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Ye urvanem men gaire vohu dade hathra manangha 
ashimcha shaothananam vidush Mazdao Ahurahya 
yavat isai tavacha avat khsai a-aeshe Ashahya. 

I lead my soul to the House of Song through the power of Good Mind 
and righteous deeds known to You, Ahura Mazda. 
As long as I have the will and the strength 
I shall teach others to strive for righteousness. 

[Yasna 28.4, see "The Essence of Gathas" by Firoze Jungalwala, this issue} 
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To Those lNho Fear the 
Religion is Dying Out in 
the ;Modern' liVest 

Fear not! In 
the short span 
(about 30 years 
or so) that 
Zarthustis 
have been on 
this continent 
in any signifi
cant numbers, 
there has been 

'-------------=:;:J more commit
ment to perpetuating the faith than at 
any other time in it's long and check
ered history. 
I cannot say how very proud I am to 
be a North American Zoroastrian, 
amidst a group of Zarthustis who 
have faced, and are continuing to 
face tremendous odds, as a miniscule 
community in a sea of non-Zarthus
tis, and who are nevertheless suc
ceeding beyond anyone's 
expectations, in preserving and per
petuating the religion, in inspiring our 
children to grow up with Zarthusti 
values, and in bringing recognition 
and respect to our religion. 
If you could come to one of our Con
gresses, and mingle with the North 
American community; if you could 
go behind the scenes of a youth 
congress, or a youth camp or semi
nar, and listen to their deliberations 
and their concerns, for themselves 
and for their religion; if you could 
attend a FEZANA meeting, and see 
the involvement of the people, who, 
while they may not always agree 
with one another, nevertheless, are 
deeply committed, and striving in 
their own way to do what he or she 
believes is best for their community 
and their religion; if you could go to 
one of the numerous conferences, 
seminars, and workshops, where 
Zarthusti educators and scholars and 

youth and adults gather to learn; if 
you could pick up and read the 
FEZANA Journal, reflecting the 
pulse of the community here in North 
America ... 
If you could visit a Zarthusti home 
here in North America, where parents 
are striving to imbibe Zarthusti val
ues in their children; and see their 
efforts to maintain the traditions. 
And they are succeeding well, 
because of the hospitable climate 
afforded to all, in these two countries 
of Canada and U.S.A. 
If you could have attended the Parlia
ment of the World's Religions, in 
Chicago in 1993, where Zarthustis 
stood tall among the other faiths, far 
out of proportion to our numbers; if 
you could attend the countless inter
faith gatherings where Zarthustis 
present themselves and gain respect 
and recognition; if you could listen 
to our youth proudly present our reli
gion to their class-mates at school ... 
If you could have seen the Chicago 
Darbe Mehr being built; the tremen
dous dedication and effort that went 
into the building - from fund rais
ing, to search for the land, through 
design, ground-breaking, clearing the 
brush that covered the property, con
struction, the day the half-built roof 
trusses collapsed; when members 
gathered to sweep and clean, and 
sand and varnish, and polish and 
paint for interminable days; the 
arrival of the Afargan in a crate, from 
Surat, India; down to the momentous 
Inauguration Day, when the sacred 
flames were installed in the Afargan 
by our Priests, with the prayers and 
blessings of the community. And of 
course there are eight such Darbe 
Mehrs now - each built with love 
and dedication by the community. 
If you could come to the Darbe Mehr 
on a Sunday morning, and see the 50-
60 kids learning, praying, and having 
fun with their Zarthusti friends; if 
you could see the dedication of our 
Sunday School teachers; if you 

could see the Board Members dis
cussing and debating community 
matters; if you could step into our 
Prayer Room and feel the warmth 
and love of the community as they do 
Humbandagi together; if you could 
see the ladies gathering in the kitchen 
to make Dar ni Poris for Ava Ardivi
sur Parab: or the seniors gathering 
for Bingo: or adults gathering for 
Gatha classes ... 
If you could see the life cycle events 
- navjotes, weddings, funeral 
prayers, that have taken p!J.ce on that 
stage; if you could see the sacrifices 
made by our Priests who take time 
from their busy jobs, and without 
remuneration, perform J ash ans, Tan
darostis, Machis and more; if you 
could see the ladies happily cleaning 
the divas, and polishing the khoom
chas before the Muktad; and if you 
could come and see the Darbe Mehr 
during the Muktads, shining and 
spotless, filled with table upon table 
of flowers and the fragrance of lob
ban; if you could come and enjoy the 
Gahambars and Jashans, and 
Mehergan and Jashne Sadeh, and 
NavRoz and Pateti ... 
To this community, our Darbe Mehr, 
so lovingly built, be it consecrated or 
not, is as sacred as any Atash 
Bahram, anywhere. If you could 
stand beside our Chicago community 
members and pray as the Priests say 
Atash Niyaishe on a Sunday morning 
in front of our shining Afargan in the 
dim light, with the flames roaring ... 
If you could have a taste of some of 
these things that are happening in 
North America ... 
Then you would not fear. 23 

Roshan Rivetna 
Publisher, FEZANA Journal 

* * * * * 
<J!iere are only two fasting 6eque.sts 
we can maR_e to our chi[rf ren -
one. is roots, the. othe.r wings. 



''Welcoming Group" for 
Newly Arrived Students 
in the USA and Canada 
Viraf Mohta of Princeton, New Jer
sey bounced the idea on the Zarthust i  
Internet  alias , and now, a few months 
later, the vo lun teers st i l l  keep corn
ing. Viraf, who has now also joined 
the FEZANA Small Groups Commit
tee , has started a "Welcoming 
Group" to assist newly arrived 
Zarthust i  s tudents, such as receiving 
them at the airport, getting them in 
touch w ith other s tudents ,  or with the 
local Zarthust i  Association, or host
ing them for a few days till they get 
their feet wet. Thanks to the magic 
of Internet, Viraf now has a long and 
grow ing l i s t  of vo lunteer 'we lcom
ers '  in most major c ities of USA and 
Canada and in 8 - 1 0  countries .  If 
you would like to be a 'welcomer '  or 
a ' welcomee ' , contact Viraf Mohta, 4 
Bozarth C t : ,  Hamil ton, NJ 08690,  
ema il: vmohta @etes . org .Te l :  (609) 
58 1 - 1 668 . 

Shahriari on "The Twi
light Zone of Science" 
I would like to thank Shahriar 
Shahriar i  publ icly for flying down 
from Vancouver to San Jose on his 
own time , and presenting a great 
workshop to our youth in Northern 
Cal ifornia, on March 3. 
His seminar "The Twilight Zone of 
Sc ience", brought a new perspective 
to our youth who are trying to bridge 
sc ience and religion. The exercises 
in his workshop covering topics from 
Order and Chaos, to Matter and 
Energy, Creativi ty, S ix th Sense and 
more , kept the you th enthral led .  I 
h i ghly recommend this seminar to 
other Youth Groups . 
Mehran Sepehri 
Mountain View, California 

"Nouruz " at the Sacra
mento Public Library 
A spec ial exhib i t ,  "Nouruz" ,  featur
ing paintings by Iran ian artists, books 
on Iran , and a s lide show was held at 
the Sacramen to Publ i c  Library 
March 26-30, 1 996. A festive 'Haft 
Seen '  table was also set up decorated 
with food symbolizing the New Year. 
Tradi tional cookies were served after 
the program. Proceeds benefited the 
L ibrary 's  Farsi books and materials 
col lection . Contact Behzad Chami at 
(9 I 6) 753-4254. 

Iranian Heritage Day 
in New Jersey 
Governor Christine Whitman of New 
Jersey declared Iranian Heritage Day 
in that S tate with the proclamation: 
"WHEREAS residents of Iranian her
i tage in New Jersey provide a rich, 
enduring cul tural history in art , litera
ture, education and theology ;  and 
WHEREAS , succeeding generations of 
Iranian-Americans, like their forebears , 
have distinguished themselves in the 
fie lds of business , education ,  pol i tics ,  
medicine and industry ; and 
WHEREAS, Iranians throughout the 
world will celebrate the arrival of Spring, 
the Iranian New Year 1 375, on March 2 1 ,  
1 996, . . . I do hereby proc laim March 2 1 , 
1 996 as IRANIAN HERITAGE DAY." 

Issues Facing Contempo
rary Zoroastrians 
The Zoroastrian Assoc iat ion of  
Metropolitan Washington (ZAMWI) 
organized a two-day seminar focus 
i ng on crucial i ssues re l at ing to 
Zoroas tri an ism from the v iewpo int  
of a new generation of North Ameri
c an Zoroastrians on May 25 -26 .  It 
prov ided the youth cons truc tive 
in terac tion with older Zoroastr ian 
leaders. Con tac t Orang Demehry 
(703) 255-0538 .  
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Novruz Celebrations 
in California 
Numerous Novruz celebrations were 
held in  Cal ifo rn i a .  The S tan ford 
Zoroastr ian S tudent Group held an 
even t  with a Haft-Seen table , games 
and dancing, open to al l S tanford stu
dents and Zoroastrians .  Dr. Mehra
ban Shahrvin i  was gues t  speaker at a 
Navroz function celeb rated by the 
Society of Iran ian Profess iona l s  of 
Northern Cal ifornia . 
Over 500 attended the cu l tu ral 
even ing ,  wi th  a Persian s i nger and 
Ind ian dinner, jointly organized by 
the Zarthust i  Anjuman of Northern 
California and the Persian Zoroastri
an Organization ,  in San Jose. 
The Californ ia  Zoroastrian Center 
celebrated at the Rostam Guiv Dar-e
Mehr in Westminster, near Los Ange
les . 400 guests attended the cultural 
program, free of charge .  
The Zarathushtrian Assembly cele
brated at Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills 
with a religious and cultural program, 
attended by over 450 persons .  

Submitted by Mehran Sepehri 

BC Attempts Definition 
of a Zoroastrian 
At an Extra-ordinary General Meet
ing on January 28 ,  the Zoroastrian 
S ociety of B ri ti sh  Columbia dis
cussed proposed changes to their 
Constitution, among them a new def
inition of a Zoroastrian : 

"A Zoroastrian is a person who attests 
to be a true believer and fol lower of 
the re l ig ion as propounded by Asho 
Zarathushtra in  the Gathas, and who 
subscribes to establ ished Zoroastrian 
habi tual or cus tomary practices ." 

The definition was put to vote, but 
d id not pass due to lack of t ime and 
legal imp l i cation s as adv ised by a 
solicitor. It will be brought up again 
at a future meeting. 
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Visit  of Iran's Zo roastrian 
1v[ember of Parliament The Zoroas tr ian Soc ie ty o f  B ri t i s h  Col umb ia hosted a program i n  hono r  of  Parv iz  Ravan i .  Zoroast ri an Member of Par l i amen t  i n  Iran on  Januarv 6. 1 996 .  A s imple .  i n te l l igen t  gutsy gent leman .  in h i s  early forties . Mr. Ravan i .  an arc h i tect ,  i s  o n e  o f five m inor i ty MPs i n  the Iranian Maj l i s ,  the othe;s be ing Armenians (2  seats ) .  Assyrians ( I seat) and Jews ( I seat ) .  Mr. Ravan i encouraged Zoroas trians to attend the Congress in Tehran in June .  He stated categorical ly tha t  there are on l y  two areas where Zoroastrians  are not al lowed to  have pos i t ion s :  i n  t h e  m i l i tary and  i n  the jud i c i ary . Apart from th is . there is no prejudice i n  the Consti tut ion agains t  any minori ty commun ity. In h is est imate ,  there are about 55 ,000 Zanhust is in Iran . [From BC Newslet ter, "In Search of the Truth ", Afoy 1996j, Photo R ight, Afr Rm.mn i  (3 rd from left) with Alm1ar Dabes tan i, Dr. Khosrow Dabes tan i  and Farshid Dehmoubed in Shim:. Iran 

Firdaus Dhabar 's work in 
New York Times The November 2 1 ,  1 995 S c ience  Sec tion of t he  New York Times ment ions the work o f  Rockefe l le r  Universi ty graduate s tuden t ,  Fi rdau s Dhabar, a member of the New York Zarthus t i  communi ty. and an o rdained Mobed .  Firdaus .  work ing wi th  Dr. Mc Ewen .  has  s hown tha t  s tress induces a dro.mat i c  redep loymen t of immune ce l l s .  Dhabar ' s  work  ha s  s hown tho.t . w i t h  s t ress .  immune c e l l s  t ro. ve l  from the b l ood  t o  the bone marrow. sp l een  l ymph  nodes and s k i n .  ready t o  do  batt le . Th i s  causes the body  t o  generate more i mmune c e l l s  i n the b l ood . C h ro n i c s t re s s .  h o '.ve •1e r . clo e .s s u pp ress the p roduc t i o n  o f  i m mune ce l l s .  Fu ture e x pe rimen t s  a r e  p l anned  t o  s t udy  the po i n t  a t  w h i c h  th ·1 ,  t u rn takes p l ace .  [From ZAGNY Ne,cs/et ter, fr/; 1 996/  

