahambars (eg.  for planting and harvest
ing) when it is not that time of year. I rani Zoroas
trians have turned Fasli s ince 1 920 . As they are 
such a large portion of our population here , it 
would be so nice if we all celebrated Gahambars, 
etc. together on the same day . 

Zadsparam, Bundahishn [Ch. 25] and Dadestane Dini 

mention two calendars ,  one revolving and the 
other fixed, and clearly advise that we follow the 
fixed, which is the Fasli ca lendar. The revolving 
calendar is the one that unfortunately came into 
being after we forgot the practice of intercalation, 
or insertion of one extra month every 120 years . It 
should be emphasized that the moment we forgot 
the intercalation, all the Alats in use then became 
ineffective as they were no longer synchronized 
with the calendar. 

Making an Enlightened Choice 
Any calendar requires wil l ing adherence , espe
cia lly in th� case of an ancient people with such 
long standing traditions as the Zoroastrians. Peo
ple should not be forced into fol lowing a particular 
calendar. Rather  they should be thoroughly edu
cated on this issue and encouraged to make their  
own enlightened choice .  Albeit , even the wrong 
calendar can st ill lead to right practice, if one fol
lows the essential Gathic philosophy, which is far 
more pivotal to our religious being , than any 
calendar. For instance, even if no calendar other 
than Fasli ever existed, it would still not be appli
cable south of the equator. But the Gathic teach
ings are universal. 

An enlightened choice would point to the Fasli 
calendar as the t rue calendar for N.A. Our situa
tion here is not at all governed by the issue of 
Alat . Our Mobeds essential ly perform ceremonies 
that do not require Alat , and could even be per
formed by Behdins (laypersons) , especially in the 
absence of priests. Even if we ever establish Alat 
here in one location, the same scenario would still 
apply to all other locations. 

Since even the strict traditionalists agree that 
Behdins could follow the Fasli calendar if they so 
wish ,  there is no reason why Mobeds cannot also 
do so here, as they cannot perform the Alat Kriya 
here anyway. Nor can they maintain all the 
requi rements for such ceremonies as covering 

the i r  head with a white turban or cap at al l  t imes , 
not eat ing or d rinking out at al l ,  not t ravel ing by 
t ra in  o r  plane, staying away f rom contact w ith 
non-Zo roast ri ans or menstruating women, using 
nirang or gomez, and other such observances . 
Even in Bombay,  which is  the heart of orthodoxy , 
such strict observances are not maintained. Das
tu rji Kotwal himself has granted more and more 
latitude to Yozdathregar priests (those who per
form Alat Kriya) under his own jurisdiction. 
For these reasons, it wi ll be perfectly appropriate 
for  our Mobeds to study the issue and make their 
own enlightened choice and feel free to pray in 
the Fasl i  Roj-Mah if their conscience so dictates , 
provided they respect others' right to make their 
own independent choice . Regardless of what 
calendar we choose, we must strive to be worthy 
adherents of Asho Zarathushtra and His unparal
leled emphasis on our environment as embodied 
by our calendar. Amen! 
Dr. Kersey Antia 
Orland Park, Illinois 
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Unified Zoroastrian Calendar 
I ag ree with Dr .  Jehan Bagli 's art icle ( "Choosing a 
Unified Calendar - a Timely Concern" ,  FEZANA 
Journal,  March 1 991 ). There are many l ike 
minded individuals on this issue. Further d iscus
sion will be of no avail. I propose ACTION, to 
form a common platform for the like minded to 
get together. 
Prepare a Fasli calendar commencing on March 
21 , 1 992 in Eng l ish with Zoroastrian Roz and 
Mah. It should be of good quality , free of adver
t isements . D istribute these calendars free to the 
entire community of N.A . ,  with a strong message 
suggest ing that all Zoroastrians unite under a 
common flag. Business houses and philanthro
pists should be approached for donations. I 
would be prepared to donate $1 00 . The need for 
a calendar ex ists. Why not a Fasl i calendar? 
Noshir R. Sidhwa 
Houston , Texas 

Darb-e-Mehr or Atashkada ? 
Darb-e-Mehr ( Portal to Mehr) should be used 
instead of Atashkada (Fire Temple or the Abode 
of F ire) . Mehr implies good values that may ori
ginate from the sun ,  enlightenment, light, truth, 
clarity, virtue, knowledge and wisdom, rather 
than the disk of the sun. In Yazd, Zoroastrians 
always used the term Darb-e Mehr or Dar-e Mehr 
o r Bar-e Mehr, but never Atashkada. 
The problem with Atashkada arises because the 
meaning of Atash ( Fire) ,  as a symbol, metaphor 
and a philosophical idea are usually forgotten. 
Instead something new, that is the 'worship of 
f i re' is introduced. Ancient Zoroastrians held fire: 
(a) as a metaphor and symbol of many meanings 
synonymous with the above-stated meanings of 
M ehr ; and (b) analogous to the metaphoric sym
bolism of the cross or the stone of Kaaba for 
Christians and Moslems. Therefore saying 
Zoroastrians are fire-worshippers is analogous to 
saying Christians a re cross-worshippers or 
Moslems are stone-worshippers ! 
Rostam Keyan 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania 

