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EDITORIAL 

Tying the Nlarriage Kno t  
A few years ago .  a l l  o f  Bombay was ta lk i ng  abou t  t he  
we d d i n g  o f  t he  r ic h d i amo n d  m e rc h a n t ' s  d a u g h t e r. 
G uests had been f lown in by pr iva te je t  f rom aro und the  
world to  s hare in  the fest iv i t i e s .  I n  a c i ty whe re i t  i s  no t  
u ncommon to see l i nes  cf peop le  wait i n g  to buy  a bag 
of r ice or a bo ttle o f  cook i ng  o i l ,  g uests in the thousands 
we re wined and d i ned and the who le c i ty, so it seemed ,  
ce lebrated . Whi le  d isp lays of  such  opu lence are few 
and far between .  rare is the b ride who does not d ream 
of mak ing  her weed ing  day the most memorab le .  
U n t i l  a few decades  ago ,  Pa rs i  wedd i n g s  were ce le 
b rated by the  who le  'moh/a ' (ne ighborhood ) .  The b ride
g ro o m ,  d ressed i n  a wh ite 'dag/i '  (coat)  and  s h i n i n g 
b lack 'pugree ' (hat) , wou ld  a rr ive for  the  wedd i ng  o n  a 
ho rse ,  i n  p rocess ion with fam i ly, f rie nds and of-cou rse 
the 'Nankhatai Band' i n  the i r  fu l l regal i a .  The a rrival of 
the b ride and g room is ce leb rated with equa l  fanfare by 
t he  l ran i s .  As they app roac h the  wedd i n g  h a l l ,  l o ud  
mus i c  is  p l ayed , and  g u ests greet them w i t h  an exu
berant chorus  of  screams . B rides i n  the  Far East  arrive 
in  a pa lanq u i n  carr ied by e i gh t  men , festooned with gar
lands of f lowers. 
Wh i l e  most b rides around  the wo r ld , i n c l ud i ng  Za rthus
t is , wear  wh ite , the t rad it i ona l  colo r for  H indu br ides is  
red ,  which is cons icered to be an ausp ic ious co lo r  sym
b o l i z i n g  f lowe rs ,  or  somet i mes g ree n ,  sym bo l i z i n g  
trees . H e r  fami ly p resents  her  with the go ld "Manga l  
S utra" pendant  to  be worn at a l l  t imes as a s ign  of  h e r  
marriage . The t rad i t iona l  Ch i nese  b ride a lso wears red 
- a b righ t  red satin wedd i n g  t un ic ,  with a crown of red 
sat i n ,  gold and pearls on her head .  
Several oth e r  cu l tu res , bes ides Zarth usti s ,  a lso so lem
n ize the i r  wedd ings in the p rese nce of a f i re .  Th e H indu  
b ri d e an d  g room take  seven  s teps  (fo r t h e  seven  
stages of  l i fe)  togeth e r  around  the  ce ntral f i r e ,  wh ich  is  
cons ide red to be a representation  of God .  I ran ian  ch i l 
d ren  wa lk  i n  fro nt o f  the br idal cou p le  carryi n g  a m i rro r 
(f rom now on there is no look ing back) and a cand le (to 
l i g h t  t he  way) .  
H i s t or; rec o rds s c m e  u n i q u e wedd i n g  c u stoms .  I n  
Central Afr ica ,  where fem i n i ne beauty i s  i den t i f ied wi th 
o bes ity, t he  b ride-to -be is fed with sweet and fatty foods 
and a l lowed no  act iv i ty for  weeks , to ach ieve that cor
pu len t  pu l ch ri tude fo r he r  p roud  b rideg room .  Whereas 
in Western soc iet ies , she wi l l  undergo wee ks o f  d ieti n g  
t o  f it i nto that  one - s i ze -sma l l e r  wedd i ng  d ress .  
,A. r i ng  i s  i n t e g ra l  : o  a l m o s t  a l l  w ed c i n g  t rad i t i o n s .  
Acco rd i n g  to  a s i x :h  c e n t u ry Trea t ise ,�( Spousals ,  " the  
fo rm of  the ri n g ,  be i ng ci rcu lar, th at i s  ro und  and w i th 
o ut end  i m o o rte th that  the i r  m u tua l  l ove s h o u ld f low 
f ro m  on� to the ot h e r, as i n  a c i rc l e ,  con t i nua l ly  and fo r-

ever. "  The custom of wear ing the  ri ng  o n  the  l e ft hand ,  , 
fo u rth f i nger  ( though  in some E u ropean cou nt r ies  it is 
worn o n  the righ t  hand and  the  le ft hand  rese rved fo r 
w idows ) ,  is an o l d  Eng l i sh  be l i e f  t ha t  t he re is an  art e ry 
tha t  ru ns  f ro m that  f i n ge r, and tha t  f i nger  a lon e ,  s t ra i gh t  
t o  the heart .  Ano t he r  more p l aus ib le  rat iona le  i s  t he fact 
that the fo u rth f i nger  is the most p rotec ted .  I t  is  the o n ly 
f i nge r  that  canno t  be  exte nd ed except i n  the com pany 
of  a ne i g h b o r i n g  f i n g e r. A l l  the res t  can  b e  s i n g l y  
s t retched .  I t ' s  t rue ,  try i t !  
Afte r  t h e  wedd ing  fest iv i t i es  are over, most t rad it i on s 
have specia l  ways of g iv ing  the newly marr ied coup le  a 
happy send-off. One  custom that I th i n k  is �e_ry sym
bo l i c  comes f rom I ran .  Afte r the wedd ing  fest 1v 1 t 1es are 
ove r, fr iend s  and fam i l y  accom pany the  co up le  to t he  
b r ida l  chamber. Bu t  at  t he  doo r, t hey ho ld  on to he r, 
u nt i l  the g room's  s i de  g ives h e r  a g ift , usua l ly a p iece  of 
j ewe l ry or a go l d  co i n .  Tha t  c e rta i n ly makes m o re 
sense than the Amer ican custom of ty ing  o ld  shoes and 
t in cans to the co u p l e ' s  car as t hey  d r ive o ff for t h e  
honey-moon .  Anyone  know where that c a m e  from?  

The phrase "Tying the Marriage Kno t "  is, accord!,ng t.� Brewer 's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable from tlze P_a rs z  
custom of binding the hands �f the bride and groom wi th a 
sevenfold cord, se-r:en being a sacmi num�er:' ,  referring to_ the Pa rs i  A m-an ta r  ceremony. The Chrz s tzan cus tom oj 
throwing rice on the bride is also a ttributed to Hin_dus _o r  
Parsis, in  whose ·weddings the couple i s  showered with nee 
and rose petals by the officiating pries t .  
But i s n ' t i t  M a rriage  on w h ich we s h o u ld  expen d  o u r  
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• ? ene rg ies (and o u r  p u rses ) ?  A n d  n ot J ust the Wedd i ng · 
So why a l l  t h i s  hoop- la  ove r the Wedd i ng  Day? Bu t  on 
t he  o t he r  h a nd , why  no t?  Aft e r al l ,  b e s i des  yo u r  
Navjote ,  there a re on ly  two o the r moments i n  you r l i fe 
when you a re the cen te r  of such  attent ion .  O n e 1s a t  
b irth ,  bu t  how many o f  us  s a'lc red . o r  even re m e m b e r  
t ha t  mo men t ?  A n d  t h e  ct r. e r  i s  a t  dea t h . And  b y  the n 
i s n ' t  i t  too la te ? .  
Roshan Rivetna 
Publisher, FEZA,\fA foumal 



NAVROZE MUBARAK 1364 1 YZ! A t ime to ref lect on  
t he  ach ievements o f  t he  past , a t ime  to ref lect on  who 
we are and where have we been ,  what paths have we 
fo l lowed and where do we wish to go ,  a t ime to re f lect 
on how we want to enter the next m i l l enn ium.  Do we 
want to d ri ft into it ,  or do we want to fo l l ow a road map 
wh ich we have drawn for ourse lves ,  a map with c lear 
goals and objectives? Do we want  to be  just  a re l ig ious 
m inori ty o r  do we w ish to be known for mo re? As a 
commun ity we have to ref lect and dec ide .  As equal  
partners of  a Federat ion ,  we need to part ic ipate in the 
d rawing of th is road map. 

Ref lect in g ,  we have much to be proud of .  Our scat
te red Zarthusti commun ity across North America felt a 
need to g roup  together, to syne rg ise ,  to g ive a vo ice to 
our asp i rat ions ,  and we gave b irth to FEZANA i n  1 987. 
I n  the short span of 7 years much has been ach ieved , 
many ins t ruments have been sta rted to b r in g about 
cohes iveness e . g . ,  our  combined efforts to develop a 
m iss ion  fo r  o u rse lves ,  a u n i f ied cal endar, and o u r  
demog raph ic  p rof i l e ,  he lp  to t h e  Zart h ust i  refugees 
f rom I ran ,  the Journal ,  the cong resses,  the Olympics , 
the bus iness network, the youth netwo rk, the womens' 
netwo rk ,  our p resence at the Parl iament  of  Wo rld 's  
Re l ig ions and other I n ternat ional  meet ings and more .  
Bu t  t he  most important achievement is that we  are talk
i n g  to each other, respectin g  d i ve rse v iews , we fee l  
comfortab le  with each o ther, we suppo rt each othe r  
and  draw from the strength and talents o f  each other. 

And after reflection comes resolut ion .  Where do we go 
from here? How do we prepare our  road map? First 
we need to resolve that each and every one of us, ch i l 
d ren and adu lts , to  the best of ou r  ab i l it ies ,  must learn 
and understand the history and doctrine  of our re l ig ion , 
and the socio logies of the t imes which led to differen t  
p ract ices and in te rp retat ions .  Re l i g ion  i s  expressed 
and p ract iced i n  a social context and not i n  a vacuum ,  
we must learn to  separate ''the wheat f rom the  chaff" . 

Our  rel ig ion suffe red two major  b lows - once with the 
destruct ion of  knowledge under  Alexander, and again 
wi th the destruction of ou r  scriptures under Is lam. Do 
we want to repeat this destruct ive p rocess?  Do we 
want to go down in history as having inflicted a third 
blow on ourselves by neglecting religious education 
and knowledge due to sheer apathy? To move forward 
we need to constantly look back to our past for if we do 
not stand on solid ground we will fall for everything 
along the way. 

1 .  The year of Yazdegard S hah riyar, the last Zarthusti emper
o r, is 1 364. The year 1 37 4 is the Islamic year used in I ran, 
and has nothing to do with Yazdegard Shahriyar. This m is
conception needs to be co rrected. 
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As we start 1 364 YZ and p repare for our future let us 
reso lve to learn , u nde rstand and apprec iate ou r  he r
itage .  And what better way to do so than to v is i t  the 
land o f  t he o ri g i n  o f  our re l i g i o n  and  abso rb the 
amb iance o f  the h i sto r ical s i tes  and see how our  co
re l i g ion ists l ived and are sti l l  l ivi ng .  Once we know the 
te rra in we have to  trave l  and the dest inat ion we have to 
reach ,  we can s ta rt  b u i ld i n g  the  road , one  m i l e  at a 
t ime .  Ti l l  then . . . . .  . 

Dolly P. Das toor 
President, FEZANA 

ON THE NORTH AMERICAN SCENE 

FEZANA Education Committee 
Zo roast rian  Cong resses i n  N o rth America and e l se 

where have se rved a man ifo ld pu rpose.  They have 

p rovided a congen ial and wholesome sett i ng for schol

arly discou rse on  the  one hand, and on  the othe r, h igh

l ig hted posit ive commun ity i nteract ion  that has matu red 

i nto a g rass- roots ca l l  fo r actio n and dynamic leader

sh ip .  Th is cal l  is a l l  the more imperat ive today as the 

Zarthust i com m u n ity inte racts and g rows with i n  the  

dynamic structure of a p lural i stic cu ltu re o f  diverse eth

nic backg rou nds and d ive rg e nt re l ig ious and mora l  

be l i efs . A need fo r art icu l ate com m u n icat i on  i n the 

ensu ing ,  mu lt icu l tura l  inte raction has become a s ign if i 

cant objective . An objective that stems from the st imu

lating intel lectual curiosity of d iscriminating minds.  It is  

en hanced t h rough  an ab id ing  convict ion that on ly 

knowledge  and acqu i red wisdom can sat isfacto r i ly 

enable col lective counsel  and empower our youngsters 

to use informed judgment in the decis ions they make. 

A consensus has emerged i n  North America to p lace 

the rel ig ious education  of ch i ldren ,  youth and adults as 

the  h ighest priority. Upon this consensus, th roug h  the 

estab l ishment of The Education Committee fo r adu lts 

and ch i ld ren ,  is based one of the more p ract ical frame

works of l ead e rs h i p  wi th which FEZANA hopes to 

empower its membersh ip .  Th is  Committee - Cha i r, 

Kayomarsh  M ehta, and Co-Cha i r  (Ch i ld ren 's Educa

t ion ) , Vi l ly Gandh i  - h as been  c harged with the 

respons ib i l i ty of p rovid ing  in North America a centra l  

repository of educat iona l  curricu l um to he lp define  the 

scope of re l ig ious education ,  suggest g u ide l ines , and 

provide necessary resources and mater ia ls  for i nd ivid

ual members and Member Associations to d raw upon 

as needed . 

At the p resent time ,  to beg in  our  efforts, the Committee 

so l ic i ts the he lp  of teachers and educato rs of ch i ld ren ,  

youth and adu l ts ,  of Member Associations . Re levant 

i nfo rmation  i s needed regard i ng respect ive cu rricu la ,  

agendas of past seminars and conferences,  and a re l

evant b ib l i ography of refe rence mater ia ls and  ed uca-
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t i ona l  resou rces .  F u rt he rm o re ,  Assoc ia t ions  a re 
requested to submi t  names and addresses of the coor
d i nato rs of the i r re l ig ious educat io n  p rog rams so that  
they may be i nd iv idual ly contacted at a futu re date .  
The Commi ttee a lso  hopes to p rovide opportun i t ies for 
re l i g io u s  educato rs to att end  s t i m u l at i ng  wo rks hops  
and network w i th  others i n  the f i e ld .  The fi rst of such  
opportun i t ies is  be ing  p lan ned for the Labo r Day week
end ,  September, 1 994. Detai ls wi l l  fo l low. Please di rect 
cu rr ic u l u m i n fo rmat ion a n d  l e tt e rs of i n te rest  in t he  
wo rks ho p  to Kayo marsh Meh ta ,  8 1 22 C i rc le  D rive ,  
Palos H i l l s ,  I l l i no is 60645 , Tel :  (708) 974- 1 238. 

Pluralism Project - Zarthustis in lv!u lti-
1Wedia CD-R OiW about World Religions 

The "Plura lism Project" of Harvard 
Un ive rs i ty, wi th a g rant from the L i l l y  
Endowment ,  is p roduc ing  a fu l l -co lo r  
i n te ract ive C D - R O M  incorpo rat i ng  

L_ ____ _J video ,  aud i o ,  text and images o f  the 
re l ig ious landscape of the U . S .  Th is dynamic educa
t ional instrument, fo r use in schools and col leges and 
with the potential fo r  reach ing  a large audience around 
the co u ntry, wi l l  documen t  the  chang i ng  contou rs o f  
American rel ig ious demography, t race the h istories o f  
t h e  various  trad i t i ons  i n  t he  American co ntext, and 
explore the issues and imp l icatio ns of th is  new mu lt i 
rel ig ious real ity fo r American p l u ra l ism.  
The CD-ROM wi l l  incl ude an ent i re section on Zoroas
tr ian i s m .  F EZANA has been  a p p roached to provide 
informat ion and se rve as adviso r  for th is  sectio n .  I nfor
mation ,  i n  the form of narrat ives, photog raphs ,  v ideos, 
i s  needed on: A)  Zoroast r ian ism in  America, inc lud ing 
a t ime l ine ,  iss u es fac ing  t he  comm u n ity, p rof i les o f  
notab le  American Zarth ust is , a n d  p rof i les  of majo r  
Associat ions ;  and  B )  Zoroastr i an i sm the Trad i t io n ,  
i nc lud ing  an in t rod uctio n  t o  t h e  h is tory, theology and 
p ract ices , a h istor ical wor ld t ime l ine ,  ho l idays and rites ,  
and express ions of the  fai th  such · as mus ic ,  art ,  dance,  
food and d ress . 
Th is info rmation wi l l  be an i nvaluab le record of ou r  h is 
tory i n  North America ,  even for our  own arch ival pu r
poses .  Roh i n to n  R ivetna a nd D o l ly Dastoo r have 
req uested the h e lp o f  Zo roastri an  Assoc iat io ns  and  
i nd iv id ua ls  i n  gath e ri n g  t h i s  data . P lease send  the  
info rmat ion to  Roh inton M .  R ivetna ,  5750 S .  Jackson 
Street ,  H insda le ,  I l l i no is 6052 1 , Te l :  (708) 325-5383 .  

CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL.  . .  
I s  you r  subscr ipt ion due? C heck the address 
label on the back cove r of this issue . 

Let's Get Invo lved-Public Rela tions Needed 
One area where the North Ame rican Zarth ust i  commu
n ity needs a lot  o f  work i s  P u b l i c i ty and  Pub l ic Rela
t ions .  We need to get bette r known , better respected , 
and better rep rese nted . 
Pub l ic  relat ions a re essent ia l  to ensure a posi t ive per
cept io n of o u r commun ity i n  North America. Pub l ic i ty 
and  p u b l i c  re la t io n s ,  if p ro p e rly o rches t rated ,  wo u ld 
have t remendous benefits and payoff. F i rst and fore
most ,  it w i l l  i nst i l l  a sense of pr ide  in o u r  youngsters ,  
and he lp  t h e m  t o  step out  and b e  counted.  Second ,  i t  
wi l l  he lp to co rrect many m isconcept ions about our  re l i 
g ion that  e x ist  today i n  the med ia ,  popu la r  l i te ratu re ,  
a n d  even i n  t h e  academic wor ld .  And i t  w i l l  g ive o u r  
sma l l  commun ity more c lout .  
F EZANA P res i den t  Dasto o r  is  very keen to fo rm a 
strong  Pub l ic i ty Com mittee . S h e  is look ing for pub l ic 
re lat io ns ,  med ia  and adve rtis i ng  p rofess ionals for t h is 
Com mittee .  One of the f irst act ivit ies of th is  committee 
wil l  be to p repare a pub l ic ity package to be d is t ributed 
to FEZANA Members for  use whenever an  Associat ion 
is cal led to speak about or explain o u r  re l i g ion to oth
e rs .  So  p lease ,  i f you have one of these  talents , o r  if 
yo u know someone  who  wo u l d  be  va luab le  on t h i s  
committee , ca l l  Dastoor  a t  (51 4) 656-2036 . 

Hinnells '  Study of Parsi Niigration to North 
America - Family and Niarriage Patterns 
Professor  John  R. H in ne l ls  and a team of researchers 
(Ras h na Write r, H ustasp and  Perviz B h umgara, and 
S h ir in Pate l) conducted an in-depth survey of the expe
riences o f  the Zarthusti com mun it ies i n  B rita in ,  Ame ri
ca, Canada , and Austral ia .  These commun it ies were 
then  compared with comm u n it ies i n  the o lde r sett le 
ments i n  Karach i ,  Hong Kong  and Kenya. The  f ind ings 
are p res ented in a paper p u b l i shed  i n  Sou th Asia 
Research [Vol. 1 4, No. 1, Spring 1 994] . The detai led f ind
ings were p resented at the Katrak Lectu res at Oxfo rd 
Un ive rs ity i n  1 985 ,  and w i l l  be pu b l ished by Oxford Un i 
vers ity Press i n  1 995 . 
The study was conducted from carefu l ly-p repa red su r
vey quest ion na i res ,  accompanied by se lected in -depth 
i n terviews .  A l i tt l e  ove r 900 ques t i o n n a i res we re 
retu rned f ro m North America ,  which represents a sta
t ist ical ly s ig n i f icant  sample of the Zarth ust i popu lation 
i n  the  1 980s .  Th e  res ponde nts we re p redo minant ly  
(87%) P a rs is , most ly  fro m  I nd i a  ( bu t  about  32% of  
these were born  i n  Pakistan ,  E .  Africa,  the West, and 
the Fa r East) - o n ly 1 3% stated they were born in I ran .  
Migra tion Pa tterns: The American mig rat ion started in 
the  1 960s ,  acce le rated i n  the  1 970s ,  and  appears to 
have dec l ined somewhat  i n  the 1 980s . Nearly 69% of 
the respondents  came in  the 1 970s . The study fo und 
that  due to t he  p erce ived opportun i t i es p rov ided i n  a 



country or c i ty, d i fferen t  g roups tend to m ig rate to spe
c i f ic p l aces .  For examp le ,  postg raduates to Ch icago 
and New Yo rk, sc ient ists to America i n  genera l ,  bus i 
nessmen to Houston , and ret i red peop le to Ca l iforn ia . 
O n c e  a pa ttern  i s  estab l i s hed ,  i t  i s  o ften  re in fo rced 
t h roug h  cha in  m ig rat ion of not on ly f r iends and re la
t ives , b ut also bus i ness and educat ional contacts. 
Age and Marital Status: The American Zarthust i  popu
lat ion in 1 985 had rough ly equal  percentage of mem
be rs be low the age o f  36 , between 36 and 45 , and 
above 46 years .  Of these ,  rough ly 55% we re ma l e ,  
1 8% we re s ing le , and 1 4% intermarried .  Compare th is 
to the 'o lde r '  commu n it ies o f  London ( U . K . ) and 
Karach i ,  where 35% and 27% of the popu lat ion were 
found to be s ing le .  The London commun ity exp ressed 
the view that its members faced p rob lems i n  f ind ing  
s u i tab le  partn e rs ;  a l though  i t  seems th i s  shou l d be 
more of a p rob lem in  the scattered popu lat ions in  North 
America than i n  U . K. 
Marriage and Intermarriage: Figures i nd icate that inter
marr iages occ u r  most f requent ly i n  the  'scattered 
g roups '  rather  than i n  centers such as Ch icago , New 
Yo rk , and To ronto. I n  Toronto, the Zarthusti commun ity 
is "very wel l -organized in terms of re l ig ious classes and 
socia l  functions ,  factors fac i l itat ing and encou raging in 
marriage . "  Houston ,  whe re intermarriage rate was also 
found to be low, was s ing led out as a special case due 
to  a large proportion of its popu lation hav ing come f rom 
Karachi  i n  fami ly g roups rather than a lone as students. 
In Cal ifo rn ia ,  i n  spite of the large n umber of s ing le stu 
dents,  the intermarriage rate was found to be the low
est in the  U . S .A .  Th is was att r ibuted to the large 
I ran ian popu lation there ,  with an extensive network of 
extended fami l ies to fac i l itate in-marriage. 
Fam/Iv and Marriage Patterns: The study found that 
about  33% of the respondents l ived a lone o r  i n  a 
nuc lear fami ly un it (husband, wife and ch i ldren) .  The 
remain ing 67% l ived in  'extended' fami l ies much l i ke in 
I nd ia o r  I ran , with re latives l iving in the same city, a l low
i n g  f requen t  contact and socia l i z i n g .  Even for  t he  
n uc lear fami ly g roups ,  the in terv iews ind icated that a 
wel l-deve loped network of fr iends and acquai ntances 
was p resent  t h roughou t  North Amer ica .  One  of the  
s ubt le messages o f  the  study i s  that f inding a Zarthusti 
marr iage partner is much easier when there is  a net
work  of re lat ives , i nte rcon nected fami ly  g roups  o r  
access t o  a social or  quasi-re l ig ious local Assoc iat ion .  
The author po ints out  that " i n  Amer ica [ the U . S . A . ] ,  
m o re responden ts want t o  asse rt t he i r  Zoroastr ian
ness rather  than the i r  American-ness , because the lat
te r is assoc iated with the  th reat of t he  'me l t i ng -pot  
cu ltu re '  wh ich  is thought  to e rode  d is t i nct iveness . I n  
contrast, the h igh p rof i le 'mu lt i -cu l tu ral ism'  of Canada is  
seen as non- th reaten ing and therefo re more respon 
dents we re wi l l i ng to ident i fy themse lves as Canadians , 

Volume V I I I ,  Nu 1 - Spring 1 995 

that  i s ,  c i t izens o f  the cou ntry of abode ,  not of b i rth . "  
These  p e rcept io ns  may  have  comp l ex  and h i t he rto 
u nexp lored imp l ications on 'app rova l '  o r  'd isapproval ' o f  
i nte rmarr iage .  The approval seems more a matter o f  
res ig nat ion than that of consc ious dec is i on  i n  i ts favo r. 
The disapp rovals stem partly from the fea r of ass im i la
t ion  and part ly f rom the th reat of out-convers ion o f  the 
Zarthust i  spouse to a d iffere nt re l ig ion .  
Conclusion: More than anyth i ng , th is  study i l l ust rates 
th e  complexity of facto rs wh ich affect the developments 
of d iffe rent patterns of be l ie fs between and with in  com
mun it ies . They i l l u st rate the fa ls ity of s imp le  exp lana
t ions or b lanket genera l izat ions .  
Th is study was done p rior  to 1 985, when FEZANA was 
not even born .  Now we have the wherewithal to con
d uct a more extens ive and re levant su rvey i n  N o rth  
Am e rica,  wh ich ,  w i th  t he  H i n ne l l s study as a mode l ,  
shou ld yie ld rich d iv idends o f  understand ing ou r  emerg
i ng  c u lt u re and p atterns ;  and  t he reby po i nt the way 
toward more fruitful p lann i ng  for ou r futu re .  

IN COMING ISSUES . . .  

Themes f o r  futu re issues of t he  Jou rnal w i l l  be :  
Summer (June) 1995: Th_e Creation Story 
Fall (September) 1995: Ancestral Heritage -

P laces of P i lg rimage (Udvada, P i r  Sab . . .  ) 
Lette rs and artic les on  these themes are invited . Sub
miss ion deadl ine is Apri l  1 for  Summer issue ,  and Ju ly 
1 ,  for Fal l  issue .  

F E Z A N A  

HISTORIC RESEARCH AND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

and 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Announce a forthcoming special pub l icat ion 
on 

AACH EOLOGICAL EVIDENCES OF 
ZAAATHUSHTAIAN S ETTLEMENTS 

Or ig i na l ,  researched and refe re nced a rt ic les  of no  
more than 20 doub le-spaced typewritten pages can  be 
s u b mitted to D r. Pa l lan  l chaporia ,  253 Sou th  4th 
Street , Womelsdo rf ,  PA 1 9567 
Dead l ine fo r  submiss ions is Ju ly 1 ,  1 995. Acceptance 
of artic les for pu bl ication wi l l  be based on  the decis ion 
of a Specia l  Advisory Committee ,  which w i l l  be f inal .  
Authors wi l l  be requ ired to conform with fo rmat and 
e d ito r ia l  recom mendat i ons  of t he  Committee .  Fo r 
deta i l s o n t he  fo rmat and d iscuss ion  of the s u bject 
matter, p lease contact D r. l chaporia  at (6 1 0) 589-
541 9 , e-ma i l :  J POG61 A @ prodigy.com. 
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N o rtlz American 
Directory Project 

North American Zoroas t r i an  Census/D i rectory Da ta Shee t  

All individuals over the age of  1 8 ,  must complete a separate form . The North American Directory 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Project  is off and runn i ng .  Coor-

L Census Tn formation {Con fi den t ial) dinators are gathering i n formation  

Place of  B irth 
Sex (Circle one) 
Religion (Circle one) 
Age: (Circle one) 

exact age (optional) 

CHILDREN: 

Self 

male / female 
Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian 
[] 70 and higher [] 60 to 69 
[] 50 to 59 [] 40 to 49 
[] 30 to 39 [] 18 to 29 

Name: _______ _ Name: 
Place of Birth 
Sex (Circle one) 
Religion (Circle one) 
Age (Circle one) : 

exact age (optional) 

male / female 
Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian 
[] 18 or higher 
[] 1 5 to 1 7  
[] 5 to 9 

[] 1 0  to 1 5  
[] 0 to 4 

Spouse (if married) 

male / female 
Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian 
[] 70 and higher [] 60 to 69 
[] 50 to 59 [] 40 to 49 
[] 30 to 39 [ ]  18 to 29 

male /  female 
Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian 
[] 1 8  or higher 
[] 1 5 to l7 
[ ]  5 to  9 

[] 10 to 1 5  
[] 0 to 4 

-------------------------------------------------------------
Name: _______ _ Name: 

Place of Birth 
male / female male / female Sex (Circle one) 

Religion (Circle one) 
Age (Circle one): 

Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian Zoroastrian / non-Zoroastrian 

exact age (optional) 

[] 1 8  or higher 
[] 1 5  to 1 7  
D 5 t o  9 

D 10  to 1 5  
[] 0 to 4 

[] 1 8  or higher 
[] 1 5  to 1 7  
[ ]  5 to 9 

II. Di rectory {Optional) Information 

[] 10 to 1 5  
[] 0 to 4 

(circle yes to include the information in the directory, otherwise circle no) 

NAME: ________ _, _______ _ / ________ _ 
last name first name, MI spouse name, MI. (if married) 

[yes/no] HOJ.'vIE ADDRESS :  

[yes/no] HOJ.'vIE PHONE NO: ________ HOJ'vIE Fax : 
and/or e-mail: 

[yes/no] Name of the Zoroastrian Association membership if any: 

[yes/no] Originally from 

[yes/no] Profession 

[yes/no] Business or 
Employer 

[yes/no] Address 

[yes/no] Business Phone: ---------
[yes/no] Bus. Fax / e-mail _______ _ 

SPOUSE 

that wi l l  fac i l i tate several ongoing 
FEZANA activ i t ies :  
( 1) North American Zoroastri an 

D i rectory ;  
(2) Demographic (census) s tudies ; 
(3) Business/professional network; 
(4) Youth ne twork. 
"To make the project succeed, we 
need the cooperation o f  EVERY
ONE, whe ther they are members 
of an Association or not", says 
Noshir Langrana, Professor o f  
Mechanical Engineering a t  Rut
gers Univers i ty, and main coordi
nator o f  the Project .  ' 'At the very 
least, the Directory will enable 
people to get in touch with ' los t '  
friends and relatives to improve 
networking",  says FEZANA Presi
dent Dolly Dastoor. 
Networking is the key to our sur
vival, growth, and empowerment. 
The directory will not contain con
fidential information like age or 
place of birth, but the complete 
database will provide a clear, s ta
tistically reliable demographic pic
ture to chart our course into the 
2 1 st century. 
We now have the tools , the people, 
and the will to do it .  The project 
committee includes Noshir Lan
grana (NY/NJ) ; Anahita S idhwa 
(TX) , Minoo Patel (IL), and 
Mehran Sepehri (CA) . Data col
lection methods , confidentiali ty 
concerns, and types of information 
needed have been di scussed and 
worked out wi th the Associations 
and on the Zoroastrian e-mail net
work. The resul t  is this form. 
Please complete the form (make 
addi tional cop ies to give to other 
Zarthus tis who may not be gett i ng  
the  Journa l )  and return them to 
your local  Assoc iation or to : 

Noshir Langrana 
19  Brookfield Way 

Robbinsville, NJ 08691 
Tel :  (609) 275-9154, or e -mai l : 
langrana @ maya .rutgers . edu 

DO NOT D ELAY-DO IT TODAY!  



The Denver area Zarthust i  commun ity, number ing less 
than 30 has been i n forma l ly organ ized s i nce Navroze 
1 993 as "The Rocky Mounta in  Zoroastrian Association" 
u nde r  the leadersh ip  of Rum i  Eng ineer  ( P res ident) , 
Bucky Amaria (V. P. and Treas u re r) and Do l ly  Ta rac
hand (Secretary) . Most members are wel l -settled pro
fess ionals ;  the Daman ia  fami ly owns an I ndian g rocery 
sto re .  
A l a rge  n umber  of  t he  Denve r  co mmun ity made an 
enthus iastic showing at the recent FEZANA trip to Cre
stone ,  Co lorado, 3 1 /2 hours away, to eva luate the pos
s ib i l ity of bu i ld ing a Zarthust i  center there .  

Buckt; Amaria (front) with family: invitation to Denver 

With customary Zarthusti hospital ity, Bucky writes: " I f  
any of our young adu lts want to come to Denver for a 
sk i i ng weekend, they are co rd ial ly i nvited to our house . 
They' l l  have a p lace to stay, food to eat and plenty of 
young  adu lts their age for company." 

Zoroastrianism Among Twelve Major 
World Religions at Peace Abbey 
Eve ry morn ing the staff, s tudents and f riends of the 
school  at the Peace Abbey, in Sherborn ,  a suburb of 
Boston ,  gather a round the 'Peace Tab le '  for the ritual of 
the 'B less ing Bowl '  and recitat ion of p rayers for peace. 
The bowl has special s ig nif icance,  for it was f i l led with 
o l ive b ranches and offered to the heads of the twelve 
major world re l ig ions ,  who had gathered in Assis i ,  I taly 
in 1 986, at the invitation of Pope John Pau l  to pray for 
wor ld  peace .  To th is  day, t he  p raye r recited by D r. 
Homi Dhal la ,  the Zarthust i de legate at the Assis i  event ,  
is rec ited dai ly at the Peace Abbey, and stands on  a 
pedestal along with p raye rs of other  faiths . It reads :  
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We pray to e radicate al l misery in the world, 
That understanding tr iumph over ignorance,  
That generosity tr iumph over indifference,  
That trust tr iumph over contempt, 
And that truth tri umph over falsehood. 

I solemnly dedicate myself to the truth 
And to the true spoken word, and true action .  
I dedicate myself to reason which causes peace 
And teaches self-sac rif ice. 

Through the cooperation of al l  the peoples of the world 
May we al l  be one in justice,  
And may we al l  benef i t  from each other 
And help those in need. 

Through Good thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds 
Make in me a peaceful attitude towards a l l ,  
Seeking to renew my l i fe and make it as You wish i t  
A l i fe of truth. Yasna 60.5 

The  P eace Abbey ded icated by Moth e r  The resa i n  
1 990, i s  committed t o  world peace th rough prayer, non
v io lence and social activism.  The insp iration for its for
mat ion  came to its founder, Lou is Randa, at the 1 986 
Assis i  event. The Abbey also runs a schoo l for ch i l 
d ren  who face l i fe chal lenges. 

The Peace Abbey 

An Interfaith Retreat Center for 
Peacemakers from Around the World 

On October  2, 1 994, the 1 25th ann iversary of the b irth 
of Mahatma Gandh i ,  the Abbey inaugurated the "Paci
f ist Memoria l "  featuring an e ig h t-foot statue of the 
Mahatma , located on Main Street i n  S he rborn . Du ring 
a recent vis it, to the Abbey, Roh inton R ivetna p resent
ed the Abbey with a portrait of Zarthustra, which is now 
d isplayed alongside othe r  sacred symbols .  



Zoroastrianism at Stanford 
The Zarthust i  faith is now accepted and recognized as 
a member of the Re l ig io us Counci l  at Stanford Un iver
s i ty in Cal i forn ia .  The Zarthust i  commun ity of Northern 
Ca l i fo rn ia thanked Maneck Bhujwala for "represent ing 
the Zoroast r ian commun ity and fo r educat i ng  o thers 
th rough interfaith d iscuss ions . "  [From ZANC Newsletter, 
December 1 994]. _, 

Oxtoby Seminar in Toronto 
Professor  Wi l lard Oxtoby offered a 1 3-week seminar on 
Zo roastrian ism at the U n ivers ity of Toronto in January 
1 995. Members of the commun ity were i nvited to audi t  
the classes. 

Assimilation and Preservation of 
Identity : ZS O Task Force Report 
• "Un less miraculously saved, the commu nity is in real dan

ger of los ing its ident i ty, characterist ics, and ind ividual  
existence over the next coup le of generations . I f  ou r  
demographic numbers are lost, then a l l  else that we  are 
currently engaged in doing wi l l  also d ie a natu ral death. 

• "Un ity with in the community is essential if we are to meet 
this chal lenge together. We cannot afford to be divided 
i nto camps of 'bl ind orthodoxy' or ' rabid l iberalism ' . 

• "There is a crying need for a strong re l igious revival move
ment with in  the commun ity, with a deeper appreciation for 
our history, culture and heritage."  

These are the conclusions reached by a five-member 
panel  ( Ervad Yezdi  Ant ia ,  Homi Homj i ,  D r. Jamshed 
Mavelwal la, Visp i  Pate l  .and Keki  Shroff) ,formed by the 
Zoroastrian Association of Ontario  to study the prob lem 
of ass imi lation and preservation of our  _Zarthusti identi
ty in  North America. Their analysis a'nd recommenda
t ions are summarized here .  
The Problem. The ass imi lative processes in our  host 
societies inc lude the i nf luence of . peers on our ch i ldren 
and the inf luence of the a l l -pervasive media on  every
one.  Even though these p rocesses are overwhelming
ly strong ,  the i r  effect is largely unseen because we fit 
comfo rtab ly in ou r  new sett ing ,  havi ng al ready west
e rn ized ou rse lves i n  I nd ia ,  Pakistan and I ran before 
migrati n g  to the west. And because of our adaptive
ness, we a re in  danger  of becoming homogen ized in 
the melt ing pot of other  North American communit ies to 
the po int  of los ing ou r  d ist inct ident i ty. 
Apart from the extremely low b irth rate ,  several h istori
ca l  events seem to have restr icted the popu la t ion 
g rowth of our  commu n i ty i n  t he  mother  count r ies .  
These inc lude popu lat ion decimation due to massacres 
as wel l  as natural calamit ies l i ke famines and p lagues . 
Other  facto rs in I nd ia and Pakistan inc lude an ag ing  
commun ity, fa l l  i n  marriage frequency, education and 

advancemen t  o f  wom e n ,  advent of  p rospe rity and  
des i re to  afford h igher  educat ion to  a smal l e r  n umbe r  o f  
ch i ld ren ,  late marr iages , and urban izat ion .  
Whi le  some o f  these factors ho l d  true in North  America, 
the absence of  reg u la r  soc ia l  i nt e ract ion  wi t h i n  the  
commun i ty s i gn i f icant ly  i n c reases the  r isk o f  be i ng 
ass im i la ted by the  dom i nan t  hos t  c u l t u re .  Con tacts 
between fami l ies are few and far between.  The t rans
fe r of the re l ig ion and val ues to ch i l d ren  is not auto
mat ic th rough the commun ity. 
The increasing trend towards m ixed marriages ,  a phe
nomenon  not pecu l i a r  to North America ,  is a f u rther  
cause for concern , especia l ly as there i s  a perception 
that even in the absence of s ign if icant social barrie rs i n  
North America, the  offspring  o f  such un ions tend to  d rift 
away from the commun ity. 
Their  recommendations are :  

1 .  A detai led census and  demograph ic survey shou ld  
be  conducted by FEZANA every two years .  

2 . M o re youth mus t  se rve on  gove rn i ng  bod ies of  
FEZANA and Member Associations .  

3 . Parents shou ld  take p ro-act ive ro le (e . g .  th rough 
s ubt le  match -making }  i n  enco u rag i ng  ch i l d ren  to  
marry early and with in  the  community. 

4. l ntensive education  p rogram shou ld be  launched to 
raise awareness of threat of impend ing ext inction .  

5 .  Booklets , tapes , video mate rials for a l l  ages on h is 
tory, re l ig ion and cul ture shou ld be d istributed. 

6 .A cent ra l  Zoroastr ian I n fo rmation  Se rvice with a 
stock of pub l icat i ons ,  p e riod icals and pamp h lets 
must be  estab l ished in  a centra l  location .  

7. Constant and frequent social i nteract ion ,  especial ly 
between youth ,  must be  creatively o rgan ized . 

8. Parents must be p rovided with suggest ions regard
i n g  da i ly  rout ines and  observances that wou ld  
impart a dist inct ive flavo r and identity to a Zo roastri
an household .  

9 .  There shou ld  be  c lose r i n te ract i ons  between 
Zarthustis from I ran  and I nd ia .  

1 0 . The issue o f  survival shou ld be kept i n  the spot l igh t  
w i th  'Open Forums ' .  Other  commun it ies (e . g .  Jew
ish} should be invited to come and share the i r expe
r iences . 

1 1 .  App rec iat ion of the ro le of Mobeds shou l d  go 
beyond the express ions of verbal g rat i tude to more 
tang ib le  means of support .  

1 2 . O rgan izat ions and  ind iv idua ls  m ust  take p art in  
I nterfai th activ i t ies to p rov ide h i g h e r  v is i b i l i ty and 
respect for the Zoroastr ian fai th . 

1 3 . A  community act ion p lan must be deve loped ,  based 
on sc ient i f ic assessment  of soc io- re l i g ious needs .  