Impact of neiu LIS Immigration bills 
Smith Bill rejected. Congress overwhe l ming ly (333-87)  passed the Immigration in  the National Interest Act , 1 995 .  w i thout pass ing cutbacks in legci l  immigro.tion cis proposed i n  the Smith B i l l .  It voted t o  keep legal immigration at the current  leve l .  Bu t  it d id  pciss mciny provis ions that wi l l  make the illegal al ien ' s  l ife more d ifficu l t .  Th i s  has a l most ki l l ed  the hopes o f  Senator Smi th to forge comprehen s i ve c hanges by  e l i m i nat i n g  lega l  immigratio n  to  the  L'S ,--\ .  Congress rejec ted the proposal to cut legal immigration to one th i rd i ts present leve l .  Congress  i n stead dec i ded t o  take drast ic measures  aga i n s t  undocumen ted  al i ens . The B i l l  p rov ides for add i t i u n al border patro l s .  s y s tems  to  check e l i g i b i l i ty o f  j ob  app l i ca n t s ,  and tough penal t ies agai ns t  documen t fraud and i m m i g ra n t  ,mu:;-g l i ng .  I t  a l l o w s  

S tates to bar chi ldren of undocumented al iens from attend i ng pub l i c  schoo l s .  Simpson Bil l  Pending .  However another b i ll (S impson B i l l ) ,  w i th s imi lar prov is ions to cu t  legal immigration is s t i l l  pending in Congress .  Th is B il l  also proposes to se vere ly  restrict  fami ly  i m mi grat i on ;  a l l adu l t  c h i ld ren . s i b l i ngs , and some pare n ts .  wou ld  b e  barred e n try . Concerned person s  are en cour aged to w ri te to the i r  Senato rs and Congre s sme n to  vo te NO for the S i mp son  B i l l . I t w i l l  s eve re l y  c ur b  the  ab i l i t y o f  US c i t i zens from reun i t i ng  v, i th the i r  fam i l y  members . Abou t  7 1 5 , 000 peop l e  re l ocated to the L' S in I 9()5 . and the t re nd  w i l l  con t i n ue i n  t h e  r·u t u re . From a r ticle by Lal Varghese .  Fo r info rma tion con tact  ,\, I r. Va rg/1 1:sc , 
. 1.·uorncy a t  Law a t  I� 1-1:J 78S-0-;"7"i. 



Ivy F. Gandhi Young 
Zoroastrians ' Camp ZAGNY has permanent ly named its annua l  summer  camp the Ivy F. Gandh i  Young Zoroastrian 's Camp in lov ing memory of  the late Ivy Gandhi who started these camps and ran them for many years . This year, the Camp w i l l  be fro m  the nigh t  o f  Wednesday. August 1 4  to Sunday, August  1 8 . Contact Homi M. Byramj i at (20 1 )  3 1 6-8636 .  
ZS O Silver Jubilee The Zoroastrian Soc ie ty of  Ontario wi l l  celebrate i ts S i lver Jubilee this y ear, wi th  a Gala B anquet on September 20, at the Thornhill Communi ty Center. Tickets are $50 per person .  A car wi l l  be raffled that night . A S ilent Auction will be held . The B anquet Committee is inviting advert isements for their Souvenir  B rochure ($200 ful l  page, and $ 1 50 half page ) .  For information, contac t B anquet Committee Chairperson, Dhun Noria at (4 1 6) 447-0 1 0 1 .  
Zarthusti Art Objects at 
Royal Ontario Museum Ardeshir Dastoor and his committee have planned an Exhibition of preIslamic art and artifacts to illustrate the level of art and technology that existed during Iran 's  Zoroastrian era. As part of this program, the Royal Ontario Museum has been approached to set up exhibits of relevant art objects in the Iran Gallery, and provide lecture tours ,  starting in September 1 996 .  
rrli e e s s e n c e  of S!:J n e rg!:J 
is t o  v a [u e  cfiffe r e n c e s 
- t o  r e sp e c t tft. e m 1 t o  
G u i [cf o n  s t r e ng tli 1 t o  
c o mp e n s a t e fo r w e a k._  
n e s s e s .  
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Das tur De  F i roze M.  Kotwal , H igh  Pr iest  of  t he  Wad iaj i  Atas h B ahram in Bombay, was on a v i s i t  to US A th is  Apri l .  He w i l l  proceed to the UK in May, before returning home. Dastur Kotwal spoke to audiences in a number of  US cit ies : Houston ( where he also performed Aryehneesh Dotiwal la ' s  Navjote ceremony) ,  Dall as .  the Univers i ty of Indiana ,  Pitts-burgh , Chicago, San Jose, New York, Washington, DC and others . 
Dasturji Kotwal, right, with Dr. 
Kersey Antia, in Chicago, April 1996. 

2nd World Zoroastrian Youth Congress 
"Faith in the Future'', London, UK, 1997 

July 4-7, 1997: Full Day Seminars 
July 8- 12, 1997: Evening sessions, sight-seeing, socializing 

The Young Zoroastrian Congress Committee of UK, cordially invites 
young Zoroastrians from North America to the next Youth Congress, 
in London Meet and exchange ideas with youth from around the 
world, to shape the future of Zoroastrians as a global community. 
Delegates will also have the opportunity of visiting the UK and enjoy 
the hospitality of UK-based Zoroastrians. 
Call for papers on: Religion - Past, Present and Future Unity of Zoroastrians as a global community Eco-world and its safeguards Technological revolution: diversity and effects. 

Kenn.an Jasavala, Chair, rZ Committee, Zoroastrian House 
88 Compayne Gardens, London NW6 3RU, UK 

Fm:: 44 181 241-7150 • Tel: 44 181 997-2076 • E.mail:dhunji@wa,fiefddemon.co.uk 

IN COMING ISSUES OF FEZANA JOURNAL 
Fall (September) 1996: A Review of Zoroastrian Scriptures. 
Winter (December) 1996: History and Achievements of Parsis in Bombay Old photographs and stories of Zarthustis in Bombay will be welcome. Letters and articles on these themes are invited. Submission deadl ine is  July l for the Fal l Issue, and October 1 5  for the Winter Issue . 
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1996 FEZANA ACM The l 996 FEZANA AGM w i l l  be  he ld  Ju ly 3 -4 , at the  Cathedral Hil l  Ho te l  in San Franc i sc o .  FEZANA workshops wi l l  be held on the afternoon of the 4 th .  All FEZAt"lA Officers, Member  Assoc iation representat ives and Committee Chairpersons are invited. Observers are also welcome .  Contac t :  FEZANA Secre tary Ketayun Kapadia at (609) 795-0946. 
FEZANA Tenth Anniver
sary - Pre-Congress 
Party and Fireworks Celebrate FEZANA's Tenth Anniversary w i th a dinner party, mus i c ,  toasts ,  e n tertainment and fireworks , at His Lordships Restaurant, Berkel e y  Marinas ,  Northe rn Cal iforn ia ,  wi th a spec tacular view of S an Franc isco and the Pacific Ocean . on  Ju ly  4 ,  1 996 , 6 pm - midni ght .  $20 per  person .  A l l  are i nv i ted .  Con tact Mehran Sepehri at (4 1 5 ) 988-8 875 .  
Interfaith Encounter 
at the Presidio De legates to the San Franc isco Congress, and o thers are invited to an interfaith encounter at the Bay Area In terfa i th Center a t  the Pres id io  i n  San Franc isco ,  on July 5 .  a t  7 : 30 pm . ,  hqsted by the Center. They and o ther in terfai th leaders ,  i nc l ud ing  th ose  i n v o l ved w i th the Un i ted Re l i g i on s  i n i t i at i ve ,  are look ing  forward to  mee t i ng  our  Zarthus t i  commun i ty members .  Contac t Roh in ton Rivetna (708 ) 325-5383 .  
ZSO Childrens Day Camp The ZSO youth group  w i l l  h o l d  3 two-week sess ions for ch i ldren 6- 1 3 ,  at the Darbe Mehr th is  summer. Contact Aimie Mirza (905) 823 -5690.  

North American Congress 
San Francisco, Ju ly, 1996 The Ten th North 

/.11 ro,1 .m: r - <  ; , , 1 ni:;u Colln tion American Zoroastrian Congress will be held Ju ly 5-6, at the Cathedral Hi l l Hotel and Convention Cen,. ,;, ter in S an Frani.:..:..:.=:..£,..=""'-'-",,;�;; _ __,· • ·  c isco . Contac t : Godrej Kerawal la at (408) 272- 1 850 . 
International  Catha 
Conference in Houston The Second North American International Gatha conference wil l  be he ld in Houston from Augus t 3 1  to S eptember 2 ,  1 996 . To fos ter  an exchange of ideas and increase apprec iation of Gath ic l i terature, the Center for Gath ic S tudies . the Zoroastr ian Associat ions of Houston and Greater B os ton ,  and FEZANA are proud to presen t readings and d iscuss ions w i th eminen t  Gath ic scho lars from around the world . Over 1 6  recognized academic and rel igious scholars wil l  exchange their research and reflect ions on the Gathas , as well as educate, enlighten ,  and extend the  current s tate of Gathic studies in the Aves tan and Pah lav i  tex ts . For reg i s tration de ta i l s ,  see next  page. 

Heritage Tour of Iran Mos t de legates to the Teh ran Congress from USA and Canada wil l  be jo ining the Heri tage Tour of  Iran , June l 0- 1 9 , covering Zarthust i  Heri tage s i t e s ,  Persepo l i s ,  Pasargadae , P i rs ,  Mt .  Demavand and more .  Contac t Dol ly Dastoor at (5 1 4) 656-2036 (Canada) or Roh i n t on  R ivetna at (708) 325-5383  (USA) . 

Sixth lNorld Zoroastrian 
Congress, Tehran, 1996 The Tehran Anju man wi l l  be hos ts fo r the S i x th Wor ld Zoroastr ian Congress , i n  Tehran , from June I 9-22, 1 996.  Contact  Dolly Das toor at (5 1 4) 656-2036 .  

lNorld Avesta Conference in 
Tajikistan, September 1996 A World Aves ta Conference w i l l  be held in Dushanbe, Taj ikistan, in early Sep tembe r 1 996 .  The Taj i k i s tan Friendship Society has invi ted a delegat ion to v is i t  Tajikis tan to attend this Confe rence .  A tour of the ancien t  his torical s i tes of Zoroastrian i n terest in the Sogdian Emp ire period i s be ing arranged, hos ted  by th e Friendsh ip S oc ie ty. Con tac t D r. Meher Master-Moos, Mustafa Bui lding,  S ir P.M .  Road, Bombay 400 00 1 ,  Te l :  268 02 1 4 , Fax : 266-2735 . 
World Zoroastrian Youth 
Congress, London 1997 The Second World Zoroastrian You th Congress (fo l lowing the Firs t  i n  1 993 in  Los Angeles ) ,  w i l l  be he ld Ju ly  4-7, 1 997 ,  i n  London ,  UK. Plann ing for the Congress is being undertaken by Young Zoroastr ian s (YZ)  o f  the London area ,  w i th the support and back i ng  of the Zo roastr ian Tru s t  Funds of  Europe ,  ZTFE . Young Zoroastrians from arou nd the wor l d  are i n v i ted .  [See announcemen t on page 5] 



Second North American I nternational Gatha Conference 

Gothic Vis ion i n  the Next Mi l lenn ium 
Houston, Texas 

August 3 1  - Sep/ember 2, 1996 

Professor Jomes Boyd 
Professor Jomsheed K Choksy 
Professor Richard N. Frye 
Professor Helmut Humboch 
Dr. Pollan R. lchoporio 

Featured Speakers : 

Prof. Koikhoshrov D. Irani 
Professor Jeon Kel lens 
Dostur Dr. Firoze M. Kotwol 
Prof. William W. Malandra 
Prof. Forhong Mehr 
Ervord Dr. Rohinton Peer 

and 

Prof. James R. Russell 
Prof. Martin Schwartz 
Prof. Prods 0. Skjaerv0 
Prof. Gernot L. Windfuhr 
Prof. Ron G. Williams 

Ardeshir Anoshirvoni, Dr. Jehon Bogli, Keki Bhote, Dolly P. Dostoor, 
Koemerz Dotiwolo, Khorshed F. Jungolwolo, Dino G. McIntyre, 

Rohinton Rivetno, Mobed Foriborz Shohzodi, and Kobod Zorolio 

ADVERTISEMENT & DONATIONS: 
Please col l  Homi Dovier 713.270.551 9  
a n d  lend generous support. Camero
ready artwork is due by July 1 996. 

[+.] AIR TRANSPORTATION: 

Take advantage of low air fares and 
make your reservation by call ing 
Capricorn Travel & Tours at 
71 3.270.551 9 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION: 

Need more information? 