Zoroastrians In China . . .  
Zoroastrianism, the official religion of the 
sanian Empire, seems to have arrived in China 
early in the 6th century , probably as a result of 
d iplomatic contacts with Persia. The re are 
known to have been four temples in Ch'and-an, 
two in Lo-yang, and others in K'ai-feng and in 
cities along the Silk Road. There are a few refer
ences to Zoroastrian temples as late as the '1 2th 
century. 
More intimate relations between China and the 
Persian kings came about in the early years of 
the T'ang dynasty (61 8  - 907 A .D . ) .  The last 
Sassanian ruler, Yazdegard Ill, who was hard
pressed first by the western Turks, and then by 
the Arabs, sent an embassy to China asking for 
assistance.  After he was killed, his son Peroz 
took refuge in Tokarestan, where he obtained the 
support of the local Turkish ruler. After the 
Chinese defeat of the western Turks in 659 A.D., 
when a short-l ived administration was set up in 
the conquered territory , Peroz was recognized as 
governor of Po-ssu, on the eastern borders of 
Afghanistan. He was unable to hold out against 
the advancing Arabs, and took refuge at the 
T'ang court around 670 A .D .  
There i s  evidence that descendents ot reiuge"ls 
from the Sassanian Empire were still serving as 
soldiers at Ch'ang-an, the Chinese capital, in the 
9th century. The large quantit ies of Sassanian 
coins discovered in Chinese territory are evi
dence of the continued importance of I ran in 
China's western trade after the Sassanians had 
supplanted the Parthians in Persia. The coins of 
1 2  different rulers ,  from Shapur I I  to Yazdegard 
Ill have been recovered, some along the Silk 
Road to Sinkiang , and others at Hsi-an, Lo-yang 
and many other places in China. 
[Excerpted from "Fascicle 4, Volume 4, Encyclopedia 
Iranica", Mazda Publishers, 1991 . Submitted by Dr. 
Pallan lchaporia, Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania.] 

Zarathushtra or Zoroaster? 
I have some observations about the use of the 
words Zoroaster, Zoroastrian and Zoroastrianism 
in the Journal. At this time, when we are trying to 
make ourselves visible to the rest of the world, 
we should use the authentic names -
Zarathushtra, Zarathushti and Zarathushti Din. 
Zara-thush-tra translates to Golden Shining Star. 
The Greeks abbreviated it to Zoro-aster or 



Golden Star i n  the Greek language ( "Zarathushtra 
and His Teachings ", Dastur Khurshed S. Dabu). The 
fol lowe rs of the rel ig ion are known as 
Zarathushtis , and the re l ig ion  that Zarathushtra 
spread is the Zarathushti D in ,  and not Zoroastri
an ism , which is essent ial ly a Western nickname . 

I f  we are to maintain ou r cu ltural heritage ,  it i s  
important that we maintain the o rig inal form. 
There are many instances of Pars is changing 
the i r  names, eg. f rom Phiroze to Phi l ,  Jehanbux 
to John, and so on .  This wi l l obl ite rate ou r 
ancestry .  Had our ancesto rs adopted H indu 
names when they came to India , we might not 
have preserved ou r  identity as a Zarathushti 
commun ity, which seems to be one of you r 
objectives .  

Jamshed Vdvadia 
Lansing , Michigan 

Zoroastrianism and Christian Origins 
I am a Roman Catho lic p riest of the D iocese of 
Dal las , and have been involved in the educa
t iona l  min istry fo r most of my twenty-eig ht years 
/i ' 1 ihe priesthood. My f i rst encounter with 
Zo roastr ian ism was du ring my years of graduate 
stud ies in theo logy at the Pontif ical Gregorian 
Un ivers ity i n  Rome. There had been occasional 
references to it in  various cou rses in scripture 
and church h istory , but when I began my thesis 
on  the orig ins of mess ian ism, I was led d i rect ly to 
the Zoroastrian doctrine of the saoshyants . After 
o rd inat ion, I was cal led upon  to exp lain to various 
groups the changes that were then transpiring in 
Cathol ic ism fo llowing Vatican I I .  Because of the 
very conservative outlook of many local Cathol
ics , I decided to do presentations solidly 
g rounded in h istory to demonst rate that the 
changes being made were we ll-founded rather 
than capricious .  

U nde rstandably , the area of g reatest interest to 
a l l  was that of Christian or ig ins. As I prepared 
my courses, it became obvious to me that I wou ld 
need to approach the Zoroastrian elements in a 
much more direct and systematic way. Much to 
my surprise , th is proved to be al l but impossible !  
No  local un iversities offered course on the sub
ject , and every bibliog raphical reference was 
e ither out of print or otherwise unobtainable . But 
I persevered ,  and have now acqu ired some 
volumes, mostly h istorica l ,  l iterary or theological 
In  characte r. 
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Considering the enormous impact of Zoroastrian
ism on world h istory and the development of 
most of the major re l igions, I have been increas
ing ly interested in learning of its contemporary 
situat ion and pract ice .  It seems particu larly trag ic 
to me that in these times, when regard for truth in 
pub l ic l ife , a crisis in education, concern for the 
environment ,  a search for a world-affirming faith, 
and an eroding work ethic, that a religion which 
has had them all for 3,500 years shou ld be so 
unknown to the world at large and so reduced in 
numbers. 

Richard C. Weaver 
Dallas, Texas 

Roots of Iran 
I wou ld l ike to quote some facts f rom the very 
recent h istory of the Zoroastrians of I ran , as 
presented in "The Zoroastrians of Iran - Conver
sion, Assimilation or Persistence , "  by Janet Amighi 
[AMS Press, New York 1990, ISBN 0404626033, $75]. 

Ms.  Amighi writes [p. 229] : 'When rioters 
attempted to destroy symbols of pre- Islamic I ran, 
such as Persepolis and Pasargade, they were 
contained by Moslem leaders , Ayatol lah Mahal
lati and others [Beeman W. , ''The Religion and Poli
tics in Iran", Yale University Press, 1983]. In 1 979 , 
Ayato l lah Sadughi ,  speaking in Yazd , pro
claimed : "Zoroastrians are the roots of I ran . We , 
Moslems , are like the branches of a t ree. If our 
roots are cut off , we shal l  shrivel up and die . "  In 
the same year the nationalist leader , Bachtiar 
held a meeting in  Los Angeles on the day of the 
fal l festival ,  Mehergan, in t ribute to the true 
nat ional ism. Thus al l major fact ions ,  though 
opposed to each other, e ither enthus iastically or 
reluctant ly , accept Zoroast rians as a symbol of 
Persian national ism [Kestenberg-Amighi, American 
Anthropological Society, Washington 1980]. 

I n  1 975, [p . 230] forty Moslems in Abadan, pri
marily employees of the I ranian OI i Company, 
wishing to convert to Zoroastrianism, had Mobed 
Shahmardan from India, perfo rm the in it iation rite 
for them. They called themselves Mazdiyasna 
(an ancient term for Zoroastrians , not well known 
among Moslems) . Ms.  Amighi speaks of her 
meeting with one of these converts, who said : 
"We are I ranians, not Arabs . Why should we 
accept the relig ion which was forced upon our 
ancestors?" 