As memories of C restone l i nger i n  the m inds of those 
who v is i ted last  October, [FEZANA Journal ,  Win ter 
1 994] the quest ion that is being asked is :  "What i s  next? 
What  a re we do ing  with the offer  of t he  40-acre p lot  
offe red by Hanne St rong of the Man itou Foundat ion?"  
F i l  Bagwad ia  o f  Denver  has  now co l l ated the  com
ments o f  those who made tha t  t r i p ;  t he  report w i l l  be  
p resen ted to Member  Associat ions fo r d iscuss ion .  I n  
t he  meant i me ,  Nev i l l e  Rustomjee ,  a young  arch itect 
f rom the Denve r area is gatheri n g  s ite speci fics such as 
a topog raphica l  map ,  ava i lab i l ity of  u t i l i t ies , p roposals 
fo r survey, code requ i rements ,  e tc .  The Denver area 
Zarthust is , be ing the c losest to th i s  property, a re be ing 
encouraged to take the in i t iat ive i n  th is p roject. 
M rs .  S trong des i res at C restone  the presence of each 
of the majo r faith trad i t ions 'with unb roken l ineage'  and 
Zo roastr ian ism,  of  a l l  fa i ths ,  certain ly f i ts that b i l l .  She 
has set he rsel f  that  goal ,  however long it takes ; and 
as such , the offer w i l l  remain open i ndef in ite ly. I t  shou ld 
be noted that she does not make a d ist inct ion  between 
fol lowers of the faith ,  whethe r  they are of Western o r  
Eastern orig in , as l ong  as  the  faith i s  of ' unb roken l i n 
eage ' .  Ne ither  does she requ i re that the representat ion 
be by the 'apex' body of the faith - thus the Ch rist ians 
are rep resented by the Carmel ite o rder, the Buddh ists 
by the Zen o rder, and the Hindus by the  Aurob indos .  
One way w e  may eval uate t h e  g i ft, i s  on the basis o f  its 
i n t r i ns ic  va lue ,  detached fro m  i ts rel i g i ous  s u r round
ings .  What  va l ue  does it have fo r N o rt h  American 
Zarthustis i n  terms of a retreat, or a learn ing center, or 
a youth camp, o r  a meet ing p lace o r  . . .  ? In t ime we 
shal l  have the answe rs . Contact: Roh inton R ivetna, 
Tel .  (708) 325-5383. 

Calendar Reform 
To date, e ight  Associations i n  North America have he ld 
meet ings  and refe renda on  ca l enda r  refo rm.  The 
Zo roastrian Associat ion of Pennsylvania and New Jer
sey (ZAPANJ) he ld a referendu m  on the adopt ion of a 
u n if i ed  Zarthust i  ca lendar  o n  February 1 2 , 1 995 . 
E rvads Jehan Bagl i  and Adi Unwala gave a summary of 
the p ros and cons and responded to quest ions f rom the 
aud ience. Rustom Keva la po inted out the d iscrepancy 
i n  t he  rec kon ing  of t he  cu rrent year  in t he  I ran ian  
Nat ional Calendar, wh ich  counts i t s  years from P rophet 
Mohammed's f l ight  f rom Mecca, and not f rom  the date 
of accession of Yazdegard I I .  
T h e  d i scuss ion cen te red o n  a l te rnat ive ways of  cor
rect i ng  the Kadmi and Shenshai ca lenda rs fo r past  
neg lects , wh i l e  p reserving the sp i ri tua l  l i n ks with the rit
ua l s  and  p laces of wors h i p  i n  I nd i a  and I ran .  The 
resu lts of the bal lot wi l l  be  sent to the FEZANA secre
tar iat fo r d iscuss ion at the Annua l  Genera l  Meeti ng  in 
September 1 995 . 
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Youth Congress 
The Seventh  North American Zoroastr ian Youth Con
g ress (ZYC95) wi l l  be he ld  at Stanford Un ive rs ity, June 
30-J u ly 4 ,  1 995 . {See You thfully Speaking, th is issue] . 
Contact: Dar ius Kasad at (41 5)  59 1 -28 1 3 o r  write to 
ZYC95,  P.O .  Box 8004, Stanfo rd , CA 94309. 

Council of Iranian Mobeds - Annual 

Function and Sudreh-Pushi Hamegani 
The ann ua l  f unc t i on  of the Sudreh-Pushi Hamegani 
(pub l ic Navjote ceremony) of Zart hust i  youth , and cele
b ration  of the estab l i shment of the Kankash -e-Mobe
dan (Counc i l of I ran ian Mobeds of North America) wi l l  
be he ld on Satu rday Apr i l  22 ,  1 995 at  4 :00 pm at the 
Ca l i forn ia Zo roastr ian Cen te r, D a r-e -Meh r  Rostam 
G u iv, i n  Westminste r. 
The p rog ram wi l l  inc lude a Jashan ceremony, Sudreh
Pushi  Hamegan i ,  appo intment of new Zarthust i  "To rch
Bearers" and other i n te rest i n g  p rog rams.  Refresh 
ments w i l l  be  served.  A l l  a re i nvited .  Contact Fariborz 
Shahzadi by Fax at (71 4) 582-6468 .  

FEZANA Annual General Meeting 

The 1 995 FEZANA AG M wi l l  be  he ld  September 2-4, 
1 995 , hosted by the Zoroastrian Assoc iatio n of Kansas. 
A workshop fo r teachers of rel i g ious education is be ing 
p lanned fo r the same weekend .  Contact FEZANA Sec
retary Ketayun  Kapad ia at (609) 795-0946 .  

Zoroastrian Religious Camp 5 
Ervad K. N. Dastoor  wi l l  conduct a rel ig ious camp, at a 
p icturesque location i n  Cal iforn ia, i n  Summer of 1 995 . 
It is an opportun ity for young and o ld al ike to re l ive the 
Zo roastrian heri tage ,  h istory and cu ltu re .  Contact S i loo 
Mehta at (7 1 4) 995-8765. 

American Academy of Religion 
The next annua l  meeting  of the Ame rican Academy of 
Re l ig ion wi l l  be he ld i n  Ph i lade lph ia , PA, November 1 8-
2 1 , 1 995. I t  is  hoped that the topic of the i nf luence of 
Zarthust i  thought  in the Dead Sea Scrol ls is d iscussed, 
and hopefu l ly recogn ized,  at t h is meet ing .  The dead
l i ne  for submiss ion of abstracts was Ma rch 1 .  Contact 
Roh inton R ivetna (708) 325-5383 fo r mo re information .  

1996 North American Congress 

The Pe rs ian Zo roastr i an  O rgan izat ion ( PZO) and 
Zo roastri an Anjuman of Northern Cal i forn ia (ZANG) wi l l  
host the Tenth North Amer ican Zoroastr ian Congress 
on  the Ju ly 4th weekend ,  1 996,  in  San Francisco. I t  wi l l  
be co-cha i red by  Manoucher  Mobedshah i ,  P res ident of 
PZO and Peshotan I ran i ,  P res ident of ZANG .  Contact 
Mobedshah i  at (41 5) 673- 1 776 . 



World Zoroastrian Congress in Bombay 
The S ixth World Zo roastr ian Congress is p lanned for  
ea rly January 1 996 ,  i n  Bombay, to be o rgan ized by the 
Federat ion of  Zoroastrian Anj umans of I nd ia .  Contact 
FEZANA Pres ident  Do l ly Dastoor  (51 4) 656-2036. 

Conference on Yashts in Flo rida 
A conference on Yashts i s  be ing  p lanned as part of the 
Zo roast r ian Scri p t u ra l  S tud i e s  S e r i es ,  hosted by the 
n ewly o rgan ized Zo roastrian Associat ion  of Flo rida ,  i n  
Win ter  1 995 .  The 3-day conference,  wh ich wi l l  i nc lude 
round  tab le  discussions and p resentat ions ,  w i l l  exp lore 
the o rig ins  of the Yashts and p rovide  ins ight  into the i r  
re l i g io us s i gn if icance,  theo logy and  ph i losophy. Ve ry 
few Zo roast r ians know about t he  Yashts. This confer
ence p rom ises to be a g reat experience for s tudents 
and  scho l a rs a l i ke .  The  F l o ri d i an  Zoroast r ians a re 
p l ann i ng  to ro l l  out  t he  red ca rpet  and  make th i s  a 
memorab le  exper ience fo r a l l .  
S tudents of Zo roastri an i sm wish i ng  to  read a paper  at 
the conference may submi t  an abstract, not exceed i ng  
1 50 words , by June 30 ,  1 995 ,  to D r. Pal lan lchaporia, 
253  Sou th  4th St reet ,  Wo mels d o rf ,  PA 1 9567 ,  Te l :  
(61 0) 589-54 1 9 .  

AROUND THE WORLD 
First Zarthusti House of Worship in 
Southern Hemisphere 
"Raise you r  g lasses ! R i ng  the Be l l s !  Ou r  d ream of the 
1 970s has seen the l ight o f  day today ! " ,  were the sen
t imen ts expressed at t he  i n a u g u ration  o f  the  Arbab 
Rostam & Morvarid G u iv Darbe Meher, near Sydney, 
Austra_l ia on Ju ly 24, 1 994,  the  f i rst Zarthusti place of  
worsh ip  in the southe rn hemisphere.  
The idea o f  "a p lace o f  o u r  own" fo r  the Austra l ian 
Zarth ust is , was born in  1 978 . This led to the concept of 
a Darbe Meher  i n  1 984 fo l lowi ng  a vis it to San Diego 
and a meeting with Arbab Rostam and Morvarid Gu iv, 
who had a l ready donated towards Darbe M e h e rs i n  
N e w  York a n d  Cal ifornia. F ina l ly  i n  1 985 a pledge fo r 
The Arbab Rustam and Morva rid 
Gu iv Oarbe Mehr, on 5 acres of 
land, a t  Annangrove, near  Sydney, 
Aus tralia .  "In 1 968 some of us pio
neered the formation and plan ted the 
firs t seeds of our Associa t ion, when 
there were only 5 or 6 fam ilies in 
Sydney ", says long- t ime res ident  
Sam Kerr, "A t presen t we a;-e nearly 
800 and rising, mainly by migra tion 
and slowly by birth. Our n umbers 
hope to reach 1 , 000 by the year 
2 001 . "  [ photo: Sam Kerr I 

$ 1 00 , 000 was rece ived f ro m  the  G u iv Trus t , wi th the 
cond i t io n tha t  t he  Aus t ra l i an  Zo roas t r ian  Assoc i a t ion 
(AZA) acqu i re a property fo r the  Darbe Meher, and the 
donat ion cou ld be  used on ly for i ts cons truct ion .  
I n  1 985 ,  w i th  t he  Ostowari fa m i l y  as  t h e  maj o r  Aus 
t ra l ian donor, a long with l i beral commun ity support and 
ava i lab le  Associa t ion  funds ,  f ive ac res were pu rchased 
at  Annangrove . The funds were t rans fe rred to Austra l ia  
bu t  i t  t ook  an oth e r  yea r  and  a ha lf to ge t  the  f u nds  
re leased to t he  Assoc iat ion ( th o u g h  a port ion  of t h e  
amount  is st i l l  wi th he ld by t h e  G u iv Trustees) . 
S t i l l  short of funds ,  Mehraban & Fere idoon Zartosh ty o f  
Canada ,  we l l  known fo r the i r  b e n evo l e n c e ,  were 
approach ed.  The i r  ass istance and generos ity b rough t  
anothe r  $9 1 , 424. Other  major  donors were: t he  Osto
wari Family ($78 , 927) , overseas donors i nc lud ing  the 
Zoroast r ian Charity Funds of Hong Ko ng ,  Canton and 
Macao ($22 ,870 ) ,  Austra l ian  dono rs ($ 1 20 , 577) , A2A 
funds ($40 , 000) , b ri ng i ng  the tota l  to $624 ,307 ,  wh ich  
just  cove red the cos t  o f  the p roject .  
When it looked l i ke the p roject was ready to take off,  
p rob lems we re encou ntered with counc i l  app rovals and 
the A2A had to go to cou rt  to estab l i sh  the i r  democrat
ic r ights to have a Zoroastr ian House of Worsh ip  (at a 
cost of $48 ,330 , donated ent i re ly  by the  co mmun i ty) . 
Afte r the successful  court case ,  it was a l l  systems go .  
Aga in  w i th  the unan imous support f rom the co mmun ity, 
p l ann i ng  and des ign  comme nced i n  late i 992 .  By  
December 1 993 ,  a l l  t he  tenders were i n ,  and  const ruc
t ion commenced in  January 1 994. The work was com
p leted ,  just two weeks befo re I naugu rat ion Day. 
The Souven i r  acknowledges "a l l  the A2A members for 
contri bu t i on  of t ime ,  money and effo rt over the  past  
years to convert th is concept to rea l i ty". A spec ia l  pat  
o n  the back was awa rded to a l l  past  and cu rrent  office 
beare rs ,  espec ia l l y  Nos h i r  I ran i ,  P u rviz Ko lsawa l l a ,  
Pesh otan Katrak, E rnan i  G iambuzz i ,  S h i rley  Mah
ableshwarwal la ,  Boman Ka lapes i ,  T im Desai  and G u l u  
B i l imoria .  Ja l  Taraporewala was t han ked fo r h i s  he lp  
towards the  des ign  of t he  Darbe Mehe r. \;. :';t::r--:-�t';1ti-:1 / �<�<,_,. -�-r:����:· ) [From Inauguration Souvenir, Ju ly 24, 1 994] 
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Human Rights Day Celebra ted a t  
Zoroastrian House, U.K. 
The Un ited Nat ions adopted the  Un ive rsa l  Declarat ion  
o f  Human Rights i n  1 948.  To commemorate tha t  event ,  
and the 1 995 U . N .  Year  of To lerance ,  the Zoroastr ian 
Trust  Funds of E u rope,  with The Un i ted Nat ions Asso
ciat ion and Amnesty I nternationa l ,  hosted a Service of 
Observance on December 1 0 , at Zoroastr ian house in 
London .  

Mo beds f rom U . K. opened the  i nterfa i th  ceremon ies 
with the Atash N iyais he and Doa Tandarost i ,  and l i t  The 
Amnesty Candle from the Atash .  Fol lowing a Welcome 
Address by Rusi Dalal ,  Pres ident of ZTFE, rep resenta
t ives from the Baha' i , Buddh ist ,  Ch rist ian ,  H indu ,  Jew
ish Mus l im and S ikh faiths offe red p rayers and l i t  The 
Candle. Witness speake rs from Rwanda, Bosnia, the 
Ahmadis and the indigenous peop le of Central America 
shared the i r  experiences , as the service remembered 
al l  who were vict ims of persecut ion because of the i r  
rel ig ious o r  eth n ic backg round .  

WZO Pilgrimage to Iran 
The WZO is organiz ing a p i l g rimage to I ran ,  Apri l  1 2-
26 , 1 995, inc lud ing vis its to Tehran ,  the h istorical site of 
Tagh-e-Boostan in Kerman ,  Susa ,  Persepo l i s ,  Pasar
gadae,  Sh i raz,  the shrines near  Yazd ,  a rchaeolog ical 
s i te of a 1 500 year old Fi re Temp le  near I sfahan , and 
much more. 
The cost, exclud ing  a ir  fare ,  wi l l  be 650 pounds ste rl ing 
(do ub le  occupancy) or  850 pounds for s i ng le  persons .  
Contact S .  F. Capta i n , 25  Wi l low C lose ,  Bis hops Stort
ford ,  Herts ,  CM23 2RY. 

The Iran Experience with ZS 
Bombay-based Zoroastr ian Stud ies is arrang ing  2 1 4 -
day re l i g ious  p i l g r images to I ran .  Khojeste M istree,  the 
educat iona l  consu l tant wi l l  jo in both tou r  g roups .  Par
t ic i pa nts w i l l  re l ive t he  h i s t o rica l  l egac ies of K i ngs  
Cyrus ,  Dari u s ,  Ardesh i r  and Shapu r  i n  Tehran ,  Sh i raz , 
Pasargadae ,  Naqsh-e-R ustom,  Mt .  Damavand ,  Perse
po l i s  a n d  m o re .  Exper i ence  the s p i ri tua l i ty of t he  
Zarthust i  Pirs (sh ri nes) , and the  specia l  sacred f i res o f  
t he  fa it h .To u r  A (Apr i l  8 -22 , 1 995)  w i l l  cost  $ 1 400 , 
i nc l ud ing  a l l  t rave l ,  board i ng  and lodg ing w i th in  I ra n .  
Tour  B (May 6-20 ,  1 995) , in tended for those wi l l i ng  to 
ro u g h  i t  ou t ,  w i l l  cost $900 .  A i rfa re to Te h ran  is no t  
i nc luded .  Contact Khojeste M istree ,  Zoroastr ian S tud
ies, 1 36 Bom bay Samachar Marg ,  Bombay 400 023. 

World Council of Zoroastrian Federa
tions Update 
S i nce the 5 th  Wor ld  Zo roast r ian  C o n g ress i n  1 99 1 , 
effo rt has been under  way to get the  Zoroastrian Fed
e rat ions  in I nd ia .  North America, Europe ,  I ran  and other 
pockets of Zarthustis commun icat in g  with each othe r. 
After  many d rafts and m uch d iscuss ion ,  two alternative 
p roposals for a forma l organ izat ion l i n king these Fed
e rat ions h ave been deve loped .  These are ,  at p resent ,  
be i ng  reviewed by the Fed e rat io n s .  I t  is s i nce re l y  
hoped  that t h i s  organ izat ion evolves p rior  t o  the  n ext 
World Congress in 1 996 .  With Zarthu st is spread across 
the g lobe ,  and Associat ions and Federat ions on eve ry 
cont inent ,  connecting  them formal ly and open ing chan
ne ls of commun ication is the o bvious n ext step .  
Rohinton M.  Rivetna 
FEZANA External Affairs 

GLOBAL ESSAY COMPETITION 

The K. R .  Cama Oriental  I nst i tute , the Wo rld Zoroas
tr ian O rgan ization ,  and the Zartoshty B rothers Chari
tab le  Fou ndat ion have annou nced an  essay 
competition ,  open to a l l *  on the topic :  

"But for Them, Zoroastrianism Would Have 
Been Extinct in Iran" 

Essays must be o riginal (not publ ished anywhere before) , in 
English or Pers ian,  not to exceed 25 typed double-spaced 
pages. Name, address and age must be written on a cover 
l etter, and should not appear on any pages of the essay. 

F i rst Pr ize:  Rs .  25 ,000 
Second Prize: Rs .  20 , 000 
Th i rd P rize :  Rs. 1 0 ,000 

Consolation Pr ize :  As recommended by Judges 
Submit essays by Ju ly 30**, 1 995 to Jt .  Honorary Sec
retaries ,  K .  R. Gama Oriental  I nst i tute ,  1 36 Bombay 
Samachar  M arg , Fort, Bombay 400 023,  I nd ia .  

Note  that there are n o  age l imits now. 
Note the dead l ine has been extended .  
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Roots 
I n  a landmark dec is ion ,  f ive out  of seven H igh P riests 
of I nd ia ag reed to accept octogenarian Nevi l l e  Wad ia ,  
patr iarch of the i l l ust rious Wad ia fami ly of sh ip -bu i lders 
and industria l ists , back into the Zarthusti fai th .  Fo l l ow
ing a p u rificato ry nahn, M r. Wadia was in it iated with the 
Navjote ceremony o n  September 24 ,  1 994 .  Excerpts of  
the exchange of correspondence between Wad ia and 
the seven High P riests is rep roduced below: 
I n  spite of my being brought up  in the Church of England, I 
have al l my l ife, and particular ly lately, been a strong bel ieve r 
in the teach ings of Lord Zoroaster, particu lar ly because of its 
emphas is on good thoughts, good words , good deeds, and 
charity. 
Ever s ince I fin i shed my school ing in England, I came back to 
I ndia. I have s ince then felt , and have been accepted by the 
commun ity, as a Parsi , i rrespective of my rel ig ion. My own 
roots are purely Zoroastr ian ,  and under  certa in c i rcum
stances wh ich we re beyond my control , th is deviation has 
come i nto my life. So my desire is to come back into the orig
inal Zoroastrian fo ld. I have always tried to fol low the teach
ings of Zoroaste r  and act accord ingly . . .  
For many years, I h ave not on ly regretted that I a m  not a 
Zoroastrian, but  had a strong desire to resume the rel igion of 
my ancestors,  and I felt more a Zoroastrian than the rel igion 
in which I was b rought up . . .  So I went to visi t Dasturj i  Kotwal 
to explain my desires to become a Zoroastrian, and after con
s iderable discussion he said he would be in favour of my hav
ing a nahn or ablut ion bath. After that and su itable p rayers , I 
could put on my Sudreh-Kushti and be l ike any other Zoroas
trian .  He said Navjotes were l im ited to chi ldren up to the 
maximum age of 1 5. He told me I would then be free to enter 
Agiari es and Atash- Behrams . . .  I also inqu i red whethe r  if I 
d ied in Bombay, I cou ld be taken to Doongerwadi l ike any 
other Zoroastrian, to which he confirmed that that would be 
perfectly in order . . .  
I am, therefore, writing this letter to each one of you ,  asking 
you to support the suggest ion of  Dasturj i  Dr. Kotwal and 
accept me  into my own ancestors' Zoroastrian fa ith . . .  

Neville Wadia 
April 11 ,  1994 

Das turji Hormuzdiar K. Mirza and Das tu rji Dr. Kai
khushroo M. Jamasp Asa wrote, on April 19 th:  
" . . .  I t  has been  stated in the Persian Rivayats that  it is p roper 
and al lowable to take back a Zoroastrian man or woman who 
wishes to revert to h is/he r  re l ig ion which he/she has aban
doned under  certain ci rcumstances and accepted an alien  
re l ig ion .  You r  l etter carries terms of so lut ion l a i d  down by  
Dastu rji Kotwal. We do agree with the said terms bu t  we  
f i rmy bel ieve that t he  navjote ceremony should be perfo rmed 
as an except ional case .  I n  fact the nahn ceremony (sacred 
ab lut ion) p recedes the Navjote ceremony proper . . .  " 
Sardar Dasturji Hormuzdiar  Noshirwan Dastur (on April 
28th) and Dasturji Noshirwan M. Dastur (on May 11 th) 
concu rred with the above statement .  

Das turji M. Meherjirana wro te ,  o n  May 2nd :  
" . . .  I am extremely so rry t ha t  I am most re luctant ly compe l led 
to d isagree with the suggest ion ment ioned in you r lette r. I say 
th is  with p rofoundest respect  and admi rat ion towards you r  
esteemed self. The suggestion i s  based o n  a tradit iona l  ru le 
that no N avjote can be performed at you r  venerab le  age .  
That far, the re i s  an  anxiety t o  preserve a tradit ion . Bu t  t o  say 
that nahn can be subst i tuted fo r a Navjote ce remony is a 
much la rge r  b reach of the t rad i t i on .  P e rhaps your  augus t  
p resence and a s i ncere anxiety to he lp you have placed a 
g lossy cover on th is grand cont radict ion . . .  t he  matter 
revo lves around two traditions .  One is that, no Navjote can 
be  performed and the other is that nahn cannot be a substi
tute for Navjote . . .  What 'su itab le  p rayers '  are to be recited 
after the nahn are not specif ied in you  l etter. I n  any case, no 
t radit ion has come down regarding such p rayers .  The two 
tradit ions put togethe r, thus create an impasse. "  
In  a second letter, on  May 27th ,  Dasturji Dr. Firoze M. 
Kotwal wrote : 
" . . . You are an octogenarion , and speaking from the scriptu ral 
point of view the Navjote ceremony would be the most farci
cal e lement i n  the entire process of you r coming back  to the 
Zoroastrian fold. What you have to do is to undergo a nahn 
or r itual ab lu t ion ,  perform you r  own N avjote you rse l f  with 
proper ceremonial rites p rompted by a competent priest, and 
f inal ly recite the 'patef or pen itentiary prayer before a h igh 
p riest. . .  " 
Das turji Kaikobad P. Dastoor w rote,  o n  August 9th :  
" I n  reply t o  your  above letters ,  I have t o  inform you that I can
not agree to yo ur req uest to convert you in the Zoroastrian 
Rel ig ion, as the same is not pe rmitted i n  our re l ig ion . "  
I n  another lette r, Dasturji Dr. Firoze M. Kotwa l wrote: 
" . . .  I have given more thoug ht and consideration to you r  want
ing to embrace the nob le Zoroastrian faith . I wish to reiterate 
that in recent Parsi history, yours is a unique case of desiring 
to  retu rn to the fa i th  of  your  ancestors. I have made an 
exception to my stated beliefs and doctrinal  position due to 
the  very strong mi t igat ing c i rcumstances" . . .  "Aft e r  much 
reflect ion and thought ,  I have come to the conclusion that it 
would be in your  best i nte rests to perform the full Navjote cer
emony as you have expressed to me in you r  discuss ions. I 
am concerned that if a ritual exception of not  performing the 
ful l  Navjote ceremony is made in your case as an exception ,  
then a dangerous precedent might arise which othe r  vested 
groups may seek to explo i t  in the future; th is in turn , I bel ieve, 
would resu l t  in  wrong in roads being made in to the ritua l  l ife of 
ou r  commun ity. As a t radit iona l  h igh p riest ,  I do no t  want 
members of our communi ty to seek alternative forms of ritu
als, s ince we  must  p reserve , at al l costs ,  the ce remon ia l  
sanctity of our  re l igious heritage. " 
The Navjote was perfo rmed o n  Satu rday, Septembe r 
24 ,  1 994,  at t he  house  o f  M r. N u s l i  Wad i a (Beach  
House in  Bombay) ,  by  a Zo roastr ian p riest ,  wi tnessed 
by a ve ry few c lose fr iends .  

[ Excerp ted from unedi ted correspondence between Mr. 
Wadia and the High Pries ts, reproduced in Parsiana, Octo
ber 1 994] 



BOOKS AND SUCH 

Taraporewala 's Divine Songs of Zarthushtra 
The D iv i ne  Songs of Zarat hushtra by D r. l rach J .  S .  
Taraporewala ,  i s  a n  exhaust ive vo lume o f  1 1 66 pages , 
g iv ing a ph i lo log ical study of the Gathas of Zarathush
tra .  I t  g ives the text, with l i teral t rans lat ion i nto Eng l ish , 
a free Eng l ish renderi ng ,  and fu l l  cr i t ical and g rammat
ical notes . Avai lab le at  US$45 or CAD$55 from Counci l  
of I ran ian Mobeds of North America, P.O .  Box 229 1 1 ,  
San D iego, CA 92 1 92.  

THE HERITAGE OF ZARATHUSHTRA - A NEW 
TRANSLATION OF THE GATHAS 
By Helmut Humbach and Pallan Ichaporia 
Published lr.j Universitatsverlag, C. Winter, Heidelberg, 
Germany" ISBN 3-8253-0251-2, 107 pp. ,  1994, $30. 
This is a notab le t rans lat ion of the Gathas by P rofesso r 
D r. He lmut  Humbach and D r. Pa l lan lchaporia .  The for-

mer is the  eminent schola r 
Helmut H u m bach • Pallan lchaporia 

of l i ngu ist ics, particu lar ly of 
the anc ien t  I n da- I ran ian  
Trad i t ions and the  latter i s  
t he  pe rcept ive scho la r  of 
the Zoroastr ian Trad i t ions .  
P rof .  H umbach 's ear l i e r  
work ,  a t rans la t ion i n  two 

The Heritage 
of Zarathushtra 

Universit::its, erlag 

C. Winter 

Heidelberg 

vo l u mes of the  Gathas i n  
G e rman  fo l lowed b y  Eng 
l i sh  rend i t ion is  add ressed 
to the  i nte rested and 

L---------___J i nfo rmed pub l ic .  D r. l cha
por ia's knowledge of the Avestan ,  Pah lavi languages 
and later Zoroastrian trad it i ons has made valuable con
t r i but ions  in making th is t rans lat io n  coh e re wi th the 
framework of Zoroastr ian thought .  
The main characte r ist ics of th is t rans lat ion a re i ts 
avowed effort to be c lose to the o ri g i na l  Gath ic lan
guage.  Thus  in  te rms of i ts object ive of va l id  l i tera l  
trans lation ,  i t  ach ieves success and makes a s ign if icant 
contr ibut ion ,  and the reade r must be p repared to b ri ng  
to t hese  t rans lated ve rses attent ion and ref lect ion to 
gathe r  the mean ing the p rophe t  in tended , especia l ly 
with the valuable footnotes .  The recent advances in 
the ancient Inda- I ran ian l i ngu ist ic and particu larly the 

Avestan l anguage ,  app l i ed  in t h i s  t rans l a t i on  h ave 
resu l ted in some i n te res t i ng  resu lts . Students of the 
G athas fami l iar  with  the known t rans lat ions of th is  cen
tury and before ,  w i l l  f ind th is book reward ing ,  particu
lar ly s i nce some theo log ica l  i ss ues  wi l l  have to be 
recast .  Some of these ideas a re be ing app l ied in  stud
ies of  the i r  imp l icat i ons  to the la ter  scr ipt u res by D r. 
lchapor ia .  
The study of  the Gathas i s  s i g n if icant ly p romoted by 
th is l i ngu istical ly respons ib le trans lat ion .  No student of 
the subject can afford to neg lect it . 
By Professor Kaikhosrov D. Irani 
New York, New York 

UNDERSTANDING THE GATHAS - THE HYMNS 
OF ZARATHUSHTRA 
By Dinshaw J. Irani 
Edited with an Introduction by Kaikhosrov D. Irani 
Published by Altura Publishers, Inc. , 253 S 4th Street, 
Womelsdorf, PA 19567, U. S.A. 
ISBN 0-9638045-0-2, 87 pp., 1 994 

This book is an outg rowth of lectures de l ivered by the 
late author (father  of P rofessor Kaikhosrov D .  I ran i) to 
young Zarthust i  aud iences i n  t he  1 930s . The lectu re 
notes we re neve r  pub l i shed  and were recent ly com
p i led and edited as an introductory gu ide to  the Gathas 
for the non-scho larly publ ic .  The book is not meant to 
be a systematic i ntroduction to the study of the G athas, 
but to br ing the reader  c loser to the thought ,  expres
s ion ,  ideas and top ics in  the Gathas. 
I n  h is excel lent introduct ion ,  Kaikhosrov I ran i  maintains 
that "the  Gathas are i n  a very condensed style of versi
f icat ion ,  and standard g rammatical construct ion is more 
absent than present ."  Th is ,  i n  my v iew, makes it diffi
cult for the ave rage pe rson to apprec iate the ph i lo 
soph ical vis ion  of the prophet  s imp ly by read i ng  the 
verses .  Fortunate ly, t he  author  has amp l i f ied each 
chapter  with backgro u n d  notes and  exp lanat io ns  to 
enable the serious reader to better appreciate the sp i r
i tual ity underlyi ng its eth ical message .  
Those who  seek an  understand ing  o f  t he  Gathas wi l l  
fi nd i n  th is book a good in t roduct ion to the sacred Ha's . 
Book review by Adel Engineer 

"VOICE OF ZARATHUSHTRA" VIDEO FILM 
Produced by Homi Sethna, Bombay 

This 40-m inute documentary visua l ly  and ora l ly portrays the Gathas of  Zarathushtra In luc id terms it explains the mo ral 
and eth ical bas is of the Zarthust i  fa ith , and the ph i losophy underlying the rel i g ion .  The f i lm a lso p resents ceremon ies -
Navjote, Wedd ing and Funeral rites ,  and shou ld  be of in terest to both Zarthust i  and non-Zarthusti aud iences . 
To o rder, p lease send a check for $30 US ,  made out to "FEZANA",  to Roh in ton R ivetna ,  5750 South Jackson Street ,  
H insda le ,  I l l i no is 6052 1 , Te l :  (708) 325-5383. I f  not i n  stock ,  al low 6-8 weeks for de l ivery. 
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B v  Or. 1vfehraba 1 1  S/ za / iri,1 i ll i  
Pub l isher, Pake- E- 1vfr/1 r 

t1rnco u -z,'er1 Brit ish Col umbia 

Bea u : 1fu l Sydney, A u::. tra l ia ,  -ems t/ 1e se t t ing fo r 
0 11 c  �f t!u: nwst  11 iagn (tzcer1 t Pers ian Cu l tura l  Fes
t i c 1al:'- held ,rnyLc!zer�· in t!ie las t 15 yea rs . Fro !ll 
Octo ber :}. S t!i tL1 ;\1L1 c ·ember  6 th, 1 99..J: ,  S 1!line 11 
became the ,'vfrcc:i fo r Pers ian c u l tura l  schola rs . 
Hos ted bl1 the Pe rs i,m Cu l tura l  Fo unda t io n  of 
A us t ra l ia ,  t ! ie  t/1 1:nie  of this memora l1 le e-z,1en t was 
' ' i'v[e!iergan :  the Celebra tion of Peace, Love, Har-
7 1 10 11 11 tmd Thankso-, i-z,1 i ; 1 ,;,- , " 

� C 0 

The fes t i va l  att racted some 50  rep rese ntat ives f ro m  
f\Jo rth A me rica ,  Eu rope .  I ran and t h e  host  coun t r;, ,n. us
t ra i i a . Wi th a to ta l  atter,cance t i gu re fo r the en t i re fes 
t iva l  d u rat i o n  o f  ove r  4 , 000 , i t  was by any s tandard ,  a 
resound i ng  s uccess . 
The g rand open i ng  of t he  fest ival o n  October  28th was 
attended by 800 peop l e in  t he  h istor ic Sydney Pa lace . 
D is ti n g u is hed  speakers at the  Commencement Ce re
mon i es we re : t he  ivl i n is ter  of ivl u l t icu ltu ral Affai rs , the 
head of the Oppos i t ion Party, the Head of  the Theo logy 
Department o f  t he  U n ivers i ty of Sydn ey, Cha i rman of  
the Pe rs ian Cu ltu ra l  Fou ndation ,  a l l f rom Austra l ia ,  and 
D r. i'J odoo s h a n ,  ret i red  P rofesso r  of  H u m a n it i e s  at  
Teh ran U n ivers ity, f rom I ran .  
One  o f  the many emoticna l  moments was t he  rais i n g  o f  
t he  · ' De rafs h - E - Kavi an i ' ' ,  t h e  anc ien t  Sassan i an  
Dynasty f l a g ,  wh i c h  was  fo l l owed  by  a h isto rica l  
accoun t  of the f lag by D r. A ryamanesh .  
The  re nowned Syd n ey Ope ra House  was  t he  ven u e ,  
t h e  fo l l ow ing even i n g ,  fo r a spectacu la r  performance of 
t rad it i o nal P e rs ian  mus ic with a co l l abo rat ion of g rand 
symphony o rc hes t ra and  con tempora ry I ran ian  vocal 
is ts and bands .  
T he  u nve i l i n g  ce remon1 of  t h e  bas - re l i ef sc u l ptu re o f  
Cy rus t h e  G rea t ,  attenced by 500 peop le , was  he l d  a t  
B i c e n ten n ia l  Pa rk i n  Ho m e b u s h  Bay. Th i s  work  i s  a 
r ep l i ca  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d  i n t h e  a n c i e n t  P e rs i a n  
E m p i re ' s  c a p ita l  c i ty ,  Pasa rgada e ,  i n  p re sen t-day 
sou t h -wes t  I ra n .  I n  add it ion to var i ous  Aus t ra l ian d i gn i 
ta r i es . t h i s  w ri t e r  a l s o  had the  p r iv i l e ge  o f  d e l i ve r i ng  a 
ta l k  o n  "S ta tesmansh i p  a nd  Au tob i og raphy  of Cyrus t he  
G rea t " .  T h e  ta l k  f ocused  on  Cyru s ' s  c o m m i tmen t  to 
h u man  r ig h t s ,  m u l t i -c u l t u r i s m ,  and  f reedo m fo r t hose  
c: t hn i c  1;; ro u c s  tha t we re; '0 rced in to  capt i ' ; i ty ::1.nd  s l a 11 -

S!whn1 ini :  speaking at  the u117.1eil i i 1g of  tlze Cyrus bas-relief 

e ry by t he  Baby lo n ians .  Cyrus t he  G reat i s sued  the  
f i rs t  charter  of h u m a n  r i g hts known to man ki n d ,  i n  
Baby lon ,  a lmost 2 , 500 yea rs ago .  Today th i s  cy l i nder  
i s  kept  i n  t he  B r i t i s h  ivl u s e u m  i n  Londo n .  The  ce re 
mon ies conc luded w i th  a ta lk by the ivlayo r of Sydney, 
a rec itat ion  of  a beautifu l  poem by ivls .  Too ran  Bah ram i ,  
and a report by D r. Pars i  o n  the many f lags d i sp layed 
beh ind  the pod ium . .  
Over  4 0  speakers p resen ted top ics rang ing  f rom Fe r
dows i ' s  maste rp iece "S!wh-Nanw· ·  to I1a ri ous  aspects of 
Pe rs i an cu ltu re ,  l i te ra ture , h i s to ry, l anguage ,  re l i g i ons ,  
p h i l osophy and  ri t ua ls .  Some of t he  notab le speakers 
were D r. \/ah id i  of I ran ,  D r. K .  ArJamanesh of F ranc e .  
P rofesso r  A .  Partov o f  Los Ange les ,  D r. S .  Shah bazi o f  
O regon ,  a n d  P rofesso r  I .  Pa riz i  o f  Un ivers i ty o f  Teh ran .  

F e l l ow i n g  th e c l o s i n g  ce remo n i es ,  when the  C h a i r  o f  
the Pe rs ian  Cu l t u ra l  Fo undat ion  p resen ted rep resenta
t i 11es with memoranda ,  tr, e re was a warm recep t i on  fo r 
t he  v i s i t o rs at t h e  Da rbe ivl e h r  o f  Syd n ey. The  loca l  
Za rthus t i  com m u n i ty s howed i ts  affect i on  and hosp i ta l 
i ty  fo r wh i ch  we a re I/e r; g ra te fu l .  
F o r  f ive days ,  da i l y  a n d  n i g h t l y  s em i na rs ,  ex h i b i t i o n s ,  
a rt i s t i c  pe rfo rmances ,  art  s h ows ,  and  m u l t i - c u l t u ra l 
bazaars ,  a l l  p roved tha t  t he  g reat Pe rs i an  c u l tu re  o f  o l d  
: s  s t i l l  a l ive , i ndes t ruct i b l e  a nd  u nden iab le 1 
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Graphic in terpreta t ion of the Lotus 
Flower, symbol of the Sydney Festival. 
It was used by the Japanese, Chinese, 
Indians, Assyrians, anc ient  Egyp
t ians, and the Persians to convey the 
message of love, hope and harmony. 