Dr. Pollan R. lchoporio 
Kaemerz P. Dotiwala 
Sorosh J. Manekshow 

J. W. Marriott Hotel at the Galleria 

Tel : 610.589.5419 
Tel :  71 3.565.1 042 
Tel : 713.870.931 7  

Room role is $59.00 / single or double, plus lox. For reservations, please call Norgesh Sethno ·01 
71 3.729.8845. Your enclosed check will secure your reservation. 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  
__ Yes, I will attend the Second North American International Gatha Conference. 
The registration fee of $100.00 per person is enclosed. Make check payable 
to Z A H - Gatha Conference and mail registration Form to : Mrs .  Nargesh Sethna 

5026 Hazelton 

Name _____________________ _ 
(Mr./Mr5./Ms./Mlss) 

Address 

Houston, Texas 77035 

--------------------------------

City Slate Zip Country 

Home Tel. ( __ ) _______ Work Tel . ( __ ) _____ Fax (_) ______ _ 



Volume IX,  N' 2 -Summer 1 996 

Zoroastrian is 
Ambassador in Rome 
Dr. (Mrs) Khorshed Rustomj i  (Gin
wala) was appoin ted, in 1 995 ,  the 
Republic of South Africa 's Ambas
sador to Rome, Italy. Khorshed is 
the sister of Frene Ginwala, who is 
Madam Speaker of the South African 
Parl i ament . Their appoin tments 
acknowledge a h igh poli tical profi le 
of this illustrious Parsi Zarthusti fam
ily in South Africa . 
Khorshed, as a Doctor, was involved 
in ANC heal th structures, so when 

New 'Little Dasturji ' Down Under 
He prays loud ly. Maybe a l i tt le hesitant ,  maybe a l i t
tle shy, maybe a little self consc ious .  You might even 
recogn ize a tinge o f  Australian accent  in the age old 
Avestan phrases. He prays sincerely. He prays wi th 
his heart . He is just a little boy. And he makes the 
Zoroastrian community of Victoria, Australia, very 
proud .  He is their new Ervad,  Behzad Kotwal . 
Behzad ' s  Navar ceremonies were performed at Vadi 
Dar-e-Meher  Agiary in Navsari , India. on December 
2 l ,  1 99 5 .  B ehzad jo ins another new Austra l ian 
Mobed, Ervad Beghdad Bana (photo left) who al so 
became a Navar last year. 
It is indeed heart-warming to see the tradition passed 
on to the new generation of Zarthustis ,  down under. [From Rathaeshtar, Newslet ter of the Zoroas trian Association of Victoria, Februan; 1996] 
AHURA, the Opera 
"AHURA", the first fu l l-fledged rend it ion of pas
sages from the Zend Avesta in the choral-orchestral 
traditions of western classical music, was c reated by 
55 year old Ms. Meher Madon-Janson, in coordina
tion with Pervez Doctor 's  30-piece Bombay Cham
ber Orches tra. The choir was drawn from the 
B ombay School of Mus ic  and the Dadar Mus ic  
Ensemble .  AHURA runs through six movements : 
Discord , Ashem Vohu, Ahunavar, Fravarane, Tan 
darosti and Paeon to Ahura Mazda. 

democracy arrived in South Africa, 
she became formally involved in 
pol i tical bodies ,  representing the 
party on National Heal th Forum. 
President Mandela then asked her to 
become Ambassador, represent ing 
her country of South Africa. "I d id  
not jump at i t" ,  she is  reported to 
have said, "But after careful consid
eration I thought how I could use that 
position to promote the Reconstruc
tion and Development Program" ,  
which is so dear to her heart . [From ZTFE Circular, July 1 995] 

A Blooming 
Tribute to Freddie 
Rose-grower Er ic  S tainthrope of 
U.K. has developed a new strain of 
rose which is officially regis tered as 
the "Freddie Mercury Rose" ,  in the 
name of the late pop star, Freddie 
Mercury (Bulsara) . The rose reflects 
Freddie's favori te color, yellow, and 
is tinged w ith red. S tainthorpe took 
about five years to fully develop th is 
strain of rose and grow it in any num
ber. The rose made its fi rst public 
appearance at the Royal Nat ional 
Rose S ociety 's northern show in 
1 995 . [From ZTFE Circular, October 1995] 



Labour Candidate 
Maravala Elected The London borough of Redbridge e lected Labour candidate Fi l ly Maravala by a thumping majority over h is Conservative rival in May 1 995 .  He wi l l  be on three committees in local government - Social Services, Education and Management Services . Though h is  ward constitutes 8 , 800 people, his sphere of representation is said to ex tend over 234,000 constituents of  Redbridge. Maravala's parents hail from Navsari. Sett led in the UK since 1 967 , Maravala jo ined the Labour Party in 1 985 . 
[From FED Newsletter. October 1995] 

N aoroji Street in London "Insurance Street" in Finsbury (near London) was renamed "Naoroj i  S treet" in honor of  B ritain 's first Asian Member of Parliament, Dadabhoy Naoroji ,  at a special ceremony at Finsbury Town Hall on February 27, 1 996. In attendance were the Mayor, the High Commissioner of India, H.E. Dr. S inghvi , and leaders of the London Zarthusti community. Mr. Faridoon Madon, originator and prime mover of the street renaming idea, was recognized for quietly but persistently propelling the project to its successful conclusion. Another promoter of the project was Omar Ralph ,  who had earlier created the mobile exhibition depicting Naoroji ' s  Parliamentary career and achievements . 
[From ZTFE Circular, March 1996] 

Please check your address 
label. If your subscrip
tion has expired, please 
use the form on the back 
cover to renew it. Multi
year renewals are avail
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elicitations on FEZANA'S 

Tenth An 
On Being Severed from 
the Mainstream As an outs ider I have been watching keenly (and not without some envy) FEZAN A grow from its modest early beginnings into a powerful Zoroastrian body with limitless potentials. Having spent a large part of  my life outs ide B ombay and India, I have always secretly harbored wishful  ideas of the possibility of a cohesive force such as yours, outside the 'Old World' . As the years passed by, these ideas often seemed as much remote (if not impossible) to me as Cyrus the Great' s  initial thoughts and hopes of re-uniting all the lndo-Iranian peoples in the vast hinterland of Euras ia. My observations and my experiences over the decades ,  in Wes tern socie ties have, however, convinced me that we Zoroastrians, while trying to progress (with all good intentions) have somehow appeared to miscue the basic truth that we are not in the millions . Our total global population does not reach one million, or half a million or even a quarter of a million . In no one country of the world do our numbers reach even 0. 1 million .  We are only a few thousand left on the good earth - scattered widely apart. The same conditions under which other re l igious and cultural communi ties organ ize themselves and prosper, obviously does not (and I believe, should not) therefore apply to us . There are myriads of negl igib ly small pockets of Zoroastr ians helples s l y, and most times i rrevers ib ly, severed from their mains tream cu l tu ral or ig ins by t ime , d is tance and natural d i lu tion .  Di lut ion ,  in a relent less ly expanding world popu l at ion is ,  I be l ieve ,  our  most formidable enemy. 

• 
zversary 

Such calamities are now unlikely to occur on your continent of North America. To you , men and women of vis ion in North America, I send heartfe lt congratu lations  and profound salutations .  God B less FEZANA. 
Sam Kerr 
Sydney, Aus tralia . 

Happenings in the 
New World Greetings and Congratu lations to FEZANA on reaching the two digit age . It is indeed an honor to send a message to you for your special Tenth Anniversary issue. Allow me to introduce ourselves to your readers . The Karachi Zarthosti Banu Manda! is now an octogenarian lady, run by women since its inception . We give assistance to the community in a number of  ways :  monthly aid, medical, payment o f  education fees for schooling and college, assisting our youth to go abroad for higher studies ,  teaching children extra curricular activities and a monthly entertainment program. Our motto has and will always be Seva and Sakhavat - Service and Charity. Your Journal today is read not only in North America but world wide with interest, and we in Karachi especially look forward to the i ssues , as i t  keeps us abreas t w ith what i s  happening in the New World. FEZANA is to be congratulated on its achievements in  th is short span of time under the Pres identship of Mr. Roh in ton Rivetna, and now having Dol ly Dastoor as your ab le and dynamic leader. The Congresses organ i zed by FEZANA both for the Youth and the not so young have proved invaluable , 

[Con tinued on page 20] 
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Bi,ilding 
The Zarthitsti 
Natio 
By Dolly Oastoor 
Pres iden t, FEZANA. This  i ssue o f  FEZAN A Journal 1 s  dedicated to al l  the Zarthusti commun i ty leaders pas t and presen t  who have guided th i s  communi ty through troubled and smooth t imes ,  who have been both vis ionary and react ionary, who have endeavo red to pu t  th i s  sma l l  commun i ty o f  ou rs on  the  North American map . I t  is a salute to  a l l  the i r  e fforts and dedication , As we begin to ce lebrate the l 0th ann i versary of  the estab l i shment  of FEZANA, we mus t s top to think and reflect - Who are we? What do we want? Where are we going? Why are we going there ? And , mos t  important ly ,  how are we gettin g  there? Understanding FEZAt'\JA. FEZANA is an al l -encompass ing word which activates different images in different peop l e .  It c reates an image of an organization which has tremendous power to enforce decisions .  It c reates an image of a competing organizat ion which may take over the functions of local geographical organ izations .  And for some, it creates an image of a toothless tiger which can neither roar nor bite .  The usual ques tions often asked are : "Can I j o in FEZANA?" , "Can FEZAt"l"A give an opinion on a conten tious issue such as the de fini t ion of a Zoroas trian ?" ,  or  Why doesn ' t  FEZANA decide o n  the issue of nonZarthus t i s  w i sh ing to embrace our re l ig ion?" .  In rea l i ty, FEZANA i s  none o f  the above .  Then what  i s  FEZANA ? To bet ter understand what FEZANA is and i s  not ,  let us look at the s truc ture and s p i ri t  beh ind that organizat ion .  

FEZA NA 
R IN 

A F UTURE 
FEZA1VA P re s ide n t  D o l ly D a s to o r, Fo u n de r 
P re s i de n t  R o h in to n  R i v e tn a  a n d  Pas t Vi c e  
P re s ide n t  H o m i  Hom} i refl e c t  o n  th e i r  v is i o n  
fo r FEZANA, th e commun i ty and  th e re l ig i on .  

Dastoor: building a nation Structure. The Federation  o f  Zoroas trian Assoc ia t ions of North America (FEZANA) was born on June 2, 1 987 .  Today there are 2 1  regi stered bodies who are all members of the Federation ,  1 7  from the USA and 4 from Canada. In addition ,several small groups of  Zarthust is who h ave no t  yet  organ ized themse lves  in to a regis tered body, a l so  be long to  t he  Federati on a s  Correspond ing Members .  FEZANA i s  s tructured such that the Board of Directors i s  the 2 1  Member Assoc ia tions .  The power of  dec is ion 

Rivetna: coming together rests w i th these 2 1  assoc iat ions ,  weighted by the s ize of  these associations . The five elected officers, the President , Vice-Pres ident, Treasurer, Sec retary and Ass i s tan t  Secre tary, serve as adm inis trators only, w i th no voting rights .  FEZANA was es tab l i shed at a frag i le  moment  in  our  h i s tory on Nor th  American so i l  when there was a need to reassu re peop le  that com ing  together does no t  mean los ing au tonomy and independence .  FEZANA 
has not chosen the path of develop 
ing po licy based on  majority deci-



sion ; rather it has chosen to take the 
more difficult path of consensus 
building, which  imp l ies i n formed consen t  at g rass -root le ve l .  I t  i s  a s l ow and laborious process , but a so l id one . A Decade of Progress. What does a Federat ion hope to ach ieve that indiv idual assoc iations cannot? It must be emphasized that FEZANA is not another assoc iation . It is not in competi t ion with ex isting assoc iations .  It 
is, rather. an umbrella organization 
that lives only if its member associa
tions want it to live. It was formed to g ive greater v i s i b i l ity. cohes iveness and strength ,  to the Zarthust i  communi ty. And we have done that quite successfu l ly for the past 1 0  years . The Committees wh ich form the 

Homji: reviewing and reflecting 
backbone of FEZANA have tried very hard to bring about this stability by  executing and implementing the purposes of FEZANA. The most important achievement of FEZANA, in sp ite of  i ts  organ izational l imitations ,  has been the creation  of  a c I i  mate o f  trus t ,  understanding and fe l lowship ,  areas of comfort where each  assoc iat i on  and each Zarthus ti is encouraged to achieve h is o r  her max imum potent ia l . The achievement of each associ
ation is the achievement of FEZANA. 