I n  the ep ilogue [p. 363] , Ms .  Amighi says :  
"Zoroastrians, like othe r I ranians, were affected 
by the spirit of relig iosity. Three thousand 
Zoroastrians attended the 1979 Jashne Meher
gan fall festival , a record number. Close to 200 
students enrolled in Fravahar religious classes. 
In 1979 , 80 Zoroastrians underwent the Sudreh 
Pushi initiation rite . . .  these are all record 
numbers . By 1 984 [p .  366] . . .  the concept of 
Zoroastrians being 'najes' has been ignored and 
once again Zoroastrians command respect ." She 
writes [p. 229], the "representation of Zoroastri
ans as loyal and honest people spread 
throughout North Tehran" and [p. 228] the "asso
ciation of Zoroastrianism with pure Persian 
nat ionalism was accepted by many Iranians." 
As can be seen from the few quotations I have 
given (although there are many more) even the 
leading Ayatollahs have spoken favorably for the 
Iranian roots of Zoroastrianism. 
Pallan Jchaporia 
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania 

Who Is a Zoroastrian ? 
In historical retrospect , when Zarathushtra pro
claimed his vision of a perfecting world, he did 
not pick and choose his followers on the basis of 
their current faith, or caste, or color or racial des
cent .  He accepted universally whoever was intel
ligently and individually ready by choice, to pur
sue his vis ion of one God, Ahura Mazda, and the 
path of Asha, and was willing to discard his/her 
exist ing beliefs and faith. Thus he accepted 
Iranians of all shades and even Turanians, the 
traditional enemies of Iran, and to some extent 
even Brahmins from India (Chandra Gachha). 
This broad outlook, often tinged by subsequent 
political exigencies and recurrent forays from 
other concurrent faiths, as well as a strong 
ecclesiastical reversion towards indulging in pre
Zoroastrian ritualism, and new ceremonial impo
sitions , continued through Achaemenian and 
Sassanian dynasties - sometimes heavily theo
cratic w ith the connivance of royalty, but it never 
stopped the inclus ion within the religion of 
numerous subjugated races of a variety of faiths ; 
nor did it stop the royalty marrying princesses of 
different races. In fact we even sent missionaries 
abroad, to spread our religion in China and other 
states. On the ir return we honored these mis
sionaries  as heroes and even today continue to 

pray : Daad deen beh Mazdayasnan aghahi ravai 
goafaranghani baad; hafta keshvar iamin, aidoon 
baad; man ano avaid shudan . . .  "May the 
knowledge, extent and fame of the command
ments of the excellent Mazda worshipping reli 
gion ever increase over the world , over the seven 
reg ions (continents) ; may it be so . . .  " 
However, things changed when the Parsis left 
Iran for India and found themselves no longer 
within a Zoroastrian milieu. So they started build
ing social walls of separation from the 
overwhelming Hindu and Muslim masses , for 
good reason, lest they be absorbed and lose 
their identity in the continental culture. With parti
tion of India and a general acceptance of secular
ity and freedom of religious practices for minori
ties ,  this fear is now extinct; yet we keep our 
guard up, allow no 'acceptance' within the reli
gion but continue to pray for its spread 'over the 
seven regions ' !  We are always slow to 
comprehend and to change. 
Strangely , despite the social walls still standing, 
young Parsis are marrying out at a prolif ic rate. 
We are fast losing our demographic count, since 
conversely we wiii not accept spouses from other 
religions . With the shift of Parsi population to the 
West , intermarriages have become even more 
frequent. Will that jolt our orthodox community 
into bringing in new reforms and stop the drain? 
Chances are that orthodoxy is so sanguine and 
well entrenched in India , that as usual with 
Parsis , it will not change until it is too late. They 
have the backing of the priestly class, which sur
vives on orthodoxy and practice of rituals, ignor
ing the pure ethical message of the Prophet. 
In answering the question "Who is a Zoroas
trian?" the orthodox will continue to state "born of 
both Zoroastrian parents and Navjote in tradi
tional sense" , never mind the many initiates who 
flout all Zoroastrian principles in life and revere 
Sadhus, saints · and shrines, some even 
encouraging practice of black magic. 
The enlightened liberals will accept children born 
of mixed marriage where one parent is a Zoroas
trian (preferably father) and followed by a regular . 
Navjote ; but will not accept the non-Zoroastrian 
spouse. That can only generate dissension 
within the family . 
The Iranian Zoroastrians have already advanced 
to the stage of accepting those historically 
pedigreed Zoroastrians who wish to revert to our 



faith , based on certain guide l ines, se lective ru les 
and requ irement of eth ical standards in l ine with 
Zarathu shtra's prescriptions . This method is 
good and cred itable and saves us f rom a drastic 
demographic reduction ad absurdum, 

But to real ly save ou rselves f rom this predica
ment , we have to take bo lder measures and 
drastic reforms, NOW, before it is  too late , That 
is the function of the radical reformist , to whom a 
Zo roastrian is an  ind ividual who :  

• Bel ieves i n  one God Ahura Mazda ; 

• Intel l igently and by cho ice accepts the rel igion 
propounded by Prophet Zarathushtra and 
enshrined in the Gathas ; 

• Renounces al l  other re lig ions and bel iefs ; 
0 Unde rgoes the Sudreh-Pushin ceremony to 

publ icly annou nce his acceptance of , and 
obl igations to , the Zoroastrian re lig ion ; 

• Throughout h is l i fe fo llows the principles of 
Asha; 

" Works towards perfecting the Universal 
Society by active !�· advancing Good 
Thoughts ,  Words and Deeds and actively 
resist ing al l  forms of evi l ;  and 

" Bel ieves in D iv ine Judgement of one's actions 
in t his l i fe ,  wh ich wi l l  guide his/her dest iny in 
l i fe thereafter .  