Cynts the Great lVIemoria lized in Sydney 
The ten-foot h igh  monument ,  a rep l ica of the bas- re l ie f  
of Cyrus found  i n  Pasargadae (c . 580-529 B .C. )  that 
was u nve i l ed  i n  Sydney d u ri n g  t he  P e rs i an  Cu l t u ra l  
Festival last October [see page 1 4], wi l l  be  seen by  thou
sands , as i t remains on permanent d isp lay at  Bicenten
n i al Park ,  c lose to the  O lymp ics  Comp lex  be i ng  
constructed fo r t he  Olymp ics i n  t he  year 2000. 
A conqueror who contro l led the g reatest Emp i re eve r 
seen in the h istory of the wo rld ,  Cyrus is recogn ized for 
h i s  po l icy of to lerance and conc i l iat ion .  H is  ded ication  

to  what i s  now known as 
' m u lt i - cu l t u r ism '  i s  men 
t i o ned  i n  the  O l d  Testa
ment ,  and  is conveyed in  
the  bas- re l ie f .  The two 
horns  of  the  c rown a re 
ment io ned i n  the  B ib le  i n  
the  d ream o f  Dan i e l ,  t h e  
des i gn  of t he  C rown has 
Egyptia n  e l ements ,  the 
costume is Baby lon ian , 
wh i l e  t he  w i ngs  a re Pe r
s ian . The posterio r  aspect 
of t he  scu l p tu re dep icts 
Austral ia's commitment to 
mu lticu ltur ism with rep re
sentat io n s  of  the various  
ethn i c  g ro ups t hat make 
up that cont inent .  On  top , 
a map of Aust ra l i a  i s  
s hown with the Cyl inder  of 
Human  R ights ,  i ssued by 

Cyrus the G reat i n  Babylon i n  52 1 B .C . ,  and considered 
to be the f i rst Charter of Human R ig hts. 
The meta l l i c  Achaemen id  Eag le ,  the oldest intact flag 
ever found in the world, and the  Fravah a r, were 
among the  exh ib its at the festiva l ,  t racing the evo l ut ion 
of the I ran ian f lag through history. 
For  one  b rie f ,  s h i n i ng  moment ,  th ro u g h  s pectacu la r  
perfo rmances of dance, mus ic and song ,  the mul t icu l 
t u ra l  bazaa r, and exh ib i t ions of hand ic rafts ,  photog ra
p hy, Pers ian ca rpets , m i n iatu re pa in t in g s ,  and more , 
Austral ians got a g l impse of the g lory that was Pers ia .  
[ From ma teria ls submitted by Dr. Sam Kerr, Randwick, 
Australia]. 

t 
By Dr. Pallan R .  Ichaporia 
Womelsdorf Pennsylvan ia 

Glimpses from the author's forthcoming trea tise "Influence of 
the Religion of Zara thushtra on the Dead Sea Scrolls " 

Mi l la r  Bu rrows trans lates i n  h is  book The Dead Sea Scroll ,  
a passage from the chapter Manual of Discipline *: 
"He created man to have dom in ion  over the world and 
made for him two sp i ri ts that he m igh t  walk with them 
unt i l the appo in ted t ime of vis itat io n ,  they are the sp i rits 
of t ruth and of erro r. In the abode of l igh t  are the o ri
g ins  of truth and from the source of darkness are the 
o rig i ns  of error. I n  the hands of the p r ince of l i gh t  is the 
domin ion  over al l  sons of r ighteousness ,  in  the ways of 
l ight t hey walk .  And in the hands of the angel of dar�
ness is a l l  t he  domin ion over the sons of erro r, and 1 n  
the ways of da rkness they walk .  
"And by the angel of darkness is the strayi ng �f �I � th� 
sons of righteousness , and a l l  the i r  s i n  and the i r  1 n 1q u 1-
t i es and the i r  g u i l t ,  an d  the t rans g ress ions  of the i r  
wo rks are i n  h is domin ion ,  accord ing t o  t h e  mysteries of 
God u nt i l  h is (man's) t ime ,  and all the i r  affl ict ions and 
the appo inted t imes of the i r  d i stress (are) i n  the domin
ion of his enm ity . . .  
" I n  these two sp i rits are the o rig i ns  o f  a l l  the sons of 
man . . .  I n  the  way of two sp i rits , men wal k . . .  But God 
in the  mysteries of h is understand ing  and  h is g lorious 
wisdom has o rdai ned a period of ru i n  and erro r, and at 
appo inted t ime of pun ishment  he  wi l l  destroy it fo reve r. 
And then sha l l  come out foreve r t he  truth of the world . "1 

Reading th is f rom the Manual of Discipline , now rede
f ined as The Rule of the Community , [fo r the h is to rica l  
backg round of The Dead Sea Scro l ls and how the Texts 
we re d iscovered f rom d ifferent caves of Qumran ,  read
e rs may refer to the forthcom ing  treat ise by th is  aut�o '.] ,  
an  ave rage  Zo roastrian may righ tfu l ly s ay that th is 1s 
the Gath ic doctr ine of  the two sp i ri ts , Spenta Ma1 nyu 

• The Manual of Discip line is now ca l led The Rule of the 
Community, where community refers to the Qumran 
Comm u n ity known as Essenes,  a Jewish sect. 

** The Dead Sea Scro l ls are a l so cal led The Qumran 
Text (as they we re found  i n  the caves overlook i n � 
Wad i  Qumran ,  an anc ient  sett l ement) to d i ffe rent i 
ate them from The Temple Scrolls wh ich are 27 feet 
l ong  (the longest amon g  a l l  the Scro l l s ) ,  and not an 
Essene document ,  but  composed by other  Jews. 



The Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, where the seven intact 
scrolls from Cave 1 are housed. 

and  Ang ra Ma inyu .  Howeve r, th e  g lari ng  d iffe rence 
between the Gath ic doctrine of  ethical dua l ism and The 
Rule of the Community f ro m  the Dead Sea Scro l l s i s  
' p redest inat ion '  as opposed to the f ree choice found in 
the Gathas , but the Gathic 'Bri l l iant-Maki ng - restora
tio n  and renovat ion of the world to perfect ion at the f inal 
turn of events' is echoed i n  the Dead Sea Scro l ls .  
Zo roastr ian ism has deeply i nfl uenced Judaism 2 du ring 
an d  afte r t he  Baby lon ian capt iv ity and the  l i keness 
between the  Dead Sea Text (somet imes a lso ca l led  the 
Qumran Texts * * )  and the Gath ic  concept ion of the  
nature and o rig in o f  evil (it exists fro m  the beg inn ing o f  
the p rimal creat ion - Y45.2) points to d i rect borrowing  
i n  The Rule of the Community. But th is fact has not been 
b ro ught  forth fu l ly i n  the scholarly world, and although 
the theology of the Scrol ls  is compared often with the 
O ld  Testament by B i b l ica l  scho la rs ,  the Zo roast r ian 
in f luence is doubted 3• Through i ts p rofound i nf luence 
on  Judaism ,  Zoroast rian ism also i nf luenced Christian i
ty and then I s lam.  Duchesne-Gu i l l em i n  has po inted 
out :  "Mou lton found i t  d ifficu l t  as a Ch rist ian to admit  a 
large I ran ian inf luence on h is re l ig ion . "4 Richard Fry dis
ag reed strong ly on any inf luence of Zoroastrian ism and 
he wrote i n  1 962 that the textual analog ies l i ke the pair 
'ch i l d ren of l ight and ch i ld ren of darkness '  are lacking in 
Zo roast ri an i sm and the occu rrence  o f  I ran ian  loan
wo rds  p roves noth i ng about re l i g i ous  i n f l uence and 
then ends up  with a question :  "May not  the unorthodox 
J ewish  be l iefs of the Essenes* be traceable to the soi l  
of Palest ine?"S But he  has fai led to not ice that I ranian 
l i terary sources had made their mark on  Second Isaiah. 
Another  scholar, D .  Winston has affi rmed that "Qumran 
material is definitely of Iranian origin". 6 The autho r's 
forthcoming  article has dealt fu l ly with the inf luence of 
the Gathas and the Damdad Nask (which is a lost Nask 
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but it 's Pah lavi rend i t ion exists i n  Bundahishn , written in  
the 9th cen tury C .E . )  on  the Qumran Text , with amp le 
examp les  to answer  t he  en i g ma of  the  s u rvival  o f  a 
pu re Gathic doctr i ne  up  to th e  t ime  of The Rule of the 
Community. 
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2060 km from tlze neares t Zartlwsti (in Mon treal, Quebec), Noslzir Pan tlzaky and 
his wife, Jai describe their life with the Inuit  people in tlze town of Iqaluit in tlze 
Northwes t Territories (dark shading on map) in the Arctic region of Canada. 

A Land that Stirs the Soul 

* Iqaluit, o n  the 
Southern tip 
of Baffin 
Island is gate
way to the 
Eastern Arctic 
regions. 

The Northwest Territories of Canada is a land that st i rs 
the sou l  and captu res the imag ination .  Vast ,  unspo i led ,  
d ive rse and unforgettab le , i t  is a land of geograph ic 
wonders and i nf in ite natu ral ist opportun it ies .  With its 
c lean air and p rist ine waterways , wide open spaces 
and an a b undance of extra-o rd inary wi ld  l ife and 
unusual  p lant l ife ,  the area has been recogn ized as one 
of the last  g reat wi ldl ife refuges left on the planet .  The 
reg ion  exempl if ies 'arct ic ' ,  with its icebergs ,  sea ice,  
seals , whales , walrus , musk ox, caribou ,  polar bears ,  
foxes, wo lves, and sea b i rds. I t  can  also boast o f  hav
i n g  t he  second longest r ive r in N o rth America, the 
MacKenzie, and 9% of the world's fresh water. 

Iqaluit, a One Road Town 
Orig ina l ly an arch itect from  Bombay, Nosh i r  Panthaky 
moved to the Northwest Te rrito ries· in June 1 994, with 
his wife, Jai, from To ronto , to take up a position as P ro
ject Officer with the Gove rnment of the Northwest Ter
r i to r ies .  They are poss i b l y  t he  ' n o rt he rn-most '  
Zarthust is in  the world !  
A t  a lat it ude of 64° north ,  the town of  I qa lu i t  that the  
Panthakys cal ls home ,  located on  Baffin I s land in the 
Northwest Territo ries (NWT) of Canada, is  just a few 
mi les south of the Arct ic C i rc le ,  at 67 °. Both the geo
g raph ic North Pole (po in t  at wh ich a l l  long i tude l i nes 
co nverge at the top of the g lobe)  and the magnetic 
No rth  Pole are l ocated i n  the NWT. I qal u i t has one 
main road going through  the town .  A l l  othe rs are d irt 
roads, The whole p lace is noth ing  but dust ,  d irt ,  rock, 
s tones and h i l l s .  There are no  trees he re , and the 
g round is perma-frost a few feet be low the su rface .  

S ine� Baff in  I s land is not connected to main land Cana
da ( i t  is separated by Hudson Bay) , a l l  necess i t ies are 
f lown in dai ly, and costs are h igh .  Two lite rs of m i l k  cost 
$6 . 97 ,  and a loaf of b read is $2 .75 .  When the Bay starts 
me lt i n g  in late Ju ly, some sh ips  come b ri ng i ng  heavy 
mate ria ls ,  equ ipment, bu i ld i ng  supp l ies ,  etc . ,  but with i n  
a few months i t  freezes agai n .  Even in  summer, in  June ,  
temperatu res are around  1 0° C, windy and ch i l ly, and 
t he re a re over  1 6  hou rs of  day l i gh t .  In  January, the 
mean temperature is -30°C ,  with on ly  a half hour  of day
l i ght every day. 
With on ly 3, 500 i nhab itants, I qa lu it is the largest com
m u n ity in  the Eastern Arctic . Peop le  come he re f ro m  
other commun it ies a n d  o utpost camps t o  f ind employ
ment and opportun ity. I t  has one of  the  busiest a i rports 
i n  the  North ,  servicing and fue l ing airc raft on the polar 
route to and from Europe .  Besides the local language ,  
l n ukitut ,  Eng l is h  and French are a lso spoken ,  and a l l  
th ree languages are taught in  the loca l  schools .  

Sustaining a Way of Life Changed 
Little for Thousands of Years 
The I n u it are an ancient peop le ,  who have unt i l  recent ly 
l ived accord ing  to t rad ition , susta in ing  a cu l ture that has 
changed l itt le  fo r thousands of years . E u ropean and 
Southern in f luence is so  recent that there i s  much about 
l i fe he re that i s  often pai n fu l l y  n ew. There is  a very 
strong  bond  between the I n u it peop le  and the i r  land .  
They  have a lways been  wi th the lan d .  They own  t he  
land , t hey  have a lways owned the land , b u t  i t  is  fo r 
everyone, to h u nt and f i sh  and enjoy. Besides Canada, 
I n u i t  peop le are a lso found in ne ighbor ing G reen land 
(be long ing  to  Denmark) , Russ ia  and Alaska. 

Historic Land Claim Settlement 
With the  passage of a b i l l  i n  t he  Canad ian  House  o f  
Commons  i n  J une  1 993, t he  I n u it of Canada North took  
a la rge  s tep  to  rega in  control  o f  t he i r  l i ves and t he i r  
ancest ra l  home land .  A new territory of 'Nunavut '  (or  'Ou r  
Land ' ) w i l l  be created by Apr i l  1 ,  1 999 ,  encompass ing 
abou t  20% o f  Canada i n  the Easte rn Arct i c  reg ion .  
Though the creat ion o f  the Te rritory o f  Nanavut i s  a new 
chapter i n  Canada's confede ration , the story of the I n u i t  
who l i ve there is an  anc ient  one ,  go ing  back thousands 



1/o l u rne  '/ I l l .  :S.P 1 - S o ri ng  1 '.J 9 5  

. -krial l, 1 iew o([qalu i t .  w/1cre the Pa 1 1 t!u 1kys // lake t/ 1 e i r  lw 1 1 1 e .  in a 0 11 e-bedmo1 1 1 1 1pur l 1 1 1 e /l t  0 1 1  the top floor  of t/1e eigh t
s toreyed bu ildi11g, tl ze l z ighes t s tr uc ture in tmu 11 .  T/z is is the sce11e tha t gree ted Pan tlwky wizen Jze j1ew i11  for ! z is i 11 ter
"1iew. Before lie arrh1ed, he was told two thi11gs: "Do 11o t  e.1.pect to see il l lY trees when you get ojf t!ze plane, a 1 1d bring 
sw1-gli 1sses, for tl1e s 1 1 1 1 here, reflec ted off the ice i l l ld s 1ww. is very s t rong. " 

of years of cont i nuous  hab i tation .  The I n u i t w i l l  receive 
$ 1 . 1 7  b i l l i o n  fo r land c la im compensat ion to estab l i s h  
t he i r  n ew fo rm of  se l f -gov e r n m e nt to ad m in is ter  t h i s  
sta g g e r i n g  ch u n k  of N o rth  A m e rica .  Th e cap i ta l  o f  
Nanavut has sti l l  t o  be chosen .  Iqa lu i t ,  i n  the  heart of 
the c i rcumpo lar  world ,  and gateway to the Eastern Arc
t ic ,  is  a s t rong contender. L ife i n  th i s  northern land is a 

change  f o r  t h i s  Zart husti c o u p l e  who g rew u p  i n  t h e  
warm c l imate a n d  h us t le  a n d  bust le o f  Bom bay. S ays 
Panthaky :  "We a l l  t h ink  the No rth  is a co ld p l ace ,  but 
actual ly we th i n k  it is warmer  than most in te rms of the 
human heart. Peop le a re a lways smi l ing h e re .  And we 
a re g ratefu l  to Ah u ra Mazda fo r t he  j ob . "  
[By Roshan Rin::tna based 011 materials by Noshir Panthaky] 

This issite of the FEZANA Joitrnal  
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Astrologer Bejan Daruwalla predicts importan t changes - an 
'evolu tion ' and a 'revolu tion ' for Zarthustis in 1 995. 

Prediction for North American India 's Star Astro loger 
Zarthusti Community �---------� A f u l l - t i m e ,  p ract ic i n g  

T h e  vo ice  on t h e  phone was f lamboyant and de l iberate . 
Wi th  o n l y  th is autho r 's b i rthdate a nd whateve r e l se  
(vib rations?)  he p icked up from my voice on the phone  
hund reds of  m i les away, as t ro loge r Be jan  Da ruwa l l a  
p roceeded to te l l  me ,  with uncanny accu racy, that he  
saw a l o t  of movement  fo r me i n  1 994- 1 995 .  Had I 
recently moved to a new house? Feel i ng  rather  s i l ly, 
becaus e  th is  d i e - ha rd sc ie nt is t  does not  "be l ieve i n  
such th ings" ,  I sheepish ly  admitted that I h a d  moved to 
a new home six months ago . He went on to say he saw 
a lot of "fo rm, des ign ,  co lor, hosp ital i ty" and one more 
house change coming  - was I perchance p lann ing a 
"renovation" or a "redecoration"? Those who  vis it ou r  
house  these days know about the stacks o f  remodel ing 
p lans on  our d i n i ng  room tab le t  
Just i f iab ly impressed , I asked Daruwalla to g ive me h is  
p red ict ion - not for me ,  my fami ly  o r  friends ,  b ut for the 
whole No rth American Zarth usti commun ity noneth e 
l ess .  A few days later  he  cal led back. 
A garru lous man, and obviously a seasoned s howman 
to b oot , Daruwa l l a  went on at l e n gt h  about  the 
p rospects fo r our  co mmun ity: "Dece mber  9 ,  1 994 to  
January 3 ,  1 996 w i l l  be  a very impo rtant  per iod fo r  
Zarth ust is . Dur ing this t ime, Jupiter, t h e  p lanet o f  rel i 
g ion, wi l l  come i n  the sign of re l i g ion ,  namely Sag itta r
i us .  Sag ittari us is a f iery s ign ,  and Zarthustis reve re f i re ,  
so for us it is  a p ivotal tu rn i ng  point .  
"When I ta lk ,  I get a v is ion" ,  he says , and goes  on  with 
the p redict ion ,  faster than I can write it down : "I see cer
emon ies , r itual s ,  rites - important changes .  I see tol
e rance , peop le  coming into the faith .  A g reat upsurge 
and research i n  ou r  rel ig ion is  ou r  dest iny. Th is  wi l l  not 
be t roub le-free , but the bottom l i ne  i s  - it wi l l  happen .  
I am very posit ive about th is  p rediction .  I am 99 . 99% 
s u re .  I t  wi l l  happen .  No doubt about i t .  Laws , ru les ,  
cus toms wi l l  u nde rgo evo l ut ionary a n d  revo l ut i onary 
chang e s ,  an d  J u p i te r w i l l  be  the h a rb i n g e r. Th ese 
changes wi l l  be  a thousand-fo ld fo r t he  good . Th is  is a 
launch i n g pad fo r Zarth ust is i n  1 995 .  What we do i n  
1 995 wi l l  have a g lo r ious res u l t  i n  1 996- 1 998 . "  

fo, 1 995  

The M.1qic 
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The world's greatest l iving as t rologer 
accura te ly predicts your future for 
1995 and reveals the influence of 
your name & zodiac sign on your life 

astro loger, psych ic ,  lec-
t u re r  and co l umn i s t ,  
D a ruwal l a ,  63 , l ives i n  
Vi rg i n ia  wi th h i s  Ameri 
c a n  wife , Wi lene ,  w h o  i s  
h i s  most a rdent ad m i rer  
a n d  hand l es a l l  h i s  
paperwork. An e rstwh i le  
p rofesso r  of E n g l i s h  i n  
Ah medabad , I nd i a ,  h e  
left fo r Bombay when the 
pass ion  fo r ast ro logy  
consumed h im .  A p ro l if ic 
write r, h i s  annual se ries 
of pocketbooks :  Bejan 
Danavalla Horoscopes a re 
i n  g reat demand (at $4 to 

$ 1 0  each) .  Daruwalla p u b l i shed Star Signs, Nttmerology, 
Chinese Astrology i n  1 99 1 , and i s  a regu lar col umn ist for 
dozens of n ewspapers and magazines i n  I ndia and U . S .A.  
He is a lso avai lab le for cons u ltations ,  i n  person o r by mai l .  

Fusing Western and Eastern Astra logy 
So what makes h im tick? I n  The Bes t  of Bejan Daruwalla, 
Horoscope 1994 he writes : "Weste rn astrology has the lead 
in characte r de l ineation , experimentat ion ,  ins ights i nto the 
psyche of an i nd ividual .  I nd ia n  astrology specia l izes i n  the 
p in-po int ing of events and happen ings . I try to fuse both . 
A lso ,  as a s u pp lemen t  I use  ta ro t  card s ,  I -Ch i ng , d ice ,  
numero logy, pal mistry, E S P  and more .  My  art is the  art o f  
synthes is .  No one  method is superio r  to  the othe r. "  I n  an 
i nterview wi th  news magaz ine  Bombay, {Jttly 22 ,  1 989] , he 
sa id :  " I t  comes to me i n  a f lash .  I see  on e  p lanet rotat ing .  
I see waves o n  the  wal l .  For  a second ,  I s tep i nto the  
man's body, then I am out  again .  I know everyth ing about 
h im.  I can see i t  c lear as day. But  of cou rse ,  I don 't h ave 
an explanat ion for all th is . "  
Daruwal la is  current ly col lect ing data for a research pape r 
o n  "The Bowl  of Jamshed" ,  wh ich  was used by K i ng  
Jamshed f o r  p red ict ive pu rposes .  Anyone hav in g i nforma
t ion about this anc ien t  k i ng and seer  is requested to 
contact Daruwal la at 3606 Wi lson Bou levard ,  Arl i n gto n ,  
VA 22201 , Tel :  (703) 243- 1 0 1 0 . By Roshan Rivetna 



Beian Oaruwa/la 's analysis of FEZANA :  
· ' FEZANA i s  gett ing bette r and b righ te r. I t  has bound less 
ene rgy and en t h u s iasm and i n t e i l i g ence .  Actua l ly, i t  i s  a 

. ba l l  o f  d iv i n e f i re l ig h t i n g up th e s ky. By t he  ' kaba la '  it w i l l  

. be  27 ( F8+ E5-'-Z7 +A 1 +NS+A 1 ) . The numbe r  27  off i c ia l l y 
means  'The  Sceptre ' - power, au tho r i ty, comman d , p ro
duc t i ve  i n te l lec t , rewards , harvest  a re  i ts attr i bu tes and  due 
resu l t s .  A l l  tr, i s  our FEZANA wi l l  h a 11 e . · · 
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Astro-Numero Analvsis of 0. J_ Simoson: 
"O . J .  v i b ra tes  to  8 (07+J 1 ) . T h i s  n u mbe r  i s  f u l l  of t h e  
gravest warn ings  fo r  the  fu t u re .  I t  fo reshadows d isas ters 
. . .  O . J .  h a s  Sa tu rn , t h e  p l ane t  of c onstr ict i on , r i g i d i ty and  
possess i v e n e s s , p laced i n  Leo .  R es u l t? Con f us i o n and  
chaos . I t  m ig h t  end  i n  t ragedy. Th e re w i l l  b e  d rama t i c  
twists i n  t he  t r i a l  f r om 1 994- 1 996 .  H i s  angu ish  w i l l  s ubs i de  
by A c ri !  1 9 96 , f o r  t hen  Sa tu rn w i l l  l e ave  P i s ces  . . . " 



A G l i m p s e of a r th s t i 

i'v [a r r iage is a h iglzly faDored ins t : t u t io n  in tl ze 
Zart!wsti tradition ,  and cause for celebra tion by _ti1 1 1 1 i
ly, friends and the ,L'i zole commun ity. A !wpp il!i mar
r ied 11 u11 1 and wo 1 1 u 1 11 ,  w ith p rogeny a re c1 ie,ced ,1s 
A!z u ra 1'vfa:da 's bes t soldiers on this earth, as He ,corks 
to move the world tLr,mrds Perfection .  

The Very Gro und on vV7flich a ?vlarried 
/\Jan Lives is "Happy" 
·'That p lace is happy, ove r wh ich  a ri gh teous man  bu i l ds  
a house ,  w i th  fi re ,  wife ,  ch i l d ren ,  catt l e  a nd  good fo l 
l owers . . .  " ,  says Ahu ra Mazda [Vendidad III. 1 ]  i n  rep ly to  
Z a rt h us t ra 's  q u e ry :  "Wh i ch  is t he  second p lace  on 
earth  tha t  fee ls  happy ( th e f i rs t  be i n g  the H o use  of  
Wo rsh i p ) .  He goes on  [Vendidad IV--17]:  " I ndeed , I rec 
ommend he reun to thee ,  a man with wi fe above a man 
who g rows up  unmarr ied , a man w ith fam i ly above one 
without fam i ly, a man with ch i l d ren  above one  who i s  
w i t hout c h i l d ren . ·· M a rr i age  i s  recommended  i n the 
Zarthust i  fa i th , even fo r p r iests ,  f o r  i t  i s  be l i eved that  
t he re is a g reate r l i ke l i hood for  a marri ed  pe rson  than 
an  u nmarried one ,  to be ab le to withstand p hysical and 
menta l  affl icti ons  and  to lead a re l i g i ous  and  v i rtuous  
l i fe [Vendidad IV48] 

F ro m  ancient t imes . marriage  has been cons idered to 
be t he  most important  event in one ' s  l i fe .  I n  Pe rs ia ,  the 
S tate encouraged marr ied l i fe. He rodotus [Book I ,  p 136 J  
menti ons  that "next t o  p rowess i n  arms , i t  i s  regarded 
as the g reatest p roc f  of exce l lence to  be the fathe r  of 
many ch i ld ren . Every year the Ki ng  sends r ich g ifts to 
the man who can show the l a rgest n u mber: fo r t hey 
ho ld  that n umbe r  is strength . " .  Even to b r i ng  about  a 
m arriage is cons ide red to be ver; merito rio us ,  and  an 
act o f  a tonemen t  fo r a s i n . 

We d d i ng u s t o m s  a n d  



C e re m o n i e s  

Resource on Traditional 
Parsi Zarthusti Weddings 
The fol lowi ng  pub l icat ions are g ratefu l ly acknowledged 
for  p rov id i ng  sou rce mater ia l  fo r t h is comp i lat ion on  
Pars i  wedd ing customs and cere mon ies 
PARSI CUSTOMS FOR THE A USPICIOUS OCCA
SION OF MARRIAGE 
By Perin Naval Hornmsji 
50 pp, in Gujera ti, Rs. 10 p lus shipping. 
Published by the FKS Founda tion, 808 Bombay Lodge, 
I<hodadad Circle, Oadar, Bombay 400 014. 

This va luab le book g ives detai l ed ,  step by step descrip
t ions of trad i t iona l  Pars i  cere mon ies and customs lead
i n g  to the wedd i ng  day, s uch  as the Dahi-Machli, 
Mandavsaro, adarni and more.  It serves as an excel
lent p lann ing  g u ide when p repar in g  for a wedd ing .  
P roceeds from the sa le  of  th is  book wi l l  be used by  the  
FKS FOU NDATION for educat iona l  and  med ical a id to 
the needy in I nd ia .  An appea l  for  th is worthy cause is 
rep roduced i n  this issue  [see p. 62]. 

The author  is very g ratefu l  to ERUCHSHAW AND JER
BAI  MASTER of Conco rd ,  North Caro l ina and JALOO 
CAPTA IN  and R ITA ENG INEER of Boca Raton ,  F lo rida 
for pai nstaki ng ly t rans lat ing the book from Gujerati to 
E n g l i s h ;  t hat t rans lat io n  has  formed the bas is  fo r a 
major  portion of th is artic l e .  

THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES AND CUSTOMS OF 
THE PARSEES 
By Eruad Shams ul U/ama Dr. Sir Jivanji Jamshedji Modi 
500pp, hardcover, Reprint 1 986, Rs. 45 plus shippiing. 
Published by Society for Promotion of Zoroas trian Reli
gious Knowledge, Noble Chambers 'B ', 4th Floor, Parsee 
Bazaar S treet, Fort, Bombay 400 001 . 

Bes ides a detai led exposition o n  marriage this exhaus
t ive and autho ritative vo l ume by the i l l u str ious pr iest 
and scholar, J ivanj i M od i  a lso covers ceremon ies and 
customs of b irth ,  Navjote and funera ls ,  as wel l  as other 
in ne r  and oute r l i tu rgical services. 

THE ZARATHUSHTRIAN CONCEPTION OF MAR
RIAGE AND THE WEDDING SERVICE 
By Oastoorji Or. Sohrabji Hormuzdji I<u tar 
High Priest of U.K. and Europe 
Available from Or. Mrs .  Shirinbanoo I<utar, c/o WZO, 1 35 
Tennison Road, South Norwood, London SE25 5NF, U. K. 

This s ix page art ic le  g ives an overview of wedd ing  cus
toms and ceremon ies ,  with the i r  rel i g ious  s ign ificance 

A SHEHENSHAI WEDDING CEREMONY 
Two-page artic le by Lt . Col (Retd . )  Homi Neku ,  New York. 
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The new moon day, o r  the f i rs t  day o f  the mon t h ,  Hc r
mazd , o r  t he  twen t i e t h  day o f  t he  mon t h , ove r  w h ic h  
B e h ra m ,  t h e  a nge l  o f  v i c to ry p res i d e s , a re  g en e ra l l y  
cons ide red t o  be ausp ic ious fo r  t h e  e ngagement  ce re
mony and th e wedd i ng  day. 

Firs t Thing in the 1'vlonz in2: - Chalk1 

To nu11 Sev and Dahi  
F i rs t  t h i ng  i n  t h e  mo rn i ng  o n  a l l  a usp ic i ous  days (such 
as wedd i n gs , b i rt h days and  New Yea rs d ay, Pa rs i  
h o mes  are c l eaned  and  deco ra ted w i t h  chalk (pow
d e red l i m e) and to rans ( ga rl a n d s  o f  f re s h  f l owe rs ) . 
E l abo rate de s i g n s  o f  wh i te  a n d  m u l t i - co l o red cha l k  
powder  a re s tenc : lec: o r  aoo l ied w i t h  s pec i a l  p i e rced t i n  
boxes  at th e doo rsteps and  en t rances . F icwe r Tcra ns 
( roses ,  f ra g ran t  jasm ine  and whi te t ube - roses a re spe
c ia l l y  favo red) a re h u n g  at every door. 
A l l  s pec i a l  d ays start w i t h  a fam i l y  b re akfas t  cf se v 
( fri ed t h i n  verm ice l l i )  s p ri n kled  wi th lo ts of f r ied ra is i n s  
and  s l ivered a lmonds , a bowl o f  f resh ly p repared dah i 
( sweet  yogh u rt) ,  a nd  f r i e d  f resh  f i sh  ( magan bci i s  
espec ia l ly  favo red ,  but catf is h tastes just  as good ) .  The 
tab l e  is  a lso laden w i th  a var ie ty o f  sweet -meats -
h ea rt-sh ap e d  penda ,  ba rfi, soo ter-fani, and  m o re .  
Good  m us ic p lays th rough t he  house  a l l  day. A diva (o i l  
lamp) is  always l i t  on festive occas ions .  

The Engagement Ceremony 
The fami l ies of the b ride and groom p lay a very major  
ro le  i n  a l l  t he  ceremo n ies that precede the weddi ng ,  for 
the marriage bonds no t  just the  coup le ,  b ut both fami
l i es  as we l l ,  and i t  is a t ime of rejo ic ing for a l l .  
The commitment t o  get marr ied i s  i n i t ia l l y  forma l ized by 
both fami l ies at the F?uoee va Pehra vanoo Ceremonv, 
where t he  boy "s fami ly p resents a 'packet '  of Rupees to 
the g i rl ,  and in  retu rn the g i rl 's  family rec iprocates with 
a packet of  an even larger amount to the boy. Remem
ber ing a lways that  fo r a l l  occasions , g ift amounts must  
end in  1 ,  s uch  as 1 1 , 2 1 , 5 1 , 1 0 1 , 1 5 1 ,  20 1 . . .  
On  the mo rn i ng  o f  The Engagement Da v, 5 o r  7 lad ies 
f rom the g room 's  fam i ly ,  d ressed  in t h e i r  best sa r i s  
l eave fo r  t h e  b rid e 's house  carryi n g  the  ses and t he  
Dahi--machli t ray. 
The Ses Tra v shou ld conta in the  fo l low ing  i tems : 
• T h e  co n i ca l  pado ,  f i l l ed  w i t h  ro u n d  suga r  pa tasa 

swee ts , fes tooned with a gar land o f f lowe rs . 
• The gulab-dani, f i l l ed wi th rose -wat e r, f o r  sp ri n k l i ng 

on  t h e  f lowe rs . 
• The  pigani, f i l l ed w i th  t he  red k u n kun  powde r  pas te ,  

fo r mak ing  t he  tili ( r ed  mark on  t he  fo rehead )  

• A who le  coconut .  
• A pan ( be te l  l eaf) , a sopari ( be te l  n u t) , a kharak 

(dr ied date) , a whole a lmond with the she i l ,  a piece 
o f  whole tu rme ric ,  a smal l  bowl of sweet yogurt, a 
few p ieces of sakar ( l a rge  s u ga r  c rysta l s ) , and  a 
handfu l  of rice .  

• A few s i lve r co i ns ,  i nc lud ing  one  fo r the d ivo . 
• A d i amond engagement  ri n g  fo r the b ride .  
• A gar land of fresh  f lowers fo r the br ide .  
• An envelope of cash for the b ride .  
• A f u l l  set  o f  c lo thes fo r the  b ride , i nc l ud i ng  a sa ri ,  

b louse , pett icoat ,  s ud re h ,  kust i , red chee tals (g lass 
bang les) 

The Dahi-machli (yogurt and fish) fill shou ld  con ta in  
the fo l lowing :  

• 3 o r  5 f is h ,  e i t he r  f resh o r  a lmond marz ipan mo lded 
i n to a f i sh  s hape .  

• A bowl of sweet yogurt. 
• A sma l l  bowl of d ry  i<unkun powder. 
• A pound  o r  so  of sakar ( l a rge  suga r  crys ta l s ) .  
• A second s et o f  c l o thes ,  and/o r jewe l r; fo r the b ri d e .  
• A sma l l  garl and of f l owers .  

The mach/i ( f is h )  i s  qu ite prom inen t  i n  Zarth us t i ri tua ls ,  
a s  a symbo l  o f  good  l uck  - jus t  as t h e  f ish sw ims i n  the 



vast ocean ,  s u rvivi ng hazards , it is hoped we too w i l l  
l ive and p rosper in  t h i s  wo r ld . 
O n  a rrival at the b ride's house ,  the g room's party is wel
comed at the front  door with the Achoo-michoo Cere
monv. The br ide 's fami ly  has p repared a s i lver  thali o r  
t ray with the fo l lowi ng i tems i n  it :  

0 1 egg .  
• 1 pan ,  sopar i , kharak,  and r ice . 
• 1 who le coconut .  
• A sma l l  gl ass of water on a sma l l  s i lver p late . 

The b ride 's moth er  circ les the egg seven t ime over the  
heads of the  a rriv ing g roup  of  women and breaks it on  
the  f loor to  the i r  r i gh t .  The same is repeated with the 
pan , sopari ,  kharak and rice together; and again w i th  
the coconut .  F ina l ly, a smal l  amoun t  of water  is pou red 
i nto the p late with a few g rains of rice ,  and again ,  after  
c i rc l i ng  i t  s even t imes,  i t  is  poured f i rst on the i r  r ig h t  and 
then on the i r  l e ft s ide .  A handfu l  of r ice is  then  show
e red on the  g roup .  They now enter, stepp ing  in with 
their  righ t  foot f irst ,  of cou rse.  
Afte r some p re l im i nary hugs and k isses between the 
fam i l i es ,  the engagement starts . The b ride steps with 
her ri gh t  foot, onto the Patio (a f lat wooden stool made 
f ro m  one p lank of wood , and deco rated with f ive chalk 
des igns) . The groom's mother g ives the bride a t i l i ,  f i rst 
on the righ t  foot, then on the left , and then a big round 
one on the forehead , encrusted w i th  g ra ins  o f  rice.  She 
is then p resented with the  se t  of  c lothes and a cocon ut, 
and given a s ma l l  p iece of sakar and a s poonfu l of 
yog urt to sweeten her mouth , and a sip of water. She  
goes ins ide and  changes into he r  new s et o f  c lothes -
all b ut the saree. Return ing to the patio, she is he lped 
The engagement ceremony: exchanging rings 

Volume VI I I ,  N' I - Spr ing 1 995 

in to her en gagement  sa ree by the women ,  accompa
n ied  w i th  the s ing i ng  of  t rad i t io na l  wedd i n g  songs  in 
G uje rat i .  A few g ra i ns  o f  r ice ,  sp rin k led wi th rosewater 
a re t ied i nto a knot a t  one  end of the sari (sarino ched 
tadho karvano) . She is garlanded ,  and p resented with 
red g lass bang les ,  a s i lver  ri ng ,  a cocon ut , pan, sopari, 
s i lver  co ins  and  packet of cash .  She is then p resented 
with t he  Dahi machli set of c lothes . With a spoonfu l  of 
yog u rt  and sakar, she  is showered wi th b less i ngs by a l l .  
O n e  s i l ve r  co i n  f rom  the ses i s  p laced i n  the diva. 
Afte r  a round  of refresh ments -sev, dahi and sweet
meats a re a must, along with sandwiches , cakes and 
m o re ,  t h e  g room's mothe r  i s  p resented with a se t  of 
c lothes (sasu dakha!na), which are late r handed over to 
t he  b ri de .  O n e  f i sh  fro m t he  Dahi-machli t ray i s  se t  
as i de ,  and  a packet of  cash  p ut i n  i t ' s  p lac e .  Every 
m e m be r  of t he  g room 's fam i ly i s  p resented ,  on the  
patio ,  with a packet o f  cash ,  a gar land and a coco nut , 
a l o n g  wi th  mo re b l ess i n gs .  It is now t i_m e f o r  t� e 
g room's  party to ret u rn to t he i r  house ,  w i th  t he  ses, 
Dahi-mach/i t rays , t h e  new c lo t hes ,  a l l  t h e  cas h 
envelopes,  and th e  b ride .  
The ceremony now cont in ues at th e  g room's  house .  
Once  aga i n ,  w i th  f resh  Achoo-michoo t rays , t he  
g room's mother  welcomes,  fi rst t he  g room's p�rty, and 
then the b ride 's party of 5 o r  7 women who a rrive now, 
laden  with the i r  ses and the i r  Dahi-machli t rays .The ses 
ceremony is now repeated. Th is  t ime the b ride 's  moth
e r  p resen ts g ifts to the g room o n  the patio: cash enve
lope ,  set of  c lothes ,  cash envelope for the Dahi-machli, 
a s i lver ring ,  a garland ,  a bouquet ,  coconut ,  and b less
i ngs amidst showers of rice .  
I t  is now t ime to e xc h a n g e  engagemen t  ri ng s .  The  
b ride jo i ns the g room o n  the pat io .  The g room f i r�t pu�s 
he r  ring  on  he r  left hand  and the b ride  fol lows with h is 
ri ng  o n  h i s  le ft hand . The br ide's party is now p resent
ed, one by one ,  with cash envelopes, a coconut ,  a ga_r
land and more b less ings .  One  s i lver  co in is p laced In  
the diva. Another  round  of refreshments fo l lows. 
That eve n i n g ,  th e  br ide and g room go  to t he  b r ide ' s  
house  fo r d i n n e r, whe re anoth e r  ro u n d  of  A choo
michoo and  ses fol lows, with another cash g ift to th e  
g room .  He  is a lso p resented w ith a go ld coi n ,  a gar
land , bouquet  and sweet-meats [Continued on p .2 6]. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Most marriages beg in  on  the  p res umption that they wi l l  
last .  G ypsy  men , h oweve r, be g i n  marr ied l i f e  afte r 
agree ing to "Swear yo u w i l l  leave th is woman when you 
d iscove r yo u no  longer love her ! "  An American ,  G lynn  
de  Moss  Wol fe ,  he l d  t he  reco rd fo r lovi ng women and  
l eaving t hem .  He was  married 1 9  t imes to  17  women . 
Bu t  Theresa Vaughn  of Eng land reported ly had 6 1 hus
bands wi thout  po lygamy. 

[From Karach i Banu Manda/ Newslet ter, February 1 995] 



Pre-Nuptial  Ceremonies : Mandavsaro, 
Adarni, Varadh-pattar and more . , ,  
Wedd ing  festivit ies genera l ly last for fou r  days , with the 
Mandavsaro and Adami on the f i rst day, the Varadh
pattar on the second and th i rd days and the f ina le ,  the 
wedding , on the fourth day. 

-
At the Madavsaro ceremony: plan ting a branch 

At The Madavsaro Ceremonv a b ranch (usua l ly  of a 
Mango tree) is p lanted at the br ide's home, symbo l iz ing 
the  start of a n ew l i fe together  for the coup le .  A young 
male relat ive donned in a red turban accompanied by 
fou r  ladies, a l l  garlanded, with ti/is on the i r  foreheads , 
do the  honors .  The g rou nd is deco rated with cha lk ;  
kharaptoo, a paste of turmeric (fo r good heal th)  and 
rice f lour, is app l ied on the door-posts. The branch is 
p lanted i n  a c lay pot deco rated with kunkun. Seven 
go ld and s i lver coins (or sequ ins.) , a pan, sopari, sakar, 
almond ,  kharak, rice, wheat, turmeric , and a spoonfu l 
of yogu rt, are a lso placed i n  the pot, a l l  the t ime recit
i ng  Yatha Ahu Vairyo. An egg ,  and then a coconut  are 
c i rc led seven t imes over the tree and smashed on the 
g round .  The coconut water  is pou red ove r the tree .  
The lad ies t ie a string seven t imes a round a coconut  
and hand it to the b ride, who p laces i t  in  a coppe r ves
sal. Fragrant incense is passed around .  The ceremo
ny is then repeated with the g room,  at his house . 
The Adami Varni Ceremony. usua l ly he ld i n  the after
noon of the same day, is when g ifts ,  most ly f rom the 
b ride's fam i ly, are exchanged.  F i rs t ,  women from the 
br ide's fami ly  v is i t  the g room's house ,  bearing  the g i fts :  
• A new s i lver ses (Soparani Ses) with new c lothes fo r 

the  g room - s u i t ,  s h i rts ,  mate ria l s ,  feta o r  ha t ,  
shoes ,  a shawl and more ;  a go ld  wr is t  watch ( fo r  

Adam,) ;  go ld  s h i rt button s  ( for Diva) ; and a sma l l  
packet o f cash ( for Gar Rupeeya) . 
A set  o f  fou r  cook ing po ts  f i l l ed  w i th  wheat i n  the 
fi rst, d ry  sev and sweet patasa i n  the second ,  brown 
suga r  (gar) and a cocon ut  i n t he  t h i rd ,  and pan, 
sopari, kharak in the fou rt h ;  all decorated w i th  
kunkun and gar landed .  