A lot has been going on in our commun i ty for wh i c h  the assoc i at i o n Pres iden t s ,  together w i th the i r  Boards can  be  right ly proud. Progress on this cont inen t  has been phenomenal , in  bus ines s ,  in profess ions, and in personal achievements . The Win ter 1 995  Bus i ness  i s sue o f  the FEZANA Journal i s  l iv ing proof. Our re l ig ious awareness has also grown . Almost every assoc iation has organized re ligious c lasses for ch i l dren (FEZANA is developing a s tandard national curricu lum) ; the North American Zarthust is ,  with the generous benefaction of the late Arbab and Morvarid Guiv, have estab l i shed 7 Darbe Mehrs ,  with one more in the building stage . Our participation in the hundredth anniversary of the Parl i ament of World ' s  Relig ions , in  Chicago, in  1 993 ;  as  well as  the 50th Anniversary celebrations of the Uni ted Nations in San Francisco and in  New York, a t  both the academic ,  as well as the spiritual level , by adults and by the youth i s  a tribute to the respect our religion commands . Controlling our destiny. Bu t  i t  is t ime to move on and beyond the task of establish ing ourselves. We have now to look to growth,  growth i n  numbers, growth in maturity, growth in  economic and soc ial s trength ,  growth in our own empowerment to build our Zarthusti Nation. But mos t  importan t we have to deve lop our o wn identity as North American Zarthus t is ,  carving th is  identity out  of the so lid bed-rock of mi l lennia, finely ch iseled by  the social and climatic changes over the centurie s ;  rooted in scholarsh ip ,  respectful of  the past bu t  hopeful of  the future . We have to control our own des tiny . We need to have a v i sion of a group of  people ,  disparate but un ited , moving towards  a goa l ,  the goal of regai n ing the re l i g ion  o f  Asho Zarthustra first for ourse lves indiv idua l l y  and then for the commun i ty ,  
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and on ly  afte r tha t  can we regai n for the re l i g i o n ,  the recogn i t i o n  i t  deserves for its contribut ion to world thought and sp i ri tua l i ty. Each one of  us has a ro le to play i n  t h e  rea l i zat ion o f  t h i s  v i s i on .  We have to se t  up a road map, but  we also need to know where we want  th i s  road to take us .  Do we wan t to move in c i rc les and come back  to where we are today - in other words a ' s tatus quo ? Or  do we want to c l imb a hil l from where we get on ly a fogged-i n  view of the valley ? Or do we want to cl imb a hi l l  from where we can get  a more en l ightened and c lear view of the val ley ? I f  we choose the th ird op t ion then there has to be partic ipat ion at the grass root level by each and every one of  us .  We all have to contribute towards building our Zarthust i  Nation . We all have to do our share in  whatever way we wish .  We a l l  need to  educate ourselves in  our rel i gious h i s tory and scriptures .  And then we need to become religiously, po l i t ically and socially more act ive in our own association .  We need to make each of our individual assoc iat ions s trong and vi ab le . A strong assoc rat10n means a s trong  FEZANA. If an  ind ividual th inks right, the association wil l  think right, and i f  the assoc iation thinks right FEZANA will think right. 
If each one of us puts their shoulder behind the wheel of their communi ty, pushing it to the top of that hill , then sure ly  we wi l l  all see a very c lear view from the top .  
The choice is ours, yours and mine. WJ 

"The  F i re of Zarth ustra i s  

c learly t he  i nner  d iv ine spark 

dwe l l i ng with i n  each h uman 

be ing  - a spa rk f rom the  

U n iversal F lame. "  - / .  J. S. Taraporewala 



Vol ume IX. N'' 2 -Summer 1 996 

"Coming 
Together" In 
North America 
By Rohinton M .  Rivetna 
Founding Pres ident, FEZANA The genesis . It is now a decade since we, as North American Zoroastrians ,  conceded to "come together" ,  w i th some trep idation, at the Fifth Congress ,  in Los Angeles in 1 9 8 5 .  Those o f  u s  who were at that event, remember it as a b itter-sweet experience . Those were the unsett led years , when we were seeking direction, grop ing with our identi ty, surp ri sed and often intolerant ,  to discover that we did not  al l  think alike, and that we all had very strong,  and at times differing views .  All  of this manifested itself at the Congress  in a crescendo ;  and yet ,  out of the storm, bloomed a flower, a gift to the Zarthus ti community : a consensus to form a national body, the genesis of FEZANA. We saw, at that Congress ,  the hand of  Ahura Mazda guide us through the s torm, and bring us l ight ,  to kno w  ourselves better, t o  understand ourselves, and recognize that we were each different, and yet we needed to "come together" for the greater good, in harmony, and w i th love , understanding and respect. This "coming together" gave b irth to FEZANA, which is  as much a concept and an identity, as it is an entity. To us internally, i t  is a matter of the heart - an affirmation of the affect ion and respect for each other that we c herish and hold so dear. To the outside world , both Zoroastrian and non-Zoroastr ian, FEZAN A represents ,  our so l idari ty, our un i ty, and our resolve to work together in North America, in harmony, for the c ommon good . 

I cou ld stop here, because what e lse can one say ! But  for some of us ,  this concept of FEZANA is rather nebulous . What is its form and s tructure? What is its vis ion? S tructure and Vision .  FEZANA is  registered as  a rel igious organ ization , and as such,  its primary business i s  religion :  first, a secular objective, to ensure the perpetuation of the re l i gion of Zarthustra on th i s  continent ;  and second, a sp iritual objec tive, for the enhancement of individual spiritual i ty, which for Zarthust i s  means living the Good Life, a l ife of integrity, industry and charity. Conceived as a coordinating and faci l i tating body, FEZANA is a Federat ion of the Zoroas tr ian Assoc iations in North America. Decis ions of any import are made collectively by the Member Associations that are FEZANA, and not  by the elected officials of FEZANA, who serve in the Executive role , coordinating and faci l i tat ing the functioning of the organ ization .  The s treng th and empowerment of FEZANA is  thus derived solely from its consti tuent Member Assoc iations . I t ' s  model is not that of the USA model of S tates with an overarching Federal government. I t  is, rather, the UN model of nations coming together at a common table .  Great pains were taken to ensure the comp le te autonomy of the Member Assoc iations . FEZANA does no t  wield any institutional instruments to  force change or se t  policy, a s  was  init ial ly feared by some. Rather, i t  i s  structured to take direction from its constituency, the Member Associat ions (and in turn their  individual membership), allowing every individual voice to be heard, in a truly democratic forum. The various Committees of FEZANA are the ' working bodies ' to take on projects of national scope . Our vision is to see the flowering of the re l i g i o n  of Zarthus tra i n  North America in all i ts man i fes tat ions . 

Our  v i s i o n  is to see the v i rtues of  i n tegri ty, industry and chari ty be recogn i zed  as synonymous  w i th the word "Zoroastrian" in North America , as i t is in our homelands of  Iran and India. Our mission then ,  i s  to develop inst i tutions and agenda, that will perpetuate the message of Zarthustra among our youth and our adults . Mobeds. Our v i s ion encompasses our Mobeds ,  the backbone of the commun i ty . Whi le  the Mobeds ' Counc i l s  maintain the i r  comple te autonomy, the FEZANA Const i tu tion prov ides for a "Continuing Confe rence"  w i th the Mobeds . The community looks to them to establ i sh a mode l  priesthood in North America equipped to impart min i sterial services and re ligious learning ,  in addition to performance of rituals . Synergies of  financing .  For its financial health, a service institution like FEZANA, must develop a syml;>iotic relationship with its constituents - the Member Associations wi th their indiv idual members . While the ins ti tution mus t  unders tand the consti tuen t ' s  needs and develop programs that they will support, the const i tuents  must, in  turn, develop an ethic of collective giving to that inst i tut ion . This  synergy is just  s tarting to develop . We are just beginning to realize that "the more you give , the more you receive." Whi le the commun ity i s  indeed b lessed wi th indiv iduals who have contributed l arge ly, the co l l ect ive po tential remains large ly untapped . It is hoped that as the community matures and individuals prepare their es tate plans ,  the serv ice ins t i tut ions are kep t in mind,  provided of course that the ins t i tu t ions develop p rograms that offer the needed services . To maintain cont inu i ty and s tab i l i ty as our community grows, we, as firs t generat ion North Americans ,  must ,  in  the not-too-distant future, sow the seeds for a sound and cen tral admin istration/ s ecre tari at/office .  



Harness ing  resources. Ou r commun i ty has  a h igh leve l  of  ind iv idual i sm .  Our  h i s tory has made us so .  And  that has resul ted i n  a di sproport io nate ly  h i gh  number of outstanding personal i t ies and talents in the commun ity. Communal respons ib i l i t ies and  h i g h  leve l s  o f  ind iv idual i sm could essen t ial ly be ant i thet ical e le me n t s ;  the s truc tu re o f  FEZANA attempts to capture individual ism for t he ben e fi t  of the commun i ty as a whole and offers the po tential to recogn ize  committed and v i s ionary leaders who can lead the communi ty into the next millennium. Succumbing to pol i ti c s ,  we somet imes fai l  to recognize the difference be tween se lfless, dedicated service, and self-serving service .  The former is a p rec ious  commodity, and we must  grab it and nurture i t  a t  any cos t, at least as long as our inst i tut ions are run on volunteer services ,  and even afterwards, because no amount of money can buy dedication . We must rid ourselves of foss i lized assumptions buried within us ,  causing us  to ascribe labels to individuals . Our pass ion  should be to promote new ideas and growth, while offering all willing individuals the opportunities to serve . Think tank. Operation without a ' th ink tank' is a c lear danger. While we are all busy satisfy ing our immediate needs , we are likely to s tray from our mission at times . Attempts have been made in the past to develop a think tank - a Counc i l  of Elders, or an Advisory Council, or a Long Term Planning Counci l ,  if you will , to keep the community focussed on the long term vision . Global network. As we i n  North America  develop and prosper, we can never al low ourse lves to forge t our  roots , our  heri tage , our homel ands , and our brothe rs and s i s te rs settled across the g lobe . We have so far  shunned that respons ib i l i ty .  FEZANA must take a lead ro l e  in 

establishing a fonnal g lobal support network to l ink Zoroastrian Associations and Federations together, possibly structured as a confederation of federations . Interfaith dimension. We c annot l i ve in a cocoon insulated from the outs ide world. I t  is essential that we unders tand our neighbors, and in  tum they understand us .  It is e s sent ia l  that when our children iden tify themse lves as Zarthustis to others , there is  a modicum of recogn i t i on .  B e fo re we can build respect , we must bui ld recognition . There is no better p latform avai lable than the inte rfai th forum.  But  one needs patience .  I t  takes years of  nurturing and 'wait ing to be counted' , primarily because of our small numbers . But we mus t  always be present, no t  simply t o  be  counted ,  but also t o  see and t o  know our reflec tion in the other faiths ,  and to constantly steer the c ourse of human behavior towards Frashokereti , towards the prescription given to us by Zarthustra. Coming together. After a decade of our exis tence ,  we can now see the r iver s tarting to flow. Things are happening .  The flood g ates have opened .  Respect for divers i ty is in the air. An atmosphere of trust and respect is beginning to be felt. Calm is settling in. Internal harmony will lead to consensus building,  and consensus building to convergence. Our focus must be transformative ,  with deep empathy for those with a differing convic tion. We must stress harmony over unity, and convergence over consensus. The beachhead is now firmly establ i shed.  The fru i ts o f  our  labor  are beginning to appear. The Congresses we hold ,  the fest ivals  we ce le brate, the  Darbe Mehrs we build ,  the r i tu al s  we perform, al l  converge to fu lfi l l  our v is ion. We constantly remind ourse lves that our strength is in our shared v is ion ,  our di vers ity and a program of jo int  ac tion - light ,  harmony, wholeness . Our 'coming together ' . i1:1 
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By H. B. NI. Homji 
Pas t Vice Pres ident, FEZANA With ten years of working experience and observat ion of  FEZANA, i t  i s  t ime for us t o  review and reflect on the past and propose a future . This artic l e  focuses on some changes in scope and con tent  for the future , which may enhance the ab i l i ty of FEZANA to meet the upcoming challenges in North America and all over the world. In i tia l ly we must comprehend that today in North America the Parsi and Irani Zoroastrian population put  together, exceeds 1 3 , 000 and is growing as rapidly as the Indian and Pakistani populations are depleting .  That places upon our shoulders serious responsibi lit ies for reviewing de novo the conduct of not only our own affairs , but also  our global ob ligations, particularly in the light of our (Pars i) demographic decline. The writing on the wall c learly tells us  that if serious regeneration steps are not institu ted immediately, then by 2025 we may no longer be classified in India ,  even as a recogn ized S cheduled Communi ty. Neither the B ombay Parsi Panchayet  nor the Federation of Zarthus ti Anjumans of India indicate any serious concern, embroi led as they are in their own internal conflicts .  I f  we al low in North  America the same ideologically d iv i sive processes to affect our working,  FEZANA will become as much of a toothless tiger. Unfortunately, our cantankerous nature wi l l  not permit having one individual leader. Hence the need for democ ratical ly cons t i tu ted jo intleadership bodies .  To meet this problem, i n i t i al ly, t h e  several North 
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American Zoroastrian Assoc iat ion s  had  to un i te under one  banner -hence FEZAN A.  After ten years o f  operat ion ,  i t  has become evident that in such a nebulous s i tuat ion,  the more importan t overall community decis ions cannot be achieved unan imously (e .g .  on the  Calendar issue) ,  since Associations tend to have d i vergent  id eo logies , which inhibit unanimity in v i tal matters l ike reform, modernizat ion ,  o r  any fresh outlook which i s  not i n  harmony with traditional values . Constituti on Revisions. ( a) This  po in ts to the need for a substantial revis ion of FEZANA's Consti tu tion .  Whereas Member Assoc iat ions can re tain their local autonomy in day-today affairs , they must surrender part of their veto authority to a 'Higher Advisory B ody ' when i t  c omes to taking dec i s i on affec ting the entire North American or global community : dwindl ing demography, acceptance ,  conversion , inter-rac i al marriages , uniformity of  ri tuals and beliefs , future provision of Mobeds, para Mobeds and female Mobeds ,  polit ical and global consultations ,  changes i n  Constitution ,  immigration, community assets , Pars i-Irani amity, pol i tical involvement ,  and  more .  On  such matters ,  Associations must be obliged to carry out  their local referenda, and the results could then be consolidated by the Higher Advisory B ody centrall y, in order to come to a sound decision. (b) Another i ssue necessary to be addressed is  the  autonomy of  FEZANA's Committees .  The Chairperson of each Committee should be very careful ly selec ted .  He/sh e  should i n v i te in to the ir  Committee suitable persons ,  after c onsul t ing Member Assoc iat ions and spreading such represen tation over geograph i cal areas . After that, there should be no interference with ,  or ques tioning of the autonomy of the Chair. If in the view of  the Higher Advisory 