Homi B .  Minocher Homji 
Weston , Ontario 

Help for the Tajiks 
This is to info rm you of the very exciting v isit I 
had this year to Tajikistan. I n  this newly indepen
dent republic, out of 5 mi l l ion , 2 to 3 mil l ion are of 
o riginal ancient Zoroastrian ethnic stock. They 
have been suppressed during the communist 
reg ime, but now the country is independent and 
they want to re-establ ish the Zoroastrian rel igion 
with official State backing . They are very proud 
of their Shahnamah history and cu lture . 

The Taj iks seek the support of Zoroastrians 
around the world to help deve lop their country. 
One such p roject is to produce a f i lm in 
Persian/Engl ish on Zarathushtra .  They are 
requesting a donation of equ ipment - Betacam 
Sony Model No .  BVW-400 P  and 50 Betacam 
model cassettes .  In exchange they wil l g ive 
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Zoroastrian Col lege the rights to distribute their 
Shahnamah fi lms arou nd the world .  They have 
made movies ,  including one in Persian called 
"Homage Unto Ahu ra Mazda.w May I request 
your support for this project. The WZO has 
agreed to contribute part of the cost. 
They wou ld a lso l ike to arrange exchange visits 
between fami l ies N .A .  and Tajikistan - and they 
do give right royal hospital ity ! They also want to 
export cotto n  and si lk garments and cloth to USA 
and Eu rope . and are looking for Zoroastrians 
interested in b ri nging readymade garments from 
Tajikistan and distributing in USA under the Tajik 
labe l .  

I n  March 1 992 ,  an official goodwi l l  delegation of 
the Tajikistan Friendship Society , of about 20 
scholars, h istor ians, archeolog ists , TV and Fi lm 
Studio pe rsons ,  is visit ing India to celebrate 
NoRuz. They have i nv ited Zoroastrian priests to 
Tajikistan to do mass Navjotes to restore their o ld 
faith to the Tajiks. 

Dr. Meher Master-Moos 
President ,  Zoroastrian College, Bombay, India 

Study Center In North America 
The mig ration in large numbers of Zoroastrians 
has added yet another a romatic ingredient to this 
potpourri of r ich cultures and heritages .  In  the 
early years after  immigration ,  our apprehensions 
and priorit ies revolved around accl imation and 
survival . Immigrants of the fifties , sixt ies and 
seventies, having successfu l ly achieved this , are 
now turning their focus to progress, prosperity 
and propagation !  The multicultural ,  multi-ethnic 
mi l ieu is aptly su ited to this goal ;  the on ly requ ire
ment being our own zeal , di l igence and industry. 

We have already experienced a religious and cul 
tural awakening with the formation of twenty
some Associations and the umbrel la organiza
t ion ,  FEZANA. Free interchange of thought 
(Humata) and words (Hukhta) are taking place 
among the various communit ies in N.A. and 
world wide . I nterfaith and intercultural activities 
are creat ing awareness of contemporary Zoroas
trianism among our  host communities who once 
had resigned Zoroastrians to encyclopedias , 
museums and research l ibraries . 

The crowning of this Zoroastrian renaissance , 
with the creation of a Chair of Zoroastrian Stu
dies in Un iversit ies ,  is the next step forward .  Let 



us concentrate ou r energies towards the f irst 
one, in the Midwest which , hopefully , wil l blossom 
into many more. Time is now ripe to bring this 
Humata to Huvereshta, before we enter the 2 1 st 
century . 
Two major resources are needed to achieve this  
goal : finances and expertise . Financial commit
ment of about a mi l l ion dol lars can be pooled 
together from various sources within the com
munity. I am conv inced sufficient scholarship 
and expertise also exists amongst us. Our first 
step is to bring both these resources to the draw
ing board. Hence I am requesting al l  interested 
persons to communicate with FEZANA leader
ship and commence this dialog (Hukhta) . 
Minu Patel 
Oak Park , Illinois 

PLEASE GIVE FROM THE HEART . . .  

How are They Doing Now? 
BURZIN SHRO FF, 24, victim of the tragic 
accident that left him paralyzed f rom the waist 
down, is undergoing a rigorous six-month rehabi l
itation program, learning to adjust to his new life 
in a wheel chair . Being a lone, and away from 
fami ly and friends, he wi l l  welcome visitors and 
letters. Contact him at : M idbucks Medical Center, 
International Spinal I njuries Rehab Center, 
1 19/121 Wendover Road, Aylesbury , Bucks 
H P21  7LW,  te l :  Wendover (0296) 21719 .  
KHUSHNUM KHAMBATTA, 1 2, who won our 
hearts last year as she underwent a long series 
of surgeries for osteo-sarcoma, at the Sloan 
Kettering Institute ,  NY, is undergoing follow up 
chemo therapy at the Hindujah Hospital, Bom
bay . The high doses have been an ordeal and 
caused violent reactions , but the spots on her 
lungs appear to be dissipating, the prosthesis is 
holding, and Khushnum is now walking with 
crutches. The family remembers all the hundreds 
of Zoroastrians that cared and helped; to all of 
them they send their deepest gratitude. 
HORMUZD NOWROJEE, the four-year old who 
came to Miami Chi ld ren's Hospital for surgery to 
correct congenital heart malformation, is now 
back in Bombay. In January, he underwent the 
first stage of "Fontan" surgery, - the superior 
vena cava was diverted directly to the lungs, 

bypass ing the heart. This has increased his oxy
gen supply , he is not as "blue0

, not panting as 
much, and his chances of cardiac failure have 
been reduced . Due lo the high risk involved,  
doctors have advi sed that the second stage of 
surgery, where the remaining blood supply, is 
diverted to the lungs , be attempted a year or two 
later . The trust fund is still open for his second 
surgery .  Feroza, Hormuzd's mother thanks all 
the wel l -wishers who made the surgery possible. 

Tajik Fund 
As a result of a series of lectures in the US by 
Tajik professors, Parvonah Jamshedi and Akbar 
Tursunzad, the Tajik Fund has been established 
by the Foundation for Iranian Studies to promote 
the Persian script in Tajekistan . They need com
patible computers, printers and software that can 
function and be serviced in Tajekistan. If you 
have expertise in this area, or to make a financial 
contribution, please contact : Mahnaz Afkhami, 
4343 Montogomery Avenue, Suite 200, 
Bethesda, MD 20814 ,  USA. 