• A set of sar is each fo r the b ride fo r  the Adami, Vami, 
Diva, Gar Rupee ya and Teda; and a set each for the 
g roo m 's mothe r  ( Sasuna) , and s i ster. A sma l l 
amount of cash shou ld  be tied into a knot in a cor
ner  of each sar i . 

• A s i lver t ray laden wi th five dar-ni-poris ( rich pastry 
wi th sp l i t -pea f i l l i ng)  and four  sweet, wh ite patasas, 
conveyi ng a long l i fe ,  fu l l  of sweetness .  

After  an Achoo-michoo welcome at the door, the g i fts 
are p resented; a si lve r coin is p laced in  the D ivo and ,  
ref reshments are served . The g room's fam i ly  now v is 
i t s  t he  b ride 's home.  Afte r an Achoo-michoo welcome 
at the door, the g room's mother  p resents the bride with  
jewe lry (a l l  but  the earrings ,  which are p resented to  the 
b ride by he r  father- in- law at the wedd ing)  and a set  o f  
saris  each fo r the  Adami, Vami, Diva, Gar Rupeeya 
and Teda. She then p resents a set of clothes to the 
b ride 's  mother (sasuna). A coin is p laced in  the Diva. 
The ceremony ends with refreshments fo r a l l .  Through 
the day, and on  the fol lowing days , the b ride 's fam i ly 
wi l l  send to the g room's house i tems of fu rnitu re, l i nen , 
househo ld items and more c lothes for the couple .  Two 
wedding chai rs and a lamp are sent to the  wedding ha l l .  
The Varadh-oattar ceremonv is performed by the fami
ly p riests at the F i re-temp le  the day befo re the wed
d i ng ,  with a rec itat ion of the Baj and Saturn praye rs , 
i nvoking the b lessings of departed loved ones (Asho
Farohars) on the b ridal coup le .  The g room's fami ly d is
tr i b utes varadh-vara (sweet cakes) to fam i ly, f ri ends 
and the poor. 

The Wedding Day 
I n  deference to the p romise  made by our  Parsi fo refa
thers to the H indu rajah Jadiv Rana on landing in I nd ia ,  
Pa rs i  wed d i ngs  a re he ld  afte r  s u n set ,  and in  o l den 
t imes ,  we re repeated after  m idn igh t ,  but t h is latte r p rac
t ice has been  d iscon t i n u e d .  It is be l i eved that the 
even i ng  is the t ime when day and n ight ( l ight  and dar�
ness) un ite together, melt ing i nto each  othe r, and so i t  
is hoped the b ridal  coup le  w i l l  u n ite togethe r  i n  pros
perity and adve rs i ty. 
The wedd ing  starts with the p u rif icatory bath (nahn) fo r 
both the br ide and g room ,  with the rec itat ion of praye rs 
by the fam i ly p riest .  Th is can be done at home.  The� , 
d ressed i n  he r  wh i te wedd i ng  sar i , jewe lry, and a b ig  
gar land of f resh f l owers , ca rry ing  a bouquet and_ a 
cocon ut ,  she  arr ives at the wedd ing ha l l  . He r  father- i n 
l aw p resen ts  h e r  w i th  ea rr i n g s  ( khole lidhani buttl) . 



M eanwh i l e ,  t he  
g roo m  ar r ive s ,  a l so  
d ressed i n  a wh i te 
su i t  ( dag/J) , wearing  a 
b ig  gar land and car
ry i ng  a bouq uet ,  a 
cocon ut and a shawl . 
The  b ri de ' s  moth e r  
p res ents  t he  g room 
w i t h  a r i n g  (ara 
jyani) .  The  b ri de 's 
s i s te r  symbo l i ca l l y  
was hes  the g room's 
hand and feet  in  a s i l 
ver  bowl o f  wate r 
(verbadoo), t he  
g room d rops  a co i n  
i n  the  bowl . C lose  
Relatives of the b ride 
and g room exchange 

, yi/' "  
· · packets of cas h .  

. ecf' · ' · 
Both fat he rs- i n - law 

�:_./ :>:s 
are p resented wi th  

· • • ·  s h awls . The b ride's 
, .• . b roth e r  is p resented 

" with a go ld ri ng .  
Before the nahn: a moment of 

prayer and contemplation . 

The lNedding Ceremony 
The g room is welcomed to the f lower bedecked wed
ding stage by h is mother with the  Achoo-michoo. The 
b ride comes next on the arm of her  father, and is wel
comed by her  mother. Fam i ly members and one 'wit
ness '  f ro m  each s ide s tand beh i nd  t he  coup le .  Two 
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offic iat ing p riests stand in  f ront .  The symbol ic un i t ing of 
the coup le  is perfo rmed with the  A ra -anter Ceremony. 
With a wh i te c lo th separat ing the coup le  and t ied at the 
end  with a knot ,  the p riest  fastens the r ight hand of the 
br ide and the  r ight  hand o f t he  g room w i th  seven 
ro unds  of  cotton ,  wh ich  is  then passed seven t imes 
round  the i r  cha i rs .  This is ca l led Hathevaro (hand-fas
t en i ng ) .  The cu rta in i s  then d ropped ,  and the coup l e  
s hower r ice on  each other. The  one  who th rows f i rst is 
cons idered the 'win ner ' , and w i l l  be the fo remost in lov
i n g  a n d  respect i ng  the o th e r. Fam i ly and f r i ends  
app laud ,  for now they are un ited,  and the coup le  now 
sit s i de  by s ide  fo r the rest of the ce remo ny, and  
thencefo rth in  l i fe .  
The str ict ly re l ig ious parts of the ceremony - the aff i r
mat io ns ,  the  admon i t i ons ,  t h e  b l ess i ngs ,  and f i na l ly, 
the  exchange of ri ngs ,  fol low (see next page) . 

Weddings are ce lebrated with g reat ec lat, with e labo
rate f l o ra l  decorat ion s ,  tw i n kl i n g  l i g hts , a band ,  and 
feast i ng  fo r a guest l ist ,  often in t he  hundreds. For  a 
wedd ing is a t ime fo r ce lebratio n fo r a l l  . 

Compiled by Roshan Rivetna 

[Acknowledgement: Wedding photos from Rumi and Kashmira 
Jamsetjee, Cyrus and Aban Grant and Cyn1s and Bakhtavar Press]. 
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Bringing About Frashokereti 
A h u ra Mazda is  represented on  t h i s  earth by men and 
women who are regarded as fundamen ta l ly  essent ia l  i n  
f urther i ng  H is  wo rk o n  ea rt h .  T h i s  makes t he  p rocre
at io n of man kind  t h rough  the bonds of marr iage a very 
me rito rious  act .  One cannot rea l ly be a true Zarth ust i  
u n less one fu l f i ls  one 's  most important  miss ion on th is  
earth - p roc reation  and rais i ng  of p ious c h i l d ren who 
wi l l  b ri ng  about Frashokeret i  ( renovatio n ,  resu rrectio n ) .  
Ce l i bacy is  therefore d isco u raged . Even pr iests shou l d  
m a r ry, a n d  o n l y  marr ied p r i es ts ,  the refore w e re 
enjo ined to perfo rm wedd i ngs .  
As ha  Za rthustra ,  h i mse l f  a marr ied man ,  emp hasizes 
t he  s p i ri tua l  s i g n i f i cance of marr iage in  t he  Gathas 
[Yasna 53 . 3-6] o n  t he  occas ion  of h i s  daug h ter, P o u 
ruch ist i 's wedd i ng :  

"May He grant you  h im  (a  husband) 
who has moor ings in  the G ood Mind,  
And is in  un ison wi th Asha and the Wise One .  
Therefo re fo l low the  direct ions of you r  native inte l l ect. 
Bear these words in mind .  Then you wil l atta in 
The (b l issfu l )  existence of Good Mind.  
May each of you su rpass the other i n  righteousness, 
For this wi l l  p rove advan tageous for each. 
These things are exactly true (fo r) men 
And exactly (true for) women.  
Decei t  may appear attractive and advantageous ,  
But  i t  a l ienates one f rom one 's person (sou l )  . . .  
Happiness departs from those who are deceitful . . .  
By any association with them, you wi l l  destroy you r  
mental (spi ritua l )  world . .  . "  

Thus ,  the trad i t ion of giv ing admon itions and bened ictions 
at the wedding comes d i rectly from the p rophet h imself .  

The Affirmations 
An assemb ly  of fam i ly and friends ,  as we l l  as 2 offic iat
i n g  p riests , are a m ust,  for any Zarth ust i  wed d i ng  to be 
so l emn ized , a lo ng  with the m utual  consent of the cou 
p l e .  The coup le  i s  as ked ,  no t  once but  th rice ,  i f  they are 
marrying of the i r  own free wi l l  and i f  e i ther  o n e  of them 
s u g ges ts o t h e rw is e , t he  ce remo n y  c a n n o t  p roc e e d . 
F ree w i l l  l i es  at t he  ve ry bas is  of t he  Gathas ,  and so i t  
i s  natu ra l  that  the wedd ing is a lso based on  free cho ice .  
Th is  part o f  the  ce remony can be  t rans lated as fo l l ows :  

May the  Lo 'd b e  p leased .  
T ru th  i s  good .  Tru th  is bes t .  Tru th  i s  happ iness .  

Happ iness comes to those who are good 
for  t he  sake of be ing good .  

1 May  t he  C reato r A h u ra Mazda bes tow upon  / G U :  p rogeny, 
p l e n ty of i ncome ,  s i nce re f r : endsh i p ,  a body w i th  a handsome 

1 

By Dr. Kersey lt n t ia 

The marriage ceremo11y 
s tarts witlr 1�ffimwtio 11 s  
a 11d commi tnzen tc: tram 
t!ze bride and groom. in 

tire presence of_t1 1mily 
witnesses. Tire pries ts 

(left) t!ze11 offer aduice 
and admonitio 1 1 s  fol

lowed by bless ings ,md a 
benedic tion ,  as tlzey 

shower the couple witlr 
rice and rose petals 

face and a l ong  l i fe of one  hund red and f i fty years .  On the 
day __ of the month __ of  the  year __ in  the town 
of __ , this gatheri ng  has met i n  accordance with the law 
and custom of the Zarthusti re l ig ion to give th is woman __ 
as wife. 
The head p riest asks the g room's 'witness ' :  

Have you agreed t o  take care of 1 __ all through her I ife 7 
The g room's witness rep l ies :  

Yes, I have agreed. 

The head p riest asks the b ride 's witness :  
Do yoll sincerely pledge with truthflll thollght, word and deed, 

and for the promotion of righteo!lsness, to give this woman in 

marriage to __ for life ?  

T h e  b ride 's  witness rep l ies :  
Yes, I have given the pledge. 

The head pr iest enqu ires of the br ide and groom: 
Have you chosen this lifelong commitment with true think

ing - "Pasandey K,i rda m " 7 

The b ride and g room rep ly :  
Yes, we  both have chosen so. 

1 .  The Pazand ash irNad cal ls for  2000 D i rams o f  pure white 
s i l ve r  and (on ly )  2 D inars o f  rea l  gold o f  N ishap u r  co i nage ,  
wh i le  the  Pah lavi ash i rNad refers to 2000 go ld D i nars [K .  i:i.  
Kang<1 ,  1859 j - appcJ.rently a m istake in transcripti on ,  as i t  is 
too excessive an  amount even for  our own t imes. I t  is unc l ear 
as to who is requ i red to pay th is  amo unt .  The Pazend sug
gests i t  is the b ridegroom ,  whi le i n  the Sanskrit , which fo l lows 
the Pazand for the Pa rs i s ,  i t  is the b ride , deno t i ng  a H indu  
i n f l u e nce .  Th e  P ah l a v i  a n d  Pazand  te rm ( Ba Paemane) 
cou ld  stand for both "con tracti ng  to p ay or rec e ive" .  And th e 
Sanskrit "with co ins"  ( Suwarnamih) deno tes both "a long wi th 
co ins" as wel l  as " in exchange o f  co ins" .  In any event ,  most  
o f  t he  Pa rs is  and  th e i r  ,:: r ies ts  do  no t  know Zand Avesta and 
th is  c lause is  ne i ther  unders tood nor  p ract iced by  them.  
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The Admonitions 
Two p riests , who are trad it ional ly the b ride's fami ly 
p riests , offer advice and admon it ions to the couple: 
I n  the name of Ahura Mazda, 
May both of you experience joy and progress in l ife . 
Be ever fu l l l  of glory (Khoreh), 
Be ever ful l  of good blessings,  
Be ever ful l  of growth and prosperity, 
Be successful ,  be learned in  practicing righteousness, 
Be worthy of pertorming good deeds. 

Think thoughts that reflect the good mind ,  
Speak words that reflect good speech, 
Do acts that reflect good action, 
D rive away all evi l  thoughts, 
Look down upon all evil words, 
Scorch all evil actions, denounce sorcery, 
P roclaim yourselves to be Mazda worshippers. 

Do your work with an att itude of perfection ,  
And be prompt in do ing you r  duty, 
Accumu late wealth righteously, 
I n  the p resence of e lders, be truthfu l  and obedient 
In the p resence of friends , 
Be humble ,  respectful and benevolent .  

Do not s lander, do not be angry, 
Do not commit sins to avoid shame ,  
Do not be greedy, do not harrass anyone ,  
Do not practice the evil of jealousy, 
Do not be arrogant, do not show false pride ,  
Do not give in to lust ,  
Do not m isappropriate someon e  else's wealth, 
Keep away from another's wife . 
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Perform your own work with d i l igence,  
Do good to those who are pious and v irtuous , 
Do not quarrel with a revengeful person ,  
Do not be a partner  with an avaricious pe rson ,  
Do not keep the company of a slanderer, 
Do not associate with a person of i l l  repute, 
Do not have anyth ing to do with an ignorant person ,  
Fo l low the principle of justice even with your enemies ,  
With f riends,  be guided by their preferences, 
Do not enter into argument with a quarre lsome person .  

S peak in a mature manner  before an  assembly, 
Before kings, speak with moderation ,  
Be  more i l l ustr ious than your father, 
Do not in any way displease your mother, 
Ensure your  salvation  by fol lowing Truth,  
Be of immortal body l ike Kae Khushru, 
Be  intu itive l ike Kaus, 
Be b ri l l iant  as the sun ,  be pure as the moon,  
Be  renowned as Zarthustra,  be strong as Rustom,  
Be  fert i le  as the earth (governed by) Spendarmad, 
Be as much in un ison with friends,  b rothers, wife and 
chi ldren ,  as the body is with the soul .  

Always be of good faith and good character, 
Recogn ize  Ahura Mazda as the Lord, 
P raise Zarthustra as the spiritual leader, 
Denounce Ahriman as an evil being. 

Blessings in the Name of the Angels 
For Each Day of the Month 
May you secure Ahura Mazda's fr iendship and help ,  
May Behman (Good M ind) grant you good thoughts , 
May Ardibehest (Best Truth) bless you with good s�eech, 
May Shahrevar (Desirable Rule) lead to worthy ac�1evement, 
M ay Spendarmad {Beneficent P iety) grant you w1sd?m

'. . May Khordad (Perfection )  bestow sweetness and am1ab1hty, 
May Amardad ( Immortality) g ive you ferti lity. 

May Daepadar {Divine I l lum ination) bestow g ifts upon you ,  
M ay Adar ( I nner  Fire) give you ever-increasing splendor, 
May Ardivisur (Water) grant you immacu late pu rity, 
M ay Khurshid (the Sun) grant you digni ty fit fo r a ki��• 
May Mohr (the Moon) bless you with a generous, g 1vmg 
natu re ( l ike the cow) , 
M ay Tir (Star S i rius) guide you to right charity,_ 
M ay Gosh {Animal Kingdom) make you abstain from sm.  

May Oaepmehr (Divine Justice) bestow g ifts upon you, 
M ay Mehr (Angel of Justice and Light) grant you power to 
hear with justice,  
May Sroasha (Hearkening) lead to obedience, protection ,  
May Rashne (Truth) make you advance in truth ,  
May Fravardin (D iv ine Essence in  Man) lead you to 
p rogress in spi ritual strength, 
May Behram ( Enemy Smiter) grant you t ri umph , 
May Ram ( Peace) make you revel in sp i ri tual ecstasy, 
May Govad (Good Atmosphere) give you speed and power. 

May Oaepdin (Divine Conscience) bestow gifts upon you ,  
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M ay Din ( Consc ience )  gran t  you w isdom and en l igh tenment .  
1vlay Ashishvang (B less ing )  g ran t  you  t reasu res . g rea t  g l o ry, 
May Astad (Just ice )  g ran t  you t reasu res of great  ta l e n t . 
M ay Asman (Sky) make you h i gh l y  i ndus t r i ous .  
May Jamyad ( Ea rth \  g ran t  you regu lar i ty t ha t  go  w i th  t ime 
and  space ,  
May /vlarespand ( P raye rs ) give you  good  i ns i gh t ,  
M ay Aneran ( E nd less L igh t o f  H eaven )  g ive you  soundn ess 
o f  body. 

M ay you be worthy of a ttai n ing  the he igh t  of i us t re .  
M ay you remain worthy of (sp i r i tua l )  en l i gh tenmen t ,  
May yo u be en l igh tened with a l l  good though ts ,  a l l  good 
wo rds and a l l  good deeds,  
M ay the wo rst o f  worst ev i l  n ever  reach you ,  
M ay the worst o f  wors t  ev i l  neve r  reach us .  

Le t  t he  comm un ity. i r: sp i red and  i nv igo rated ( by  '.he P rochet 's  
t each i ngs )  lend s u p p o rt  to the  Zarthus t i  men and women ,  
a nd  to the  furtheranc e  of  good  t hough t , wh i c h  leads t o  the 
des i rab l e  p r ize (sa lvat i o n ) .  I p ray fo r the m i gh ty p ri ze  o f  
Tru th ,  wh ich is h igh ly  p rized by  Lord Ahura Mazda (H i mself) . 
M ay God gran t th is pe rson sp lendor  and g lo ry, s t reng th  oi t he  
bo dy, hea l t h  o f  the body, victory o f  t he  body, abundant  happ i 
ness ,  progeny with i n born wisdom ,  l ongest l i fe and the  best  
heaven o f  r ighteous people .  br ight  and fu l l  o f  happ in ess. 

Afrin Buzorgan - Blessings Naming 
Illustrious Ancestors 

This b lessing is in the name of Hormazd the  C reator. 
May you fu l f i l  you r  desires, j ust as Hormazd the Creator  
fu l f i l led H is with regard to H is creation .  
Be  auspic ious and most excel lent l i ke  Kae Khushru ,  
Be  fu l l  of tru th  and just ice l i ke the Angel Meher, 
Be a vanquisher of enemies l i ke Zar i r, 
Be  of good re l ig ion l i ke Sh iavax, be ho ly  l i ke Vishtasp ,  
Be strong  l i ke Sam, son of  Nariman ,  
Be  fu l l  o f  vigor  l i ke  Rustom;  and  be an excel l en t  lancer  
l i ke Aspandiar, patron of the re l ig ion . 
Be  a wise  fo rete l l e r  l ike Jamasp, 
Be  innocent l ike the r ighteous Fravash i ,  
Be charitab le  l i k e  the Ange l  Teshtar, 
Be  gent le l i ke the rai n ,  be far-see ing l ike the  su n ,  
B e  a doer  o f  gocd deeds l i ke Zarthustra, 
Have a long l ife l ike Zarvan ( Ru le r  o f  Time) , 
Be ferti le  l i ke Spendarmad, the Mo the r  Earth .  
Have many connect ions l i ke the river  w i th  many tr ibutar ies ,  
Be wel l  stocked up, l i ke (du ring )  the IJ'/ i n ter  seaso n ,  
Be happy l i ke t h e  Spr ing season ,  
B e  f rag rant l i ke m usk, be p rec ious l i ke  go ld .  
B e  readi ly acceptab le l i ke the Oeram ( s i l ver  co in ) ,  
Be  effic i en t  l ike Ho rmazd in  H is own c reati o n .  

May yo u bo t h  and  the who l e  assemb ly  enjoy a l ong  l i f e  o f  a 
t h ousand  yea rs .  M ay you make  a l l  t h ose  who  s e rv e  you  
h appy. May you en joy  h ig h  s tatus , and b e  recogn i�ed to b e  
a s  de l i gh tfu l  a s  th e p u re bas i l  (marjoram) and  amber. May 
you be  b lessed wi th p i o us  c h i l d ren  who wi l l  p rese r,e you r 
coun tr; and defeat t he  enemy, and foster  peace .  

Vo lume \/ I l l .  i\l ' 1 - Sp ri n g  I 9 9 .S  
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Doa Tandarosti - Benediction 
The off ic ia t in g p ri ests s howe r  the c o u p l e  w i th  rose 

petals and r ice from a s i lver tray, as they rec i te the Ooa 
Tandarosti bened ict ion . 

I n  t he  name of God, the merc i fu l ,  t he  fo rg iv ing and the com
pass ionate .  With the he lp of God ,  to t he  br idegroom __ 
and the  b ride __ may there be a l ife of a thousand years 
fu l l  of hea l th of body and sou l .  M ay there be g lorJ a long with 
r ighteousness.  
O !  Omn iscient Creato r, may de l i gh t ,  joy, comfort, happ i n ess 
and goodness reach them and m ay they have h igher g lory, 
powe r, l aw of good authority, courage and victory. May there 
be good resu lt with the aim of knowledge of the good Maz
dayasn i  rel ig ion .  May there be lawfu l  un ion  and ch i ld ren and 
long l ife .  glo ry  and progress ive d eve lopment  of the sou l .  

O !  A l l- know ing God .  may Zarth ustra 's re l ig ion be p rosperous .  
O !  God of a l l  the  wor l d ,  w i th you r  he l p ,  may th e  b ride-g room 
and the  b ride have the l ongest o f  l ong  l i fe ,  heal th and happi
ness last ing fo r a thousand years. 
M ay you assu m e  the  l eaders h i p  o f  the wo rthy p e rson  fo r  
many years and fo r many ages . May there be thousands and 
thousands o f  ben edict i ons .  M ay the year  be  auspic i ous .  t he  
day  b l essed and  the mon th  happy. For many days ,  f o r  many 
months ,  for many years ,  may the  funct ions o f  the Yasna r i tu
als ,  the Nyiash p rayers and acts o f  cha ri ty be  f i tt i ng l y  pe r
fo rmed.  
Keep  a i l  good deeds imbued wi th a sense o f  righ teousness 
and importance .  H eal th be  u n to h i m ,  goodn ess be  un to h i m ,  
exce l l ence  be u n t o  h i m .  M a y  t h i s  my w i sh  be i n  acc o rd 'N i t h  
t he  w i l l  o f  t h e  Ameshaspands . 

The ce re mony ends w i th  the b ride and  g room exchang 

i n g  wedd i n g  ri ngs .  Then  f r iends and  fam i l y  co me to t he  

s tage  and w i sh  t he  n ewly-weds  h a p p i n e s s .  
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By iv[obed Faribo r= Shalcadi 

Srm Diego, CalUornia 

The Zarthus t i  Iranian marriage cerernony is a very tradi
tion-rich cerenzony opin to additions and changes ( except to 
the prayers) . The place 'Where it is performed or the area 
where it is performed has a s trong influence on the basic cer
ernony. Therefore, the fo llowing does no t represen t the zuay 
in which al l  Zarthus ti Iran ian marriages are performed, bu t 
Iran ian i\1obeds and Mobedyars in North America have 
now s tandardized the protocol belozu and will abide by it .  

The Engagement 
T h e  engag ement ce remo ny i n  t he  l east , cons ists o f  
exchang ing engagement rin gs .  
I t  is usua l l y  performed a t  the house of the b ride where 
the re lat ives of the g room p resent a deco rated crystal 
sugar  cone ( Ghand) and c lothes fo r the b ride,  as we l l  
as any  o t he r  g i f ts . The  br ide and g room exchange  
r ings . 

The vVedding Ceremony 
The actual wedd i ng  ce remony cons is ts  of s ix parts : 
Part One: Set the Stage 
On the  day of the wedd i ng ,  the re lat ives of the b ri de  
v i s i t  t he  g room's  house  ca rry ing a t  least: 
• A tray of d ried fru its ( fork) 
• A t ray of wh i te  candy ( shirim) 
• One  sweet pomegran i te  (o r  an app le )  
• A p iece of g reen  c loth . 
• A set o f  new c lo thes fo r the g room 
• P e rs i an  be rry ( senje� 
• D ried thyme ( a vishan) . 

Fami ly members may also i nc l ude  in tended jewel ry and  
c l o t hes as g i fts . 

The  wedd ing  ceremony may take place i n  the house or  
at  a p u b l ic p lace whe re t he  b r ide and  g room are 
accom panied by the i r  relat ives. 
Part Two: Mobed(s) Get Readv 
The ceremony can be  performed by a s ing le  Mobed o r 
accompan ied by a Mobed o r  Mobedyar. (Mobedyars 
cannot perfo rm the ceremony a lone) .  
I n  a separate room ,  the Mobed (s) p ray the p raye r of  the 
consc ience ( Sroush VaJ) and perfo rm the  Kosht i  with 
Kosh t i  (Avastaye Kosht!) p rayers .  
Part Three: Get Confirmation from Bride and Groom 
The Mobed (s) shou ld  ass ign  seven adu l t  members in  
the aud ience to be witnesses of the ce remony. 
Th roughout the ceremony the b ride  and g room s i t  next 
to each other, fac ing the Mobed (s ) . The b ride f i rst , and 
then the g roo m are as ked whethe r they accept each  
o t he r  i n  marr iage  w i tho u t  any  re se rvat i on  (see the 
a t tached questions in the pmyer/adciice sec t ion) .  

Part Four: Give Advice to the Bride and Groom 
The Mobed(s )  s hou ld  now read the n i ne ve rses  of  t h e  
adv ice and ge t  t h e  comm i tmen t  o f  t h e  co up l e  o n a l l  t h e  
po i n ts .  Th i s  i nc l udes appo in t i ng a day o f  t he mo nth fo r 
chari ty and a pe rson who wi l l  be t he i r  counse lo r in t he  
fu ture , i f  th ey eve r  get  i nvo lved i n  a qua rre l  o r  m i sun 
de rstand i ng .  The Mobed (s )  shou l d  rec ite the sect ion i n  



erformed tn 
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which the couple is advised to l ive by the qual ities of 
the Ameshaspands (d ivine attributes) . 

Part Five: Ask the Couple One More Time 

The Mobed(s) should ask the couple one more t ime i f  
they agree to this un ion with each other. 

Part Six: Bless the Couple 

The Mobed(s) now hold a tray of rice mixed with flower 
petals and d ried thyme (avishan) , and shower them on 
the couple during the ' request ing health and prosperity' 
(Doa Tan-dorosti) prayers 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
APPENDIX 

Prayers for Part Three: Get Confirma
tion from Bride and Groom 

Bename lzade Bakshayande 
Bakshayashgare Mehraban 

Emruz, ke Anjomane, pay-vande zanashui, 
be ra veshe, deene, vahe, Mazdyasni, dar inja 
barpa-ast,man, ke mobed (name of Mobed) hastam, 
be gavahiye, Dadar Ourmazde, 
Rayumand-o-Kharumand, 
be gavahiye, Amsha-span-dane Piruzgar, 
be gavahiye, Mehr-o-Soroosh, o-Rash-ne rast, 
be gavahiye, Fra-vahare Ashoo Zartooshte Espentaman, 

America 
merica 

be khoshnudie Pedar-o-Madare Aroos-o 0amad, 
be gavahiye, vahane in Bazm, 

(Face bride) Az shoma (name of bride) dokhte, 
(name of bride 's father and mother) ml-porsam, 
ke (name of groom) Poore, 
(name of groom 's father and mother )-ra, 
be dad-o-aeene, deene, vahe, Mazdyasni, 
be ham-tani-o, ham-ravani, be hamsariye khod, mi
paziri? (When she says yes . . . . . .  the audience shout the fol
lowing greeting: Hobeyro-Hobeyro-Hobeyro . . .  shabash) 

(Face groom and recite: Az slzoma .substituting the names of 
the groom's family) . The appropriate English transla tion :  

Today, i n  the p resence of Ahu ra Mazda and the 
witnesses of th is  Assembly, I ,  Mobed (name of Mobed) 
ask you (name of groom) son of (name of groom's father 
and mother) , Will you accept (name of bride) daughter 
of (name of bride 's father and mother) 
to be your  be loved wife ,  to be phys ica l ly  and 
sp i ri tua l ly un ited, i n  acco rdance wi th  the laws and 
customs of  the Zartoshti rel ig ion? (When he says yes, 
everbody should give them a big hand) . 

Be kho-jas-tegi, va farkhon-degi, 
man, va hame vahane in Anjoman, 
az Ourmazde tavana, arzoo-mandeem, 
ke, be een payvande zana-shooi, 
pa-yandegi-o, ostovari-o, Mehr-a, khoshi-o, 
shad-kami, ava, af-soo-niye, farzandane vah, 
va khasteye fara-roon, va deer-ziveshni, 
va sar-anjame neek, ar-zani be-darad. 

We p ray to Ahu ra Mazda ,  that  th is marr iage be 
b lessed with love and happ iness .  We ask Ah u ra 
Mazda to g u ide you both on  the  path of Asha,  
wh ich is the path of Righteousness and Peace. 

Prayers for Part Four: Give Advice to 
the Bride and Groom 
Eenak, chand andarze, ba.yasteye deeni ast, 
beshna veed, va dar zendeganiye kheesh, be-kar 
bandeed, ta sha-veye, khoshnou-diye, Ahura Mazda, 
va Neek-bakhti bashad. 

Now I wou ld  l i ke to give you both advice which is  
based on  the teach i ngs of  our  P rophet  Asho 
Zartosht .  
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Na-khost, setayesh, va niyayeshe 
Oadar Ourmazd hast. 
Ghera ke ma, ajdad, va dah-shane kheesh, 
az har goone arzani dashte ast. 
Ahura Mazda ra, dadare harvesp-agah daneed, 
va be ayeene, deene vah, be paras-tesh eesteed. 

Firs t ,  p ray to and  p ra ise Ahu ra Mazda, ou r  a l l - kn ow
ing G od .  He  has b lessed us wi th a l l  GOOD th i ngs .  

Dovom, be payam-barie, Ashoo Zartooshte Espen
teman, a vi-gaman beed, 
va be deene, vahe, Mazdyasni, ostovar ma-need, 
Har ayine, be ashooi, va rasti, gara.-eed, 
va be andishe-o, goftar-o, kerdare neek dar jahan zeeveed. 

Seco n d ,  accept  Asha Zartosht  as o ur p rophet  and  
h ave a f i rm be l i e f  i n  o u r  Zartosht i re l i g i o n .  
Fo l low the  p ath o f  Truth a nd R i g hteo u s ness .  
Lead you r  l i fe fo l l ow ing  t he  p ri nc i p l es  o f  
Good  Thoughts ,  G ood Words and Good Deeds . 

Sevom, be ravan-shadiye, gozash-teh-gan, 
va dastgeerie niyaz-mandan, dar yashtane 
Gahanbar, kootahi makoonid. 
Andar Panjeh va Farvardin-ga.n ke rooze vee-je, hame 
ra ve.nan hast, az daroon, va myazd-o, a.fareen-ga.n, 
onche dast-ras ba.shad, beja a.reed, ta hama 
ravanan khosh-nood band, va dorood feres-tand. 

Th i rd ,  du ri ng  Gahan bars and at a l l  t imes,  he lp  the  
n eedy. Ho ld  memoria l  se rv ices fo r, and a lways 
remember those who have passed away. 

Chaharom, aeene, rooze, va sale 
gozashteh-gan, va khish-vandan-ra, anjam daheed, 
va az dastgiri-ye, bee-nava -yan, onche dast-ras 
be.shad, be-koo-sheed, che ke Khoshnu-diye meinu-an, 
andar  kar-o, kerfa, geeti-tan ast. 

Fourth ,  remember  to pray to the sou ls  of you r  depart
ed fami ly members .  A lso he lp the poo r  and needy 
reg ularly to the extent  you can afford .  

Paniom, gami, bee-Sedreh-o-Koshti, ma-naheed, 
va farzandan-ra,  Sedreh pooshaneed, 
va Koshti bandeed, ta andar ham-agah,be dade, 
deene, vah, be setayeshne, Dadar Ourmazd, esteed. 

Fi ft h ,  l ive  by t h e  mean i n g  o f  t he  Sed reh and  t he  
Kosht i .  Teach you r  ch i l d ren  its message and  rem ind  
them to wear  i t  a lways . Make them fo l low Zartosht i 
re l i g i on  and be l ieve i n  o u r  God Ah ura Mazda. 

Sishom, as pedaro, madaro, ostad, sepasdar beed, 
va gerami-shan dareed, che ke-khoshnu-diye 
Ourmazd, khoshnu-diye, een seh tan ast. 

S ixth ,  respect  your  parents and your  teachers and be  
appreciat ive of the i r  good teach ings .  

Haftom, az Mehr lzad, Verahra.m lzad, ya Ashtad /zad, 
yeki ra, bar gozee-need, 
va andar on rooz, be-setayeshe Ourmazd, 

va be, dad-o-dadesh parda -zeed, 
ta on lzad, negah-bane-tan bashad, 
va az har vanah-o-kaji, a vaj darad. 

Seven th ,  p ick a day f rom the  t h ree Zartosht i  days 
M e h r  l zad ,  Ve ra h ram l zad  or Ash tad l zad .  
O n  tha t  day  o f  each  m o n t h , m a ke s u re you  h e l p  
some needy person .  (Make t h e m  se lec t  one  of those 
th ree days). 

Hashtom, dar zende-gani, 
bayad rahne-maye danayi, bar gozineed, 
ta dar hame kar, az ou dastoor khaheed, 
che ke danesh, parakande ast. 
va kar bi-rahna -mouniye dana, nik farjam na-bashad. 

E igh th , i n  t i mes o f  t ro u b l e  i n  yo u r  l i f e ,  yo u shou l d  
have one  person who  w i l l  g u i de  yo u and  show yo u 
t he  way out  of you r  t roub l e s .  P l ease  s e l ect  and 
name that person that bo th  o f  you can count  on to  
reso lve you r  d ifferences.  ( Wait for the name) . 

Nohom, Ourmazde Har-vesp-ta van, ke mardom-ra, 
be niruye danayi, va gu-yai, az har da-heshe gity, 
bartar afareed, dadash, mardom doosti ast. 
Pas mardom-ra, may azareed, na be manesh, 
na be govesh, na be konesh. 
Beegane, ke fara -rasad, jayi va khorakesh dahid, 
va on-ra., az goros-negi, va teshnegi, va sarma, 
nigah-darid. A va zeer-dastan va ketaran, 
mehraban beed, salaran va meh-taran-ra,  
gerami darid. Va be dad-o-ayeene, am-shas-pan-dan, 
ke toru-ze-gane, Ourmazde, pa.k-and, rah poo-eed, 
ta Dadar Ourmazd, as shoma, khoshnud be.shad. 

N i nth and f ina l  advice , Ahu ra M azda gave Mank ind 
speech ,  the G ood M ind ,  and a consc ience .  Use you r  
Good Mind to b e  kin d  to fill o f  Ahu ra Mazda's c re
at ions . Use  yo u r  consc ience to p reve n t  ha rm to 
peop le .  

{Advice to l ive ill! the qua l it ies of Amsha-spandans) 
Dad-o-ayeene Bahman amshas-pand 
a.shti-o neek andishi-eest. 
Keenevarz-o-razm-kam ma.basheed 
neek-kha-o-vahmanesh beed, badi ma.nokid, 
va piramoone badkaran magardeed danesh 
andoozeed 
va kheradmandi peeshe konid farhang goshtareed 
va dojmaneshni baranda.zeed a va. doshmanan 
be dad koosheed ava. doostan neeki varzeed 
charpayane sood-mandra khoob negahdari koneed 
va karaptadmaneshan mafarmaeed. 
Da.d-o-ayeene Ardibehest amshas-pand 
rasti-o paki hast. 
Daroon -o-boroone khod ra payvaste pak dareed 
az kaji va napakee pahrikhtar beed 
ashooi setayeed va be dade asha rah pooyeed 
che ke rah dar jahan yeki ast va an ashoo-ist 
be maneshne neek maneed goveshne neek goyeed 
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be koneshne neek varzeed 
ava ham digar yek de/-o-yek zaban beed 
az doroog va sogand va jadooi gorizlan beed 
a tash ke andar geeti mehr-o-ashoira nemayande hast 
gerami dareed va be nesa-o-pa/ashti may-a-!ayeed. 
Dad-o-ayeene Shahrivar amshas-pand 
nirumnadi-o-khish-dari ast. 
Andar rahe sarvari va tavangari koosha beed 
Shahryaran-o-sarvarane dadgar ra tarman bareed 
va gerami dareed az fara rooni-o dorostkari 
khaste andoozid Hootaksha-o-khish-kare beed 
az beekari va gedayi doori gozineed 
bar khasteye kesan dast mayazeed rashh ma bareed 
zar-o-seem-o-mes-o rooye ahan arzeez-o-berenj pak 
negah-dareed ta zang na zanad va be kar ayad. 

Dad-o-ayeene Sependarmazd amshas-pand 
foroutani va Mehrabani ast. 
Andar giti air-manesh va foroutan beed 
a va ham-deegar doosta.ro mehraba.n beed 
tarmaneshni va khodpasandi makoneed 
hu-cheshmbeed kheeshvandane mostamad-ra nang 
mada.need va az khasteye kheesh yarishan daheed 
amoozeshgah-o bimarestan va deegar bonyadhaye 
neek naheed va chon zameen howde va bordbar 
beed zameen ra pak-o-abadan dareed. 
Dad-o-ayeene Khordad amshas-pand 
khorrami va abadani ast. 
Dele khodra khorram va tane khod-ra pak dareed 
che pakiye tan ashooiye ravan ast 
nasepaasi makoneed va andoohgeen mabasheed 
gity be cheshme neek beeneed 
va be dade Hormazd khorsand-o-sepasdar beed 
abadi sazeed va shadee afzayeed ab ke shaveye 
khorammi va abadani ast har ayeen pak dareed 
pareedi-o-nasa andar ab may-afghaneed tan-o-jame 
dar a.be ravan mashooyeed kareez 
kaneed-o-zameene khoshk ra boroumand sazeed. 
Dad-o-ayeene Amordad amshas-pand 
tan-dorosti va deer zeveshni ast. 
Tane khod-ra dorost-o-ta vana dareed 
az doroj-o-pa!eedi doori koneed 
khane-o-zame-ra pak va bi-alayesh dareed 
ab armisht va istade khosk-kaneed 
va jayash keshtzar koneed dar-o-derakht afzayeed 
darakhte javan maboreed, bar-o-meeve na-raside 
ma cheenid, daroo-o-darman be arzaneeyan daheed 
va dard-mandan va oftadegan-ra parastar beed. 

Prayers for Part Five: Ask Couple 
One More Time 
Shoma ke (name of bride) a.ya (name of groom)-o 
be dad-o-ayeene deene vahe Mazdaysni 
be khoshnoudi ba ham-tani va ham-ra vani paziroftid? 
(wait for a yes answer) 
Shoma ke (name of groom) a.ya (name of bride)-o 
be dad-o-ayeene deene vahe Mazdaysni 
be khoshnoudi ba ham-tani va ham-ravani paziroftid? 
(wait for a yes answer) 

We p ray once again to Ahu ra Mazda to g ive you both 
the s t rength and love to take care of  each othe r  and 
always be happy and smi l ing in your l i fe . I Mobed 
(name of Mobed) he reby p ronounce you husband 
and wife. 

Khasnaoth ra Ahura Mazdao - Ashem Vohu  ( 1 ) 

Prayers for Part Six: B l�ss the Bride 
and Groom 
Recite the Doa Tan-do rost i  p rayers. 



I n  September 1 993, o u r  o ldest son ,  R ichard Jehang i r  
Mc I ntyre , g o t  marr ied t o  a lovely g i rl ,  Suzanne I rw i n .  
Fo r months before t h e  wedd ing  I w racked m y  b rains ,  
trying to f igu re o ut a way tha t  wou ld  make R ich  both 
happy and p roud ,  and make S u za n n e ,  and my hus 
band Dick 's  s ide  o f  the  fam i ly, fee l a part of it too.  I 
wanted to br ing  to the wedd ing some of the neat th ings 
about Zarathushtra's teach ings ,  w i thout be ing  p reachy. 
I wanted to b less  them without  sound i ng  d u m b .  But 
above a l l ,  I wanted them to  enjoy the  Zarathusht rian 
part of the festiv i t ies. 