Body, he/she tags on to a fau l ty dec i s ion , then he/she shou ld  be cal led upon to account  for i t  by the Pres i dent, and if necessary, terminated . (c) FEZANA's Cons t i tu tion shou ld be treated as a sacred document, bu t  not  cast  in  s tone .  If  changing c i rcumstances so d ic tate , i t  should be very meticu lously modified to meet newly arising imperatives ,  provided the specified number of general community membership (referendum) so desires . Proposed majo r  changes should be widely discussed , the reasons for change c learly exp lained ,  reduced into wri tten form and compared to  the exis t ing Art ic le .  After the referendum. and count of numbers, the decis ion should be presented for approval and adoption in the next Congress . Higher Advisory Body. It has been observed that the President has been hard pressed to promote, rejec t  o r  pronounce upon such a wide variety of diverse pressures with any amount of technical or moral authority ; no  one person really can. The Constitution should therefore provide for the Pres iden t ' s  annually invi ting an ad hoc advisory group of  experts in social, constitu tional, legal, scholarly, religious and community development techniques ,  including the past Presidents and Vice-Presidents ,  to advise as a group on vital issues throughout the year, and to provide su itable guidelines . The agenda of the  AGM, for example should be reviewed by them, and they should be invited to attend AGMs as observers . More importantly, they s hould be asked to review subjects/speakers for the North American Congresses ,  to ensure a balance of views .  Corporation or Soc ia l  S ervice ? Though reg i s te red as a non-pro fi t  Corporation, our focus is  n o t  monetary, but on the we l l -being o f  the communi ty. Th i s  should there fo re reflect in the conduct o f  our AGMs , 

rather than swear ing by Parl iamentary or  Rober t ' s Ru les of Conduc t .  Greate r need i s for common sen se and our e th i ca l values . At t imes ,  AGMs tend t o  run o u t  o f  hand mainly because of indiv idual wh i ms, egos ,  opm10ns or power pressure ,  at the cost of much time and sufferance of others . Such divers ionary tact ics need to be s trongly curbed . Furthermore , the agenda need not s tr ic t l y  follow the shape or sequence of corporate meet ings - i t  can better be used to bu i ld  consensus of v iews on v i tal community and re l igious problems ,  w i th the v iews of projec t i ng  these upwards to the  Congress and downwards to the local communi t ies .  Mobeds. The two Mobeds Counc i l  chairpersons shou ld be inv i ted as observers at the AGMs to keep them attuned to communi ty needs and problems , and probab ly to a change of role towards pastorship and guidance, in addition to rituals and ceremonies .  They cannot operate in oblivion of the views of the communi ty which they intend to serve .  They should b e  open t o  scholarly discussions without any inhibition with regard to  the select ion of schol ars , whether  born Zoroastrian or otherwise . Knowledge is nobody ' s  monopoly .  "Let him who wants knowledge be taught the bold word" 
[Vd. IX 44]. "He who desires the light of knowledge, desires the gift of Athravan" [Zamyat Yasht L III]. "If men here come as co-religionists or brethren or friends . . .  to seek knowledge . . .  let them be given that knowledge with holy words . "  [Vd. IV 44 ]. One final adv ice  to FEZANA : "Don ' t  b i te off more than you can chew. "  WE 

Life 's sweetest tliings are the 
quiet tliings. Jl. happy [ije con
sists in tranquiutJ of mincf. 

- Cicero 



Some FEZ.J...NA. Ccnunirtee Chairpersons talk about d1eiracccmpld1-
menfs and their i-i<;ion 

Funds and Finance 
K<'iklwsrow Han:e�( i\J.D .  
Chair, F! L 1 1ds and Finance 
Jackson ,.' i l le, Flo rida 

\Ve l fare Fund 
Rdig i ous Educat ion 
S tudent  Aid Fund 
Help ing Hands You th  
Propert ies Fund 
General Fund 

Your financ ia l  he lp .  indiv idual
ly o r  through your :-\ssoc iat ion .  
i s  e s s en tia l  in o rder fo r our  
c ommun i ty to survive and 
flourish. So wi th our e ffort and · 

Vol u me I X .  �-, c -Su1 1 1 1 nc r  I ') ' l (1 

Clockwise from 
left: Ichaporia, 
Harve�t: 
iVlehta, 
Langrana. 

As we are al l aware . in i t s  presen t  
fonn, FEZANA i s  an  umbre l la orga
n i zat i o n  w i th no power o f  enfo rc e
me n t  and l ac k  of fi n anc ial 
i ndepende nce .  In o rder  to ac h ie ve 
and carry out  i ts des ignated goals , i t  
has to depend mainly on  the Member 
Assoc i at ions . Therefore, in addition 
to the  Member As soc iat i on s ,  we 
s hou ld a l so ge t the support and 
i n vo lv emen t  o f  each  ind i v idual 
Zoroastrian in  North America. 

Ahura Mazda ' s  wi l l ingness '--------'--' 

Proper sus tainab le funding is the sin
gle mos t  importan t fac tor for our 
con tinued progress in North Ameri
ca. In the past . in our mother coun
trie s ,  our community has re l ied 
heavi ly on patrons and phi lan
throp ists of our community to build 
and support our institu tions .  Today 
in North America those patrons ,  phi
lanthropists and decis ion-makers 
have to be ourse lves . 
Our future and the future of our chi l
dren is properly in our hands .  Each 
one of us needs to con tribute to our 
communi ty i f  we are to cont inue our 
p rogres s .  We have made a superb 
start. Let u s  j o in hands and make our 
co mmun i ty flower so  that our ch i l
dren may be proud o f  us .  
The re fore, as  the Funds  and F i nance 
Cha i rperson of FEZANA. I wou ld  
l ike to s tres s  and  repeat that i n  order 
to  he l p  us  ac h i e ve  th i s ,  we a t  
FEZA:--; A have e s tab l i s hed the fo l 
l ow i ng  funds : 

enable us to s pread our  Prophet ' s  
message of Good Though t s ,  Good 
Words and Good Deeds throughout the 
world. and make i t  a be tter world for 
ourselves and for generations to come .  

Research and 
Historic 
Preservation 
Dr. Pallan R. Ichaporia 
Chair. Research and Historic 
Preservation 
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania 
The Commi ttee was es tab l ished soon 
afte r the E igh th �for th Ameri c an 
Zo roas tr ian Congre s s  in 1 992 ,  and 
with in the short span of i ts ex i s tence 
has publ ished the Translation of Alw
nava iti and Vah isto ish ti Cathas of 
Asha Zarathush tra. by Humbach and 
Ichaporia, which i s  now out of  pr in t .  
�los t  recen t l y, the fi r s t  i s sue o f  the 
Journal of the Research and Histori
cal Preservation Committee of 
FEZANA was pub l i s hed and i s  n ow 
avai l ab l e  fu r s a l e  (see Books ancl 
Such ,  this issu e / . Th i s  Journ al is a 
researc h too l  fo r those who are i n te r
e s tec.1 i n  Zuroas t r i a n  s tud ies . The 

Committee p lans to publish i ts Journal 
annually first, and if demand grows ,  
wi l l  strive to publish twice a year. 
The goal of the Journal is to ach ieve 
the h ighes t  scholarly s tandard and at  
the same t ime fulfi l l  the needs o f  the 
Zoroas trian commun i ty in  u n der 
s tand i ng  the vari ous aspec t s  o f  t h e  
re l ig ion  o f  Zarath ush tra. i t s  ho l y  
s c rip tures w i th the lates t  advances i n  
ph i lo logy and l i ngu is t i cs .  as we l l  i ts 
theol ogy and ri tuals . 
The long t e rm goa l  is to make the 
gene ral pub l i c .  par t icu l ar ly  i n  t he 
Wes t , :iware o f  t h e  r i c hne s s  o f  the 
re l ig ion of  Zarathushtra. The Journal  
w i l l  be d is tri buted to Un i vers i t i e s  and 
l earning  cen te rs a l l  o ve r  the wor l d .  
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By Noshir Langrana Census Committee Robbinsville, New Jersey In Oc tober  1 994, the job o f  comp i l ing the North American D irectory for FEZANA and combine i t  w i th the census info rmation , was in i t iated .  With t he  h e lp of  Commit tee Members (Anah i ta S idhwa and Mehran Sepehri) and cons tructive input from Member Assoc iations, we were successfu l  i n  developing a new ques t ionnaire, which was publ ished twice in the FEZANA Journal. It was also dis tributed by Member Assoc iations to the ir membership .  The entire projec t  was put o n  a PC compatible platform. The program, developed by Viraf Commissariat , was kept s imple to encourage Member Associations to enter their data in identical format .  Many of them cooperated, but several d id not  fo llow the ins tructions and developed in their own s tyle and format. It took several long days and hard work on the part of ZAGNY members (espec ially Viraf and Sheroo Kanga) to generate consistent and identical versions of the data. These efforts should pay off in the long run . Now we have one directory plus census information in one format. Many eyes are looking at th i s  information to min imize the number of  errors . We would like · to apologize up front for any errors that go undetected; they will be corrected in success ive edit ions . The Bus iness Directory data has been co l lected and comp i led by  Cyrus Toorkey of  New Jersey . He i s  putting the final touches to include this information in  this edit ion of the Directory. The immediate goal i s  to publ i sh the first edition of  the Director; :  Zoroastrians in North America ( Directory and Yellow Pages) . I t  wil l  be avai lab le at the upcoming Ten th North Ameri -

can Zoroas trian Congress at $ I O per  copy. The Direc tory is in  i ts fi na l  phase .  It inc ludes names, addresses and other data o f  participating Zoroastrians ;  a l is t  of Assoc iations  wi th addresses and phone numbers ; a l is t o f  FEZANA's current Officers ; acknowledgemen ts ;  FEZANA Journal subscnpt10n form and Zoroastrian Business Directory (Yellow Pages) .  Once t he  D i rectory i s  i n  the hands of  the pr inte r, t he  Census p rojec t  w i l l  continue . To make this project more v iab le ,  we have converted 1 992 census data i n  the same fo rmat .  Th is data is  used s tric t ly for census purpose s .  Local  Assoc ia t ions w i l l  be contacted to complete missing information .  The plan is to make a report on  census findings at the Tenth Congress in July 1 996 . 
Religion Education By Kayomarsh Mehta Chair, Education Committee Palos Hills, Illinois Rel ig ion Education is an important issue for children, youth and adults of our community. The FEZANA Education Committee has the charter to support and enhance the efforts of the Members Assoc iations in providing Religion Education to their members .  Over  the last ten years , the Committee , chaired by Firdosh Mehta and Prof. Kaikhosrov Iran i ,  has laid a firm foundation of re l igion education in the North American mil ieu . Present tasks .  The current Educat ion Committee , c haired by Kayomarsh Mehta and co-cha i red by Vi l ly Gandhi ,  has taken on the task of compi l ing a uniform Re l igion Educat ion Curricu lum. The goal is to prov ide in North America a cen tral repos i to ry for the scope of Re l ig ion Educat ion by deve loping an Educat ion Curricu lum, suggest gu ide l ines ,  prov ide necessary resources and mate rial s for  Member  Assoc iat ions  and i n d i v i dua l  members to draw upon as needed . 

In 1 995 ,  a comprehens i ve curr icu lum cons is t ing o f  s i x  leve l s  o f i n s truct ion was drafted , and c i rcu lated to al l the North American Associat ions ,  S ma l l  Groups and  Mobed Counc i l s .  With the i npu t  rece i ved, this d ra ft was rev i sed and is now ready to go ou t  for fi na l  rev iew. Our plans are to presen t  t he  rev ised Draft #3  as  the suggested Curr icu lum for adop t i on  by FEZANA Member Assoc ia t i on s  at the AGM in San Franc isco th is July . The nex t  s tep  w i l l  be to iden t i fy deta i l s  and bu i ld upon th is Curriculum by provid ing exis ting educat ional materia ls  proposed by the various o rgan izati o n s ,  as we l l  as prov ide names o f  reference texts avai lable for each subject matter. Another ongoing act iv i ty is to organ ize  Re l ig ion  Camps in d i fferen t  ci t ies . P lans are t o  organize spec ial  ove rv iew "Z- treat" sessions for young adu l t s ,  young paren ts and other adu l t  groups who may want to take up Rel ig ion Education s tudy. A pre-Congress  Education Workshop has been p l anned at the 1 996 Congress to prov ide opportuni ty for a l l  in teres ted in Religion Educat ion to meet and network our future p lans . A "Train the Teacher" p lan needs to be discussed and developed .  Vision. We h ave embarked on a journey that has a distinc t  and bright  future for our community. We have a vis ion of an educated Zarthusti communi ty wi th st imulated minds based upon acquir ing know ledge of our religion .  Thi s  wi l l  satisfy the needs of our younger generations .  Beyond the estab l i shment o f  regu lar Re l ig ion  C l as se s  fo r various age groups ,  we are l ook ing i n to correspondence cou rses , so that we can commun icate w i th d i s pe rsed members . We env is ion the estab l i shmen t  o f  a Web Page fo r d i s sem ina t ing i n fo rmat ion i n  an e lec tron i c  fo ru m .  I n te rest ing educat iona l  materials can be  prepared on CDROMS fo r Zarthus t i  fam i l i e s  at home .  For such 
[Con tin ued on page 20} 
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Communal prayer ceremony at the Darbe Meher in Chicago, by some of the mobeds attending the North 
American Mobeds Council meeting in April 1996. 