Airline Ticket Available 
Zoroastrian wishes to donate one airline ticket , 
for travel anywhere in the worid, for genuine 
medical need. Contact : Zoroastrian Association 
of North Texas, 7516 Kingsmill Terrace, Fort 
Worth, Texas 761 12, tel : (81 7)457-3264. 

Student Aid Fund 
The erosion of the value of the rupee has left 
several students in American universities in 
urgent need of financial help. FEZANA has 
received appeals from four students. One of 
them is a 'straight-A' graduate student in Electri
cal Engineering, at the University of Texas. 
Being a foreign student, he is not allowed to work 
off-campus, and has to compete for the limited 
number of on-campus jobs. Donations will be 
gratefully accepted. Please send checks payable 
to FEZANA marked "Student Aid" to: Dinshaw 
Joshi , Welfare Committee, 45 1 5  Willard Ave, 
#1609-S, Chevy Chase, MD 2081 5. 



oastrians 
lien Behram Deboe dtscusses 
Zoroastrianism, he wants 
people to know he and his 
fellow believers do not 

worship fire. 
Instead, II Is a symbol or faith. 

. 'II Is not Idol worship," says Deboe, a 
local Zoroastrtan leader. "We have to 
tinve some kind of symbol. Fire Is the 
�nlversal energy; the being or Ahura 
1!18Zda (the supreme being) Is llghl, the 
glow or the human heart. 
. "Whal could be a better symbol for 
l)le? But fire worshiper Is a misnomer. 
We don't call Christians cross 
i·orshlpers." 
. There are only 20 or so Zoroastrians In 

Snohomish County, Deboo flgures, adding 
them up In his mind end on his fingers. 

"Let's see, there's myself, my wife, my 
mother . . .  ," he begins. 

They have no formal place lo worship, 
and are Just now making plans as a 

' c-�mmunily to eslabllsb one. 
If you conclude Zoroastrianism Is one 

c:il those new Eastern religions born lhe 
day before yesterday, you'd be off by a 

bit; 'say, anywhere from 2,600 to 8,600 
years, depending on the source. Many 
think II the world's oldest organized 
religion. 

Zoroaster Is the Greek name for the 
prophet Zarathustra. who Is believed by 
most scholars to have been born between 
HOO and I 000 B.C. In or near Persia, In 
present day Iran. But some Zoroastrians 
believe that he Jived between 600 and 500 
B.C. 

"Ibis Is tbe biggest problem we have," 
says Deboo, or Evcrelt. "We know • 
something about Jesus Christ, Mohammed, 
even about the Buddha, but unfortunately, 
we don't know much about Zarathustra 
and his Ille. Who is right and who is 
wrong? Take your pick." 

Tbere are approximately I 50,000 
Zoroastrians around the world, primarily 
in India, Iran, Canada, England and the 
United Slates. They pracUce a religion 
that had Its golden age In Persia from 
about 550 B.C. to 330 B.C. and has 
endured ever since, despite centuries or 
persecution. But many Zoroastrians 
believe lbal similar beliefs were held by 
many as far back as 6000 B.C., Deboo 
sa)'S. 

The He,akl/JAY DOTSON 

Behran Deboe 
(left) , Manijeh 
Deboe, 
Cooverbal 
Deboe, 
Allatoon 
Ashooian, 
Behrem Mehr, 
Shehrlar 
Zohrabl, 
Parvin Dlnlarl , 
Mehraban 
Mehr, Al 
Dabestani and 
Jehan Oehmirl 
display offer• 
lngs lo 
celebrate the 
recent solar 
new year. 

ancient flame alive 
"1he wise ones selected the 
spirit oflife, the way of 
Z",;mJthustra. Others followed 
darkness and evil. It shows us 
there has to be some opposite 
\VJy. There can 't be Jove 
without hate. But some 
n,Jisunderstand this. It is the 
spirit you choose. " 

Whalever the time frame, II is an accepted 
ra�t that Zoroaslrianlsm predates Christian •  
11)1 by  many cenluries. Similar lo Christian, 
lty, Zoroastrianism teaches a belief in one 
God (Ahura Mazda), believes life Is a strug• 
gte between good and evil, and mandates 
adherence lo good lhoughlS, good words and 
good deeds. 

According lo the Indian-born Deboo, 
many of the elements or Christianity 
found lheir anlecedents in Zoroastrtanlsm. 

"The Idea or a messiah. the virgin 
birlll, resurrection of the dead, lhe Idea 
of hell and heaven; all can be round in 
Zoroalrianism," he says. 

Many scholars also see traces or the 

Christian concept of Satan In certain 
Zoroastrian teachings, where !he splril of 
good, Spenla Malnyu, does bahle wilh his 
opposite, Angra Malnyu, lor the souls ol 
man. Tbe Zuruanlsl sect went even 
further, exonerating Ahura Mazda of all 
responsibility !or the world's evils by 
their belief In Ahriman. the 
personification of evil. 

In all ol lhls Is the underlying theme of 
opposites collldlng lo create a new 
reality, Deboo said. 

"In the gaias (lhe hymns set down by 
Zoroaster In the AVesta, the sacred book), 
there are two spirits that came togeU1er 
and created Ille and non-life.'' Deboo 
says. 

"The wise ones selected the spirit of 
I lle, the way or Zaralhustra. Olhers 
followed darkness and evil. II shows us 
there has lo be some. opposite way. There 
can't be love without bate. But some 
mlsundersland this. II Is the spirit you 
r.:hoose." 

Among lhose who mbiinderstood, 
Deboo says, was the German philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche ( 1844 , 1900) who in 
his "Tbus Spake Zarathustra" wrote lhal 
"God Is dead" and argued that religion 

could no longer serve as the foundation 
for human moral conduct. 

"That Is a disservice lo Zoroastrians," 
Deboo says. 

Seeking lo preserve their heritage and 
safeguard It from that sort of 
misunderslandlng, local Zoroastrians met 
rccenUy In the Mar,'SVille home ol Al and 
Gllty Dabeslanl to organize their 
community and perhaps establish a place 
ol worship. 