I conc luded that there was one  h appy ceremo ny, that I 
had loved f rom ch i ldhood , i nto wh ich I cou ld  b lend the 
o ld and the n ew, and which wo u ld accompl ish most of 
my o bject ives - the ses. B u t  n o t  just  any  ord inary 
ses .  A ses that wou ld g ive sp i ri tua l  mean i ng  to each 
material act. A ses that wou ld l i n k  to each material act , 
a sp i ritual teach i ng  of Zarathusht ra's from the Gathas . 
I thought th is b lend ing of the material and the sp i ritual 
wou ld  be a n eat way to demonstrate to them that i n  
Zarathushtra's view, t h e  material and  t h e  sp i ritua l  a re 
both good ,  both part of one  des ign .  I also wanted them 
to un d e rstand that i t  was not e n o ug h  for  u s  to  ask 
God's b less ings for them,  b ut that they, i n  t u rn ,  had to 
b less each other, and b less the i r  wor ld  wi th the i r  words 
an d  actions .  
At once ,  I mob i l ized The Fami ly. My cous in  J enny from 
Cal i forn ia  b ro u g ht the gar land s .  My cous i n  Aash i sh  
fro m  Connect icut b rought he r  ses · imp lements and red 
paste for the tili. My s ister- in- law S i l l a  brought chalk 
t ins from Ind ia to make the chalk des igns .  And I worked 
on c raft ing a spi ri tua l  b less ing for each act of the ses , 
wh ich  wo u ld  b less my be l oved c h i l d re n ,  and  at th e 
same t ime give them the p recious  g i ft of some aspects 
of  Zarat h u s ht ra 's  teach i ng s .  On t he  mo rn i n g  of  t he  
wedding we  assemb led t he  ses on two s i lver t rays-the 
gar lands ,  2 coconuts and s i lver co ins marked with red 
paste ,  nuts ,  dates ,  rice ,  we had no pan l eaves , so we 
su bst i tu ted f res h g re e n  oak  a n d  map le  l eaves ( for  
s t re n gth , long l i fe  and  swee tness ) ,  a d i sh o f  sweet  
yog u rt , some rock  candy, the  ses imp lements ,  and a 
l i gh ted diva . We he ld the  ses o n  o u r  pat io,  with sum
mer f l owers a l l  about u s ,  a nd s u n l i g ht f i l t e r i n g  d ow n 
th rough  the leaves of the  shad e  t rees .  We washed ou r  
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pat io f loor, made a c i rc le of chalk des igns ,  i nto wh ich 
R ich  and Suzanne s tepped , and th is is  how i t  went .  As 
I pe rfo rmed each  mater ia l  act ,  I rec i ted the co r re 
spond i n g s p i r i t ua l  b less i ng .  And t he  s tructu re of t he  
b less i n g s  c o rresponded to an anc ien t  I ran i an  poe t i c  
techn iqu e  o f  s tart ing  and end ing  w i th  t he  same idea -
a tech n ique that  appears in the Gathas as we l l .  
A garland of flowers was placed around each of their necks; 

May God Bless You, 
May you bless each other, 
May you bless the world in which you live; 

In each of their hands was placed a cocon ut ,  nu ts, green 
leaves, silver coins, some rice and rock candy; 

May He be generous to you, 
May you be generous with each other, 
May you be generous to all living things; 

They each received a spoonful of sweet yogurt with a piece of 
rock candy in it; 

May He sweeten your lives, 
May you sweeten each other's lives, 
May you sweeten the lives of all whom you touch; 

A red mark (tili) was placed on the forehead of each one, rice 
was pressed to it, and, with a cracking of knuckles on my 
temples, rice was showered over them both; 

May He instruct with good thinking 
the course of your direction (Gat/zas YS0.6) , 
May He give you understanding and 
enduring strength to lead a good life 
[ Gat/zas, from Y 43. 1  an 2] .  

Hugs and kisses. 
God Bless You and Keep You. 
We Jove you. 

Afte r  I was done ,  a l l  o u r  re latives b lessed them in t u rn 
wi th good w ishes ,  r ice showers ,  hugs ,  k isses , and p re
sents .  We next dec ided ,  by u n an imous  vote , that my 
yo u n g e r  so n ,  J o h n  D i ns haw, l o o ked in d i re need of 
b less i n gs as wel l ,  so i nto the cha lk  c i rc le  he went  ( ri gh t  
foot f i rst ,  natu ra l ly) , and go t  tilied, b lessed , hugged and 
k issed , by pa re nts , aunts , unc les and cous ins .  My fam
i ly  n ext dec ided that D ick  and I looked as thoug h  we 
cou ld use a b less i ng  o r  two ,  so we were o rde red i n to  
t he  cha lk  c i rc le  and  got  b l essed , h u gg ed , k issed and 
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s h owered  wi th  p resen ts i n  t u r n .  We then  pu t  ti/is on  
everyone 's  fo rehead fo r  good  l uck - Bajajs ,  DeVi tres ,  
Ghandys , Mc ln tyres and  Sheridans ,  a l l  got  ti/ied, with 
much laugh ter  and good fe l lowsh ip .  That last act tu rned 
the ses b less ing f rom a spectator  event  in to someth ing  
that  bound us  a l l  together  in to  one  fami ly, as part ic i 
pants .  I t  was l i ke mag ic ,  the change that i t  made i n  the 
mood of the gatheri ng .  
After  the wedd i ng was ove r, and the photo graphs of the 
ses we re developed , I made a l i tt le book fo r R ich and 
S u zan n e ,  so  that  t h ey wou l d  have a permane n t  
remembrance o f  the i r  Zoroast r ian wedd ing b l ess ing .  I n  
th is book I described what w e n t  i nto the  ses t rays , the 
b less i ng  itse l f ,  and pasted photos of the  ses and the 
fami ly. I added a l itt le in t roduct i on ,  and a conclus ion as 
fo l l ows . 
"A ses is a b less ing that i s  g iven on a l l  good occas ions 
- b i rt hdays , weddin gs ,  et cetera.  I t  comb ines the g iv
i n g  of mater ia l  t h i ngs  wi th  sp i r i tua l  g ifts ( b l ess ings )  
because i n  Zarathushtra's teach ings ,  the material and 
the sp i ri tua l  are both good , both pa rt of one  Des ig n ,  
each with its part to p lay i n  bri ng ing  about God's Good 
Ru le .  A central featu re of Zarathushtra's teach ing  is a 
happy b lend ing of rugged i nd ividual ism,  with a sense of 
commun ity. To i l l ustrate : on  the one hand h e  teaches 
that each ind ividual must  choose for h imself o r  herse l f  
(afte r ref lecting wi th a c lear mind)  how he/she wi l l  th ink ,  
speak and act ( ind iv idua l ism) .  On  the  othe r  hand ,  he  
teaches that God l ives i n  each  one of us .  
S o  i n  a very real  sense ,  we a re a l l  part of the same 
who le  ( the commun ity) . The i nd iv idua l  and the com
mun ity, a lso, are both part of one Design ,  each impor
tant  i n  i ts own way. Th i s  comp leme nt i ng  of t he  
i nd iv id ua l  and the  com m u n ity i s  ref lected i n  the  ses 
b less i ng .  Each person who perfo rms a ses  i s  free to 
g ive whatever verbal b less ings he or she chooses ( ind i 
v idual ism) .  And eve ryone gets i n  on the act (the com
mun i ty sp i ri t) . The b less ings I chose were selected to 
i l l ustrate the mean ings of t he  mater ial symbols of the 
ses .  A n d  the  fou rth b l ess i n g  i s  a paraph rase of 
Zarath ush t ra 's  own  words  as they appear  in the  
Gathas .  Yo u may h ave n ot iced tha t  when you were 
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b lessed ,  you stood i n  a c i rc le  o f  cha lk  des igns .  Cha lk  
des igns were a lso p laced on e i the r  s ide  of doorways , 
s ta irways ,  and any  o th e r  p lace that  seemed good.  I 
never knew what these cha lk  d es igns  s tood fo r un t i l  my 
b rothe r  Saros h exp la ined that in anc ient  days , before 
pest ic ides were invented ,  peop le  used to spr ink le l ime 
a ro u n d  t h e house  to  keep the c rawl i n g  bugs  out ,  
because c rawl i ng  i nsects ( i t  was be l i eved) wou ld  not  
c ross a bar ri e r  of l i m e .  The c h a l k  decorat ions  are a 
re mnan t  of that  anc ient custo m .  One  f i na l  t hought .  On 
the path o f  sp i r itua l  p rog ress , or  g rowth , one of the fi rst 
steps is j ust ice. Be ing fai r. But an even h igher  step is 
generos i ty. So be fai r. But  go a step fu rther. Be gen
e rous  to overflowi ng .  God B less You Both , Always . "  
D i d  t h e  S e s  Ceremony exist i n  Zarath usht ra's day? We 
don ' t  know. Certa in ly, some of its mate rial components 
( l i ke  the tilt) have a d i st i nct ively I nd ian character. Ou r  
c reative ancesto rs p robab ly too k  certain symbols f rom 
ancient  I ran (f lowers ,  candy, g reen leaves ,  coi ns , l i gh t 
ed d ivo) , and  added to t h e m  certa i n  symbo ls  wh ich  
t hey picked up from the i r  I nd ian  ne ighbo rs to  come up  
w i t h  the ses as  we know it today. I t  i s  a l aw o f  nature 
that a l l  mater ia l  th ings  change .  But the co re of spi r itu
al  va lues has remained u nchanged th rough the mi l len
n ia  - as val id  today as i t  was i n  Zarathushtra's day. 
And ou r  many ti mes g reat g randch i ldren  wi l l  fi nd these 
values equa l ly va l id  a thousand years f rom now,  if we 
trans mit these beautifu l idea ls to them by wo rd as we l l  
a s  b y  examp le .  
Zarathushtra's advice to b rides and g rooms is as  va l u 
ab le  today as  i t  was  when h e  gave i t  o n  the occas ion of 
h is  daug hter's marriage ,  more than 3 ,000 years ago i n  
the Vah ishto isht i  Gatha:  

"Let each of you try to win the other with truth 
And what's right, and you will both be winners" 

(Y53.5 McIntyre paraphrase of Ins/er translation]) 

I have studied the Gathas for more than ten years now, 
and I st i l l  cont in u e  to f i nd  new ideas in them.  But  fo r a l l  
those years o f  s t udy, I cou ld n ot answer my cous i n  
Aash ish ' s  quest ions :  "Why do  we c rack ou r  kn uckles 
when we do the rice s howe rs?"  Does anyone know? 

end the finest qual ity flowers. 
chocolates. cakes, etc. to you r  
loved ones i n  Bombay with 

a personal ized message from 
$19 and up. 
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A cross-section of community members talk abou t their marriages 

Best T hing That Ever happened To Me 
I f  I want to shock my American friends , the surest way 
is  to te l l  t hem that  my h usband and I we re ma rr ied 
exact ly fou r  weeks f rom the day we met .  That is guar
anteed to evoke a "What! You must have been crazy to 
do that"! and have the i r  eyes pop out .  To my American 
fr iends who 'dated' fo r months or  years before decid i ng 
to take the  fi na l  p lunge ,  it sounds r idicu lous that anyone 
wou ld  take such a b ig step after knowing the man for  
s uch a short t ime . Howeve r crazy they may th ink me to 
be , f rom my po int  of v iew, marryi ng  Bomi  was the 
smartest th ing I ever did i n  my l i fe! 
My h usband,  Bomi, came to Ch icago in 1 969 to obtain 
h is  Master's degree in Engineering and decided to set
tle in  the U .S .A .  In 1 973, he returned to Bombay with 
the intent ion of f ind ing a ' l ife partner' and sett l i ng down. 
My mother- i n - law was asked to check  around  and 
inqu i re about p rospective b rides for h im .  While i n  Bom
bay, he was i n troduced to severa l  young  women ,  
includ ing m e .  We met each other at a mutual friend 's 
home. Even though  I agreed to meet h im,  I was deter
mined not to l i ke h im or have anything to do with h im .  
After a l l ,  I was an educated and l iberated young woman 
who was d ete rmined to marry for love . Anothe r  big 
d rawback was the fact that he  was sett led in U .S .A .  
and ,  com i ng  from a very c lose-kn i t  fami ly, I had no 
i n terest  i n  l eavi ng  my fam i ly and f r iends  to l ive in  a 
country where I knew not a s ing le sou l .  
A l l  that  changed the minute I saw Bomi .  Contrary to the 
'h ipp ie '  image of  h im  I had drawn in  my mind ,  Bomi  was 
clean-cut ,  even by Bombay standards. What rea l ly got 
me ,  were h is  warm ,  sparkl ing eyes and his '/oochha " 
(puckish)  sm i l e  when he  in t roduced h imse l f .  By the  
t ime I left , I was def in i te ly ' inte rested '  in h im .  Therefore, 
when he asked me out a few days late r, I was inte rest
ed in d iscover ing whether we had anyth ing in common. 
By the t ime our f i rst 'date' ended,  I was al ready halfway 
to be ing in love and he now te l ls  me that he had al ready 
decided that I was the one he wanted to marry. How
ever, we went out several more times before he popped 
the quest ion and by that t ime I was crazy about h im. 
G ett i n g  everyth i ng  o rgan ized for  the wedd i ng  wh i l e  
cont i nu i ng  ou r  courtsh ip  was no t  an  easy task ,  bu t  we  
f ina l ly made i t .  Th i s  does no t  mean that I d id  no t  have 
any doubts .  I had doubts about everyth ing : whethe r 
o u r  fee l i ngs  fo r each o ther  were strong  enough  and 

wou ld  t hey  las t ;  doubts about  l eav ing  my fam i ly and 
friends ;  doubts abou t  whethe r  I wou ld  be ab le to adjus t  
to sett l i ng  down in a count ry where I knew absolute ly 
no one .  S leep was a long t ime com ing  most n ig hts 
then ,  but when I was with h im ,  he  made me feel  safe 
and protected .  The doubts and apprehensions contin 
ued even afte r  we we re ma rried,  and g rew upon Bomi 's 
ret u rn to Ch icago.  
Twenty-one years and t h ree ch i ld ren later, we are even 
more in  love than on the day we exchanged ou r  vows, 
and I can now look back o n  my doubts and apprehen
s ions w i th  a smi le .  That  is not to  say that we have not  
been faced w i th  cha l lenges a long the way. 
L i ke i n  a l l  ma rriages , we bo th  had adj u stments to 
make,  g iving  a l i tt le ,  taking a l i tt le .  However, our com
mon backgrounds and upbring ing  h elped us in  rearing 
our ch i ld ren .  We have tr ied to make them independent 
and self-re l iant whi le attempt ing to insti l l  i n  them a p ride 
in  the i r  Zoroastr ian  backg round  and  heri tage .  Even 
though  my own ch i ld ren  say that romantic as ou r  wh i rl 
wind courtsh ip was , they wou ld  not have the guts to go 
the same route in  choos i ng  a spouse, I st i l l  fee l  that 
meet ing  and marrying Bomi was the best th ing that has 
ever happened to me. 
Bachi Damkevala 
Naperville, Illinois 

Marriage - Always a Work in 
Progress 
"Do not quarre l with the revengefu l .  Neve r be a partner 
with an  avaric ious man.  Do  n ot be a comrade of a 
back-b i ter. Do  not jo in the company of persons of i l l  
fame .  Do not  cooperate w i th  the i l l - i n formed. Do not 
enter into any  d iscuss ion with persons of bad repute. 
Speak  in  a n  assemb l y  a ft e r  matu re cons ide rat ion .  
Speak with moderat ion in  t h e  p resence o f  kings . . .  " 
G raduat io n  advice f rom a parent  to an  ado lescent?  
Sage words to  a young  man or  woman about to embark 
on  a caree r? 
Not real ly. The advice ,  de l ive red in ancient  Pazand ,  is 
part of the  pr iest ly ashirwad, o r  benedict ion ,  d i rected at 
the marrying Zarthusti coup le .  
Be ing  not fam i l i a r  w i th  Pazand ,  it was on ly recent ly, 
upon  encoun ter ing  a trans lat i on , t hat I rea l i zed t he  



import of the  l i tany I had heard showered upon me and 
H utokhsh i  as we were married .  
What  an unusual setting fo r s uch  counse l ,  I concluded .  
On  second thought ,  how typical of the beautiful p racti
cal ity of  our fait h .  
Yes ,  the coup le shou ld enjoy a l ong  and  happy marr ied 
l i fe .  Yes ,  may they be blessed with numerous healthy 
and happy ch i l d ren .  But the way to ensure a l l  th i s ,  the 
ashirwad suggested to me, is to please use your com
mon sense, to please be just as wise and sensitive in 
dealing with each other and your children as you 
should be with the rest of the world. One need not sub
scr ibe to the ashirwad l ite ra l ly  to appreciate i ts  in ten
t ion . 
Certa in ly, the best and most fu l f i l l i n g  aspects of any 
ma rriage are the effort less and unp lanned words and 
act ions  that emanate f rom lov i ng  fee l i ngs  for each 
other, fee l ings often t rans lated in to the s imple des i re for 
each other's company, the shar ing of meals ,  out ings ,  
tasks , etc . 
And certain ly, marr iage is a special  relat ionsh ip ,  sus
ta i ned by emotion rather than calcu lation .  
Yet as  the  bened ict ion  s u gg ests ,  marriage i n  some 
ways is  no d ifferent from any othe r  re lationsh ip  and has 
to be tended careful ly, constant ly and d i l i gent ly to be 
fulfi l l i ng .  
So no  gesture of affect ion ,  no exp ress ion of endear
ment ,  is trivial i n  ou r  home.  Our  o lder son Malcolm is 
the latest to jo in in what has become a fami ly game , 
and one day I hope l ittle Burj is w i l l ,  too. Th is is how it 
goes: any one of us, at any time, for no  rhyme or  rea
son,  is  apt to b reak the s i lence by saying,  "Hey, I fo rgot 
to te l l  you someth ing . "  To which the othe r  wi l l  look up 
in what is now wel l - rehearsed puzzle ment. "I love you ," 
the perpetrator of the p rank wi l l  go  on  after the pause, 
drawing the response, " I  l ove you ,  too . "  
I hes itated to put  th is  down on  pape r because i t  sounds 
so corny; I never imag ined I 'd  be the one saying such 
th ings .  I can on ly say that i t 's not so corny when I can 
see my spouse's or  son 's face l i gh t  up du ring the l itt le 
rout ine .  And I know it has a s im i la r  effect on  me. 
I s  this a particu larly Zarthust i  th ing  to do? I wou ldn 't 
know. I can 't even recal l  what prompted me to start it . 
I t  just seems to fit my concept of our re l ig ion as one that 
is s imp le and pract ical .  Do whatever wo rks for you ,  i t 
seems to te l l  me. 
I fo r one ,  s ustain myse l f  eve ry day with aphorisms .  
Whethe r  i t ' s  the ma i nstay of  our  fa i th  - Humata, 
Hukhta, Huvereshta - o r  someth ing ascr ibed to lesser 
authors .  Let  me share one  that I have long cher ished 
and have found to be particu larly meaningfu l  now that 
I 'm a fathe r. I t  is t i t led "Ch i ld re n  Learn What They Live . "  
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I F  a ch i ld l ives with cr i t ic ism , he  learns to condemn,  
IF  a ch ild l ives with hosti l ity, he learns to f ight ,  
IF a chi ld lives with ridicule ,  he  learns to be shy, 
I F  a ch i ld  l ives with shame, he learns to feel gu i lty, 
IF a chi ld l ives with tole rance ,  he learns to be pat ient ,  
I F  a chi ld l ives wi th encouragement, he learns conf idence , 
I F  a chi ld l ives with praise , he learns to appreciate, 
IF a chi ld l ives with fairness, he learns just ice, 
IF a ch i ld l ives with security, he  learns to have faith ,  
I F  a ch i l d  l ives with approval ,  he learns to l ike h imsel f ,  
I F  a ch i ld l ives wi th acceptance and friendsh ip ,  
He  learns to f ind love in the wor ld .  

These are s imp le verit ies that could have come out  of 
the Avesta, which itself offers i nnumerable simple veri
t ies: be  righteous and truthfu l ,  l ive v irtuous ly, help the 
needy, act wisely, and so on. 
Oh, my wife and I have strayed from these ideals more 
often than e i ther  of us cares to count .  Hars h  wo rds ,  
pe tu lance and incons iderate behav i o r  a re  no t  u t ter  
s t rangers in  our  househo ld . What a lways he l ps us 
recove r qu ickly f rom such setbacks is that  we 've left 
roo m  for human fo ib les .  Neither of us ,  nor our  ch i l d re n ,  
have t o  b e  o n  perfect good behavio r  every waki ng  
moment to be deserving o f  each othe r's affection .  Mar
riage, we have concluded, is always going to be a work 
in progress. 
Porus Cooper 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey. 

Parsi-Persian - the Difference is 
More Than the Food or Rituals 
Somebody once asked me: "What is you r  cultu re?" ,  to 
wh ich I rep l ied :  " I t's agri-cu lture . "  Regard ing my wife's 
c u lt u re ,  I am s t i l l  learn i ng  about  i t .  I was ra ised i n  
Karachi in  a tradit ional Parsi fami ly. I came t o  the U . S .  
for h i gher education , completed m y  studies and mar
r ied Kataykoon Poo ladzandi ,  a Zarth usti settled in the 
U .S .  fo r ten years ,  whose fundame ntals were deve l 
oped in  a very conservative fami ly i n  Teh ran .  Du ri ng  
e i gh t  yea rs o f  o u r  f ru i tf u l  marr iage we have expe ri 
enced d istinctive d ifferences in ou r  cul tu res that have 
tru ly spiced up our  married life. I 'm  p roud to say that 
ou rs was the  first Pars i -Pers ian wedding i n  Southe rn 
Cal iforn ia .  The ceremony was unique because it was 
a b lend of rituals and customs .  The food served was 
American to p lease both commun it ies . 
It does not take a rocket scientist to f igure out the d is
t inctive differences in  food and cu lture , but the greatest 
cha l lenge came in our marriage when we had to ra ise 
ou r  wonderful  daughter, Anah ita. I had a diffe rent  per
spective from my wife's , both be ing raised i n  d iffe_rent 
parts of the worl d .  I must admit that ou r  perspect ives 
d i d  not j ive , t he re was a lot of rock  'n ro l l .  It took some 
t ime and ene rgy before the two perspect ives s tarted 
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do ing  the waltz. Th is is an i mportant cons iderat ion if 
one decides to marry outside the fo ld .  
The next cha l l enge was develop i ng a good re lat ionsh ip 
with ou r  parents- in - law. My wife cou ld not re late to cer
tain th ings  my parents were do ing . I bas ical ly had a 
language barrier  with them because I don ' t  speak Per
s ian and they d id  not speak, u nde rstand o r  compre
hend e i ther Eng l ish o r  G ujarat i effective ly. Th is  at t imes 
caused certa in  m isunderstand ings .  
I personal ly have no t  had any earth-shaking p rob lems 
in my re lat ionsh ip .  There are a lot of s im i lar i t ies in  ou r  
moral and  eth ical val ues.  We  share t he  same p rofes
s iona l  d isc i p l i nes  and  s tandards .  We t ry to respect 
each other 's v iewpo i nt .  In s p i te of the rol l e r  coaste r  
rides we experienced in  ou r  marriage due  to cu l tu ra l  
d ifferences , if somebody wou ld sti l l  ask me to rate my 
wife on a scale of i to 1 0 , I wou ld  wi thout any hes ita
tion g ive her a resound ing 1 1  ! 
Keep in m ind  that the key to ou r  successfu l  marr iage 
l ies i n  the fact that we are a lways look ing for : "Unity 
Within Our Diversity. " 

By Meher Dadabhoy Amalsad 
Westminster, California 

Thoughts on Being a Zoroastrian-Jew
ish Family 
I 'm  Zoroastr ian and my husband's Jewish .  I t's not unt i l  
someone asks a bout  h is rel ig ious he ritage ,  though,  that 
I th ink  of h im that way. I t h i nk  of h im as a f riend,  a part
ner, a father. When he infuriates me (yes ,  i t  happens) , 
I see the di ffe rences between us  accentuated, and then 
I see us as coming from two d ifferent worlds ,  the com
mun icat ion  l i n es between wh ich  a re d i st u rbed by 
u ngodly static. 
It 's then that I th ink of him as be ing American ( rathe r 
than Jewish) and myself as not. Perhaps h is Jewish 
identity does not loom large in  my mind because it does 
not loom large  in h is .  Perhaps i t 's because he 's lox and 
bagels variety Jewish rathe r  that yarmulke variety Jew
ish . Perhaps it's because h is  sense of be ing seems to 
center around a cu l tural identity rather  than a rel i g ious 
ident ity, although we both real ize how closely entwi ned 
the two often  are . 
As everyone who's been i n  a marr iage knows , i t  can be 
wonderfu l ,  bu t  i t 's  never easy. A marr iage between 
peop le of two differen t cu ltu res poses i ts  own un iq ue 
cha l l enges .  I s  i t any eas i e r  because Juda ism and 
Zo roastrian ism share so much h istory? 
Maybe what we have i n  com mon does somewhat raise 
the comfort level between the two cu l tures . It 's p roba
bly not po l i t ica l ly  correct to say th is , and I don 't mean to 
triv ia l ize,  but what str i kes me as one o f  the strongest 

connect ions between the  Jewish and Zo roas t r ian com
m u n it ies , and the one  that b l u rs many of the d is t inc
t ions (at  least  on face- level) , is that our  peop le  look so 
much l i ke each  o ther, and they share certa in  cu l tu ra l 
a rchetypes .  A ' bawa' nose ,  after  a l l , can on ly f ind its 
true match i n  a Jewish nose .  The  stereotype o f  the  
Jewish mother with her  overbea ri ng mate rna l  attent ion 
is para l l e led by the stereotypes of  A lama i  o r  S i r i n bai  
dom i neer ing t he i r  p rogeny  wi th do t i ng  p r ide .  The  
anc ient  bu t  fam i l iar  rhythms of ou r  dasturs' chant ing  i n  
Avesta reminds t he  Jewish ea r  of t he  rabbi 's resonant  
Hebrew chants .  
Of cou rse ,  the re's the quest ion of t he  ch i ld ren .  The i r  b i 
cu l tu ral heritage en riches the i r  l ives in  numerous ways 
but i t  a lso compl icates th ings .  Having  decided togeth
er  to ra ise them as Zo roast rians ,  the respons ib i l ity of 
do ing so fa l l s  so lely on me.  I t 's a daunt ing chal lenge .  
The i r  sense of ident i ty can 't he lp but  be d iffe rent f rom 
that  of the i r  Zoroast rian-Ame rican peers .  The i r  f riends 
don ' t  eat  sev on some fest ive occas ions,  l i ght a Meno
rah on others ,  and put  up a Ch ristmas tree to boot. 
My f riends sometimes ask me what my l ife wou ld  have 
been l i ke if I ' d  married a Zoroastrian . I wi l l  never know. 
I feel p retty lucky to be in a marriage whe re I have the 
partner  I need and want, and can sti l l  be who I am.  And 
as h usbands  and wives of a l l  c u lt u res and re l ig i o ns  
know, a l o t  of commitment  and  some luck have much to 
do with be ing happy togethe r. 
Zarine Weil 
Oak Park, Illinois 

A Perspective on Mixed Marriages 
Being a part of a mixed marr iage can be a very en l ight
en ing  expe rience.  I have g rown exponent ia l l y  s i nce  
meet i ng  Cyrus . I have had the p leas u re of meet i ng  
some of  t he  most we l l -s poken , generous  peop le  I 
know. I have t rave led to fo re i gn  p laces and tasted 
othe r  c u l tu res .  Most of a l l ,  I h ave d iscove red t hat 
unde rneath we are not a l l  that d ifferent. I am richer  for  
the exper ience. 
I have tr ied several t imes to verbal ize an answer to the 
q uest ion :  "What are the sacr i f ices and c ha l l enges 
faced by peop le i n  a m ixed marr iage?" What I thought  
was go ing  to be an easy quest ion to answer, tu rned ou t  
to be very diff icu l t .  S i nce I nor  my spouse have eve r 
been i n  another marriage ,  it is hard to say what makes 
th is one d ifferent .  Al l I have to go on  is my observat ion  
of re lat ionsh ips around me and my i nst i ncts . 
Ou r marr iage is a l itt le d i ffe rent than most - ou r  ent i re 
re lati onsh i p has been a l i tt le  d i ffe rent .  We had to ta lk  
about  spec i f ic i ssues ear ly on ,  befo re marr iage was 
even a thought .  We had to d iscuss and accept the s im 
i lar i t ies and d ifferences i n  ou r  re l i g i ons  and ou r  upb ring -



i ng .  We had to decide if we cou ld hand le the potent ia l  
cr i t ic ism tha t  sometimes fo l lows a m ixed re la t ionsh i p .  
We had  to  th i n k  about ou r  fami l ies , how we wou ld ra ise 
our ch i ld ren and what our prio ri t ies were .  And when we 
decided to get married there were two cu l tu res to  con
s ider. We had to th i nk  about  how we cou ld comb ine  
ou r  fam i ly and rel ig ious tradit ions .  
Commun icat ion in a m ixed marr iage is a l itt le d ifferent .  
There is a real need tor the couple to d iscuss th ings at  
a d eeper  l evel . I n  o rder to u nderstand each other 's  
pe rspect ive , you must  unde rs ta n d  what shaped that 
perspect ive and determine if i t  is st i l l  va l id o r  not .  Th is  
leads to long ,  somet imes frustratin g ,  necessary con
ve rsat ions .  Commun icat ions  with o ther  fam i ly mem
be rs chan ges a l i tt l e  b it too . A l l  coup les g o  t hough  
some of th is .  
The re are a lways those who wi l l  argue that a sacrif ice 
must  be  made in  the rel ig ious and cu lt u ra l  upbri ng ing  of 
ch i l d ren .  However, it is not a sacri f ice to rai se  ch i ld ren 
in  a different re l igion from you r  own . I want ou r  ch i ld ren 
to g row up in  a spir itual env i ronment ,  with exposu re to 
n ume rous perspectives .  And it i s  n ot a sacrif ice for ch i l 
d ren to g row up learn i ng  about a cu l tu re and re l ig ion 
u nfami l iar  to others.  Divers ity on ly adds to the i r  inte l l i 
gence and understanding of the wor ld .  
Marriage ,  of any kind ,  takes work. There must be 
love , mutual  respect, t rust and acceptance by both 
parties.  The couple must be open-minded ,  free-th ink
i ng  and honest with themselves and  each other. 
When  these th ings ho ld true, the marriage wi l l  be 
strong ,  regardless of cu l tural o r  re l ig io us backg round.  
By Cathy Bamji 
S ilver Springs, Maryland 

The Best Years of My Life 
I g rew up  i n  Bombay, i n  a midd le-class fami ly. I had a 
happy ch i ldhood. My parents a lways praised my abi l i 
t ies and gu ided me i n  my quest  for knowledge .  More
over, as a Pars i ,  I felt that I had specia l  status among 
the  Ind ians .  
I had attended a very good boys ' schoo l .  I had f in ished 
eng ineering col lege; fo r boys o n ly, i n  those days .  My 
encounters wi th girls were l im ited to family, ne ighbors ,  
and occas iona l ly, s isters of my schoo l  f riends .  I had 
vague ly thought o f  having  g i rl f riends .  But  every t ime I 
t r ied to screw up the courage to ask  a g i rl ou t  to go to 
the movies with me, I felt I wou ld  be rejected .  I knew 
that her parents wou ld  object ; or o u r  mo the rs wou ld  
s tart cons u lt i ng  astro logers to  see  i f  ou r  s igns  we re 
compat ib le .  So I went  to the movies wi th othe r  boys ,  
and contented myself by just watch ing  the romance on 
the screen .  O r  we went to The Jewel Box to s ip  espres 
so and watch the gi r ls walk by. I l onged to be i n  Amer-
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ica, where boys and g i r ls had such a wonderfu l  t ime 
togethe r. And I d reamed of the Pars i  g i rl s  who wou ld  
l i ne  up to marry me after my tr iumphant retu rn to I nd ia .  
So in 1 967, with the help of Pars i  charit ies ,  I came to 
the richest  country i n  the world. I had enro l led i n  the 
bus iness schoo l at the Un ive rs ity of M ich igan . I t  was 
Septembe r. The g rass was g reen , t he  weather  coo l  
and inv igorat i ng .  The evenings were downright cold. 

The n ,  d u r i n g t he  sp r i ng  semeste r, I met J udy. She  
wanted t o  know a l l  about me ,  about I nd ia ,  about the 
Pars is .  She though t  I was coo l :  a g raduate student 
who knew everyth i ng .  I thought  I was hot :  a very hand
some dude ,  with the world in  h is  palms .  The evenings 
suddenly got very sultry. 

She was on ly i 9; bu t  she  knew the real world . S h e  
wanted t o  get ma rried rig ht  away. I was flatte red . She  
sa id  two can l ive as cheap ly as  one .  We wou ld have 
enough to l ive on from my ass istantsh ip and her l i b rary 
job, and even have some money l eft over! I agreed. 
And she would cook, c lean , and care fo r me so that I 
cou ld study hard and f in ish my deg ree.  I loved her for 
wanting me so much. 
Judy's pa ren ts were devout P rotes tants . They we re 
conce rned about  the i r  daughter 's futu re with an I ndian . 
I exp la i ned  tha t  I was a Pa rs i ,  a Zo roastrian ,  and i f  
there is on ly  one  God ,  I be l ieved in the same G od as 
the C h ris t ians .  I was a descenden t  of Cyrus , t he  
Ano inted One.  Judy would be free to p ractice her  own 
be l iefs . I ag reed to go to c h u rch  a few t imes , and I 
found the sermons qu ite to my l ik ing .  The hymns were 
insp i ri ng .  I cou ld see that th is  was a great society. I 
wanted to become American in every way. Now I too 
wanted to get married right away. 
We were marr ied by Judy's pastor  i n  h e r  parents '  
home . My  co l lege-mate Mahmud ,  was my witness .  
We moved into a one-bedroom apartment  near the col
lege ,  and  then I wrote to my parents what I had done. 
My poor mother, she  never d id u nderstand why I had to 
get married so soon .  She wrote that I was only 24 !  I f  
she had known , she wou ld  have found  someone fo r me 
in  Bombay. I wrote back :  "Don ' t  wo rry. Judy is very 
much l i ke a Zo roastrian .  And we love each other. "  My 
dad wrote back that that was f ine ,  but will I be returning 
to India now? 
Everyth i ng  went g reat fo r 1 O years .  I got a jo� with 
Ford .  We had two ch i ld ren - Jimmy and Jasm ine .  I 
became a U . S .  c i t izen .  We had a detached home with 
a 2 -car  garage i n  Dearborn ; and a b usy soc ial l ife -
with ne ighbors ,  Judy's church f ri ends ,  P.T.A. We took 
vacat ions .  We went  camp ing .  We had parties , new 
cars . We v is i ted I nd ia and Eu rope .  We were living the 
American dream. 
Then i t  happened ! I s t i l l  remember  that day - my 35th 
b i rthday - when I rea l i zed that i t  rea l ly was a d ream .  I 
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had lost  touch with my fami ly, my school f r ie nds ,  my 
own be ing .  I was not gett ing anywhere in my caree r. I 
had  no rea l  friends of my own . My wife wanted ou r  
ch i ld ren  to accept Christ .  She  said I was no t  such a 
good example to them. And un less I became a Ch rist
ian ,  how wou ld  we be together in  heaven?  A few more 
years went by. We had d ifferen t  ideas about  ra i s i ng  
ch i l d ren ;  d iscip l i n ing  them . I cons idered "man"  as  bas i 
ca l ly  good . Judy thought  the world was co rrupt and s i n 
f u l .  We went  for  fam i l y  counse l i n g .  My dream was 
unra veling. 
I t u rned 40. I began longing for the good o ld  days , my 
carefree f ri ends ,  my cari ng  pa rents ,  my roots . J udy 
sa id she sti l l  loved me . I wondered if her idea of love 
was somehow different from mine. 
We thought  a change in scenery m ight he lp .  I changed 
jobs. We moved to a suburb of Los Angeles. My son 
got beaten up  at school .  My daughter went  out  of con
tro l .  More counse l ing .  I knew there was a Zoroastrian 
Center  there .  I wanted to learn about my re l i g ion .  I 
wan ted my c h i ld ren to meet other Zarthust i  ch i l d ren .  
Why cou ldn 't my  ch i ldren be l i ke t he  Zarthust i ch i l d ren 
at the Center? Loving ,  thoughtfu l ,  and ach ieving? Was 
it the religion, the culture, or the upbringing? 
But it was too late . Jasmine d idn ' t  fit in because she 
was a b lond .  J immy d idn ' t  care fo r the p rayers that he 
d idn 't understand (but he d id  l i ke the food ! ) .  Judy said 
that the Zarthustis have a lot of nerve; coming to th is 
country and be ing so open ly racist . And why d id I look 
so happy talk in g  with the  Pa rs i  lad ies i n  G uja rati ? I 
began studying  the Gathas . I began to go to the meet
ings without my family. And I began to find myself. 
Today, J udy and I have been divorced for five years .  I 
h ave an o ld car  and l ive by myself i n  a smal l  apartment 
i n  the c ity. But I have found peace and happiness i n  my 
work, i n  my su rround ings ,  my new friends .  My ch i ld ren 
say that they love me, understand me, and want my 
help in  ach ievi ng  the i r  potentia ls .  Judy is happy back 
i n  Mich igan , p reparing to be a Methodist m in ister. 
And at last, I know what Zarthusti love is .  It is a love 
that does not j udge,  demand ,  or  seek a reward . I t  is a 
love k ind led by the f lames of fr iendsh ip ,  contentment  
and peace - flames that are de l iberately l i t  f rom the 
eternal f i re of be ing .  Love is friendship set afire! 
[Name withheld upon reques t] 

Parsi Marriage Law in India 
I n  the U .S .A . , laws are genera l ly  appl icab le to a l l  per
sons regard less of their re l i g ious  affi l iat ions . By con
trast ,  a number of other legal  systems have laws which 
can only app ly to specif ied rel i g ious  and eth n ic com
mun it ies .  I n  I nd ia ,  separate laws on  personal matte rs 

such as marriage , divorce and inheri tance have been 
enacted fo r Christ ians , H indus ,  Mus l ims and Pars is . 
The h is torical reasons fo r the Pars i  laws are i nterest
i n g .  At one  t ime , a l l  rel i g ious matte rs were handled by 
Pars i  p r i ests , but c r im i na l  and  c i v i l  mat ters we re 
en trusted to a Panchayet .  The Panchayet had  t he  
autho ri ty to  impose penal t ies , such  as  excommun ica
t ion , f ines and even pub l ic  beat ings with shoes .  Late r, 
t he  B ri t i sh  set  up a l ega l  syste m  for  t he  P res idency  
towns of Bombay, Mad ras and Calcutta , under  wh ich 
Pars is  were subjected to Eng l i sh  law. For Pars i s  out
s ide the  P res i dency towns ,  the courts tr ied to app ly 
laws based on  Parsi customs .  If no customary law was 
found ,  Eng l i sh  law was appl ied.  In 1 835,  the e ldest son 
of a weal thy Pars i  t r ied to deprive the other ch i ld ren  of 
p roperty by claiming the ent i re estate under  the Eng l i sh  
law ru l e  of pr imogen itu re .  A la rmed by th is  d eve lop
ment ,  the Pars is appealed to the Legis lat ive Counc i l  
wh ich passed a law in  1 837 to deny the  son 's c la im .  
Pleased by th is success ,  a Pars i  Law Associat ion was 
formed to s tudy Pars i  c ustoms and  to suggest  t he  
enactment of Pars i laws on marriage,  i nheri tance and 
succession .  The Associatio n  deve loped d raft codes 
and i n  1 865 two statutes on marr iage and d ivorce and 
inheri tance were passed .  
Pars i  Marriage Law is  now contained in the Parsi Mar
riage and Divorce Act, 1 936, as amended in 1 988 .  The 
Act def ines a "Parsi" as be ing a "Pars i  Zoroastrian" .  I n  
keep ing with the then custom of  in fant marriages ,  the 
1 865 law d id not d i rectly p roh ib it them, but requ i red the 
parents or  guardian o f  a person under  2 1  years of age 
to  consent  to the marriage .  Now, under the changes 
made i n  1 988, the requ i red ages for a val id marr iage 
are 21 years for a male and 1 8  years for a fema le .  

Two other  important condi t ions must a lso  be met .  The 
part ies m ust not be re lated to each othe r  i n  any of  33 
ways , cal led p roh ib ited degrees of consangu in ity and 
aff in ity, la id out i n  a schedu le to the Act .  Second ly, the 
marriage m ust be perfo rmed accord i n g  to the Pars i  
fo rm of ceremony ca l led ashirwad by a p riest , i ncl ud ing  
a Dastu r o r  Mobed ,  in  the p resence of  two Pars i  wit
nesses. 
At one t ime ,  po lygamy was practiced by some Pars is ,  
b ut a majo rity of the  commun ity objected to  t he  p rac
t ice. The Panchayet tr ied to regu late such marr iages 
by i n s ist i ng  that  such  un i ons  mus t  rece ive i ts p ri o r  
approval .  A proh ib i t ion was t hus  p laced in  the 1 865 law 
and a Pars i  cannot remarry i n  the l i fet ime of h is spouse ,  
un less the marriage is p roperly d isso lved . A b igamous 
marr iage i s  subject to pena l t ies p rovided i n  t he  I nd ian 
Penal  Code .  A p riest who conducts a b igamous mar
riage ceremony may be imprisoned o r  f ined .  