Leaders from the The NorthAmericcmMobeds Council (NAMC) and the Council oflra
rdan Mobeds of North America ( CllvfNA) give a flavor of their activities and their vision 

Vision for 
NAMC and the 
Community 
By Ervad Jal N. Birdy 
President, NAMC 

Long Term Vision .  What do I see as 
the v is ion for NAMC and our com
muni ty ? To do this ,  le t  me first share 
a l i ttle secret wi th you . Every morn
ing after prayers my final request to 
Ahura Mazda is : "O ! Lord, preserve 
my c ommu n i ty and i t s  fa i t h ; and 

Lord, grant me the s trength and 
courage so that I can help preserve my 
community and its fai th . "  I do not 
know if I am asking too much from 
Ahura Mazda, but I know that he usu
ally grants all our noble desires . 
Now, imagine we are to ride in a time 
machine and go on ly 1 00 years into 
the fu ture. I am sure mos t of u s  
would want to see our community 
progress and prosper and at the same 
t ime retai n our fai th and iden ti ty .  
However, what wou ld you real ly 
expect  to fi nd ,  only a I 00 years from 
now '? 

• Will you recognize our faces as 
be longing to Parsis or Iranis or even 
a mixture of the two? 
• Will you find us s ti l l  running our 
Assoc iations or wi l l  you notice that 
we have become a minori ty in our 
own commun i ty and are being d ictat
ed by outs iders . 
• Will you see Zarthust i  bel iefs and 
practices st i l l  be ing followed or w i l l  
you  s e e  our fai th having become an 
unrecogni zab le amalgam of several  
d iffe ren t fai ths ,  bel iefs and practices ? 
Wi l l  vou see a s i ng l e  Mobed around '? - � 
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v i ved and prospered a lmos t in tac t  for 1 300 years ,  o r  w i l l  ou r peop le have suffered the same fate as m igrants to Europe , South India, China, etc . who d i sappeared wi thout  a trace? • What would you l ike to say to those so-cal led ' s cho l ars ' who persuaded you to abandon your age -o ld  ru les by mis- i n terpreting ou r  Gathas in a way that was sure to harm our very existence in  the  long run? What we wi l l  see  in  a l 00 years wi l l  depend on what we do or  no t  do today. How do th ings s tand today? • Are we slowly forgetting the basic ru les of survival taught by our Pars i forebears ? The times and the environmen t  in which we l ive may have changed, but 'is this any reason to abandon the basic tried and tested guiding rules that have served us so well? • Are our Mobeds ac ting respons ib l y  i n  safeguard ing the commun i ty ident i ty? Or are they also forgetting the bas ic ru les and flowing with the t ide to avoid h assles or to sat isfy their egos? • Are we teaching our children faith and devotion towards Ahura Mazda and Zarthus tra which came to us s o  naturall y  because o f  the environment in  which we grew up? • Are we teaching our ch ildren their responsibility towards their communi ty, in addition to themselves , their parents and to society in general? · 
• Why are some of our ch i ldren dri ft ing outside our communi ty to  seek  the i r  l i fe partners ? Are we spend ing enough funds and effort to  provide opportunities for them to mix wi th the i r  own kind ,  and feel proud of belonging to our communi ty?  These are some o f  the  ques t ions  we must  ask oursel ves to ach ie ve our long term v i s ion before we s ta rt plan n i ng  for the  short term.  The ans wers as to what we should be do ing  w i l l  emerge automatically . 

NAMC Meeting .  The n i n th Ann ua l  General Meet i ng  of  the North Americ an Mobeds Counc i l  was he ld Apr i l  5 -6 ,  1 996 i n  C h icago .  Some issues de l i berated during the mee t i ng  are : l .  NAMC has rece ived · a request from one assoc ia t ion ask ing fo r guidance on what to do if  non-Zarthust i s  wan t the i r  Navj otes performed. Another association has a problem with a non-Zarthust i s i tt ing on the i r  board and have asked for guidance on · the term 'Zoroas trian ' . Wh i le we th ink we can sat i sfac tori ly respond to the first association, for the time be ing ,  our de liberations on the second issue were inconclusive after almost a whole day of debate . NAMC holds an influen tial posi t ion w i th our associat ions and w i th FEZANA. The question of the defin i tion of  'Zoroastrian ' ,  as i t  pertains to our surv ival , i s  not trivial and c annot be dismissed quickly in a flippan t manner. We are aware of  the vas t  spec trum of defin i t i ons which  our assoc i ations themselves use in the ir cons ti tu t ions .  Perhaps the time has come when we should be thinking of separat ing the term 'Zoroastrian ' or defining i t  in such a way so as no t  to br ing harm to our c ommun i ty . We bear mal ice to no  one ,  bu t  are we real ly  ob liged to take in to our communi ty anyone who cal l  the mselves ' Zoroas tr ian ' ?  We have therefore decided to ho ld  an Ex traord i n ary General Mee ti ng in l 997 to be able to adequately debate and reso lve th i s  matter so  far a s  i t  pertains to NAMC. 2 .  Kayomars h Meh ta, Cha i rperson o f  the  FEZANA Educat ion Commi ttee , gave NAMC an e x c e l l e n t  desc r ip t ion  o f  t h e  cu rr icu l um  and material he  has deve l oped from lee-

tures g i ve n by th e Late Das tu rj i Minocher-Homj i  and also from feedback rece i ved from o the r  assoc i a-t io ns . Th i s  mate r i a l  p rov ide s  a s truc tu red course w i thou t  e x pect ing the s tude n t  to be a ' scho lar ' .  We thank and c ommend Kayomarsh for h is e fforts and en thus iasm in  tac k l i ng th i s  task a lmost s i ng l e- handed. NAMC has p ledged ac t i ve  i n vo l v emen t  i n  h i s  effo rts . We have al l oc ated funds to p rovide the correspondence c ourse mater ia l  to a l l  our  members so we can examine ,  d iges t ,  l earn and provide feedback to Kayomars h be fo re the  c ourse i s  genera l ly  "'----,"= re leased to the commun i ty. 3. We h ave formed a sub-commi ttee to organize a summer camp for our  young Mobeds in  Summer  1 997 .  In th is  country, i t  is v i tal for our upcoming Mobeds to know more about our re l igion  than we had to know. 4 .  We will shortly announce a traini ng  p rogram for  Mobedyars . Any Athoman or Behdin who would like to learn how to perform eme rgency funeral services ,  e tc . e i ther  in  a remote community, or where Mobeds are not read il y  avai lable, can contac t NAMC for more information .  I wou l d  l ike to thank NAMC member Mobeds for the i r  c onfidence in e lect ing me as the ir  Pres ident for the next  two years . The remainder of our new committee compri ses of Ervads  Ad i  J .  Unwal la o f  New Jersey (Vice Pres iden t ) ,  Nozer S. Kotwal  o f  On tario (Secretary) ,  Gev Karkari a of  Quebec  (Treasurer ) , and Yezd i  P. Antia of  Ontario (Member-at- large) .  I ask fo r Ahu ra Mazd a ' s  b les s i n gs and guidance and hope my commi ttee and a l l  NAMC members w i l l  support me i n  do ing an effec t i ve j ob .  Si 



Bv 1Hohecl Fcz rihor-::. Slwlz-::.acli C!JINA. Missi on  and goals. The l ong-te rm m i s s i o n  o f  the Counc i l  o f  Iran i :m :v[obeds o f  North Ameri c a, a l s o  k nown  a s  Kankash-e-Mobedan . is t o  , .. ,,. , ,""" .. . , .... p ro v ide the  Nor th Amer i c an do mic i le d  youth and the i r  paren ts wi th a sys tem o f  re l ig ious  educat i o n  and prac t i c e .  that can h e l p  re-es tab l i s h  c h e  ' re l ig io n '  i n  t h e  Zarto sh t i  re l i g i o n .  The  u l t imate m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Kankash i s  t o  b e  a mode l t hat o ther re l i g ious  o rg :rn iza t ions  c an l earn fro m on  run n ing  a re l i g i ous  educat ion :rnd prac tice Center. The primary audience would be the youth and paren ts fi nd i ng a p l ace to rece i ve  re lig ious  educat ion ,  re l ig ious motivation and re ligious re-armament .  The goal o f  the Kankash is to involve ove r  1 , 000 fami l ie s ,  bo th Iranian Zarthus t i  and Pars i , regularly in the ac t iv i t ies o f  the Kankash, by the year 
2.000. This  wil l  be accomp l ished in s ix s tages ,  with the seventh s tage i nvo lv ing  the world Zartosh ti communi ty .  Goals wi l l  be ach ieved through two segments o f  the Kankash Zartosh t i  Rel igious Corp (ZRC) and the tradi t iona l  Mobed organizat io n .  B o th arms w i l l  work together t o  ac h ieve a harmon ious trans i t ion in to the ac tivi t ies to support the miss ion . The Re l ig ious Educat i on arm of  the Kankash wi l l  be ca l l ed  ZRC, w h i le the  p rac t ice  o f  Zartosh ti r i tuals and  c e remon ies  a rm w i l l  i nc l ude o rda i ned  Zarto s h t i  p r i e s ts o f  t he  Kankash .  Seven  stage p rogram .  In  S tage l ,  the Kan kas h was e s tab l i s hed  ( i n  1 9 8 8 ) . Ac t i v i t ies i n c luded e l e c t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l membe rs , s e tt i ng  u p  o f  P. O .  Box .  i n c o rpo ra t i o n  as a n o n -

Pre-lvlobedyars in action, with lvlobed Faribor::: Shalz::adi, third from left. 
profit organization .  publication of  the Payk-e -Kankash news le tter. and sett ing up an infras t ruc tu re to rece ive donations .  In S tage 2 .  l ia i son was es tab l i shed  w i t h  t he  North American Mobed Counc i l :  four books were publ ished :  
"Story of 1vly Zoroastrian Religion ", 
" [  Am Ready for my Sudreh-Pushi " ,  Khordeh Avesta in Engl i sh ,  and Ahun avai t i  Gatha in Engli sh  and Fars i ;  audio tapes were made of rec itals o f  Khordeh Aves ta and Ahunava i ti Gatha. Further, a "Kankash-e-Mobedan" annual day was se t up .  In S tage 3 ,  the Kankash offe red serv ices  to the Zartosht i  commun i ty in North America, inc luding:  re l ig ious seminars, prayer  c l asses , camps .  the you th "Torch-B eare r' ' program, and p re -Mobedyar and Mobedyar p rograms .  A 24-hour fax - l i ne was se t  up fo r the Kankas h .  The Kanbsh i s  curren t l y  i n  S tage 4 .  I t  i s  s tar t ing a once-a - mon t h  "Zarto sh t i  Devo t i o n  Day "  to c o i n c ide w i th a G:1hambar o r  o the r  re l i g i o u s  day i n  the  Fas l i  c a l e ndar .  o ffer ing two 25- minute Eng l i sh/Fars i  re l i g ious  Prayer S e r •i i c e  w i t h  mean-

ings ,  in  an audio- v isual format. a talk on moral i ty of re l i g ion ,  a c h i ldren/youth c horus .  Also, during th is time. Iran i and Parsi Mobeds will be available for further serv ice .  compute r w i l l  be  set  up for i ns t ructio n .  a n d  Pre -Mobedy ar train i ng  w i l l  b e  o ffered .  A snac k bar, baby-s i t t ing and p l ayground fac i l i t ies w i l l  be avai l ab le .  This program w i l l  be o ffered to the Zartosh t i  commun i ty in a central locat ion (preferably at the Cal ifornia Zoroastrian Center) . In S tage 5 ,  se t up the ZRC ,  w hose members wi l l  be Mobeds ,  Mobedy :irs, Pre-Mobedyars . To rch-Beare rs and others in terested in becoming a c o re group i n terested in sp read ing  Zartosht i  re l ig ious knowledge t o  the wor ld commun i ty .  They w i l l  deve l op  pub l ic spe:1king ab i l i t i es .  e xp l ore l eaders h ip and l anguages ( p re ferab l y  Pers i an and Dari ) ,  de ve lop  Pres s Re leases  o n  the  Zarto s h t i  re l i g i o n .  s e t  u p  commun icatio n  opportun i ti e s  v i a  In ternet ,  fax , e -ma i l .  c ompu terbased i ns truc t i on .  and mo re .  ZRC w i l l  l i a i s e  w i th re l i g i o u s  s c hoo l s  a nd  co l leges .  w i th FEZANA :ind o the r  Assoc i at i o n s ,  w i th re l i g i o u s  l i b ra r i e s .  w i t h  Ro tary C l uhs  
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and Kiwan i s  and other organizations .  I t  a l s o  hopes to s e t  up fac i l i t ies  for Navar/l\fartab (Nouzadi) , and teaching and setting up a Zartoshti re ligion un ivers i ty, offering Zoroastrian ism 10 l at col lege leve l .  In  S tage 6, Kankash hopes to prov ide the North American and World Commun i ty with a central ized location to ge t the ir  re ligious quest ions answered . Th is would inc lude a computer bank of Zartoshti re l igious information scanned on disks , reference sources ,  Junior College offering Zoroastrianism 1 0 1 ,  a Religi ous Center to offer summer training, and a central re ligious library. In the works are : production of c assettes for various occas ions, interact ive  rel ig ious  software and games ,  Gatha on a computer floppy d isk, a book on " 1 0 1  things to do instead of watching TV", Zartoshti devotions for youth, and video- teleconferenc i ng  seminars . In S tage 7 ,  they hope to p rovide a model that the world Zartoshti commun i ty can use to shape their own Zartosh ti Rel igious Corp and other  activities . W 
.. . . . .. . . . . . •: · : · • • -.· · · · : · · •.• . . · · · ··· .. ···············-·.•.•.• . . . .  •.·-· . . . · . . -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .. -:-:,:-:-:-:::•:-:-:-;-.-:::-;-:-:-:-;❖:❖:::-:-:=:-:-;-: ·-·-·-·-··· · .-••❖:•.···········=•:-:-: · :-:-:,:-:.:-:-:-:.:,;,:, . . . :-:,;.:-: . . ... . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .  :. , ;-:, 
Working T9gether 
towards a New 
Millennium 
By Ervad Jehan Bagli 
Princeton, New Jersey Human behavior in this Getig (physical) world is modeled by natural and social environments coupled wi th  bel iefs in  the  notions of ' beyond the physical ' .  I t  is the  comprehension of  the metaphys ical that comprises the knowledge of  religion .  The unders tanding o f  the re l igions in general and the Zarathushtrian faith in particul ar, can have a profound impac t  on the soc ial env i ronment of the North American Zarathushtr ian community. I t  is therefore i ncumbent upon the re ligious and social organ izat ions on th i s  c on t inen t  to work in  c lose co l laborat ion w i th each other. The  con-