Many exist In Vancouver, B.C., llonie of 
the largest Zoroastrian community In  the 
region. But even there, no Fire Temple, 
or primary place or worship, exists. 
Temples In North America are lesser 
temples called Houses or µg111. 

"Bui you can l ight the oil lamp and 
pray anywhere," Deboo says, a 
characteristic Zoroastrianism shares with 
other d lasporlc religions such as Judaism. 

Although she Is a Christian. Marysv1lle's 
Gill)' Dabeslani thinks II Is important that 
her chi ldren learn the religion and 
culture o! their lalher. Al. 

"Ibey need to know so they can pass II 
on lo their children," Dabsetanl says. 
"Otherwise, It could die. This is the oldest 
religion i n  the world." 



General Hospital 
Afte r  so me bu re aucratic delays,  two machines 
have now been instal led at  the Pars i  General  
Hospita l ,  Bombay. Dr. Ruby M alva (8-0 1 1 1 5th 
Stree t ,  Co l lege Point ,  NY 1 1 356) thanks the f ifty 
fami l ies across the US who raised about $21 ,000 
to make th is  possible .  
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BOOKS, TAPES AND OTHER MA TERIALS 

Avesta Dictionary 
The Parsi Panchayet of Bombay and Dr. Purviz 
Kotsawalla have prepared the first computerized 
Avesta-English and Engl ish-Avesta dictionaries. 
They are available on  three 5 1 /4" hig h density 
d iskettes ,  can be downloaded on an IBM PC and 
printed using a laser  printer .  To order send $1 O 
US to Dr. Purviz Ko!sawalia, 1 6  Tension Avenue, 
Cambridge Park, NSW 2747 , Austra1 1a. 

Songs and Prayers - ZS Cassettes 
Zoroastrian Studies , Bombay has launched two 
cassettes.  "Khushali Na Geet Ne Garba -
Songs for Festive Occasions" (Rs .  55) brings you 
the joyous melodies of t radit ional Parsi music. 

" It's Navjote Time - Songs 'n Prayers" (Rs .  95) 
is a two volume cassette to teach children  kusti 
prayers for the N avjote ceremo ny ,  with s imple 
translation  of the prayers ,  special newly com
posed Navjote songs ,  as well as step-by-step 
audio-commentary on the Navjote ceremony 
itself .  Contact : Zoro astrian Studies ,  K. A .  Cama 
Oriental I nst itute, 136 Bombay Samachar Marg , 
Bombay 400 023 . 

MANNA OF THE ANGELS: TRADITIONAL PARSI 
RECIPES 
by The Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal, Karachi, 
Pakistan, 1991 ,  214 pp. , Rs. 400 ($25 US) 

If you' re naive enough to be l ieve that Parsi cook
ing is . restricted to e ndless variations on the 



dhansakh theme, an attract ive new recipe book 
shou ld shatter  your i l lus ions .  MANNA is an 
attract ive new cookbook presented by the Kara
ch i  Zarthosti Banu Manda l ,  that opens up a 
who l e  new world of cul inary del ights for the food 
buff. With over 1 50 recipes, from the i ntrigu ing 
Eggs on Mangoes (Keri per eenda) through all 
kinds of seafood (Patra ne Machchi and Prawn 
Patia) ,  meat (three versions of Dhansakh) and sweet 
dishes (Dal ni Pori, Badam Pak and Popatji) , the 
book takes you on a cul inary tour  of t rad itional 
Parsi cu is ine .  

Handsomely produced and wel l  i l lustrated with 
ancient Achaemenian motifs - from the grand 
stai rcase at Persepo l is ,  MANNA i s  a t imely compi
lation of rec ipes co l lected f rom Pakistan's dwin
d l ing but enterpris ing Parsi community. 
[Excerpted from The Herald and Newsline, Pakistan ,  
July 1991] 

THE ZOROASTRIAN TRADITION 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ANCIENT WISDOM 
OF ZARATHUSTRA 

by Farhang Mehr, 138 pp, © 1991 , $13 .95 
Element Inc. , 42 J3 roadway, Rockport , MA 01966, tel: 
(508) 546-1 040 

Dr. Mehr outl i nes the l iving spiritual ity of 
Zarathust ra using doctrinal beliefs as pro
pounded in the Gathas and presently revered by 
Zo roastrians worldwide .  

Doctrinal d ivergencies , ambiguities and misin
terpretations abound in any revealed relig ion due 
to a mu ltip l icity of factors and the Gathas are no 
exception . Over t ime ,  the Gathic principles have 
been reinterpreted ,  modified and distorted in the 
Avestan and Pahlavi writings g iving rise to three 
phases in the history of the Zoroastrian tradit ion. 
First is Gathic Mazdaism, second Magian Mazda
ism (or Younger Aves1an tradit ion) and the third 
politicized or Sassanian Zoroastrianism. This 
volume focuses on the doctrinal beliefs of practic
ing Zoroastr ians with refe rence to Gathic Mazda
ism. Identifying his method of investigation ,  Dr. 
Meh( examines the seven revolutionary concepts 
that const itute the core of the Zoroastrian doc
trine. These concepts have, over mil lennia, 
affected man's ph i losophy of creation and mode 
of l ife .  

The f i rst two chapte rs discuss the concept of 
Ahura Mazda, monotheism, the principles of 
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prophethood and the method of reve lation .  
Chapter three  invest igates the principle o f  Asha -
eternal divine law - the foundation of Mazdaism. 
The princ ip le of moral dual ism and the nature of 
Spenta Mainyu (augmentive and creative spirit) 
are then expla ined . This is followed by the law of 
consequences - reward and punishment - a con
cept that l ate r  appeared in Judaism and other 
revealed re l ig ions . The f inal chapter explains the 
principle of Frash-Kreti , (f inal t riumph of good over 
evil) , the refreshment of the world towards per
fection .  

As a succinct treat ise on Zoroastrian philosophy , 
th is book deserves a place on every Zoroastrian 
bookshe lf .  As a reflect ion of our rel igious heri
tage , it i s  commendable that the work is authored 
by one of ou r  very own Zoroastrian scholars. 
Adel Engineer 
Editor, Articles and Letters 

JOBS 

Submissions and inquiries for this column may be 
made to : Dr. Rustom Keva/a, Chairperson, FEZANA 
Information Receiving and Dissemination Committee, 
16525 Camus Road, Dickerson,  MD 20842. 