After the ashirwad i s  completed , t h e  marr iage must  b e  
cert i f i ed b y  t h e  offic iat ing pr iest .  T h e  cert i f icate m u s t  b e  



s ig ned by the pr iest ,  the partners to the marr iage and 
the two witnesses. The certif icate is sen! to a Reg istrar 
who ente rs it on  a Register. 
A Parsi marr iage can be term inated in two ways. F i rst ,  
i f  th e marr iage is  not  consum mated du e  to natu ra l  
causes , e i ther party may seek a Decree of Nu l l l ity. I n  
such a case t h e  law supposes that there was no lawfu l  
marriage  f rom t he  start. Second ly, e i ther  party may 
also seek a D ivorce on  several  g ro unds ,  i n c l ud i ng  
p regnancy o f  which the h usband was ignorant  of a t  t he  
t ime  of marriage ,  adu lte ry, crue l ty, caus ing  'g r ievo us  
h urt ' ,  desertion , and  ceas ing to  be a Pars i .  A number  
of co n d it i ons  are app l icab le  under  each g round  fo r 
d ivorce .  S ince i 988, a d ivorce may also be obtained 
by mutual  consent  of the  part ies on  the g round  that  
they have been l ivi ng separate ly  for  a per iod of  one 
year. The parties must  show that they cou ld  not adjust  
to each othe r  and have not been able to l ive togethe r. 
A d ivo rce by m utual consent cannot be obta ined du ri ng 
the f i rst year of marriage .  
Seve ra l  cou rts ,  kn own a s  Pars i  C h i e f  Mat rimon ia l  
Courts ( in  fo rmer Presidency towns) and  Pars i  D istrict 
Matrimon ia l  Courts ( in other  areas) have been set up  to 
hear  cases of nu l l ity, d ivo rce ,  etc.  In the P residency 
towns , t he  court is pres ided over  by a High Co u rt  
Judge , assisted b y  five delegates who act a s  j ury. The 
law is appl ied by the Judge and questions of fact are 
decided by a majority of the de legates. The d elegates 
are Parsis who are appointed for a term of ten years by 
the government after taking i nto account the op in ions  
of the local community. 
The  system of fact-find i ng  de legates has been c ri t i 
c ized by the jud iciary and the community. I t  is c la imed 
that in some  cases 'perverse '  d ec is i ons  h ave been  
reached by  de legates. The  de legates occupy the same 
posit ion as an American jury, although  the ju ry system 
has long been abolished in  I ndia. 
Kersi B. Shroff, Derwood, Maryland 
[Shroff is an attorney specializing in International 
Law at the Library of Congress] 

Health Hazard! Mixing Little Kids 
with Older Parents 
Just l i ke most Zarthustis , baby-boomers in the U . S .A .  
are marrying  later and general ly de layin g having ch i l 
d re n  to  e njoy the i r  p rosperity l onge r. B ut t h i s  has 
res u lted i n  some unexpected p rob lems . Backache is 
the most common plaint of anybody do ing th e heavy 
l i f t i n g  of parenthood. "By the t ime you are 40, there are 
a l l  k i nds  o f accumu lat io n  of musc le imba lances and  
postural p rob lems that make the  sp ine  more vu lne rable 
than when you are 25,"  says Christ ine Hughes , a phys
ica l  therapist in Portland , Orego n .  
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Not o n l y do the paren ts need to be phys ica l ly strong 
and l i mbe r, bu t  they a lso  need faster re f lexes to  d uck 
the u nexpected b lows and sudden  movements of the 
ch i l d re n  that can resu lt in cu t  l i ps  or b lack eyes . 
Marry i n g  la te and  havi ng  ch i l d re n  after  30 is noth i ng 
new to Pars is  i n I nd i a  and  Pak is tan , where a l l  Pars i  
homes have ayahs and servants to do the heavy work 
and carin g  of ch i ld ren .  In America,  th i ngs  a re d ifferent .  
The only solution is to marry early, and ha ve all the chil
dren before the mother turns 30. 

On Doing the Right Thing in Marriage 
A SERMON BY ASHO SPITAMAN ZARATHUSHTRA 

BY SHAHRYAR NouSH I  

The Purpose and Necessity to Marry: 
"Woman was created to become a mother, 
Man was created to become a father, 
Those who look upon me as their preacher 
Of Ahura M azda's Divine Laws 
Prayer and communion is of a grade h igher, 
When two ,  in Ho ly Wedlock, do so together. "  
Why Marry Within the Community: 
"Your  faith is strengthened when you marry your kind , 
For you can p ray together and so lace f ind 
In ceremonies and r i tuals jo intly participating, 
The noble rel ig ious customs fol lowing and respect ing,  
And in your  personal  l ives pr ime purity maintain ing . "  
Companionship in Marriage: 
"A man who has l ived a devout and pious l ife 
And dies righteously, owes much to his good wife; 
Two human sou ls who feel they are jo ined fo r l ife, 
They, i n  their sorrow, each other strengthened. 
I n  their good fortune together rejo icing ,  
To each other  in a l l  pain min istering,  
And with such cherished memories at last parting."  
Hints for i1 Better Marriage Relationship: 
"Msrriage is undoubtedly a True Road to Paradise ,  
To be  True ,  a marriage must  qu ickly compromise 
D ifferences o f  opinion, and also m ust p roceed from 
Common sympathy and oneness of feel ings and thoughts .  
For  the love o f  un ity, amity and  harmony, 
Both together  shal l  never get angry, 
So  that if none Angre Mainyu takes over, 
The other keeps quiet ,  and in S penta Mainyu takes cover." 

Role Qf the Matchmaker: 
Twice blessed are those married and who 
He lp  others ,  t he  lonesome, to  do so too ;  
C redit or  any earthly reward shou ld  not be sought, 
Than g reater the honor and merit i n  h eaven be got." 
Role of the Parents: 
With  the accumu lated wisdom from the i r  fore-fathers ,  
Very fortunate are  they  who have parents to guide, 
Doub ly un lucky who their sound  advice set aside;  
Even after wedlock,  the i r  parents '  ongo ing counse l ing ,  
Helps surmount  sto rmy tides, marriage vows always abide." 

[From Rathaestar, Newsletter of the Zoroastrian  Association of 

Victoria, Australia , May 1994] 
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Si'A GE SET FOR 7TH NA. ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH CONGRESS 
The Seventh North American Youth Congress promises to be 
an exciting event for the Zoroastrian Youth . The Congress 
wi l l  p rovide an excel lent opportun ity for the youth to learn our 
history and rel igion , and exchange ideas about our  cu lture. 
With the theme "Bridges to the Future , "  we hope to focus this 
Congress on ways to uncover and overcome cha l lenges 
facing Zoroastrian Youth as we look to the future. 

This fun-fil led meeting wil l be held at Stanford Un iversity, 
California, from June  30 to Ju ly 4, 1 995. Accomodations wil l  
be provided for four nights ,  and we encourage participants to 
stay with us on  campus to foster togetherness and have a 
great t ime. 

Program iB oolk Adlv ert�s eme nts 

As part of the Congress , we wi l l  publ ish and distr ibute a 
program book to the 300+ attendees and local res idents . 
This book wil l  contai n  information about da i ly events , speak
ers , discussion papers and art icles .  We encourage you to 
place an advertisement in the program book. By advertising 
you wil l help p rovide a quality program that is affordable for 
the Zoroastrian  youth .  

The deadl ine for  advertisements is  M ay 26, 1 995. Prices for 
ads a re as follows : 
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•interactive sessions 

"Expressive presentations 
"Educational skits 

"'Trips in the San Francisco Bay Area 
"'Pulsating social events 

The organizing committee would l ike to g ive youth an oppor

A fin al T hought • • •  

To make th is Congress a success ,  the ZYC 95 organizing 
committee urges a l l  Zoroastrian youth to attend and take an 
active ro le in th is Congress. It has been a u nifying experi
ence for the Persian and Parsi youth of Northern Ca lifo rn ia 
who have managed to put this action-packed program 
together. We hope that this Congress wil l  provide en lighten
ment, and many last ing memories of the  Summer of 1 995 . 

tun ity to del iver a 20 minute speech on a topic related to ....--------------------7 
Zoroastrianism .  We also plan to  have 4-6  educational/ 
entertaining · presentat ions prepared by youth throughout 
North America . This presentation can be done by an indi
vidual o r  group ;  it can be a skit , song , or anything you can 
think of. 

Those interested in either the speech or the presentation 
should submit a one page abstract to the ZYC95 committee 
by Apri l 1 5 ,  for considerat ion. 

Attendees to ZVC95 are invited to submit a textual/visual 
display on some aspect of Zoroastr ian l i fe they wish to share 
with other Zoroastrian youth as part of a Bu lletin Board 
Exhibit . And if you have a special talent LET US KNOW! 
This is you r chance to participate in ou r talent show . 

If you hav e any ques tlons obo ut t he 
Congress. spe eches. pres entations.  or 

advertising . ple ase write or col l :  

: .:::::ttt::\/r:: zvc§'s : .••• : : ??? 
P .O .  Box 8004 

§ianfofrt 9A s4�9$ r 

Darius Kasad 41 5/591 -281 3 
Shahryar Aryani 408/248-2491 
e-mai l :  zyc95@least . sun . com 

ZYC Org anlzlng Commit tee 

sign-up now by registering on nexl page! 
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The 1 995 Zoroastrian Youth Congress will be held a t  S tanford. California from June 30th t o  July 4th. Our theme is "Bridges t o  the 
Fu ture" .  This Congress provides an opportuni ty for young Zoroastrians to learn our hi story and re ligion .  exchange ideas about our cul
ture . and help chart the fu ture of the community. The target age for participants is between 14 to 35 years. Please fill out th is registration 
fonn and mail it to: ZYC95 Registrar, 6 Somerset Court, Belmont, CA 94002. 

The reg istration fee includes all meals for Saturday, S unday, Monday. breakfast and lunch for Tuesday, all the programs plus a souvenir 
g ift .  The registration fee wi th accommodation also inc ludes 4 nights stay at a S tanford University donnitory. For more information 
please contact Darius Kasad @ ( 4 1 5) 5 9 1 -28 l 3 or Shahryar Aryani @ ( 408) 248-249 1 .  The cost of registration is as follows: 

Date {postmarked) 
Prior to 5/5/95 
Between 5/6/95 and 6/5/95 
After 6/5/95 

With Accom modation 
$230 .00 
$260.00 
$3 30.00 

Without Accom modation 
$ 1 80 .00 
$2 1 0.00 
$280.00 

Canceliation Charge 
No charge 
$70.00 
No Refund 

Note that there are only 300 spaces available at this Congress and these will be filled on a first come first-served basis. so please register 
early. A confinnation le tter will be sent Lo you by 6/1 5/95. To provide higher quality program , we ask for your generous donation ( tax 
deducti ble in the U.S . ) .  

MrJMrs./M iss First Name. Middle Initials, Last Name Birth Date Vegetarian Accommodation Required Amount  

Donation towards the cost of congress 

TOTAL (make check payable to zyc95) 

MAILING ADDRESS :  TELEPHONE (HOivfE): _________ _ 

(WORK/FAX): ________ _ 

E-MAJL: ______________ _ 

Name and telephone number of the person to contact in case of emergency: ___________________ _ 

Are there any special medical requirements for any of the registrants? _____________________ _ 

This portion must be filled infor participants under 18 years 

WE HEREBY GIVE PERMISSION TO THE ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH COMMITTEE 95, THE PARTICIPATING PHYSI

CIAN(S) AND HOSPITAL(S) TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE IF NECESSARY. 

SIGNATURE OF PARENT(S) DATE 
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by Jim Eng ineer 
Youth Edito r 

My secretary's name is Lisa .  She's 22-years old , cu ltu red, 
an Amway fanatic , and my good friend. Her boyfriend , 
Trevor, proposed to her  on December 24, 1 994 and the 
two are schedu led to wed this August. Now a bride-to-be, 
Lisa often fi l ls me in on the deta i ls and chal lenges she 
faces in preparing for her wedding . I l isten intent ly be
cause I plan to be engaged this August to my g irlfriend 
Rashna. Ove r  the past two months I have been intrigued 
by the diffe rences and simi larit ies i n  my engagement to 
Rashna, and Lisa 's to Trevor. 

For example ,  we don't plan to be married until 1 999 
compared to Lisa's plans to tie the knot this summer. But 
there is a far greater difference in  ou r premarita l  situations 
in that Lisa is forced to plan her wedding alone because her 
parents are d ivorced .  To make t hings worse, her  
once-wealthy parents poured the i r  money into lawyers 
fees so they cou ld sue each other in court , and Lisa 
happens to be living with Trevor making their marriage 
unperformable at their local Christian Church. 

I ,  l ike Lisa, am also in love with my future f iance. My 
parents are still married, and have become good friends 
with Rashna's parents . Although I w il l  soon l ive closer to 
Rashna (instead of 800 miles away in Chicago) ,  I have no 
immediate p lans to move in with her. 

Without question ing the societal and religious perceptions 
of l iving together, I bel ieve Lisa and I both have one critica l  
element of  premarital bl iss in commo n  - - we LOVE ou r 
future spouses dearly. We a lso both  had a des i re to meet 
someone of our own rel ig ious denomination and social 
backgrou nd . 

I don't believe in forced marriage just because someone 
may be a Zarthusti , but do bel ieve in f inding someone with 
the same cu ltural upbring i ng and values as myse lf. I f ind 
most Zarthustis today in North America to be  quite accept
ing of non-Zarthustis and their offspring, but we seem to be 
far from the zenith of pure love and acceptance for our 
fellow human bei ngs . There a re some Zarthustis who 

have a d ifficu lt t ime even accepting their fe l low Zarthust i  
brothers and s isters for who they are . 

Although it is our  nature to be judgmental, we must learn to 
be tota l ly accepting of each other and our neighbors. It 's 
t ime to stop focus ing on the materia l ism associated with an 
individua l ,  and more accepting for who that person is inside. 
Unfortunately, I ventu re to guess there are more unhappy 
Zarthust i marriages in North America than we th ink, con
sisting of couples who may have married for the wrong 
reasons. I sometimes think the option of divorce in our 
North American community is more shunned upon than 
even premarital  sex or living wit h  someone before mar
riage. 

The bottom l ine in  marriage is deve lop ing an uncondia 
tional bond with another human being . Fal l ing in love is 
easier than people think. As we co-exist in a sea of d ivers ity, 
the chances of  fal l ing in love with a non-Zarthust i  is greater. 
I consider myself to be lucky to have found someone who 
loves me as much as I love her. The fact that she is a 
Zarthust i is f rost ing on the cake, because I care about the 
progression of our  fait h  and share the same rel ig ious bel iefs 
and cu ltu ra l identity. U nfortunately, however, many of us  
choose to  erect social barriers that tend to  limit the search 
for a partner to specifics , such as M .B.A. degrees and green 
cards .  Life is too short to dwel l on materia l ist ic attributes. 

Youth.fully Speaking is the official youth section of 
the FEZAN A Journal. Letters to the editor should 
be limited to one typed page, and articles to two 
typed pages , due to high volume and limited space. 
Special topics or article suggestions will be consid
ered on a case-by-case basis. Any questions, com
ments or feedback? Call or write to: 

Jim A. Eng ineer,  
1 959 Bristol Court , 
NapeNi lle , IL 60565 

708 /983-7792 
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"A covenant bond be
twe e n  two p e o p l e  
sharing thei r l ives and 
dreams ,  expressi ng 
the ir  personal so litude 
and enhancing the i r  
se lf- identities . "  

Nerina Rustomj i .  2 1  , Houston 

"Marriage is a commit
ment between two best 
friends promising that 
the i r  love for each othe r  
wi l l  get stronger eve ry  
day, as t hey share thei r 
l ives." 

Zubin Panthaki, 23 , Quebec 

Rashna lchaporia , 1 8 , 
Womel sdorf, PA 

"Marriage is when two 
people love each other  
e n o u g h  to  make  a 
commitment to one an
othe r. It 's someth ing a 
couple needs to work 
hard at , and to keep 
l ive ly. You have your  
ups and downs , but  i n  
t he  end love shou ld 
conquer  al l . "  

"A marriage is an un
de rstand ing  between  
two people who may 
come together  with  dif
fe re n t  pe rso na l i t i e s ,  
op in ions ,  cu ltu re , re l i
g i o n , and  marri ag e .  
Th ro u g h  t i m e  t h e y  
share themselves with 
each other and experi-

Bijan Khosraviani ,  32 , e nce the good and bad , 

Cal ifornia and bu i ld a good new 
un ited way of l ivi ng . "  

" I n  short ,  marriage to me  is : understanding , re
sponsibi l ity ,  trust , compromise ,  commun ication , 
so lution , shari ng ,  commitment ,  covenant, love , art, 
beauty ,  honesty , happiness . . .  Just Do It ." 

" Mar ri ag e i s  a fu n n y  
t h i ng .  Most people i n  a 
re lat io nsh i p say ,  'you 
can't l ive with 'em ,  and 
you can 't l ive without 
' e m ! ' Ma rr i ag e  a lso  
means when both par
t i  e s  a re con ten t  wit h 
the mse lves , th ei r l ives 
and fi na l ly each other, 
e noug h  to contribute 1 00 

Susan Kaboly-Zadeh, pe rcent to their re lat ion-
20, Vancouver 

sh ip  by total l i ng it to 200 

percent ,  and not just a 50/50 gamble .  A real 
marriage is what happens  after the festivit ies ,  

whe n  both parties wake up  the next  day t o  beg in 

the i r l ives togethe r ,  yet at  the same t ime  apart . "  
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Editor's Note: The following is a continuation to Bear 
Consciousness by Shariar Shariari of Vancouver Canada 
(FEZANA JOURNAL Spring '94). The essay was reprinted in 
parsiana at the request of that publication's editors. 

The hero of ou r story, Brian the you ng bear, was l iving with 
his family and the newly mig rated bear community in  the New 
Forest. While he was trying to bring about some social 
change within his community ,  Brian fe lt d iscontented with 
what he was doing . He felt that there must be more to l ife than 
just this. He was thinking about social change, but was not 
convinced that this was a goal in itself. He was looking for a 
higher purpose, a deeper reason for his ex istence. 

I n  his efforts to find his path in his l ife, Brian started to learn 
about many d ifferent ideologies and concepts . Fi rst he 
started his search for a working socio-political system, but 
soon d iscovered that there are many th ings in l ife that defy 
logic or even common sense. Pol it ical systems left him 
disenchanted. The sciences of statistics , psychology and 
sociology left many questions u nanswered. 

In his quest to find his purpose and path in l i fe ,  Brian turned 
to the various non-conventional and even occult schools of 
thought .  He began to experience and learn about different 
systems ranging from astrology to numerology to palmistry. 
He was intrigued by the various psychic powers demon
strated by clairvoyants and healers .  At one time Brian thought 
that he may have found h is call ing in life ; that h is purpose was 
to deve lop these powers within himself and help others in 
their l ives. 

But someth ing deep down with in Brian was sti l l  d issatisfied. 
He knew that there must have been someth ing else in h is l i fe .  
Yet he d id not know what it was or how he wou ld find i t .  He 
d id not  even know how he wou Id discover what was missing 
in his life . 

Brian had heard : ' I f  you don't know where you are going , you 
wil l never get there ! ' and he s incerely be lieved this. He was 
desperate ly anxious to discover his path .  

I n  h is search for the non-conventional ,  Brian came to find out 
about mystica l schools of thought and some secret brother-

hoods. He wou ld spend hou rs at the forest l ibraries, away 
from other bears , trying to f ind out more. He fou nd some of 
them tota l ly bigoted and absu rd whi le others were temptingly 
profound and sincere. He even considered joining one or 
two, since his th irst for find ing out more had become insa
t iable. 

But Brian was sti l l  d issat isfied . 

Brian came to find out about some teachings of the Eastern 
forests which had by now become popular in his forest . He 
started to learn about Bear Meditat ion (B .M .) techniques and 
other methods of going with in himself. He found some of 
these trials enjoyable and usefu l ,  yet others simply did not 
work for him. He tried to u se the techniques that did work on 
a regu lar basis, but as the forest l ife wou ld have it, it was not 
always poss ible. 

By this t ime, Brian had become more conscious of his 
physical health too .  He would run  through the forest on a 
regular basis to make sure he would get enough exercise. He 
had also realized that over-indu lgence on honey and other 
del icacies was not necessary or wise .  He had adopted a 
moderate eating habit and had been feel ing lighter, more 
energetic, and generally health ier. Brian also discovered that 
he had become more aware of h is body and h is surround
ings . He was now more sensit ive to what was happening in 
h is body and cou ld eas i ly sense whether he was experienc
ing any physical discomfort. He had also become generally 
healthier. 

Again to find out more about his raison d' etre, Brian tried to 
expand his h igher sensit ivity to his body and physical sur
rou ndings , to include h is mind and awareness . 

He started attending Yoga classes . H e  found them great 
because he discovered things about his body that he did not 
know before. He was now able to control some of the muscles 
in his body that he d id not know he had .  He was more in 
control and aware of his breath ing .  He  cou ld relax more 
easi ly and cou ld sleep better. 

But st i l l  there was someth ing miss ing in his l i fe. 

see "Co nsciousness" . . .  
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Conscioztsness , , 
Brian started studying some of the other religions in the forest 
and decided to f ind ou t  what they said. He also tried to learn 
more about the re l ig ion that h is parents and other bears 
brought from the old jungles .  

Br ian found out that most of these religions were trying to 
describe the same th ing in different ways . The religion of the 
l ions had described the forest from the point of v iew of action ,  
cou rage,  ferocity and purpose. I t  also recognized and re
spected the various powers with in the forest . 

The bees had described the forest in its abundance and 
giving nature , yet did not ignore the elemental forces and 
dangers that existed there. The deer had described the 
forest in its gentle and loving nature, and how when fate 
wou ld have it, it was t ime to g ive in to the forces of the forest. 

The owls were describ ing the forest's mysteries and wisdom, 
and how there are many ways , during the day and at night, 

It had become apparent  to h im 
that the pu rpose of h is l i fe was not 
on ly to make h imse lf immortal i n  
the form of h is g randcubs and 
g reat g randcubs , but a lso to have 
done h is best i n  bri ng i ng about a 
world that was better  and more 
p rog res s i v e  th an b efo re an d 
c loser to perfection . 

Here are the latest results of the ZYNA survey of youth 
perceptions in North America .  Also d istributed to associa
tions via mail ,  the survey was designed to measure the 
pu lse of the Zarthusti youth community. Specifical ly, the 
survey focuses on the parameters that govern the organ iza
tion of congresses (maximum and minimum age ,  frequency, 
and programming ) .  The following resu lts have been ob
tained and reg istered as of February 1 4 , i 995 :  

Tora.l # of  surveys received . . .  145 
Mean Age 23-years-old 
Mode Age 1 7  -years-old 
Median Age 23-years-old 

Youth congresses should be held . . .  
66% once a year 
20% twice a year 
14% twice a year 

The m inimum age of congress attendees 
should be . . .  
64% 14- 15  
14% 12- 13  
14% No minimum 

The maximum age of congress attendees 
should be . . .  
42% 34-35 
23 % 30 
17% No maximum 
1 1 %  3 1 -33 

Should there be an youth/adult congress? 
55% Yes 
40% No 

Which activities should increase? . . .  
33% more social Issues 
26% more social time 
22% combination reli�ious/social 
19% more religious eaucation 

How much are you wil l ing to pay? 
in wakefu lness and in  dreams ,  to be aware of the forest and 58% Max cost $ 100-$200 
become one with it . 30% �fax cost $200-$300 

Brian also discovered that the bears emphasized the fair
ness and orderliness of the forest . How everything had a 
cause and a reason,  and how each bear had to act respon
s ib ly and accept the consequ ences of h is act ions . How 
id leness wou ld lead to decay and how fear wou ld lead to 
paranoia. How good th ink ing , action , honesty and fa irness 
wou ld lead to prosperrty and happiness.  

see "Consciousness" . . .  

Any interest in other activites: ski i inQ , beach : etc. 7 . .  
4 1  % Only with religious & social act1v1t1es 
37% If I had the money. 
19% If  there were no  religious teaching 

Any interest in attending a world congress? 
54% Ko 
35% Yes 

. Ask your local assoc iation for a survey and 
FI LL ONE OUT! 
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But Brian was st i l l  not satisfied. All of these teachings were 
abstract notions. Even though Brian agreed with most of 
them intuitive ly and accepted them instinctively, he was stil l 
looking for something more concrete and substantia l . He  
was missing an awareness,  a l ight, a knowing, yet he d id not 
know what. 

He had noticed that in the bear community , some of the 
elders were more serene and joyfu l .  They enjoyed a deep 
sense of satisfaction in their l ives , and this showed in the 
sparkle in their eyes , t he glow on their faces ,  and the 
heavenly and kind nature of their smiles. Brian decided that 
he should talk to some of them to see what they had found in 
their lives, and how they had acqu ired their wisdom. 

One day Brian started asking Grandpa Bear what was the 
most precious thing in his l ife. Grandpa Bear said that he was 
blessed with 3 g randcubs, and they were the highest bliss in 
his life. Only upon further probing , he explained to Brian that 
when his first cub was born, it was a wonderfu l experience. 
He had created a new life out of nothing. That he saw some 
aspects of himself in his cub. It was as if he saw continuity of 
himself in his cub .  

Bu t  when his first grandcub was born, it was a feel ing that 
defied words . It was not just a sense of continuity in  his life, 
but a sense of immortality. It had become apparent to him that 
the purpose of his life was not only to make himself immortal 
in the form of h is grandcubs and great g randcubs, but also to 
have done h is best in bringing about a world that was better 
and more progressive than before ·and closer to perfection. 
Not just for h is g randcubs but for all Bear Kind . 

That h is purpose in l ife was to help nature with the process 
of creation and evolut ion, physically, mental ly, and spiritu
al ly. 

That h is honest efforts i n trying to achieve this and h is 
blessing in seeing his grandcubs was the main cause of his 
serenity and bl iss. Brian kind of understood but needed time 
to digest this . 

One day , Brian heard that his aunt bear had passed away. 
Almost immediately tears came to h is eyes because  he 

remembered that au nt bear was another one of the serene 

and blissfu l  bears .  Brian always thought of aunt bear as an 
angel among bears in the forest and loved her very much. 
Now she was gone for ever. 

At her  funeral , Brian went to see the body of aunt bear. When 
Brian looked at aunt bear's face , everything made sense. 
Everything with the body was the same as before ,  except that 
au nt bear was missing the l ight in  her face. It was as if l ife itself 
had left her body. Her sou l was no longer  there. 

Brian realized that there was more to his l ife than just h is body 
and his mind. There was an elemental l ife force. A sustaining 
and se lf preserving energy. Something that was different 
from everything else ,  yet it was a part of ex istence. Now he 
realized what people meant by soul or spirit . . . .  It was that 
energy that gave l i fe to him, and gave purpose to his life. It 
was that part of him that occupied his body and mind as a 
passenger, wishing to consciously participate in the act of 
l iving . 

Brian also real ized that other bears had their  individual sou ls 
too. But probably most of them were not aware of it either, just 
like Brian had not been. He also realized that maybe the lions 
had souls too. So did t he bees , the t igers and the cobras .  
Maybe even the trees and other plants in the forest. Who 
knows maybe even the forest had a soul too. 

Brian real ized that he had a responsibi lity to his soul. To look 
after it, nurture it and love it . To recognize it and respect it . 
And to do the same with the sou ls of other bears . . . .  and the 
lions and the bees and the cobras. Also the trees and the 
plants and the forest. . . .  and it all made sense. 

He now realized that he had the responsibi lity of doing the 
right thing for the sake of doing right. No other reason was 
necessary. Without real iz ing it , Brian had become a sp iritual 
bear. 

Shahriar Shahriari 
Vancouver, Canada 
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Obedience to Husband . . .  ? 
M rs .  Farang is  Shahrokh exp ressed d issat isfact ion of 
" r igh teous woman . . .  obed ien t  to husband" f rom  my 
trans lat ion of Geh 9 .4 [FEZANA Journal, Winter 1 994, 
p .57]. . I would l i ke to give th ree more translat ions from 
world - renowned scholars i n  support of my translation .  
Shamsu l -U lema Dastu r  D r. Peshotan Sanjana's trans 
lat ion reads [Collected Works, p. 51 2]: 
'We honour the pious lady who is straightforward in her mind, 
speech and action ,  who is worthy of respect for her  accom
pl ished education , who is obedient to her husband, who is 
chaste and devoted to her guardian (parents) as Armaiti and 
as other female angels are devoted (to the Deity) . "  

Professor  Lawrence Mi l ls has trans lated the same pas
sage [Sacred Books of the East] as: 
And we sacrifice to the holy woman forward in good thoughts, 
words and deeds, receiving her instructions well, having her 
husband as her lord, the holy, and such as Armaiti . . .  " 

Mi l ls '  t ranslat ion ("husband as lord"} of cou rse does not 
mean that the woman is in s lavery!  A H. Bleeck [Aves
ta-The Reli�ious Book of the Parsis: Khordeh Avesta, p.20] 
translates 1he passage as:  
"Th e  pure woman we pra ise,  who espec ia l ly th i nks good, 
speaks good, does good, l ets herself be ruled wel l ,  obeys the 
master, her husband . . .  " 

One is free to choose whichever interpretation one l i kes. 
But one must understand that our  ho ly scriptures were 
composed in ancient  t imes and try ing to f ind the so
cal led modern 20th century Western values i n  them is an 
exercise i n  futi l ity. Perhaps i n  the ancient Avestan peri
od, obedience to one's husband was considered a virtue! 
Dr. Pallan Ichaporia 
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania 

I s upport the  views exp ressed by M rs .  Farang is  
Shahrokh (FEZANA Journal, Win ter 1 994). I t is diffi
cult to accept that our re l ig io n ,  where in  good thoughts, 
good wo rds and good deeds are pa ramount ,  cou ld  
advocate the subord inat ion of women . 
With rega rd to o u r  'Towers o f  S i l ence ' ,  i f ,  as Ms .  
Shahrokh po ints out, ou r  trad it ional p ractice is on the 
dec l i ne ,  let  us  remember  that i t  i s  p e rhaps the most 
conservat ion -o riented method ,  at least where nature 's 
agents (the sun ,  or scavengers) are p resent .  
. . .  Congratu lat ions on the excel lent  Winter 1 994 issue,  
with i ts artic le,? on the sou l -st i r ri ng  Shah-Nameh. 

Ms. Perveez Randeria 
Durban, South Africa 
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Message 
We were very impressed to read the views of the youth 
[FEZANA Journal, Spring 1994] express ing their des i re 
to know the truth about  our  Nek Mazdayasni Din, if th is  
knowledge  i s  made ava i lab le  th rough  some re l iab le  
source ,  appeal i ng  to the i r  i nte l l i gence,  and based on 
reason and log ic .  
Whereas it is not  poss ib le  fo r us to  approach each and 
every such  s ince re seeker ind iv idual ly, we be l ieve that 
i t  may be poss i b l e  for us  to d issemi nate this sacred 
knowledge of the deep ph i losophy concealed i n  ou r 
ho ly scr iptu res g radua l ly, t h rough  the med i um of the 
FEZANA Jou rna l .  We are enclosing The Message of the 
Master, which is the main theme upon which the deep 
p h i losophy of  ou r re l ig ion is based,  to be pr inted i n  the 
Journal . We shal l  be g ratefu l  if you wi l l  serial ize a few 
subjects f rom the books i n  the E . P.W.O .T. series , in 
fu tu re i ssues f ro m  t ime to t ime ,  fo r the benef i t  o f  a l l  
those s i nce re seekers ,  you n g  and o ld ,  who may be 
anx ious  to  read , s tudy, unde rstand and p ract ice our  
pu re rel i g ion ,  w i th  fu l l  faith (not  b l ind faith) , trust , be l ief 
and conf idence in the words of wisdom of ou r  Maste r, 
Asho Zarthustra. 
Dinshaw Punthakee 
Self-Realization Society of Ontario 

[Due to constraints of space, FEZANA Journal cannot com
mit to serializing lengthy essays/books. To obtain copies, 
contact Mr. Punthakee at 1 6  Ravine Drive, Dundas, 
Ontario, Canada L9H 6K7, Tel: (905) 627-4492]. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
THE MYSTIC F IRE 

I p rayed before the mystic f ire, 
I p rayed and gazed anon; 
The f lames they switched and leaped and danced 
And soon ,  as though in a golden trance, 
The f lames and I were one. 
Gone were the sorrows of yesteryears , 
Gone were the petty cripp l i ng fears ;  
A radiant st i l lness enveloped my  be ing ,  
A warmth and peace beyond a l l  reckon ing .  
I saw the others deep in p rayer, 
The i r  faces rad iant i n  the ruddy glow, 
And i n  the darken ing gloom 
Of that i nne r  sacred room 
I knew why, through  the ages, Man 
Befo re the fi re had bowed in  p rayer. 

Soonoo Engineer 
Vancouver, British Columbia 

[Poem conveying the author's experience as she prayed in a 

Fire Temple] 
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Zoroastrian or Zarthusti Center? 
Wh i le  the appeal  for  the  p roposed c u l tu ral center  i n  
Ho uston  [FEZANA Journal, Win ter 1 994] i s  co rrect ly  
addressed to a l l  "Za rth ust is " ,  t he  cen te r  is named 
Zo roastr ian He ri tage and Cu l t u ra l  Center. The word 
Zoroastr ian is a de rivative of  Zo roaster, wh ich  is  the  
G reek d isto rt ion  of the  o rig i na l  Pe rs ian  name of  the  
Prophet Zarathus htra. 
We Zarth ust is are proud of ou r  names of Pers ian or ig in  
and wou ld not l i ght ly al low a Pu rvez to  be cal led Pau l ,  
o r  a Si l loo t o  be cal led S u e .  W h y  then wou ld w e  permit 
Za rt h u st i s  to be ca l led Zo roast r i ans  (a n i ckname of 
G reek o ri g i n )  or  the re l ig ion  Zarthust i  D i n  to be cal led 
Zoroa_s t rianism ?  By the way, Zoroastrian ism is a 6-syl 
lab le Jaw-b reaker  compared to Zarthusti D in ,  which is  
on ly fou r  syl lab les .  Literary peop le  ag ree that  shorter  
words are more effective. 
I wo u ld req u est that the Zoroastr ian Associat io n of 
Housto n cons ider  the questi on  of chang i ng  the name to 
Zarth usti Heritage and Cu lt u ra l  Center. 
Jamshed R. Udvadia 
Founder of Zarthusti Religion Classes in the Detroit area 
Lansing, Michigan 

Ritual  Vs. Philosophy: 
Either, Or, or And? 
For the anc ient  Ch inese ph i losopher Hsun Tzu , the l ife 
of r itua l  p ractice was paramount :  "Th e  mean ing of ritu
a l  is lofty indeed . "  He be l ieved al l aspects o f  hu man 
cu ltu re p roperly conformed to a complete,  i ntricate , and 
unchang ing  set  of e laborate ritua ls .  For the contempo
rary Zoroast r ian ,  r i tua l  p e rformance is increas ing ly  
be ing  set aga inst phi losophical i ns ight i nto the rel ig ion :  
th is oppos it ion is  unnecessary. 
Our  most br i l l iant  and erud ite ph i losopher  explai ns shy
ing from re l iance on ritual  to understand the re l ig ion by 
te l l i ng us that "afte r a l l ,  he i s  a ph i losopher" [Calgary, 
93] . S u re ly  Zo roast r ians need p h i l osop hy, i . e .  c lear, 
analytic thought and long range  ins ight  into the com-

ii p lexity of thoug ht to understand the theo logy and doc
tri na l  imp l icat ions of the re l i g ion .  Th is  is bad ly needed .  
Without  a "Back to  the  Gathas Cu lt" , we remain utterly 
sha l low in g rapp l i ng  wi th the utterly p rist ine  message of 
the P rophet of the l ife of the good m ind ,  l ived fo r the 
Truth of how the wo r ld  may b e .  Yet ri t ua l  too ,  i t  is 
t hough t ,  e ncode s fa i th wh i l e  i n fo rm i n g  us  as to the 
actual l ived p ract ice of the devout .  
As the Zoroastrian devout  have ofte n had an i mpove r
i shed  p h i l osoph ica l  and  h u man is t ic  i n s i g h t  i n to t he i r  
faith , t he  encoded l ife of rit ua l  has p rovided sustenance 
of the re l i g i on  and the peop le : good. Also,  r i tual  not 
on ly  encodes the deep mean ing  of the fa i th ,  bu t  p ro-

vides a v i s i b l e  c u l t u re t h rough  wh ich  d iverse p eop l e  
partake in  a common bond  as  fe l low fo l lowe rs .  You do 
not  have to kn ow s o meone  wi th in  the aud i ence of a 
Jashan to fee l  good that ,  l i ke you rse l f ,  they too are g iv
i ng  homage to the Wise God .  So r i tua l  ho lds us togeth
e r. Yet we a l low r i tua l  to a lso d iv ide us. R itua l  is  jus t  
l i ke anyt h i n g  e lse - i t  has i ts good s i de , and  when  
neg lected or  abused ,  has  i t s  bad  s ide .  
For examp le ,  the st rict exc lus iveness, a long stand ing 
i ng ra ined aspect of ou r  cu ltu re ,  h istorica l ly understand
ab le  and even efficac ious i n  p rotecting us as a people ,  
can eas i ly become a weapon o f  Zoroast r ian insecu ri ty 
and parano ia .  We are so s m a l l ,  so f rag i l e ,  that we 
i nvest ourse lves i n  the thought of our  su per io r ity and 
we ld  ou r  exc lus ion  to rei nfo rce insecu rity. Yet genet ic 
endowment itse l f  neve r  suffices for l iving  the l ife of the 
good m i n d , a nd  one not ra ised in the trad i t ion  of 
Zoroastrian i sm can deve lop  genu i ne ,  thorough ,  deep 
love of the Zoroastr ian message and way o f  l ife and be 
gently gu ided i n  the  ritua l  pe rformance of  the re l i g i on .  
Which wou ld  you  rather have beside you  a t  a Jashan 
- a Zoroastr ian by genetic endowment who may be 
fu ming at  having  to put u p  w i th  a qu iet and serene cer
emony, o r an i nt r ig ued , honest ,  t h i nki ng , genet ica l ly 
d iverse i nqu i re r who  has begun fee l i ng  d rawn to the 
ceremony? R itua ls and p h i losophy can be  used i n  two 
ways : fo r good or fo r bad , and those secure in Zo roas
trian ideology needn ' t  fear the good way of ou r  ritua ls .  
Zoroastrians have a b i g  job .  With very l itt l e  perso nal  
space fo r it , Zoroastrians must atta in  some depth i n  the 
understand ing  of the i r  re l i g ion .  No too l ,  ph i losophy o r  
ritua l  shou l d  be  ostracized from the  arsenal o f  an attack 
on o u r  i gno ra nce of  who we are ,  we re,  and w i l l  b e .  
Some o f  us  enjoy the ph i losophy more s o  and some of 
us enjoy r i tual more so, but we do not have an "e ither
or'' cho ice between the two . We have an "and" and can 
use i t .  
Dr. Natalie Vania 
Mountain View, California 

Visit to Crestone, Co lorado 
Reflect i ng  upon last October 's  vis it to C resto ne ,  Co l 
orado ["Daydreams o r  Des tiny? ", FEZANA Journal, Win
ter 1 994), I was very p leasant ly s u rp rised to see the 
magnan i mous offer of the Manitou Foundatio n ,  of the 
parce l  of  land fo r sett i ng  up a Zo roast rian commun ity 
center. The pr inc ipa l  p u rpose of th is  center needs to 
be d ete rmined , as wel l  as the approach to be used fo r 
fund i ng the p roject. 
Crestone  is certai n ly very scen ic ,  with the rugged San
gre de  Cristo mo unta in range look ing  down on the va l 
ley. C restone offers many un ique opportun it ies for rest 
and re laxatio n as wel l  as qua l i ty t ime fo r re f lect ing upon 
the teach i ngs o f  Zarthu stra amids t  a ca lm and scen ic 



envi ronment .  Howeve r, l ike any worthwh i le  endeavor, i t  
is fraught  with di fficu l t ies , i n  part icu lar the up  front  sac
r if ice requ i red in  terms of t ime and money, and then the 
ongo ing  care and maintenance.  
To cons ider a p roject of  th is type it is  esse nt ia l  that the 
o rgan izers in fo rm and engage as much of the commu
n ity as poss ib le in the p lann ing p rocess . I applaud F i l  
Bagwadia 's efforts in  d raft i ng  the community quest ion
na i re .  O nce the q uest ionna i re resu lts a re comp i led ,  
and additional  input received ,  a p lan  can be developed 
and p roposed to gove rn ing bod ies of the Associations 
for  adopt ion and imp lementation .  With the  i n it ia l  s i te 
vis i t  and the questionna i re ,  we have made the co rrect 
f i rst steps in pu ls ing the conscience of the commun ity. 
There are also a few fundamental q uest ions (about the 
terms and conditio ns ,  pu rpose of the cente r, the site , 
access road, water, sewer, electric t ie- in ,  legal ity of the 
deed cap ital investment  requ i rements . . .  ) that requ i re 
offic ia l  response f rom the Foundation .  
My personal assessment of th is  p roject is that  addition
a l  in formation must  be secured and assuming a favor
ab l e  response ,  the commun ity shou ld t hen  move 
forward to set up an estab l ishment. Ideal ly th is estab
l is hment shou ld serve the commun ity's needs of re l i 
g i ous  awareness and awake n i n g ,  and socia l  and 
recreat ional purposes. 
Navro;:;e Amaria 
Denver, Colorado 

Thoughts on Crestone 
I mag ine an  ag ricu ltu ral val ley su rrounded by t he  sharp 
peaks of two branches of the Co lorado Rockies. Nes
t led agai nst  the mountains l ies the l i tt le town of Cre
stone .  He re ,  in th is la nd of beauty, g rand e u r  and 
majesty, l ies an opportun ity fo r Zarthustis to create a 
permanent  estab l i shment .  There exists a chance to 
br idge the ever-present chasm that d iv ides ou r  com
m u n ity a nd show Zarth ust is  the  wor ld  over that  ou r  
g reat community can indeed unite for a common goal .  
In  cons ider ing this g i f t ,  our  commun ity m ust evaluate 
the worth,  both monetary and otherwise, of bu i ld ing in 
the wilds of Colorado .  Why shou ld we jo in  th is sp ir i tu
a l  commun ity that is the goal of Hannah Strong? I wi l l  
t ry to g ive my op in ions  and descr ibe the d i rection I 
hope t h is p roject takes.  
I be l ieve the p roject is worthwhi le  and can be complet
ed in a reasonable amount  of t ime , because ou r  com
mun ity rea l i s t ica l ly has n o  set  meet i ng  p lace whe re 
people can converge and talk , d iscuss and re lax.  Sum
mertime conferences and convent ions gather at hotels 
i n  l a rge cit ies. Whi le these are convenient, they lack the  
beauty and  seren ity t ha t  C restone  offers, and are not 
as con d uc ive to p h i loso p h ica l  and  re l i g i o u s  d iscus-
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s ions .  Addit iona l ly, C restone offers a va riety of outdoor 
act iv i t ie s  - h i k i n g ,  moun ta i n  b i k i n g ,  campi ng  and 
wh ite -wate r raft ing in  the summer, and snow-shoe ing 
and sk i ing at the nearby Monarch Pass in the winter. 
We m us t ,  none  t he  less ,  rema in  v ig i l ant aga i ns t  
g rand iose ideas. Bu i l d i ng  at Crestone wi l l  be techn i
cal ly cha l leng ing .  The faci l ity m ust be kept smal l  with 
the ab i l i ty to expand .  The Zarthust i  site is on  a hi l l  ove r
looki ng  the val ley. The roads are rough and p ract ica l ly 
non-existent .  Ut i l i t ies stop about a q uarte r mi le away. 
Thus  the larger the p roject ,  t he  more expens ive and 
unmanageable it becomes . 
Why do  we wish to bu i ld  at C restone?  I f  one's answer 
is :  "Because the land is free", p lease stop read ing ,  go 
home and evaluate what has j ust been said .  The whole 
idea seems to create a ret reat of sorts fo r learn ing and 
meditat ion .  Hanne Strong 's vis ion is to have a p lace 
where the rel ig ions of the world can get back in contact 
with the roots and i n it ial tenets of the i r. respective faiths .  
Tal ki ng  of mystics and mysticism,  M rs .  Strong wishes to 
inc lude Zarthust is in  a g roup of  Catho l ic monks , Zen 
Buddh i sts and H indu sp i ri tua l ists . Zarthustis do not  
be long to th is category;  and due to our  smal l numbers 
and the real ity of l ife in twentieth century North Ameri
ca, we must remain wary of t i t les such as 'mystic ' .  
He re i s  my  p roposal . I n it ia l ly we wou ld  need one hal l 
type b u i ld ing conta in ing  a meet ing room,  a bed room or 
two ,  a k i tchen  an d  b at h room .  S ummert ime  'youth '  
activities cou ld b e  h e l d  he re with the  meeting room p ro
vid ing  extra sleeping room .  The a rea around the bu i ld
ing could be cleared fo r camping. As t ime p rogressed , 
and ou r  C restone lodge became wel l  known and used, 
addit iona l  cha lets cou ld  be  bu i lt .  
But how wou ld  such a p lace be  maintained? An idea I 
t ruly l iked would be  based on  the  honor  system - e .g .  
i f  a fami ly came to  C restone for a week,  i f  they used up 
the f irewood,  they wou ld then  be responsib le fo r  rep lac
i ng  it . I n  other words "You  use it , you rep lace it . "  
I n  summary, I fee l  that bu i ld ing at C restone  is a good 
i dea.  I t  a l lows fo r  a permanent retreat for  not on ly North 
American ,  but wo rld-wide Zoroastrians . The vis ion of 
Hanne Strong  is not cons istent with the way we l ive our 
l ives as North American Zarthust is .  We cou ld choose 
to bu i ld  a retreat and use it mere ly as that . Do not get 
me wro n g ,  p lease .  The fac i l i ty wou l d  accommodate 
re l i g ious pu rposes a lso .  Jashans cou ld be held at Cre
stone reg u l a rly as cou ld year ly conferences . Th is  
wou l d  serve M rs .  Strong 's  agenda as wel l  as our  own . 
And in the awesome g randeur of t he  Colorado Rocky 
Moun ta ins ,  o u r  commun ity could become whole again .  