American Mobed Counc i l  (NAMC) ,  the Counc i l  o f  Iranian Mobeds o f  North America (CIMNA),  and 
'----'--"""'-------1 FEZANA can go a long way to weave the unified fabric of the Zarathushtrian community on this land .  There is  a c lear paucity of knowledge of the historic evolution of the  Gathic fai th of Zarathushtra within the grass root community. Often doc trinal concepts that are dis torted in the syncre tic Zarathushtrian fai th we have inherited, are erroneousl y  attributed t o  the Message o f  the Prophet and to the Gathic era. I t  is indeed the responsibil i ty of the priesthood, to uncover these s i tuations and in concert with the soc ial organizations find effective means to dis seminate such information, to transcend the awareness of the true message of the Prophet w i th in the community in genera l ,  and to the hearts and minds of our future, our youth in particular. We mus t  realize that a complete understanding of a re ligion can only be  reached through h i s torical, phenomenological, and social scientific studies . Any attempts made in isolation can lead to distortion and b i as ,  and consequent fragmentation .  I t  i s  therefore c ruc ial that t he  rel i gious and socia l  leadership of  the Zarathushtrian sow the seeds of  Un i ty, no t  nece s sar i ly  Uniformi ty, w i th in  d i verse cul tu ral background of communal groups . Love ,  respect ,  tolerance, and moderation for al l  human beings is the very consc ience of Zarathush tra ' s  message . Understanding and prac t ice of  these attri bu tes i s  the  chal lenge that must be met co l lect ively by the re l i g ious  and soc ial leadersh ip in col laboration w i th the grass root commun i ty. 

g i ving an opportuni ty for a l l  to meet and voice their opinions .  Our only hope for th i s  microscop ic  commun i ty i s  to have un i ty, no t  i n  thinking,  a s  that is not pos s ib le ,  bu t  for achieving progress and tolerance of each other, together. We Karachi- i tes take th is opportun ity to wish al l the Zarathushtrians  who have emigrated from Pakistan and to s ay to them how proud we fee l  when we read about the ir  achievements in the i r  new coun try. We than k FEZANA Journal for publ ish ing various t i t -b i ts  about ou r  ac t i v i t i es  i n  Karachi ,  from time to time, as i n  th i s  age of global ization, such exchanges empower our t iny community .  Toxy Cowasjee, President Karachi Zarthosti Banu Manda! 
Religion Education [Con tinuedfrom page 1 6] i n tellectual and attractive multimedia instruction materials, we have quite a few ideas and content material s ;  however s ignifican t  amounts o f  financial investment i s needed to be channeled. Eventually, we envision the estab lishment of a certified Univers ity in North America, where one can engage in research and s tudy for a higher degree in Zarthusti Religion. 
Errata The Ed i tors regre t the fo l l ow i n g  errors i n  the art i c l e  "Zarthustis in 
Post-Sassan ian Iran" by Daryoush Jahanian, M.D .  [Spring / 996, p.32): - The name of the dynasty is Paduspan ian, not Faduspanian .  
- The town names are Nai in and Anar, no t  Main  and Amar. - Nasseri (not  Masser i )  Anjumans .  
- Yaghoub  (not  Yougoub)  Leisse . 
- S .  H .  Nasr ( no t  Masr) . 



Zarthusti thinkers and leaders offer their thoughts 
the future of Zoroastrians in North America. 

FEZANA - A Wish 
for Path to Success 
By Dr. Jehan Bagl i 
Former Editor 
Gavashni and FEZANA Journal 
I t  takes true devotion , committed 
dedication and unswerving persever
ance to nurtu re a cause that some 
believe ,  i s  a losing battle . The 
Zarathush trian rel i gion and its per
petuation in the world today is one 
such c ause. Why is i t  worth the 
effort? If  for no reason, other than 
the fac t  that Zarathushtra ' s  messaoe 
and the syncretic Zarathushtrian reli
gion that followed, is the one s inole 
cul t ic root, that has inoculated :nd 
consequently played a major role in 
shaping the ethical and doc trinal 
infras tructure of all the p rinciple 
world faith s in the h i s tory of 
mankind. 
We owe to the fidelity and the devo
tion of individuals such as Rohinton 
�ivetna and Dolly Dastoor, the gene
sis and nourishing of the Federation 
of Zoroastrian Associations of North 
America (FEZANA) .  Looking at the 
balance sheet of major achievements 
of the organization i t  i s  difficult to 
p inpoint them in numbers . The fact 
that i t  was success ful l y  organized 
and has weathered a decade of exis
tence is an achievement in i tsel f. 
However, focussing globall y, the one 
single important accomp l ishment of 
FEZAN A in the past decade was to 
b ring much needed v i s i b il i ty of 'the 
Zarathushtrian re l ig ion ,  in the eyes o f  
the social fabric of the world in  gen
eral and of North America in particu-

Jar. This advanced percept ib il i ty puts 
a high order of responsibility on the 
Zarathushtrian community. For bet
ter or for worse ,  their actions and 
their character can be the subject of 
microscopic scrut iny by western 
society. 
Character by definition is a sum total 
of the essenti al qualit ie s ,  that 
�manates from the material and spir
itual knowledge of an individual or a 
group . Zarathush trians are h i s tori
cally noted for their progression and 
success in the material arena. Equal
ly well noted , is the l ack of des ire 
and the defic iency among the grass 
root community of the true knowl
edge of h is tory and culture of the 
Zarathushtrian religion . This apathy 
- the 'enemy within' - can poten
tially achieve what the mass ive 
s_trength _of Macedonian and Egyp
t ian armies could not - the total 
extinction of the Zarathushtrian faith. 
A major focus for FEZANA in times 
to follow, is to attack this  ' enemy 
w ithin ' through an effic ient network 
of dissemination of factual knowl
edge of the historic evolution of the 
Zarathushtrian fai th . This is not an 
easy undertaking . It requires vast  
human and financi al resources. We 
i n  North America are well endowed 
wi th human resources , however the 
full impact of th i s  cannot be felt 
w i thout proper comp le ment of 
finances. 
This is a grass root respons ib ility. In 
a doc tr inal  sense ,  the Div i ne 
Essence ,  Fravash i ,  i s  a part of every 
human being ,  so i n  a material sense 
a part of every ind i v idual asset mus� 
belong  to the sp i r i tua l  asset . Unt i l 

a nd un less Zarathush t rians rea l i ze 
t hat a part o f  the i r  mater ia l  we a l t h  
rightfu lly be longs to the D iv ine, and 
donate their share, all the great ideas 
and lofty v is ions wil l  remain jus t  
that , with no meaningful conse
quence. 
More than two decades ago the seeds 
of propagation of knowledge were 
sown through in i tiation of  Gavashni 
by the Zoroastr ian Association o f  
Quebec . Today the second genera
t ion publication, FEZAN A J oumal is 
doing yeoman service throuoh the 
. b 

immense efforts of Roshan Rivetna 
Rustom Kevala and their associates '. 
[ It shou ld be recognized that Dr. 
Bagli  served as the first Editor of 
FEZANA Journal and nurtured it 
through it 's formative years]. 
However much remains to be done. 
We have to realize that in the passage 
of millennia nothing is constant as 
the change i tself. Set pattern of 
thinking of a generation cannot 
change overnight. It requires at least 
a generation of evolution. We have 
to target youth as a starting point to 
truly disc lose the role of the Gathic ' 
Younger Avestan, and Pahlavi times 
on the message of Zarathushtra. 
FEZANA can play an integral role in 
this educational journey. The future 
task of FEZANA will be great ly  
facilitated if  the grass root communi
ty recognizes that the Zarathushtrian 
religion is synonymous with modera
t ion , sacr i fice and tolerance, and 
implements these princ iples in prac 
t ice through their local Associations 
and Anjumans to smoothly evolve an 
e ffect i ve educat ional framework. 
I w i s h  FEZANA greater successes 
i n  the new decade of the new m i l 
l enn ium. 9� 

You are no bigger tfian tfie 
tfiings tfiat annoy you. 

- Jerry Bundsen 



B u t  I am certain about what makes 
our communi ty s trong and who does 
the rea l  work. Two thousand years o f  
Zoroastrian surv i val h istory i s  fi l led By Mehran Sepehri, Ph.D. 
with l i fe long sac r i fices  and se lfles s  Assistant Secretary, FEZANA 
indiv idual contributions .  The trai ts of  

What  is the secret  of the honesty, hard work and righ-
surv i val of Zoroastrian ism teousness, for which Zarthus 
over the past 3 , 000 years? tis are known in  Iran and 
What wou ld be the guaran- India, have not come easily. 
tee that our small commu-

A single association may not n i ty in North America will 
have the strength to maintain survive and flouri sh?  
or lead our  d i  verse and What is  it that makes our 
spread-out community in community 's re ligious and 
North America. In the new soc ial infrastructure differ- aae of freedom and technolo-ent from others ? How can g; and in the land of ind ivid-

we moti vate and invo lve uality and non-similari ty, our younger and intellectu- how can one organization al generation? 
; find new answers from the 

These questions , frequent- old models, and achieve unity 
ly pondered, point to our while keeping diversity? 
communi ty 's  strong sense 

No community can flourish of closeness and dedica-
without grass roo t  efforts , tion.  This may bring own-
informal leaders and thou-ership and protection and 
sands of volunteers who then prejudice and c losed-
care and strive to deliver. It mindednes s .  However, 
is the work of unknown sol-such unbreakable ties are i;;:::;;,_;....;: ____ ___, diers and an onymous invis ible community networks in 

donors ,  who start from with in and times of need and emergency, which 
lead themselves before taking on out-reach beyond the formal family and 
side and group responsibilities .  It is social structure.  
the individual leadership which 

Arab armies ki l led many of our makes things happen. 
countrymen and religious leaders . 

Ardibehest  Amesha Spenta teaches But they could never kil l  other thou-
us se lf-control and self leadership . sands o f  men and women who car-
The Gathas promote individual ried on the torch .  The temples were 
thinking and se l f- in i tiation. Every destroyed, but the holy fires contin-
man and woman chooses individual-ued to live on in our hearts and our 
ly to fight against  the bad fo rces . sou l s .  A thousand points of l ight  
With good thought,  good word and remain ed and cont inued to brigh ten  
good deed , one  can  sh ine and l ighten our way back .  
the  path for others as  we l l .  The 

Do we need a strong and s truc tured answers l ie in community empower-
leadersh ip to move on into the 2 1 s t ment ,  bi-part isan work and consen-
century? Do we want a Western style sus bu i ld ing . The so lu t i ons  come 
democ ratic election process ? Do we from us,  al l  of us .  
n eed a paperwork fac t ory w i th 

On Leadership .  Lead ,  Fol low, or Get app o i n ted c o mmittees and regu la-
Out of the Way ! We are at a turning t ions? Or do we pre fe r  conventi onal 
poin t in our mul t i - thousand year h is-re l ig ious  and state comb ined figure 
tory when we al l  fee l  a need for a n�w head s ?  I am not ce rtain ab o u t  the 
and vis ionary leadership to deal w i th correct answers . 

e ver  increas ing degree of  c hange sur
rounding us . The only th ing constant 
i s  change,  i n  new techno log ies  and 
l ifestyles as wel l  as in  new-generation 
mental i ties and choices .  We need to 
manage the change rather than the 
change manage us. 
The worst th ing we can do as a com
munity i s  to do noth ing - by i nac
t ion ,  s tagnat ion ,  s taying pu t  o r  
res is t ing change. Clos ing your ey�s 
or putting your head in the sand w i l l  
no t  reduce the danger. It is not  what 
we do .  It i s  what we don ' t  do that 
w i l l  hurt us the mos t. 