Jobs Wanted 
Recent g raduate with Master's degree in Electri
cal Engineering f rom Cal ifornia State University , 
B .S .  from Karachi .  Concentration in so lid state 
elect ron ics and computer engineering .  
I nte rested in design engineering (CMOS , VLSI ,  
circuit design) . Wil l ing to relocate .  [J92- 1 ]  

MA TRIMONIALS 

The FE'ZANA Welfare Committee maintains a file of 
matrimonials and will coordinate the initial contacts 
between interested parties. Contact: Roshan Rivetna , 
FEZANA Welfare Committee, 626 West 56th Street, 
Hinsdale , Illinois 60521 ,  (708) 325-5383 . 

Parsi lady, 27, s· O", MBA student in USA since 
1 99 1 ; artistic and creative ; hobbies include read
ing , embroidery and cooking. I nterested in meet
ing we ll-educated Zoroastrian gentleman with 
sober habits . [M92-3] 



Zoroastrian gentleman, 34, 6' O " ,  computer p ro 
g rammer analyst, settled i n  C anada fo r  over 25 
years .  Interested in cross-cou ntry sk i ing ,  swim
ming , bicycl ing , photog raphy, chess. [M92-4] 

Professional Zoroastrian male, 37, s· 6", work
ing in the computer f ie ld in the US ,  is interested 
in corresponding with a suitable Zoroast rian 
female ,  with a view to matrimony . P lease send 
photograph  and ful l  biodata .  [M92-5) 

MILESTONES 

FEZANA Information Receiving and Dissemination 
Committee maintains records of births, navjotes 
(sudreh-pushi) , weddings, deaths, and other major 
e vents such as graduations, navar and martab 
ceremonies, and other honors, since the days of the 
earliest known 'Zoroastrian settlers on this continent. 
Please send information (see Journal , May 1 991 for 
details) to : Dr. Rustom Keva/a , Chairperson , 
FEZANA Information Receiving and Dissemination 
Committee , 1 6525 Comus Road, Dickerson, MD 
20842 , tel: (301 ) 972-7295 .  

Organizations and individuals publishing newsletters, 
compilations or commentaries are requested to send 
one copy regularly to the above address. 

The following notices are provided from recent publi
cations of 'Zoroastrian Associations: 

Births 
Grant Cyrus, a son,  to Ann and Faroukh Arjani of Cali
fo rn ia, on August 29, 1 99 1 . 
Bah ram , a boy, to De laram and Rostam Kavoosi of 
Vancouver, B .C.  on  October 20, 1 991 . 
Nadia, a g i rl ,  to Shahrzad and Sorab Irani ,  i n  Ontario, 
on September 5, 1 99 1 . 
lzad Mehr, a boy, to Gulnaz and Shahjehan Soo
toodian,  in  Montreal, in September 1 99 1 . 
Sabrina, a gi rl , to Phiroze and Mehrshid I rani of Van
couver, B.C. on . November 1 3, 1 99 1 . 
Bahram, a boy, to Mahnaz and Farrokh Firozgari of 
Houston, Texas, on December 2,  1 99 1 . 
Tin a, a g irl , to Mun ira and Farrokh Siganporla of Ch i
cago, s ister to Farrah, on February 7, 1 992. 
Just in ,  a boy,  to  Patty and Farahmand Kadkhodaian, 
brother  to Arm and ,  in Chicago on February 8, 1 992. 

Navjote (Sudreh-Pushl) Ceremonies 
Laila, daughter of Kersy and Deina Dastur ,  at their 
home in  McLean, Virg in ia, on October 5, 1 991 . The 
Navjote was performed by Dastoor  Unwala and Karan
j ia of New Jersey. 

Firoza, daug hter of Ruby and Pilsum Master, i n  Cal
gary, Canada, in August 1 99 1 .  
Jamshed,  son of D ina and Sheriar Khory o f  Alberta, 
Canada, on August 1 1 ,  1 99 1 . 
D i lshad and U rvaksh Pate l of the metropolitan Chicago 
area, in Bombay , on December 20, 1 99 1 . 
Vin ifer , daughter of Nergish Pardiwalla, at the Arbab 
Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr in Ch icago, on Aug ust 24, 
1 991 . 
She rna, daughter of Vera and Sarosh Bharucha, in 
Ontario , on July 6 ,  1 99 1 . 
Ram in ,  son of T ehmasb and Man ijeh Mand igarian, in 
Ontario, on November 23, 1 99 1 . 
Sheroy and Shahzad , son of Hoshi and Kim Mehta, at 
the Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr, in Chicago, on 
November 30, 1 991 . 

Weddings 
Armin , daughter of P i ruja and Faredoon Am rolia, to 
Michael Kale ,  in Vancouver, B .C .  on August 3 1 , 1 99 1 .  
Zubin Amrol ia to Nancy Lee, in British Columbia, on 
January 4, 1 992. 
Shaheen Kamran , daughter  of Khodamorad and 
Banoo Kamran of Potomac, Maryland, to Jamshid 
Foroutan of Gaithersburg, Maryland, on September 1 ,  
1 99 1 . A party was held at the Moustache Cafe in 
McLean, Virg in ia, to ce lebrate the event. 
Yezd i Antia of Germantown, Maryland, was married to 
Parvin Dholoo of Bombay , in Rockvil le , Maryland, on 
September 26, 1 99 1 . 
A�deshir, son of Rustam and Gohar Banoo Keypour, to 
Gita, daughter of Shahriar and Sh ir in Sotoudehnia, of 
Toronto, on October 24, 1 99 1 . 
Nergish Wadia and Jehangir Austin o f  Alberta, 
Canada, in London, Eng land , on May 26, 1 99 1 . The 
couple will make their home in Alberta. 
Dinaz, daughter of Sheroo and Minoo Bhathena, to 
Khushroo, son of Banoo and Adi Kang a of Bombay , on 
September 28, 1 99 1 . 
Khorshed, daughter of Mot i  and Russi Bu lsara, to Dar
rin, son of Shir ley and Clifford Tooth, in Toronto:On 
October 1 9, 1 99 1 . 
Jami Nusserwanji Anklesaria to Veera Behram Kha
jot ia, in Mississauga, Ontario, on November  1 7, 1 991 . 
Kou rosh ,  son of Rustam and Parveneh Keykhosravani, 
to Shahnaz, daughter of Rustam and Roshan Foulan
dian , in Toronto, on August 1 0, 1 991 . 
Rayomand Bhada and Bakhtawar Elavia were married 
in Canyon Country on December 28, 1 99 1 . 