Meherab Amaria 
Denver, Colorado 
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The Winter 1 994 FEZANA Journa l  is fantastic ! I s i n 
cere ly compl iment  you  fo r  the t remendous wo rk you  put  
i n to  i t .  The  who le comm u n ity owes you a deb t  for  
br ing ing our  heri tage i nto focus i n  ou r  p resent  day hus 
t l e  and  b u s t le , and  for  p rovid i n g  news of  our  f e l low 
Zarthust is a l l  over North America .  Thank you !  Thank 
you !  
Yasmin Vania 
Springfield, Illinois 

Conflict of Ideas 
Many a re scanda l i zed o r  s addened by the  fact that 
Zarthustis appear to be a house d ivided against itse l f .  
There shou ld indeed be alarm if th is  d isun ity p roduced 
lack of  m utua l  cha ri ty - as i t  h as , a las ,  somet imes 
done.  But  there need be no alarm about the fact of d is
un ity itself .  For the truth is that any g reat .idea o r  move
ment , anyth ing that appeals to peop le of  every sort and 
is genu ine ly un iversal ,  is go ing to f ragment. 
Anyth i ng  that absorbs the m i nd  and is  inte l l ectual ly 
stimu lat ing wi l l  p rovoke divis ion , anyth ing with e motion
a l s p r i ngs  o f  act ion  w i l l  appea l  var ious ly  to d iffe rent 
facets of the human psyche.  G reat po l itical ideas, l i ke 
re l i g i ous  ones ,  always sp l i t u p  i nto o rthodoxies and 
he res ies ,  though there may be occas ions when b rute 
fo rce is  able to de l iver deceptive seq uences of stabi l i ty 
o r  un iformity. 
Because Zoroastrianism is entrusted to the agency of 
m e n  a nd women it s ha res  t he  expe rience o f  o ther  
movements i n  the world ,  and is s ubject to the same h is 
torical inf luences.  Ideas that are he ld with pass ion and 
conviction are defended at  h igh cost, and are taught to  
ch i l d ren  as t ruth - not as vague  poss ib i l it ies .  Wh o  
today teaches ch i ldren  about t h e  evi l o f  communal ism 
as if it were a tentative hypothesis? 
So Zoroastrian ism has the capacity to i nsp i re pass ion
ate d ifferences precise ly because it is a l iv ing idea. The 
terri b le  fact is that when peop le  stop quarre l i ng  about 
rel ig ion  it wi l l  mean that they wi l l  no longer  regard it as 
of u lt imate val ue .  This is all very d ifficult for the mod
ern mind ;  in the Western cu l tu re and  i l k  the trend is to 
p ut welfare and mater ial security and personal happi
ness above ideas. 
D ivis ions among Zoroastrians a rise f ro m  many causes . 
Some relate to variatio ns  of human persona l ity i tself ;  
one person may l i ke formal  wo rsh ip  and another, infor
mal i ty. D i ffe rences of social status have obtruded upon 
the l i fe  of Zoroastr ians . There are tens ions between 
l ibera l  in terp retat ions and those who adhere to trad i 
t iona l  be l ie f ,  though these tend to p roduce lapses from 
the  faith altogethe r rather than inst i tut ional  d iv is ions.  

The h istor ic d isun ity of the Zoroastr ians was caused by 
incompat ib le  understand i ngs about the  natu re of the 
t ransmiss ion  o f  Zoroas t r ian ism i tse l f , abou t  how the 
"peop le  of Zoroaste r" may be def ined , and what  is the 
natu re of re l i g ious  autho rity. These , however, are al l  
s i g ns of v i ta l i ty. 
Zo roas te r  spo ke of t h e  wo r ld as a p lace of d iscord , 
where even fami l ies would d ivide for h is sake. And so 
it i s .  
Furhok Keilcushroo Tangree 
La Roche-sur-Foron, France 

Magical Things Can Happen 
I n  some Zoroast r ian commun i t ies ,  t he re is an abun
dance of re l i g ious , c u ltura l a nd soc ia l  f u nct ions .  
Shou ldn't th is be t rue of a l l  the communit ies? 
I t  is  upsett i ng  that on l y  some Da r-e-Meh rs o rgan ize 
functions such as the 'mehmoonees' (tea-parties) and 
'Poetry N ight' , ·where Zoroast r ians a re i nvited to par
take in a g lo rious even ing  of joy, sorrow, sadness and 
main ly memories of the i r past i n  the i r  homeland .  Th is 
is  a n ight  where readers share sacred poems of poets 
l i ke Khayyam and Ferdows i ,  with the eager  l isteners 
who enjoy remin iscing ,  by cand le l ight. We should not 
fo rg et that it i s  a lso enjoyab l e  for yo uth who did not  
g row up i n  I ran , to come and exper ience a part of the i r  
cu l ture , du ring one of these special n ig hts . . .  
Th es e  are t imes that we must  kee p  al ive , fo r  they 
remind  us that we are "Hamsehkoot, Hamsehdah, 
Hamdardee, HamKhoda, Hambahman, Hamjodab . . .  ", 
o r  " (We are of one) Peace, Voice, Pa in , God,  Peop le 's ,  
and (together  i n  one  sense yet a t  t h e  same time) apart. " 
Un ity, p rospe rity and p reservat ion wi l l  not emerge  unt i l  
we re-exp lore them physical ly, and not just verbal ly as 
we have been doing for a long t ime. 
Mag ical th ings can happen to get ou r commun it ies off 
to a fresh and pos it ive start , by experienci ng and learn
ing new methods and having fun trying them. 
Susan Kaboly-Zadeh 
North Vancouver, British Columbia 

International  Sacred Literature Trust 
- a  Clarification 
I w ish  to co rrect the  m is -statement  pub l i s hed i n  the 
FEZANA Jou rna l [Fall 1 994, p.49], wh ich  reads :  "The 
Trust has i dent i f i ed  The Divine Songs of Zara thush tra 
(Gathas) by P i loo Nanavutty, as the Zarthust i  contribu-
tion to th is se ries . . .  " .  P lease pr in t  the enclosed lette r 
to clarify the issue . .  . 
[Excerpts of the let ter from Mrs. Jungalwa/la to Dr. Kerry 
B rown, of the In terna tional Sacred L itera tu re Trus t, da ted 
August 1 8, 1 994, are reproduced below]: 



" P ray forg i ve me if th is le tt e r  causes you any d isap
po intment .  The 'heavy edit i ng '  wh ich the Trustees felt 
was necessary to make my Gatha t rans lat ion flow eas
i ly, has made me real ize the translat ion is moving away 
from the orig inal text. I am the refore ,  withdrawing my 
manuscript submitted for pub l ication to the Trust . . .  " 
1\!frs . Piloo N. Jungalwalla 
New Delh i, India 

Choral Masterpiece of the Gathas 
. . . I be l ieve the Gathas shou ld be  reco rded and the 
reco rd ings made widely avai lab le .  Bu t  i n  wh ich fo rm 
shou ld they be recorded? I have been info rmed that 
the Counci l  of I ran ian Mobeds has recorded the Ahu
navad Gatha i n  recitative form wi th  p lans to reco rd the 
ent i re Gathas; D r. Kersey Ant ia  has reco rded the ent i re 
Gathas ; D r. Jafarey has begun a process to determine 
the authent ic way of chant ing t he  Gathas , and once 
that  is estab l ished , he would l ike them sung  i n  the orig
i nal  Avestan as we l l  as in  modern-day Pers ian ,  hope
fu l ly accompanied by string i nstruments . I applaud all 
these efforts . One in Eng l ish  wou ld be very instructive . 
But  which t rans lat ion? 
The motivat ion is to chant ,  to l isten , to understand ,  to 
explai n and to be inspired by the most important wo rds 
i n  Zarthusti scriptures.  My dream is to have a choral 
masterpiece composed, with the G ath ic verses in  the 
or ig ina l  Avestan as the text , and perfo rmed , accompa
n ied by a fu l l  o rchestra on the l i nes of Handel 's Messi
ah , Bach's Mass in B Minor, or Haydn's Creation . Such 
a composit ion would attract a wide r  audience , one that 
would come to know of our  g lorious rel i g ion .  This mon
umental task could be undertaken by  FEZANA, maybe 
with the he lp of WZO. 
Khershed P. Cooper 
Fairfax, Virginia * * * * * * *  
How Wide is the Gender Gap? 

Chance that a man is color bl ind: 
Chance for a woman : 
Chance that a man wil l  become 
a h igh -ranking executive: 
Chance for a woman: 
Percentage of men who snore:  
Percentage of women:  
Percentage of men who l ike the way 
they look in the nude:  
Percentage of women: 
B T.IT  . . .  

Chance that a man wi l l  b e  struck 
by l ightening:  
Chance for a woman 

1 in 25 
1 in 50,000 

1 in 1 1 
1 in 20 
53% 
23% 

68% 
22% 

1 in  1 , 800 ,000 
1 in 1 , 800,000 
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We A uss ies [f rom Sydney, Aust ral ia] are qu i te  cut  off 
(by time ,  d is tance and c l imatic variat ions  of ou r  South
e rn Hem isph e re) f ro m  the  rest  of the Weste rn wor ld 
and the major Zo roastr ian settlements outs ide the Indi
an  s ubcon t i nent , whe re most of the  activi t ies h ave 
been occu rri ng .  
I have always been  o f  the op i n i on  t ha t  i f  we  Zoroastr i 
ans are to cont i nue to survive , p rosper and p rog ress , 
read i ness to commun icate wi th eagerness and  s i n 
cerity, w h e n  a n  i nd iv idua l  o r  a g ro u p  o f  (far-f l u ng )  
Zoroastr ians want t o  reach ou t ,  must remai n  t he  pr ime 
eth ical p rio rity. The frustrat ions that some of us have , 
res id ing i n  ou r  huge isolated land mass of Austra l ia ( i t  
is as b ig  as the U .S .A .  without  Alaska bu t  wi th a popu
la t i on  o f  on ly 1 7  m i l l ion) when th is  does no t  happen ,  
even  after  mu lt ip le attempts, is very d iff icu l t  to exp la in 
in v iv id terms. I appreciate ,  then ,  the opportun ity fo r 
open commun icat ion and networking ,  p rovided by your  
FEZANA Jou rnal . . .  
I am enclos i ng a p hoto of the Jashan ceremony at the 
i n a ug u rat i on  ce remonies of  the A rbab  R ustam and  
Morvarid G u iv Darbe Mehr, on  J uly 24 ,  1 994. 
Dr. Sam Kerr 
Randwick, Australia 

Jashan at the new Darbe Meher in Sydney: 
Mobeds (left to righ t) Ervads Beghzad Bana ( their most  
recent, young initia te), Tim Desai, Meherzish Kerkeria, Dr. 
Peshotan Katrak and Jal Pavri. 



The I ran i  wedd i ng  feast is an excit i n g  assortment of 
ch icken ,  lamb, beef, f ish  and vegetarian d ishes. Some 
favo rites are : * 
" Shirin pullav: Pers ian rice wi th saffron , garn ished 

with o range pee l ,  p istach ios and almonds. Also on 
the m e n u  cou ld  be Pers ian  wh ite r ice and Sabzi 
Pulla v (green d i l l  rice) .  

° Fessenjan: c h icken o r  meatba l ls  i n  a sweet and 
sou r  g ravy of pomegranate ju ice and walnuts .  

" Jujeh Kabobs:  barbecued chicken or lamb.  
0 Baked fis h .  
" Ghormeh Sabzi: beef and vegetab le stew with red 

kidney beans . 
" The meal  ends with Bamieh and Zoulbia (pastries 

sweetened l i ght ly with syrup) ,  or Baklava or cake. 

Young and old enjoy the Parsi wedding banquet, tradition
ally served on banana leaves, on long banquet tables. 

A typ ical Pars i  wedd ing banquet menu is shown here: 
" Rotli (un leavened bread ) ,  Murambo (wh ite pumpkin 

p reserve) and Gajar-meva achar ( d ried fruit p ickle) . 
• F ish :  Patrani Machhi (chutneyed f ish ,  usual ly pom

f ret, in  banana leaves) o r  Parsi Fish Sas( pomfret 
cooked in a tangy wh ite sauce) . 

• Safi-gos: beef or lamb stew with rais ins ,  d ried apr i
cots and deep-fried , sh redded potatoes. 

• Laganshala: sweet and sou r  mixed vegetables and 
d ried fruit stew. 

• Chicken Farcha: breaded sp icy fr ied chicken .  
• Veal or Lamb Pullav (saffron rice) and Masala Dar 

(sp icy sp l it peas) 
• Pars i  Custard ( r ich m i l k  pudd ing )  and Kulfi (p i sta

ch io icecream) .  

... Recipes for these dishes are invi ted for publication in a fu ture iss ue. 
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PATRANI MACHHI 
(CHUTNEYED FISH IN BANANA LEAVES) 
1 1 /2 lbs pieces of pomfret or fi le! of f lounder or  catfish 
4 banana leaves or 8 pieces of 8"X 1 2" a luminum fo i l  
2 tsp  o i l  
2 T. v inega r  
String fo r  tying .  Salt t o  taste . 
Wash and dry f ish .  Rub with salt and set aside.  Wash and dry 
banana leaves and remove center  s tem to make 8 p ieces. 
P lace leaves top side up and grease l ightly with oi l  Gener
ously coat each fi let with coconut chutney, and p lace on the 
center of the leaf. Fold over the two long sides, then the  2 
short ones ,  t i l l  the f ish is wrapped completely. Tie each pack
age with th in  string .  In a large dutch oven ,  heat one cup of 
water. Add vinegar. P lace a vegetable steamer in this dutch 
oven .  P lace the wrapped fish in the steamer. Cover and 
steam for 1 5-20 minutes, turn ing once.  Serve the packets on 
a p latter. Serves 8.  
Coconut Chutney 
1 cup f laked ,  sweetened coconut 
1 /4 lb .  bunch of fresh coriander, washed 
4 hot green ch i l l ies 
2 cloves garl ic 
1 tsp . cumin seed 
1 tsp. sugar 
1 /4 cup lemon juice 
Salt to taste 
B lend all ingredients together  at high speed for 2-3 minutes, 
t i l l  g round very f ine.  Add a l ittle water, if necessary. The 
chutney should have the consistency of cottage cheese. 

LAGAN SHALA 
SWEET AND SOUR MIXED VEGETABLE STEW 
2 on ions, chopped 
1 /2 C.  O i l  
1 /2 c.  each, diced potatoes, sweet potatoes and carrots 
1 /2 c.  shel led green peas 
1 /4 c. diced bell peppers 
or substitute one 20 oz. package of frozen m ixed vegetables 
2 c loves gar l ic ,  1 /2" p iece g inger root and 1 /2 tsp . cumin ,  

b lended to  a paste with a l itt le  water. 
1 /2 tsp .  each turmeric, chi l l i  powder  & cur ry powder 
2 tomatoes, diced 
Dried apricots and raisins 
3 T. each ,  vinegar and brown sugar 
Salt to taste. 
In a rarge fryi ng pan, saute the onions in a l i tt le oi l  and set 
aside .  Add more oi l as needed and sti r- fry al l the vegetables ,  
each separately. Remove vegetables onto paper towe ls. To 
the remaining o i l  in  the pan , add ginger-garl ic paste and pow
de red sp ices and sti r b r ief ly over low heat .  Add sau teed 
on ions ,  d iced tomatoes and cook 2-3 minutes. Add the st i r
fried vegetables and cook for 1 0  more m inutes. Mix in the 
apricots, raisi ns ,  v inegar and b rown sugar and cook for f ive 
more m inutes . Serves 6 . 
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LAMB OR VEAL PULLAV 
3 cups long 0 grain Basmati rice 
2 large onions, chopped 
1 /4 c .  corn oi l 
4 cloves garlic , and 1 /2" piece ginger, chopped 
2 lbs . veal or  lamb cubes 
1 c. yogurt 
3 cardamoms, 4 cloves, 1 "  cinnamon stick , 1 0 peppercorns 
8 c .  water and salt to taste 
3 medium potatoes, peeled, cubed and fried 
1 /2 tsp. saffron , soaked in juice of 1 lemon 
6 mi ld  green chi l l ies 
Garnish: 1 /2 c .  raisins , fr ied in b utter 

4 boiled eggs, quartered 
f inely sliced onions,  deep fried t i l l  crisp 

Soak rice in cold water for one hour. Drain. In a large frying 
pan, brown chopped on ions in oil . Add garlic , g inger and 
veal or  lamb cubes. Saute for 1 5  minutes. Add yogurt, salt , 
cardamom, cloves, cinnamon and pepper. Add two cups of 
wate r  and cook on low heat, covered (30-40 minutes_ unti l 
meal is tender and a thick gravy remains. 
I n  a separate pol, boi l 6 cups of water, add rice and salt and 
cook for 5 to 1 0  minutes, making sure that rice is only half
cooked. Drain rice in colander. Add the saffron-lemon mix
tu re and toss the par-boiled rice , unti l  some  of the rice is 
colored yellow. 
In a roasting pan , arrange half of the meat , fried potatoes and 
rice. Repeat the layers, ending with the rice on top. P lace 
ch il l ies vertical ly at intervals. Cover tightly sealed, and cook in 

, 300 ' oven for  30 minutes. Garnish , and serve hot with 
Masala Dar. Serves 8. 

MASALA DAR 
1 lb. toovar dar (yellow split peas) , washed and soaked 
1 small bunch fresh spinach, washed & coarsely chopped 
3 hot green chill ies, 1 large onion, and 1 potato, diced 
1 small eggplant, peeled and cut in large pieces 
Few sprigs fresh coriander and mint, washed and chopped 
2 lbs lamb or veal cubes, washed 
1 /2 tsp turmeric powder 
Salt to taste 
1 /4 cup oil 
2 onions , chopped fine 
1 /2" piece ginger root, 6 cloves garlic & 2 tsp. cumin seed, 

blended to a paste with a l ittle water 
1 1 /2 tsp. chil i powder, 1 1 /2 tsp. sambhar powder, 4 tsp .  
dhana-jeera powder, and 1 tsp.  garam masala powder. 
2 medium tomatoes, chopped 
2 lemons, cut into wedges 
P lace dar in a large, heavy pot with the vegetables, meat, 
salt, turmeric and 6-8 cups of water. Bring to a boi l  on high 
heat. Lower heat to medium. Skim off froth. Cover tightly 
and cook t i l l  meat is tender, 45 m inutes. Remove meat and 
set aside. Mash dar through a colander, or puree in blender. 

I n  another pan , fry onions in oil t i l l  golden brown.  Add blend
ed  and powdered spices and saute. Add tomatoes and 
cook 1 0 minutes . Add tomato mixtu re and meat to the dar. 
Add 1 cup of water, if necessary. Cover and s immer to r 20 
minutes. Serve with pu l lav. Serves 6-8. 

CHICKEN FARCHA 
8 pieces chicken th ighs and drumsticks 
Marinade of 2 cloves garlic crushed, 1 /2 tsp. cumin 

3/4" ginger root, 1 /2 tsp. pepper, salt , 1 T. lemon juice 
4 eggs and 1 /2 c.  b read crumbs or  more 
1 c. corn oi l  
Re move s kin  and wash ch icken and d ry. Make 2 s l i ts i n  
each piece. Marinate in g inger-garl ic mixtu re overnight. Beat 
eggs with fo rk .  I n  a 1 0" frying pan , heat o i l . Coat chicken with 
b readcrumbs , d ip in egg and fry in  hot o i l  for 2 min. on  each 
side t i l l  go lden b rown.  

DRIED FRUIT PICKLE 
1 1 /2 lbs. each,  dried apricots and dried figs, cut in p ieces 
1 /2 lb. each , golden and dark raisins; 1 lb.  dates, pitted 
6 cups wine vinegar 
1 lb .  dark brown sugar 
2 tsp . each ,  cardamom, clove, cumin , c innamon powders 
3 T. chi l l i  powder, Salt to taste 
1 lb. carrots , fine ly ju l ienned or  grated 
2 ( 1 6  oz. ) cans mango pu lp 
2 oz. mustard powder 

Soak dry fruits in 3 1 /2 cups vinegar overnight. Remove fruits 
and discard vinegar. Place 2 cups vinegar in a large dutch 
oven.  Add brown sugar and powdered spices. Cook 1 0 min
utes, st irri ng  co nstant ly. Add dry frui ts ,  ca rrots , salt and 
mango pu lp. Cook t i l l  mixture thickens. Remove from heat. 
Mix mustard in 1 /2 cup vinegar and add to the cold pickle. 
Store in  airtight jars, in a cool place. 

PARSI CUSTARD 
1 3-oz. can evaporated milk or quart of whole milk, reduced 
8 oz. heavy cream 
5 T. sugar 
3 eggs 
1 /2 c. almonds, blanched and s live red, pinch of nutmeg 

P re-heat oven to 350' . In  a bowl, beat eggs. Add cream, mi lk 
and s ugar. Mix well .  Add almonds. Sp rinkle with nutmeg. 
Bake in greased glass dish at 350" for 30 min. , then at 250' 
for 15 min.  more. Cool and refrigerate. Serves 8. 

PISTACHIO KULFI 
2 cups heavy cream 
1 cup whole or  evaporated mi lk 
1 can sweetened condensed m ilk 
2 T. each, unsalted pistachios and natural a lmonds, ground 
1 drop green food color 
1 /2 tsp. vanilla extract and pinch of ground cardamom 
1 2  kulfi molds or 3-oz. p lastic cups 

I n  a bowl, m ix all ingredients. Fil l cups 3/4 ful l .  Cover cups 
with plast ic wrap and then aluminium foi l .  Freeze .  To serve, 
unmold and sl ice onto dessert p lates . Serves 1 2 .  

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Above rec ipes from An Adven ture in Exotic Parsi 

Indian Cooking, by N e rg i sh  Karanj ia and Nerg i sh  
Unwal la ,  45  Carlton Avenue ,  Marlton ,  NJ  08053, (609) 
983-6239 .  Discounted p rice: $9 .95 + $2 sh ipp ing .  
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Vi l las fo r Rent i n  O rlando  
T h ree - bed ro o m  v i l l 2 s ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  f u rn i s h e d  w i t h  TV,  
t e l e p h one ,  m i c rowa 11 e ,  was h e r-d ry e r  and mo re ,  a re 
ava i l ab l e  fo r rnnt o r. 2 week ly bas is , in O rlando , F l o r i 
da .  conve n i e n t l y  l oca ted , j ust 20  m i les  f rom 0 i s ney -
wo rl d .  Con tac : Ja l c c  C acta in  a t  (407) 437-4343 .  

Shouting from  the Rooftops -
'\\Jy Daughter Has 1\'lade It11 

I a lways fee l so p rct.:c  when  I read of ach ievemen ts o f  
Zarthus t i s  a l l  ove r  t he  J lobe ,  but when  somebody c l ose  
to you  reac h es S t.; C ,': a h e i g h t  o f ach i evemen t ,  you r  
p ri d e  :<nows no  b c t.: , cs and you want  to  shout i t  f rom 
th e rooftops :  "f'v ly  dac. ;; h te r  has  made i t ! ' ' 
O u r  f am i l y  i m m i g ra :ed  to Canada i n  1 967 a n d  my 
e ldest  daughter  De i ra  was 3 years o ld . The reafte r we 
had two more daugr. : e rs ,  and we now have a wonder
fu l son - i n - i aw, Bar ry. ! co u l d n ' t  ask fe r a b ette r  l i fe and 
thank Ahu ra f'v lazda svery day fo r the  many b less i ngs  
H e  has bestowed t.; C :: n  us i n  th i s g reat cou nt ry 
Of cou rse .  we a l l  ha 11 e  d reams . . .  but not  i n  my w i l dest 
d reams d id  I v i sua i i zs  my daugh te r  becoming an  ' an i 
ma to r '  and  t he  owr e r  o f  one  o f  t he  fas tes t  g rowi n g  
compan ies i n  North  . .l.rne r ica. Ba rry and  De i n a  have 
often tr ied to exp la i r;  '.o us i n  s imp l e  l anguage what t h e i r  
company, Barde! Ar:<na ticn does ,  and a l l  I h ave unde r
stood is that t he  car:cons  we see on the screen are no t  
the  s t roke of  an  arc i s t ' s  pa i ntb ru s h .  I t  ta kes a l o t  o f  
wo rk, a lot  of labor, ard a le t  of  ce l l s  to make a sp l it sec
o nd of a screen that  we see f lash befo re us .  
De ina has always w2nted to be  her own boss .  She  has 
ach ieved that absc 1 L.; te ly on her  own m e ri ts and ha rd 
work ,  wi th a l l  t h e  s � p p o rt  a n d  p raye rs f rom us ,  bu t  
f inanc ia l ly every per J,y and  a l l  the b ra ins  a re from th i s  
husband  and  wife team . An imat ion  i s  becom ing  b i g 
b u s i n ess i n  North  :. .�e rica .  Now i s  the t i me  to get  e n  
t he band -wag o n .  They  w o u l d  l ove  to hea r  f rom 
p rospect ive i n ves to rs  and  f rom you th  i n te res ted i n  
l earn i ng  more a bc 1., :  : he  f i e l d .  Contact t hem at (604) 
669-5589 .  
When  the newspaper  [see next page] h i t  the stands and  
was  so ld  out wi th i n  '. r e  day, we cou l d  no t  be l ieve w h at 
we saw. They had n e t  to ld  us  about  t he i r  i n terv iew, and 
when  yo u see you r  -:aughter  look ing up  a t  you  from t he  
n ews-s tands ,  i t  was '. h e  p roudest moment  of  o u r  l ives .  
'Ne picked up 5 -6  :8o ies  of t he paper. I jus t  fe l t  I had 
to  send it to you r  rragazi ne  . . .  I th i n k  they dese rve the 
,8c cgn i t i c n  and so : : 8s the commun ity fo r o rc d u c i n g  
yf:l t  a n o r � e r  Zart h 1., s : 1  y o u t h  w h o  has  l i v e d  up  to  r n e  
l egacy o f  o u r  fo refa: ,--: e r s .  
Shera: 8/ u:san ia 
'/ 1 1 1 cu u ;_ · ,;r, /3 r : t ,si z :.= . :  :m1ou1 

r ry �'la rd 

Ward and Bhesania: anxious to do their own production 
Ba rry Ward and  D e ! n a  Bhesan i a-known as Ba rde !  An ima
t ion-opened the i r  doo rs ,  h i t  t he  b i g  t ime, fe l l  on  the i r  faces ,  and 
bounced back  to s tart 3.ga in  . .  J ust l i ke  i n  t he  cartoons .  

By  Ian Edwards 

ood-nat u r 1 ) 1 l  '. 1 \ ck(� r ing ,, r n \ms  
t o  p rop td t h e  c u ! u u rfu l mar
r iage and  bus inBSS parl nnrsh ip 
of Ilnrrv Wnrcl ,rnd De. Ina  llhe

sa n i a ,  ! h o  p r inc i p n is lmh i n d  ll arrl e l  , \n i 
m a t i n n  a n d  Zol! , ! l 1 0 i r  two- , 1 1 1 d - , 1 - lrn !  f 
· 1 , ,nr -old da1 1gh 1 r. r, 
· Cun v i iq� i ng i n  ;1 1 1 1 i - m ; 1 11 · �  l .rnd  \rnt •,11 ( : en  
t l l !? i r  t n r rn r i u m- l i ku o ffk , : �i .  q 1 1 e  nonr  ; 1bovn 
,, :,; w;i rm o f  :J 4 ,1 n i m a t o r.•;, t lrn :1 n i l  ,1nd  
p i c k .  r;o r rm:t and  c :h a l l u n ½e , s igh : ind  ro l l  
t l l u i r  n y o s  ns l huy  d ra w  0 1 1 l  t h u  s t o ry r J f  
i h n i r  :m i m n t ion  co mpany. 

l t ' • i q u i l t! ,l :; \ n ry :  •j i [ � ( ; ( J it 'N i lS r0 1 ::1dnd  
. i \  : : ) n 7' w i l h  , 1 ,'5 2 , i J O O  1 r1 ·1 1 : • ; 1 n l ! i n t .  l ) ,1 r d 1 d  
h:is ri r o w n  i n lo o rrn u f  t h u  l . 1qm; l  ,tn 1 m a-
1 i on.,h 0 1 r nos  in Vn n c o u v , i r , fu l !i l l i n � :.wr v i c n  
i · o n t rac.:t s for < :onw a n i ns l i �n  Toron to
r�.1 :rnd �JP. I v a n a  Ll;l. , t h n  l n r� ust ::1n ima l i trn 
1 ; • ; m p :1 n :1 ln ( � . 1 n a d i 1 ,  1t n d  ,\ 1C� l,1 J n i t r. d  
,\ r t i s t s  l 1 1  Lo: ;  ,\ 11 ;-; 1dns .  

! n  ft1nkv  hcr i t Jgc-bui l J i ng d igs on  
R ic l r nnl s ,  �Nar d  ,1 n d  Dhesan ia  have s takud 
0 1 1 t  t he i r  t e r r i t o r ies .  He ,  4 1 .  i s  t he cr,J ;1 t i v P-
0 1 10  ·.v ho � h ows c l inn ts  t h o  ar t i s t ic  o n t h 1 1 s i 
nsm t h n i r  pro joc: ts  n r. n d :  .c; hn , 2 n .  is t h o  
\rn:::; i n ess n 11gol i o to r  w i th  tbn  c n t rnµ r 1mn 1 1 r ·  
i a l  bn 1 1 t .  Tngnt hcr. t h uy r > vc rscn n co rn µ ,rn y 
t hn t  grm nrn tod .S l m i l l i on  ! h i s  yrr n r  i n  a 
:n, q i i n  l i 1 1 !  :-; m w i 1 1 q  1 n , : a !  i 11 d 1 1 s ! ry ! 1 1 , 1 1  
d r i punds  1 J 1 l  i l  f ovo 1 1 ra l i l 1 i U . S .  r \ o { i n r  
1 1 .'< c h n ngo rm d a r i c h  ! ;1 ! n 1 1 !  p ool  o f  d ra •, \' ( ) f<; 
; 1 1 1 < 1  nn i r i t n r •:; , 

" ,\ n i ma t i r J t l ,  1 1 1 1 1 ! 1  r P 1 · 1 • 1 1 \ \ v ,  \ , ; i s  \ i P ! ' J \  
• ;u ffi • r i n � t hn  [);i r k  :\ g , • ,; , "  '>a �• :,  \V: i r d ,  \\' h o \  
t l 1 1 1 1i r:•; t ! o  , 1 d m i !  [1a r r l 1 1 \ ·.v as l t H : k :• i n  i t s  
· i n 1 i rq . " '. 1 1 ► I i i •  ) ; 1 ,; !  i > i • ! i t t  ,. , , a r 'i .  i t ' " r 1 i a 1 ! -. ·  
:; 1 n r : o d  t rJ p i 1 : �  1 1 p . ! t ' -; �o : w  fro m , 1 1 . : ) P , 1 t; 1 i 
i n d u s t r ·, 1 0  ,1 rna i  i 1 1 d 1 1 • ; 1  � :." -- ,1 ! nw s r  , d i  n f  
: t  c:; n r v i ,;c ,  r :i t hnr  1 h a n  i 1 1 r l i :� r n 1 o t 1 .'i ,  E \ 4 1 \ t  
•.- 1 � ; i r �; ,1!,.!0 •.11 ) 1 1 : 1 1  •.v n r q 1 1 : r 1 1 •d i l l  1/n 1 1 c rn 1 1 · i > r , 
i l i , : r i )  , ,.,, 1 i r n  t l \ r 1 1 1 i  l / t l 1 1 i r  . 1 r 1 i rn ;1 t i o r 1  ,; t 1 1 i l 1 1 1 -; 
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Ward alreadv had an extensive 
resume in animat10n-production 
management wt1en he and B t1e• 

sania opened Barde !  in a 700-square-foot 
stud io ,  B t1esania, wr,o  had been invo lved 
in .:hild care and recrea tion, was onlv '.! 1 .  
Tae , r  story quickly became one  oi ea�ly 
success and frightening failures. 

.\ t the time, producers from La /oila, 
Caiifornia, were looking for a Vancouver 
comoanv to draw a series based on the star 
orca ·Jt Seaworld Park. Barde! was com
missioned to render Shamu, The Begin
ning, one half-hour show. 

' ' \Ve were real hard workers . "  remem• 
bers 3hesania ,  "and the industrv here was 
so fresh, they thought okay, we 'll come up 
here, they ' l l  work real lv hard, thev won ' t  
oe  a s  faded a n d  faded a·s Los Ang�les and 
we ' l l  have all this talent to mould and cre
ate. Good premise. And i t  did work, and 
they got excellent product up here. " 

" Shamu really changed us from an ink
and-paint service company to a ful l-ser
vice production faci l i ty over the year, " 
says Ward. Barde! expanded to 3 ,000 
square  feet and 70  people ,  and Shamu 
succeeded in  attracting the producers of  
Tiny Toons, a high-qual i ty cartoon project 

s paco. " \Ve i u st st .1rtod ,1ga in .  We' v11 < 1 lw:1vs 
been , 1b le to ro ! I  with the punches . · ·  

" \V� ' r e  ,1n ,1ccordion opera t i on , ' ' echoes 
Ward. 

he setback was temporarv. Their 
experience and ,J hot loc�l inJus trv 
have saved Barde! from obl iv ion .  [� 

rebuilding the company, Ward md B hesa
nia have racked uo  new ,rnima tion credits 
including work o� the feature Bebe ·s Kids 
for Hyperion ,-\nimation Companv1 Para
mount Pictures, Happin Smokev. � 1 G93 TV 
commercial featuring Smokey the Bear for 
Baer .-\nimation in Los Ange les .  the series 
.,nimated Tales (ram the Cr,,ot Little Wi~
ards, Problem C.�i/d and Ph��t�m :;o.w, " 
p lus commerc ia ls for cereals l ike Sugar 
Smacks, Fru tti Pebbles ,ind Cocoa Ccisps. 

Curren t ly, they are work ing  on �ight JO
seco nd spots for ABC's Monday 1\J i gh t  
Footba l l ,  , 1  job contracted th rough  Cor
nel l/Abood, a commerc ia l  product ion 
company i n  S tudio Ci ty, CJ l i forn ,a .  

at Burns. coord inat ing producer for 
a l l  an imation work contracted ou t  by 
Nelvana in Toronto,  jobs out  Jbout  25 

per cent of her company's an imation work t o  
companies l ike  Studio B and Bardei . 