Deaths 
Khorshidbanoo Mobedshahi , mother of Meherbai 
Kaboly-Zadeh and mother-in-law of Aflatoon Kaboly
Zadeh, of Vancouver, B.C. 
Sarvar Bavafa, in California. Condolences to the 
Mavanadadi fami ly .  
Rustomji Bhumgara, father of Soli and Hushtasp of 
Winn ipeg and Binaifer Patel of Mississauga, Ontario, in 
Winnipeg, Canada, on January 1 8 , 1 992. 



Nar iman N .  Guzdar, of Seatt le ,  on December 1 7 , 1 99 1 . 
He is survived by h is wife  Per in  and h is th ree sons 
Roh inton ,  Parvez and Yezd i and the i r  famil ies .  
Naoroji D.  Kooka, husband of J in i ,  father of N erg is ,  
Rashna Charania of V icto r ia, Yezdee and Farrokh of 
Ontario, i n  Victoria, B .  C . ,  on  September 20, 1 99 1 . 
Ros han Um rigar, wife of Pirojshaw (Pi loo) Umrigar ,  
mother  of Farida Shroff of Ch icago and Arnaz Bharu
cha of Canyon , Cal iforn ia,  in  Ch icago on November 28 ,  
1 99 1 . 
Pes i  Sukh ia, father  of Sarosh (and Nancy) Sukhia of 
the New York area, in Karach i ,  Pakistan ,  on Sep
tembe r  1 8 , 1 99 1 . 
Edu lji Madon , father of Hutoxi (and D inshaw) Bar
dol iwal la of the New York area, in Bombay , Ind ia ,  on 
January 5 ,  1 99 1 . 

IN MEMORIAM 

John Engineer 
John Engineer, 25 ,  of Vancouver, B .C .  was killed 
in a tragic accident while piloting a twin engine 
Aztec airplane, in December 1 99i . A licensed 
pilot ,  John was preparing for a career as a com
mercial pi lot , when the tragedy struck. Con
dolences to his wife Patricia, his uncle Aspy 
Engineer of California, former Indian Chief of Air 
Staff, and to his uncle Homi Gilan of Vancouver. 

Robei . Baird McClure, 1900 - 199 1  
Medical missionary Dr. Robert McClure , was a 
long time, true  friend of the Zoroastrian commun
ity in Ontario . During his colorful life span, he 
spent many long years as a missionary doctor in 
China, worked with lepers in India, and assisted 
volunteer relief efforts in Burma, the Gaza Strip, 
Borneo, Peru, Zaire and the Amazon River .  
Always forthright, he never failed to impress on 
the Canadian public, the honesty and integrity of 
the Zoroastrians, and always gave them a refer
ence we would be proud to live up to. Deepest 
condolences to his wife, Amy, and family. 
[Excerpted from ZSO Newsleuer, December 1991] 

EVENTS AND HONORS 

GODREJ MAN DVIWALA, son of Pervin and Aspi 
of Edmonton,  A lberta, was awarded the basket
bal l  championship of El lerslie Jr. High School and 
an Al l Star Medal at the University of Alberta 
Basketbal l  Camp in August 1 991 . 

M INOO DUTIA of Zoroastrian Association of New 
York received the_ �_99 1 Scientif ic Achievement 

Award of the American Cyanamid Corporation .  
M i noa has used h is  chemical synthesis skills to 
identify potential new drugs in two main disease 
areas : atherosclerosis and diabetes. [ZAGNY 
Newsletter, January 1992] 

The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario recently 
honored : ERVAD KOBAD ZAROLIA, for many 
years of outstanding services to the community; 
N ILU FER MAMA, for her work towards refugee 
resettlement; and NAJU HOMAVAZIR, for her 
ded icated and quiet service for many years to the 
community. 
SHEHRIYAR ANTIA was se lected as one of ten 
recipients of the Cornell Tradition Outstanding 
Senior Recognit ion Award, based on work ethic, 
service to community and leadership qualities. 
Shehriyar donated $1 ,250 of his award to the 
ZAGNY Scholarship Fund. [ZAGNY Youth 
Newsleaer, September 1991] 

ASHTAD KOTWAL of Ontario obtained a Boy 
Scout merit badge for First Level Rel igion-in-Life. 
D INA DADABHOY, daughter of Porus and Zerin 
Dadabhoy, was named National Semifinalists for 
1991. The Westmont ( I llinois) Progress writes : 
"Dadabhoy is a member of the national Honor 
Society, president of Key Club, vice-president of 
Future Business Leaders of America, member of 
her class board , and member of Peer Helpers. 
Dadabhoy pl,cms to attend Northwestern Univer
sity and majo : in pre-medicine."  
NAT ASHA DASTOOR, daughter of  Dol ly and 
Pheroz Dastoor of Brossard, Quebec, was one of 
four young women awarded scholarships of $750 
by the South Shore branch of the University 
Women 's Club in 1 991 . Natasha is pursuing 
pre-medical studies at McGill University . 

EDDY SHROFF received Precinct 3 Star Award 
from Harris County (Texas) Commissioner Steve 
Raddick for Good Citizenship. [Manashni, Hous

ton , January 1992] 

DR.  NOWSHI R  JUNGALWALLA of New Delhi 
was chosen as a "hero of public health" by the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and 
Public Health . The announcement reads: "Thank 
you for your years of service with the World 
Health Organization, the I ndian Health M inistry 
and to public health .  Our l ist of heroes would not 
have been comp lete without acknowledging you 
and the contribut ions you have made."  