Burns says that while job securitv is a b i t  
shaky, the outlook for Vancouver 's i�dustr, 
is :ery good, brightened by the city 's prox.' 
1m1ty lo Los Angeles and a qualitv of life 
that attracts talent. "They know that subcon
tracting is precarious, so developing their 
own properties is crucial to their future. " 

Bhesania acknowledges the observa� 
tion. "\Ve can ' t  go any further as a service 
company. The natural progress ion is to do 
our stuff. We ' l l  s t i l l  service al l  the cl ients 
we have now, but we'd like to s tart devel
oping our own product so that we'll own a 
p iece of what we do, " 

They have a project on the go: The 
Witch's Apprentice, the story of two kids 
and their adventures with a good witch, has 
attracted an American co-producer. But the 
deal is waiting an the provincial 

WHO NEEDS D ISNEY? HOW BARRY WARD 
AND DELNA BHESANIA BOUNCED BACK 
IN THE ANIMATION BUSINESS 

overseen by S teven Spielberg. That led to 
a contract for 65 half-hour episodes, worth 
mi i l ions in painting fees, and a bigger 
com !]any. But the volume of  work almost 
cci ;,p ied Barde! .  

The number of pain ted cel ls required 
for �ach ·.v eekly ep isode jumped from 
1 5 .QOO to over 20 .000. Barde! was Jb !e  to 
paint  2 ,500 cel ls a week. By comparison ,  
T..ii wanese supp l i ers can p roduce  �J .000  
c� i l s  by  us ing  dOO  ?aint ers in a ·,v eek. 

3ardel was :�o ing bankrupt. · · •,ve Jte u o  
o u r  :nar�in o n  the �xtrn ce l ls , "  says B h es�
� i J .  _..1._;t tJ r  -1ne  �how. :he c.:::::moa.r.:1 ·.> t e □□ f!d 
u·.va:1 on  good :crms from the· Ti;y To��s 
sor.t:Jc t  in  l !J8!J .  

" '.Ve '..ihrunk from 7 . 000  square Cee t  and 
'W :::: eoo l e  to me Jnd 3ar.v ln an 1J ifice as 
:Ji� ·-1s '.bat , ' '  -ih e  Jdds, ;JO i.n t ing :o her 
�i i lsset1 - in  hundr�d-,;quarc-foc t  ·.v0r:< 

ment's decision on the British Co l umbia 
Film Incentive Program (BCFIP). That ;,ro
gram, which would reba te  about �O  ?er r:en t  
o f  a producer's audited expenses, is mod
e l l ed after the five-year-old Ontario Fi lm 
Investment Progra� (OF!P) that has Jrnwn 
the bulk of  Canadian Engl ish- language � I m ,  
te lev ision series and movies-of-the-week 1 0  
Toronto. A BCF[P decis ion from 8 . C . ' ;  C u l 
ture M inister B i l l  Ilarlee i s  imm inent .  

" l l  could be t irn ,; tart of  our  comoam·, 
, 1 iter e ight  :mars, to produce wi th .somt : imdv  
who's capable o f  mak ing  a 1.J .S. presa i e  :o r ·  
' J S . · · ·;ays Dh 1 :5;i r. : ,1 .  " r t  wuui c !  �e ,1 cl;ancr! 
t'or compan i es in \lan c ;ou •n� r to ,; t Jrt G',v n rn �  
w m c  o f  t fw i r  p rrJJ uct .  I t  wrrn !cJ  Ci? J ( : ,1 ,1 r : c 1 )  
fo r 1 > 1 1r  indus cr:, : o  bccumc i n d ig11r.rrns <1r: d 
)df- ri! ! ian l  i ns t e:Jd uf d • !p t :nden t  on ·�er-.· i c l! 
work frum the r.,· .s . · ·+  
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"I h ave a lways b e e n  att racted to  t h e  F ravaha r, ( o r  
F ravas h i  o r  Fa ro ha r) ,  th e o ldes t  symbo l  o f  t h e  P e r
s ians" ,  says Pasha Hatef i . "We know so l i tt le  about i t .  
So ,  I stud ied a l l  t he  mate r ia ls I cou ld  f i nd ,  and t r ied  to 
make a ' p e rfect ' ,  mos t p rec i se ,  most ca re f u l l y  
des igned ,  Fravahar . T h e n  I thought th is beaut i fu l  sym
bo l  must be p resented i n  a most practical way. "  And 
that is how "Pars Art" was bo rn . 

(" "'1 
The Hatefis: displaying their work at the "Pars Art " s tall at 
the Zoroastrian Congress in Philadelphia . 
Worki ng from the i r  home i n  Vi rg in ia ,  the h usband and 
wife team of Pasha and Suzanne Hatefi p roduce their  
works of art - on china p lates ,  vases ,  tea-pots, cups 
and saucers ,  wa l l-hang ings ,  T-s h i rts and more .  With 
se lf-taugh t  sk i l l s , they t ransfe r t he i r  d e s i g ns of the  
Fravahar, and  othe r  Pers ian motifs , to wh ite porce la in  
p ieces that  they pu rchase, pa in t  i n  b ri l l iant co lors and 
gold,  and f i re i n  a ki l n ,  to make them was hable and pe r
manent .  The i r work is d i sp layed at the  Ca l i fo r n i a  
Zoroastrian Center, and  can  be  o rde red from "Pars Art" 
at (703) 471 -3934. 

"My d ream and des i re i s  to  wr i te  a book  about t he  
Fravahar i n  En g l ish and  Fars i " ,  says Hatef i , who i s  co l 
lec t ing  in fo rmat i on  o n  t he  symbo l .  He i s  look ing  fo r 
Fravahar  des igns .  p ictures ,  artifacts o r  logos used by 
merchants and bus inesses . He says : "Any object . or 
p ic ture , or  p iece of i nfo rmat ion wi l l  be  very he l p fu l . "  

S IAY CONNECTED WITH THE C01W1vIUNITY 

Read the FEZANA Journal .  For a fezu dolla rs , 
the fou rnal makes an excellent year-ro und g�ft 
for Ji1m i ly1 fne1 1 ,is a nd  s t uden ts :rcrny frorn 
home. The firs t  iss ue wil l be sen t w i th a g�ft 
note in you r  name. 
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SURFING IN CYBERSPACE � 
Cruising on the Information Superhighivay 

Recent ly, N o s h i r  Lan g rana ,  l ocated i n  New J e rsey, 
asked for s uggest ions for the FEZANA Census P roject 
to the "Zo roastrian D iscuss ion G roup"  on the I nternet 
with a s i ng l e  keystroke on  h is  compute r. I ns tant ly , 250 
eager  Zarthustis al l  across the U .S . ,  Canada ,  France ,  
U . K. ,  Hol land,  I nd ia ,  Austral ia, and S ingapore ,  g rabbed 
the message and started sending their responses ,  con
cerns and comments back to Lang rana. In two days, 
he received more responses than he  had rece ived in 
the past s ix months by send ing letters to associations 
and maki ng  phone cal ls across the cou nt ry. 
There are 6 ,000 discussion g roups on I nternet ,  cal led 
'newsg ro u p s ' .  These i nc lude 'a l iases ' ,  ' U S E N ET 
News ' ,  ' I nternet News", and 'Bu l letin Boards ' .  These 
g roups are gene ra l ly  u nmoderated and anyo n e  who 
has access to I nternet can participate. But the large 
n umber of such g roups ,  and the extremely large num
ber  of I nternet users ( in the m i l l i ons wo rldwide) makes 
it arduous to f ind what you are looking for, un l ess you 
know the exact address of the g roup .  Several software 
packages ,  s uch  as Mosa ic  and Netscape ,  a re now 
avai lab le to make browsing through  these newsgroups ,  
ca l led ' surfing', eas ier. 
Fortunately for  Zarthustis , t he re are two newsgroups 
that are eas i ly  accessib le :  "The Zoroastrian Discuss ion 
G roup " (Z. D .G . )  and "The Zoroastrian Re l ig ion" (Z.R . ) .  

, /  
The Z. D .G .  is an al ias admin istered by  Meh rdad Khos-
ravian i ,  a computer  p rofess iona l  i n  S i l icon Val ley. I n  
1 987, h e  set u p  an alias o n  I nternet. Any e-mai l  mes
sage sent to the al ias is automatical ly i nserted into the 
mai lboxes of a l l  members of the Z. D .G .  Recently mem
be rsh i p  h as g rown s ign ificant ly, and  today t he re are 
over 250 members .  Anyone  can send messages to the 
a l ias via the I nternet address: 

zoroas trians@least. eng.sun.com 

o r  sun.com!least.eng!zoroastrians 

But u n less you become a member of the Z. D . G . ,  you 
w i l l  not rece ive  any messages .  You r  f i rs t  message 
shou ld  the refore request Khos ravian i  to inc lude you r  e
ma i l  address on the membersh ip  l i st . Membersh ip  and 
other questions  may be sent to: 

mehrdad. khosraviani@eng .sun ,  com 

The Z. R .  is an open newsgroup  with no fo rmal mem
bersh ip  requ i rements o r  moderato r. From I nternet ,  you 
must f i rst access USEN ET, and then access the news
g roup by its add ress:  

alt . religion.Zoroastrianism 

Spend a l i t t le t ime read i ng  these newsg roups .  Not a l l 
messages may i n te res t you .  B ut once you become 
fam i l i a r  w i th  one  o r  t he  ot he r  newsg roup and  get to 
know some of the ' reg u la rs ' , o r  f ind someone you had 
met at  the last  Youth Congress ,  you w i l l  want  to access 
it every few days j us t  to keep in touch and feel con 
nected . 
Both Maci ntosh and DOS systems wi l l  wo rk. If you a re 
on one  of t he  edu cat i ona l  se rvers ,  you can access 
I n ternet  d i rect ly. I f  n ot ,  t he  eas ies t  way to g et i nto 
Cybe rspace is to subscribe to one of the on- l i ne  ser
vices such as America-on- l i ne ,  P rod igy, CompuServe ,  
Netcom, o r  De lph i .  These services make i t  relat ive ly 
easy to surf on the I nternet without compl icated key
strokes . A recent  s u rvey by Wal l  Street Jou rnal  i nd i 
cated that  Ame rica-on - l i n e  p robab ly  g ives t he  best  
combi nation  of services and cost  today. P rodigy p ro
v ides the best connect io n to  the World Wide Web 
(WWW) , a system of co lorfu l , g raph ic screen d isp lays 
(ca l led  "home pages') tha t  l i n k  the vast quant i t ies of 
i nformat ion on the Net. The Stanfo rd Zo roastrian g roup 
has just put  together it 's own home page .  I f  you have 
access to WWW, you may want to view it at : 

http://www-leland.s tanford.edu/group/zoroastrians 

Once you are on t he superh ighway, the re is no addi
t ional cost for connect i ng  to anyone  anywhere in the 
wor ld .  (The  on- l i ne  s e rv ices may cha rge a nom ina l  
amoun t  i f  you exceed  a ce rta i n  a l l owable t ime  per  
month) .  Bu t  be carefu l .  Just l i ke w i th  the U .S .  postal 
service, once a message is posted , it cannot be with
d rawn. I t  is  a lways prudent to compose and edit you r 
message off- l ine before send ing it on .  
There i s  no  censorsh ip  in  Cyberspace , so  anyone o f  
any re l i g i o us  persuas ion  may  exchange i nformat ion 
freely. But  very few squabbles o r  d isagreements ar ise.  
That is because al l  u se rs a re aware of I nternet et i 
quette, o r  'Netiquette' . Remember, once you post a 
message,  it wil l be instant ly read by h undreds o r  thou
sands of persons . And i f  you even accidental ly insu l t  
anyone,  you wi l l  be skati ng on th in  ice .  

By Dr. Rustom Keva/a 

Love is Life 's Wealth 

Love is l ife's wealth , 
Ne 'er  spent ,  but  ever spend i ng ;  
More r ich by  g iv ing ;  receiv ing by  bestowing ;  
Love's l i fe's reward , rewarded in reward ing .  

S i r  Wal ter Scott 
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Submissions and enquiries for this column may be made to 
Dr. Rustom Kevala (see back cover for address) . 

How to Get Around a Boss ¾'ho Blocks 
Your Career Path 
You know you r  work is hot stuff. Bu t  you r  boss doesn ' t  
always agree. I n  fact , sh e  o r  he may bel itt le you r  tal 
ents , g ive you few chances ,  and ignore your  p leas for  
advancement. What do you do? 
Career consu ltants recommend that fi rst, you must look 
object ive ly at you rse l f .  Mayb e  you are i ndeed not  
ready fo r p romotion .  But  i f  you rea l ly th ink that you r  
boss i s  b lock ing yo u  u nfai rly, t h e  cons ul tants warn 
agai nst confronting h im/her  o r  go ing  to h is/her  superi
o rs .  A better way would be to strike up casual conver
sat ions with upper management - in the e levator, i n  
the ha l lways , o r  at  the gol f  c lub .  I f  you get on good 
terms with them , yo u may be asked how th i ngs  are 
going, or you may learn a th ing  or two about your  boss. 
But it is not always poss ib le  to get chummy with you r  
boss's bosses. 
The best way, i t  seems , is to qu ietly spread the word to 
you r  co-wo rkers ,  customers ,  even you r  subord i nates 
(but not to your  boss) that you are dissatisfied ,  looking 
for anothe r  job,  or  talk ing to  headhunters. The / Ching 
tel ls us  that l ife is conditioned and unfree. The superi
or man surrenders to the concept of limitation - of 
being able to differentiate between that which he can 
affect and that which he must accept. If you are qual i 
f ied , you wi l l  land a better job .  Or  th ings suddenly get 
better when yo u r  boss "dec ides to take early ret i re
ment." In any case, your  career remains safe and you r  
p ride remains intact. 

Looking for Home-based Work 
A ret ired Zarthusti in the Houston area wants home
based work in  book-keep ing ,  typ i ng ,  etc .  Advertise
m en ts have p roved to be r ip-offs . P lease contact 
through  Kaemarz Dotiwal la  at (7 1 3) 565- 1 042 . 

Live-in Housekeeper Wanted in NC 
An e lder ly  Pars i  coup le  i n  poo r  hea l th  i n  Char lotte , 
North Caro l ina would l i ke to emp loy u rgent ly a Parsi 
lady as a l ive- in  careg iver-cum-housekeepe r  to assist 
them with medical care , meals and other housekeep ing 
chores . The fami ly  wi l l  provide f ree room and board 
and a sa lary (negot iab le) . I n te rested app l icants are 
requested to call the couple's daughters Zarine at (704) 
82 1 -4 1 29 or Pearl at (20 1 )  228-9602. 
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Good news for Computer Professionals 
A survey by Wi l l iam M .  Mercer, a New York consu l t ing 
fi rm , found that 69% of compute r-service and software 
compan ies in tend to add staff th is year. More than 50% 
of e l ectron ics , te lecommu n icat ions , reta i l ,  l ega l ,  
accou nt ing and  consulti ng  f i rms also p lan to  add staff 
this year [Wall Street Jounzal, January 1 0, 1 995] . 

PERSONALS 

Wou ld  l i ke to trace whereabouts of f riend from Karach i ,  
SANN U  DOSABHOY M I STRY,  i n  h i s  m id -sixt ies ,  
be l ieved to  have settled in  U .S .A. , poss ib ly F lorida , for 
ove r 40 years . Anyone with info rmation ,  k indly cal l (co l
lect) M rs .  Gu lmohe r Gandi at (5 1 0) 934-7239.  

MATRIMONIALS 

FEZANA maintains a matrimonia l  file and will coordinate 
the initial contacts between interested parties . FEZANA 
does not assume any responsibility for verifying credentials. 
Con tact Roshan Rivetna (see back cover for address) .  
Young man, 29, g raduate, good- looking ,  5 '  1 0" ,  sober  
h abits , des i res matrimony with Zoroastr ian g i rl .  Ca l l  
(6 1 0) 589-54 1 9 .  
Young lady, 27, good-look ing ,  h i gh  school  g raduate 
with steady job, domestical ly wel l - t ra ined.  Cal l  (61 0) 
589-541 9. 
Gentleman, 52, well-settled, with a good job i n  Cana
da .  Never  married .  I nte rested i n  meeti ng  Zarth ust i 
lady. [M95-1J. 
Gentleman from Texas, 40, Bus i ness Admin istration 
degree . I n  USA for 20 years .  Enjoys fish ing ,  travel i ng ,  
read i ng .  Wou ld  l i ke  to  meet  easy-go ing ,  respons ib le  
woman .  [M95-3] .  
Female, 37, in U.K., l ively personal ity, Masters deg ree 
from Oxford in  French , i n  teach ing  p rofession . Loves 
read i n g ,  movies and t rave l i n g .  Would l i ke to corre
spond with cu ltu red,  wel l-settled ,  p rofess iona l gent le
man ,  wi th exce l lent sense of humor. Co ntact fri end ,  
Khu rsh id a t  (609) 768-835 1 .  [F95-4]. 
Gentleman, in private aviation business, 46, 5 '  9" ,  
wel l-sett led ,  interested in sports ,  m usic, t ravel ,  cit izen 
s ince 1 979. {M95-5]. 
Professional gentleman, 42, 5' 6 " ,  C PA ,  charte red 
accountant ,  d ivorced, wel l -sett led in service on West 
Coast ,  very out-go ing ,  good ath lete in early days. I n ter
ested in  g i rl 30-35. {M95-7]. 
Slim, very good-looking lady, 57, 5 '5" ,  w idow with 
grown , wel l -settled ch i ldren . Very good-natu red ,  cari ng ,  
nurtu ring  person in good health . I nterested i n  meet i ng 
gent leman ,  view matr imony. {M95-8]. 
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Invitation to S ingles _uClub-Zed" 
Fo r Zarthu st is i n  North Ame rica looki n g  for  ' sou l 
mates ' , (and most unmarried Za rthustis between 21  
and 91  p robably are) , the resources are very meager, 
and the o bstac les immense.  Fo r those ove r 30 sup
portin g  themse lves and l i v ing  a lone ,  hercu lean efforts 
are needed ove r a long p e riod of t ime  to f i nd  an 
'acceptab le '  match .  Our  comm u n i ty is so smal l  and 
sp read out and has so many bu i l t - in  cu l tu ra l  barr ie rs 
that even with the best of i ntent ions ,  many end up mar
ry ing  someone  from the vast poo l  of e l i g i b l e  non
Zarthusti s .  
A p roposal has been put forward to  FEZANA to form a 
Zarthust i  S ing les C lub - "Club-Zed", open to a l l  ages. 
The only requ i rement fo r membersh ip  wou ld be that 
one is unmarried . The idea is to p rovide an opportun i 
ty to meet o thers and have some fu n .  Club-Zed w i l l  
comp l ement  the Youth G ro u ps and  M atr imon ia l  
Colum ns we re ly on today. I t  wi l l  o rgan ize p icn ics ,  out
i ngs ,  camping tr ips ,  and workshops for its members in 
d ifferent geog raphical areas. Camaraderie and lack of 
p ressure w i l l  resu lt i n  the deve lopment  of friendsh ips 
and open in te rchang e of ideas.  Workshops may be 
geared towards setting l ife-goals ,  d iscussion of eth ics 
a n d  be l iefs ,  o r on effect ive comm u n icat ion  with the  
oppos ite sex. 
Club-Zed members wi l l  be  ab le  to netwo rk by phone 
and e -ma i l .  I t  wi l l  be u p  to each ind iv idua l  to form 
friendsh ips and explore inte rests, compatib i l ity, and l ife
goa ls .  (Recently there was a story in the newspapers 
about a librarian from Lackawanna, N. Y., who married 
a librarian from Australia after nine months of courting 
long-distance on the Internet.) The c lub wi l l  also p ro
vide ideas to local associations for encourag ing s ing les' 
get-togethers .  Eve ntual l y, even counse l in g  may be 
made avai lab le for bereaved and d ivorced ind iv iduals . 
What do you th in k? Is th is a good idea? Responses 
may be sent to the Chairperson ,  FEZANA Jou rnal by 
ma i l ,  phone o r  e-mai l .  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Correspondence Marriage Works ! 1 be l ieve 
S ingles Club is an excel lent idea. I found my husband by cor
responding with h im. We were pen pals for one and a half 
years. On my vacation to India,  I went out with h im fo r some 
time, and we decided to get married .  We have been happily 
married for the past 1 3  years , and have a 1 o-year-o ld son 
now, with the grace of Ahura Mazda. 
The concept of correspondence worked wel l for us. The e
mail c lub  is one step ahead than what we did to find each 
other. I fee l  sad about my fr iends who have not marr ied 
because they have not found suitable l i fe partners from the 
Zarthust i  community. I hope the Singles Club is the answer. 
Good Luck to Club members! May you find you r  true life part
ner  from this g roup, and may our  commun ity mul t ip ly thou
sand-fold! -DianaDadachanji, Pennsylvan ia 

PLEASE GIVE FROM THE HEART . . .  

Donations will be deeply apprecia ted for the FEZANA fund 
categories: Welfare, Religious Education, S tudent Aid, Prop
erties, Youth, FEZANA Journal, General, or for a specific 
appeal. Donors should refer to the broad criteria for eligib il
ity of donations to FEZANA for tax exemp tion in U. S .A .  
and Canada, as indica ted in FEZANA Journal [Winter 
1 994, p. 60-61]]. Donation checks, payable to "FEZANA ", 
may be sent to the address in the appeal, or to Oinshaw Joshi, 
FEZANA Welfare Committee, 45 15  Willa rd Avenue, 
#1 609-5 Chevy Chase, MO 20815, Tel: (30 1 )  654-6250. 

FKS Foundation Renders Laudable 

Service to Needy 

With a s ma l l  band o f dedicated vo lu nteers unde r the 
leade rs h i p  o f  M r. F .  K .  Sho lapu rwala ,  the Bombay
based FKS Founda tion has embarked on an amb it ious 
welfare p rog ram fo r the needy. I t 's agenda inc l udes :  
p rovidi ng  medica l  a id ,  runn ing a Homeopath ic d ispen
sa ry; d is t ri bu t i n g  m i l k  powde r, ton ic and foodst uffs ;  
encou rag ing sports and athlet ics; p romot ing communal  
harmony and goodwi l l ;  f inancia l  he lp  fo r deserv ing stu
den ts and p hys ica l ly  hand icapped ; encou rag i ng  the 
arts/l ite ratu re and smal l -scale i ndustries ,  and p rovid ing 
emergency aid du ri ng natural calamit ies . P lease note 
that th is  chari ty i s  not l i m i ted to Zoroastri ans ,  but is 
open to a l l ,  without  d is t i nct ion of caste o r  commun ity. 
Donat ions fo r th is worthy cause may be sent  to D i n 
shaw Josh i  [see address above]. 

WZO Medical Benevo lent Fund 
The World Zo roastr ian Organization (WZO) of London 
has estab l is hed a "Med ica l  Benevolen t  Fund"  with a 
ta rget of £250, 000 to assist Zarthust is seeking ,  i n  for
e i g n  count ri es ,  s pec ia l ized med ica l  and/o r s u rg ica l  
t reatme nt, not avai lab le i n the i r  own countr ies . WZO 
invites donations from U .S.A.  and Canada. P roceeds 
w i l l  be  used to assist Zarthust is who a re u n ab l e  to 
f inance the heavy medical costs invo lved for such treat
ments outs ide the i r  country, e i ther on the i r  own or even 
with ass istance from char itable o rgan izations .  Dona
t i on  c hecks payab le  to FEZANA Wel fare Fund  and 
ma rked "WZO M ed ica l  Benevo l ent Fund"  shou ld  be  
sent  to D i nshaw Josh i  [see address above] . 

Zubin Irani Medica l  Bills 
M r. & M rs .  J .  K .  I ran i of  Bombay have appea led to 
FEZANA fo r donat io n to pay off a large outstand ing b i l l  
o f  Rs .  80 , 925 from the Hemoph i l ia  Society o f  Bombay 
who t reated t he i r  late so n Zub i n  fo r  cancer  t h rough  
Factory VI I I  i njections for fourteen months . I n  sp ite of 



the treatment ,  Zubin passed away in September  1 993. 
Through sa le of the ir  persona l  assets and funds donat
ed by friends and chari t ies in I nd ia ,  the l ran is paid off a 
la rge part of the Rs .  461 ,000 b i l l .  They have appea led 
fo r do nat ions from Zoroastr ians i n  U . S . A .  and Canada 
to c lear the outstand ing  medical b i l l .  Checks payab le to 
"FEZANA Welfare Fund" marked "Mr. & Mrs.  J .  K .  I rani"  
shou ld be sent to D inshaw Jos h i  [see address above]. 
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M .  Zartoshty, BC ($1 00) .  

MILESTONES 

FEZANA maintains records of births, navjotes (sudreh
pushi), weddings, deaths and other major even ts such as 
graduations, navar and martab ceremonies and other honors. 
Please send full information with photos to Dr. Rus tom 
Kevala (see back cover for address). 

Births 

Xerxes Darson, a son, to Soonoo and Daraius Bi l l imoria of 
Ontario ,  on December 28. Grandson to Goola and Hoshang 
Mavalwal la and Mehroo Bomanshaw Bi l l imoria. 
Humin ,  a daughter, to Arnavaz and Ervad Jamshed Dhabbar, 
of Toronto, on September 3. 
Sarah Nico le ,  a g i r l ,  to  Benaifer and John Devine of S i lver 
Spring, Maryland, on September 28. Grandparents are Nar
gis and Shahru kh Kermani of Olney, Maryland. 
Nasha, a new siste r for Aryeneesh, to Havovi and Kaemarz 
Dotiwalla, on December 3 ,  in  Houston ,  Texas. 
Nfil:1La daughter, to Farzane h  and 0aryoush Ejbar i ,  of 
Toronto, on  September 1 8. 
Ash ram, a boy, to Shahin Kam ran and Jamshid Foroutan of 
Rockv i l l e ,  Maryland . G randparents are Kh odamo rad and 
Banoo Kamran of Bethesda, Maryland.  
Shanaya, a daughter, to Aban and Cyrus Grant, of E lmhurst ,  
IL ,  sister to Karl ,  on December 1 5. 
Armaity. a daughter to Shernaz and Jamshid M inwala, of Lon 
don ,  Ontario, on  November 1 0. 

�. a son ,  to Freny and Syavux Pate l l ,  in Bristo l ,  PA, on 
October 6.  A b rother to Cyrus, and grandchi ld for Soonie and 
Bahadur Pa!e l l  of Toronto. 
Jehan , a son ,  to H ufr ish and  Roh in ton P ate l  of Cal i forn ia ,  
g randson to Perviz and Cowas Pate l ,  on  October 22 . 
N ima, a son to Shahnaz and Ader Rostami ,  in Seatt le ,  on  
November 1 9 . He  jo i ns  h is sister Michel le ,  uncles, aunts and 
grandparents l iv ing in the Seatt le ,  Tacoma and Bel levue ,  WA.  
Avvan , a g i r l ,  to B eps i and  Pes i  Sanjana of M ich igan ,  on  
December 1 4. 
Jason,  a son , to Rat i  and Eddie Wri ter of Ontari o ,  on Novem
ber 27, b rother to Jamie, and grandson of Katy and Maneck 
Khambatta ,  and Freny and Hosy Writer of England. 

Navjote (Sudreh-Pushi) Ceremonies 

Shara, daughter of Noshir  and Khursh id Challa, and sister of 
Shee,roy, in Houston ,  Texas , on December 1 8. 
J immy. son of Hoshang and Kashmira Daruwal la of Gaithers
burg ,  Maryland, on  December 30, i n  Bombay. 
Abad, son of Kashmira and Gev Mahava of Alberta, i n  Bom
bay, on January 20 
Zub in , son of Tehemton and Farida M istry of Gaithersburg, 
Maryland ,  on January 4, in Bombay. 
F reya. daughter of Feroze and Maharukh Mota/ram of Wis
consin ,  in Bombay, on December 27. 
Cyrus and Malco lm,  sons of Marazban and Khorshed Van
drevala, in Bombay on December 2 1 . 
Farhad, son of Kodarahm and l randokht Shahryary; husband 
o f  L inda ;  and fathe r  of  M i t ra ,  Aria , Deena ,  Faranak,  and 
Kiyan Pau l ,  in Sterl i ng ,  V i rg in ia ,  o n  September  25 .  The 
Suderh-Push i  was performed by Mobed Bahram Shahzadi of  
Cal ifornia. 
M it ra,  daughter of Farhad and Linda Sharyary of Ster l ing,  Vir
g in ia,  on September 25.  The Sudreh-Pushi  was performed 
by Mobed Bahram Shahzadi of Californ ia.  
F ive students from the rel ig ious class i n  London ,  Ontario had 
the i r  N avjotes performed:  Abt in B u ik i -Azadi of  London ,  
Ruzbeh and Zubin Jasavala of Cambridge ;  and Farzan and 
Faredoon Wadia of Woodstock. 
Th ree ZAG N Y  area ch i ld ren  had the i r  n avjotes performed 
recently : Rashna Clubwalla, Sheherazade Dubash and Mark 
Lel inwal la. 

Engagements 

R ustom D ubash of Sh revepo rt ,  LA, is engaged to N i l oufer 
Balaporia of Vancouver, B .C .  The wedding is on April 22 in 
Vancouver. 
_L¥Jg Batl ivala of Texas and Sam Todywala of F lo r ida cele
b rated their  "rupeeya-pervanoo" ceremony in October. 
Tenaz Turne r  o f  Dal las ,  Texas, received "that special  r ing" 
from Farhad Sah iar of Dayton, Ohio .  

Weddings 

Q.o.oyru: � son of D r. Minoo an d  Jeroo Chinoy of F l i n t, 
M l ,  to Roxanne,  in Bombay, on December 3 1 . 
Jehangir  Daruwal la, son of Soona and Adi o f  Calgary, and 
Catherine .L[Qy_d, at the Darbe Mehr  in Toronto , on J uly 23 ,  



fo l lowed by a recept ion in Calgary. The newly-weds w i l l  be 
work i ng  i n  S t .  John 's ,  Newfo undland, as physio the rap ists .  
P h i roze Sethna to B randy, i n Denver, Co lo rado , in August .  
Az i ta  Yeganegi .  daughter of Parviz and Par i ,  to Ra iornand 
Pars i- Fera id oon ian , son of Homa i ,  in Vancouver, B . C .  on 
November 25. 

Anniversa ries 
Mahaban oo and Nar iman Rivetna of M ontreal . Quebec , ce le
b rated the i r  60th wedding ann iversary on November 1 6 . 

Deaths 

Beh ram Behrami ,  brother  of Meherban Roshan ravan of North 
Texas , in Bombay, in December 1 994. 
Kh odadad Demeh rv ,  78 ,  h usband  o f  H omyu ne ,  father  o f  
Shahpour  (Shah naz) and grandfathe r  of Oran g and Neg i n  
Demehri of  Vienna, Vi rg in ia, on October 20 ,  in  Yazd, I ran .  He 
is su rvived by 2 other  sons , 2 daughters ,  and 5 oth e r  g rand
ch i ld ren .  
Nariman Dastoor ,  father of D r. Yezdi Godiwal la of B rookfie ld ,  
Wiscons in ,  and Adi l  God iwal la o f  Texas . Buria l  was at E lm 
Lawn Cemetery in Chicago.  
Mother  Qf. Khush roo and Lovji Hakim of New York, in  I ndia. 
Perin  Jamsetjee, wife of Nosh irwan, mothe r  of Bach i ( Bomi )  
Damkevala and Rumi  (Kashmira) Jamsetjee of Chicago area ,  
g randmother  o f  D iana ,  Zari ne ,  Pers i s ,  Tanaz ,  Roshn i  and 
Dari um ,  in Bombay on November  1 9 . 
R as h n i  M ojgan i ,  43 , daughter  of P i roja Mojgan i  o f  S i l ve r  
Spring , Maryland .  
Homa i  M istry, 80,  wife of late Hoshang Mistry, mother of D in
yar, Parvez and Khu rshid Behramfram (Richmond,  B .C . ) ,  i n  
Bombay on  November 6.  
D r. Khosrow Namdaran ,  95 ,  husband o f  Gohar, fathe r  of  
Farin .  Farsh id ,  Farzin ,  Farhad and Farrokh (West Vancouver ,  
B .C . ) ,  and 14 grandch i ldren ,  in Be lmont ,  CA. ,  on October  20 
A se lf-made man of many talents (he was a physician with a 
passion for  writ ing poetry) , he  bu i l t  the Namdaran Hospi tal in  
1 948 . one  of on ly a coup le of privately owned hospitals in I ran 
at th e time ,  and estab l is hed  the Namdaran Foundat ion to 
he lp the b l ind and handicapped . For 40 years he  served on 
th e board of the Tehran Zoroastr ian Anjuman ,  unt i l  he left i n  
1 980 to s ett l e  i n  Cali forn ia .  
S im indokht Rash id, mother of the Goshtasbi family of A lber
ta, on October 20, in Tehran. 
Mani ieh Darabshaw Sa rkari , mother  of Kers i  and Arnavaz, 
Aspi ,  and Pi / loo Engin eer, o f  Ontario , on January 7. 
E rvad Beh ramgore Ratanshaw Vak i l ,  75 ,  husband of Katy. 
fath e r  of Khorshed (Jamsh ed) Unwala of Ph i lade lph ia and 
Ratansha (N itash ) of New Je rsey, in  Bombay on December 
1 1 ,  1 994.  Er,ad Vak i l ,  a lawye r, came to S ingapo re fro m 
Tien ts i n .  C h i na ,  in 1 948 , when  t he  com m u n ists ove rra n 
Ch ina. H is  bus iness in terests i nc luded text i les , t rave l .  and 
t ransport.  He  fo u n de d  th e S ingapore Pa rs i  Assoc ia t ion  i n  
1 952, and  served as  i ts P res iden t  for  seve ral years .  As H igh  
P riest o f  S ingapore ,  h e  conducted rel ig ious c lasses and p e r
f o rmed ce remon ies fo r Zarth ust is th rough ou t  S i ngapore and 
M a lays ia ,  B e h ramgo re su ff e red a stroke a few years ago ,  
wh ich l eft h im partial ly i ncapacitated. On ly  last September, 
h e  and h is wi fe moved to Bombay af ter a fond farewel l  f r 0m 
t he  S i ngapore ZarthL;s t i s .  
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EVENTS AND HONORS 

Zarin Oas tu r  

' ZA R I N  DAST U R ,  daugh t e r  o f  
· Amy and Maneck Dast u r  o f  Los 
Ange l es , rece ived a scho la rsh i p  
award fo r t h e  rest o f  h e r  s tud ies  
( in  phys i o log ical sc i ence) a t Un i 

. ve rs ity of Ca l ifo rn ia in  Los  Ange
les ,  based on he r  scho last ic and  
extra-curr icu la r  performance . 

. Sushm ita Sen ,  
who was M iss  

' I nd ia ,  and 
1 Miss  Un iverse 
: 1 994 present
ed the awards ,  
at the "Scho l 
arsh ip  Award 
N igh t , o rga
n ized in  co l lab
oration with 
MAZDA 
TRAVELS.  Sushmita Sen 

I nd ia ' s  beauty queen ,  M iss  Ais hwarya Ra i .  was 
crowned "M i ss  Wor ld" at a g l itte ri ng  pageant in S u n  
C ity. South  Africa .  o n  November  1 9 . I t  was a p roud  
moment fo r I nd ia ,  t o  p lace its de legates at the p i n na
c le of both the Miss World and M iss Un iverse contests 
i n  1 994.  
ZAR I N E  DOT IVALA, ass istant reg is t ra r  a t  R utgers Un i 
ve rs ity in  B runswick ,  New Jers ey, was  un i q ue ly  hon 
o red fo r he r  20 yea rs o f  se rvice .  The  U . S .  f l a g  was 
f lown for her o n  th e U . S .  Capito l in Wash i n gton ,  D . C .  a t 
the requ est of Bob Franks , membe r  of Congress .  Dot i 
va la rece i ved a deg ree of  Mas te r  of Educat i on  from 
R u tgers i n 1 982 .  [Franz Pars iana, October 1 9941. 

J EHAN G I R  KA RANJ IA was honored on  September 9 ,  
by the  Frate rn i ty Ahu ramazdya r of On ta rio , fo r  · 'se r1 ice 



to the Zarthustis of Ontario and l ife- long dedication to 
c iv i l  aviat ion in I ndia and Pakistan . "  He has also been 
honored by Ceylon for o rgan iz ing  Ceylon 's c iv i l  avia
t ion ;  by Canada for investigating the loss of the Cana
dian Pacif ic Comet at Karach i ;  and by Pakistan ,  with 
the "S itara-e-Kh idmat" Imperial Services O rder. 
DR .  JAMSHED MAVALWALA, Professor of anthropolo

gy at  the U n ivers i ty of 
Toronto ,  was e lected Vice
P resident of the Executive 
Board of the North Amer i
can I nterfa i th Network 
(NAIN) ,  compr is ing of 250 
members f ro m  major  re l i 
g i ous  g roups i n  Canada 
and the U .S .  S ince arrival 
in Toronto in 1 969 ,  he has 
been Commit tee Cha i r  of 
the Ontario Counc i l  on  
M u lt icu l t u ri s m ,  served on  

t he  National  Counc i l  o f  Ch rist ians and Jews Board fo r 
two decades,  and was Chairman of the World Confe r
ence on  Rel ig ions for Peace (Canada) i n  wh ich capac
ity, he  led two de legat ions - to Kenya and  Ch i na. 
Twice e lected President of the Zo roastr ian Society of 
O ntario , and  convene r  of t he  F i rst N o rth  American 
Zoroastr ian  Congress in 1 97 4 ,  h e  was awarded the 
L i fet im e  Exce l l ence Award at t he  No rt h  American 
Zo roastrian Congress in  1 992 .  
CY R U S  M ISTRY, son of Jehang i r  and  Arnaz M is t ry 
g raduated with honors from Novi H igh Schoo l ,  Novi ,  
M ich igan.  He  was Valedictor ian fo r h is class , debator, 
p ian ist, and thespian. He  was also involved i n  social 
serv ice act ivit ies . He has won the M ich igan  Alumn i  
Scho larsh ip ,  Cornel l  U n ivers ity Nat iona l  Scho larsh i p ,  

Kahlil Gibran 

and th e  Nat iona l  Honor  Society Outstand ing Service 
Award.  He plans to study medic ine/med ical eng inee r
ing at Johns  Hopkins Un ive rs i ty i n  Ba l t imore, Maryland . 
[From Parsiana, October 1 994]. 

S O RAB M I STRY has been  appo inted Sen i o r  Vice 
P res ident ,  As ia Pac i f i c ,  of Tara S i nha  Mccann-Erick
son , which is in charge  of Coca Cola 's advert i s i ng  
account. He retu rns  to  the  Coca Co la  accou nt afte r a 
i 0-year st i n t  wi th J .  Walte r Tho mpson i n  To ronto . 
[From Fed Newsle tter, October 1 994] 

DR .  DHUN  NOR IA, chief of c l in ical patho logy at Scar
borough  Grace Hos
p i ta l , was appointed 
to the Chai r of the 
Met ro To ronto D is 
t r ict  Hea l th  Counc i l  
by the  Lt. G overn o r  
of  O ntario .  The 
Counc i l  serves as an 
advisory board to the 
M i n is ter  of Hea l th . 
I ts parameters 
inc lude 44 hospitals ,  
1 500 commun i ty 
ag enc ies ,  and  66 
long-term care fac i l i
t ies - cate ring to the 
needs  of 4.8 m i l l i o n  

people, and  i nvolving a health-care expenditu re o f  $6 
b i l l ion .  At the present time ,  the Counc i l  is invo lved in  
restructur ing o f  the  M etro Toronto Hospital systems. 
Z U B I N  PANTHAKY, student at McG i l l  U n ive rs ity i n  
M o nt rea l ,  w o n  t h e  Facu lty o f  M ed ic i ne 's Campbe l l  
Howard P rize fo r 1 994 fo r  cons istent exce l lence i n  writ
ten reports in c l in ical medicine .  

On Marriage 
Here Love begins to render the prose of Life in to hymns of praise, with music tha t is set by night, to be 
sung in the day. Here Love's longing draws back the veil, and illumines the recesses of the heart, cre
ating a happiness that no other happiness can surpass but that of the Soul when she embraces God. 

Marriage is the union of two divinities that a third might be born on earth. It is the union of two souls 
in a strong love for the abolishment of separateness. It is that higher unity which fuses the separate uni
ties within the two spirits. It is the golden ring in a chain whose beginning is a glance, and whose end
ing is Eternity. It is the pure rain tha t falls from an unblemished sky to fructify and bless the fields of 
divine Nature. 

As the first glance from the eyes of the beloved is like a seed sown in the human heart, and the first kiss 
of her lips like a flower upon the branch of the Tree of Life, so the union of two lovers in marriage is l ike 
the firs t fruit of the firs t flower of that seed. 

"Beloved, before me stretches a life which I can fashion into grea tness and beauty - a life tha t began 
with our first meeting, and which will las t  to eternity. For I know that it is within you to bring forth 
the power that God has bestowed upon me, to be embodied in great words and deeds, even as the sun 
brings to life the fragran t  flowers of the field. " [From The Treasured Writ ings of Kahlil Gibran ]  
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