In s tormy weather, you can reac h 
safe ty by pedal ing together in harmo
ny  and by  fo l lowing the leader ' s  s ig
nals .  There i s  no time to debate, to 
experiment, or to compete. �?llow
ina and contributing are as cnt1cal as 
takina the lead role .  Getting in the 

0 
way will  only cancel other energies, 
and will  not accomplish much ,  even 
if there were good in tentions . 

It is much easier when people have a 
common goal, which has paramount 
importance. They can then set  �s_ide 
differences and undue compet1t10n 
looking for the fastest and most 
assured way to achieve their shared 
goal . Without a common goal, there 
is no reason and justification to ac t, no 
direction and organization to follow, 
and obviously no leadership to lead. 
Zoroastrians have a tendency to be 
very individualistic, opinionated, and 
sometimes even stubborn. Such qual
ities are helpfu l  to produc ing and 
advancing on an individual basis .  But 
these behaviors would not particularly 
con tribute much when teamwork and 
un ity are needed for bu ilding up and 
maintaining a community. 

The very fi rst requi rement i� to 
be l i e ve in a go lden fu ture . It 1s to 
be l i eve in our  surv iva l  and re v i va l , 
our potent ia l  and abi l i ties, and in co l 
l ec t i ve w i sdom to overcome ?u r  
c h a l lenge s .  Th i s  requ ires c reatmg 
and communicating a vis ion and a [Con tin ued on next page] 



1WO MODELS 
1WO PATHS 

mm o m 
By FandmMistree 
Atlanta, GD,gia 

TWO ALTERNATIVE COURSES 
OF ACTION 

I am a Zoroastrian . I am married to a 
non-Zoroastrian and we are the par
en ts of two Zoroastrian boys .  I care
ful ly  l is tened to what people said and 
have read what people wrote, regard
ing the development of our commu
n ity, at several North American 
Zoroastrian Congresses and was hon
ored to presen t  a paper on this subject 
in 1 992 [ 1 ] .  In that paper I pos tulat
ed  four  poss ible courses of action 
bounded on the one hand by a Gatha
based fundamental is t  tradition , and 
on the other by a ritual-based funda
mentalist tradition . In this paper, I 
iden tify two of those four alterna
t ives and then invi te you to think 
aloud with me . Both alternatives , I 
hasten to add, have as their founda
tion , our Gathas : 

[Con tinued from page 22]  
sense of mandate and urgency for 
everyone to un i te and join in  the 
communi ty. It is to show the l ight at 
the end of the tunne l .  
Secondl y, we need to apprec iate and 
treasure our youth and to recogn ize 
the i r  current and potent ial contribu
t ions . Many of t hem are a l ready 
donat ing their t ime and their  ene rg ies 
to the commun ity. G i v i ng them a 
he l p ing hand or a s i mp le word of 
thanks w i l l  make the youth fee l  we ! -

Alternative 1 :  Gathas plus under
play rituals and work towards remov
ing them as well as reject Middle 
Pers ian texts and the later Parsi/Iran i 
tradi tion. The essence of this  a lter
native is to base the future of our re l i
gion exclusive ly on the Gathas . 
Alternative 2 :  Gathas p lus accept 
the Middle persian texts , precepts 
and practices ,  and accept the later 
Parsi/Irani tradition. This alternative 
is one in which the Gathas are seen as 
the bedrock of Zoroastrianism and 
the Middle Pers ian texts are used to 
understand the princip les which l ie 
deeply embedded in the Gathas . 

MY DILEMMA 
WHICH ALTERNATIVE? 

I recognize that change is part of life .  
I have to accommodate and  cope 
with change. But I do have some 
concerns. If I transform Zoroastrian-

corned and par t  of the communi ty. 
The youth are our inves tment and 
insurance for our future . 
I t  takes a lot of commun ication to 
understand common goal s ,  despite 
pers i sten t  differences . It takes 
courage to speak up at d iscuss io n 
t ime and to uni te at act ion ti me. It 
takes maturi ty to learn how to speak 
and how to l i s te n ,  when and why to 
aoree and when and why to di sagree. 

b 

It i s  fai r  to choose a leader, but it is 
essen t i al to fol low the c hosen leader 
and no t  get in the leade r ' s  way. 
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i sm·  s p recepts and p ract ices ,  then 
w i ll I not move away from its reve la
tory existen tial form or reality? As 
Zoroas trian i sm i s  a re lat ivist reli
gious ideology, there is  a danger in 
the process of this change, of intro
ducing or rejecting paradigms not in 
conformity with the spirit of the reli
gion . After  a l l ,  why shou ld we 
change the rituals merely to make the 
cere�ony more acceptable to a West
ern audience or way of life? 
However, if I accept the supremacy 
of the Gathas , I must  be intellectual
ly honest in terms of rejecting all the 
rituals and community practices 
whe ther it be of t he Gahambars, 
NavRoz, Jashans, Navjotes , o r  even 
the after-life rituals . If I accept some 
p ract ices of the latter tradition then 
how can I be sure , that those rituals 
which have been accep ted are the 
ri oht ones and have remained 
unchanged s ince the Prophet ' s  t imes? 
Am I or anyone e l se  i n  the commun i
ty ready to pass judgment on this cri t
ical issue? If change is the essence o f  
time , t hen  in 20 years t ime ,  a new 
group of commun i ty act i v ists w i l l  
emerge, and may want to  ch�nge 
even further some of the original pre
cep t s  and pract ices t il l  the re l i g i o n 
bears no semb lance or reali ty to the 
ori o inal re velation by i ts cons tan tly 

0 

c hang ing new form. 
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But, I have learned by studying his
tory that change is necessary for 
progress . This belief is rooted in my 
training at the University of Cal ifor
nia at B erkeley and is part of my pro
fessional being (I am a Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering at Georgia 
Tech) . Then what causes me to sug
gest c aution ? I have also learned 
from history that not all change has 
surv ived the test of time. The whole 
of North America is a land of new 
immigrants save for the American 
Indians, yet why is i t that some com
munities out here are doing their best 
to preserve their religious heritage 
and culture .  whi lst we seem to be 
wanting to move in the reverse direc
t ion? Why cannot a greater effort be 
made, albeit an extra effort, to pre
serve our heri tage and culture? 
I f, when our forefathers arrived in 
India in 936 AC, they had taken the 
atti tude of seeking indiscriminate 
change in the name of being progres
s ive ,  then I submit that very little of 
Zoroastrian orthopraxy would have 
been left as they would have been 
totally  assimi lated into the new 
milieu. Instead we find that the Indi
an Dasturs in order to maintain their 
continuity with Iran , asked meticu
lous questions in writing to their 
more learned Iranian counterparts 
appertaining to the tradit ions and 
practices of the fai th. This faithful 
correspondence, which lasts from the 
1 4th to the 1 8th centuries, came to be 
known as the Persian Rivayets which 
were ably trans lated into English by 
the great Pahlavi scholar, Ervad B. N.  
Dhabhar. The lessons that we can 
learn from this earlier Pars i  migra
tion from Iran to India i s  surely one 
of preserv ing as best as poss ible , 
what we have, than to inject  some
th ing al ien and new into the faith .  
But does change necessarily mean 
giv ing up what has been in tri ns ic to 
my value system and relig ious her
i tage? If I choose to follow a spec i f
ic pattern of bel iefs ,  no one can stop 

me doing so, but if as a communi ty, 
we ini t iate a move of promoting the 
Gathas at the expense of all else, then 
I believe we have a serious problem. I 
hasten to add that never before have 
the Gathas been seen in isolation from 
the rest of the religious tradition. This 
is my concern wi th Alternative I .  
In this alternat ive ,  I promote the 
Gathas, but decry the later corpus of 
religious scriptures and yet I want to 
accept some ri tuals which suit  my 
needs .  Whi lst there is noth ing wrong 
with such an approach, I sense a bit 
of religious hypocrisy here . The con
tradiction takes place when I decry 
rituals all my life and yet I want all 
the after- l ife prayers and r ituals per
formed, in order to religiously safe
guard my soul. What is the point, for 
example, of performing the Navjote 
ceremony of the child ,  if after the 
ceremony the sudreh and kushti can 
be discarded, for reasons of fashion, 
embarrassment, the poss ibili ty of 
indifference or peer pressure? 
Alternative 2 does offer the poss ibil
ity of bringing about change through 
sustained learning ; a c hange that is 
rooted in knowledge and wisdom. 
But, this alternative could well  be a 
way of maintaining the status quo 
without any intellectual or spiritual 
benefits to the community. 
Well, you now understand my dilem
ma - I see no clear single altemati ve 
to recommend. So what now? 
TWO MODELS AND TWO PATHS 
I have to face the truth (Av. Asha) and 
real ize that Alternative 1 is not com
patible with Alternative 2. It would 
be difficult and indeed would require 
theological wizardry to find a mutual 
common point between those who 
promote the Gathas at the expense of 
all else, and those who are keen to 
preserve an ethno-rel igious identi ty 
through the precepts and practices 
passed down to them . 
Therefore I th ink the t ime has come 
for me to consider a two model struc-

ture for the deve lopmen t  of wor ld
w ide Zoroastrianism. 
Model I : In  this mode l the Gathas 
alone rep resent  the core of the rel i
gion. The role of inner rituals is ,  in 
the main ,  i rrelevan t  to the l iving o f  
the religion . 
Model 2 :  In th i s  model the Gathas 
together  w i th other reli gious tex ts 
and rituals form the core of the re l i
g ion. The role of inner ri tua l  is to 
enhance understanding through sp i ri
tual development .  
Thus I suggest ,  that for those who 
wish their religion to evolve w ith in 
the established framework, they 
develop Model 2. and those who pro
mote the Gathas as the central phi lo
soph ical real ization of 
Zoroastrian ism, devoid of rituals and 
community practices and traditions, 
they develop Model I as a neo
Zoroastrian church. 
If one develops the first model, then 
in this structure, issues deemed to be 
relevant to the North American expe
rience can be created and that in my 
opinion could inc lude various 
reforms such as convers ion, aban
donment/substi tution of ri tuals ,  etc . ,  
for  those who support such a move. 
This would mean starting a parallel 
church from scratch. as indeed the 
Protestants did in the evolution of the 
Christian church. This would 
involve es tablis hing one recognized 
translation of the Gathas within the 
reform church, which presently does 
not exist . The establ ishment of a 
coherent uni fied doc trine accepted 
by all the adherents of the new 
reform church would surely be an 
important move in order not to fur
ther fragment the new church . This 
would also clearly underline in con
crete black and wh ite terms to the 
followers what i s  the precise theolog
ical base- l ine of the new church . The 
next s tep would be the formulation of 
a new set of ri tuals prescri bed accord
ing to the wishes of i ts followers . 



For those proposing the deve lopment 
of Mode l  2, they would need to 
address issues that are s imilar to those 
addressed in the second model, but in 
the context of an ex isting infrastruc
ture. Spec i fically, they wou ld  need to 
bring to the fore a way of  worship 
that es tablishes the in trinsic link 
between Zo roastrian theology and 
practice and how thi s  message and 
experience is passed to the next gen
e ration .  
The development along two paths ,  
based on different starting paradigms 
embodied in the two models , will 
lead to answers to the following ques
t ions and it is unlikely that the 
answers w il l  be the same : 
( 1 )  Who is deemed to be a Zoroastrian? 
(2) How should new pries ts be 
trained for service in North America 
and indeed whether priests are need
ed at all? 
(3 )  What are the inner and outer rit
uals (if any) that will be perforrned? 
(4) What changes (if any) in the 
composi t ion of the community w i ll 
be accepted? For example, the 
change in the ethno-social fabric and 
identi ty, through the acceptance of 
mixed marriages. 
(5) How should the new institutions 
be built? Printing a new prayer book 
wi th only the Gathas and a few 
prayers and infrastructural changes 
requi red to support such a move? 
(6) How will the message and prac
tice be passed to the next generation? 
(7) What is the relationship of these 
North American Churches to those in 
the o ld Countries? 
The preceding represents only a frac
tion of the total number of questions 
that must  be posed and answered. 
I would like to ensure that historians 
s tudy ing our commun i ty a hundred 
years hence do not accuse the North 
American Zoroastrians of being 
short-sighted and foolish in terms of 
chang ing a sys tem based upon a 

p rophetic reve la t ion  w hose sc r i p 
tu ra l l y  es tab l i s hed trad i t ions have  
been  secured by the  formulation of  
ritual celebration, for a system which 
leaves no custom or p ractices for the 
educated lai ty to fol low.  Or even  
worse introduce new ideas, customs 
and practices, which are alien to the 
faith, resulting in a rel igion which has 
little relation to traditional Zoroastri
anism as known through history. 
To ensu re a fair review in history, 
much work needs to be done. And so 
instead of acrimony and gridlock, in 
my opinion ,  i t  would be more con
s tructive to develop both models in 
North America and give those inter
ested to choose the path they wish to 
follow. 

ONE COMMUNITY 
For those who suggest that there will 
be a break in our community if my 
suggestion is adopted, my response is 
that the differences already are irrec
oncilable . How can we bring about a 
meeting point between those who 
may reject the rituals, and are advo
cating conversion, and those who do 
not subscribe to such a view point? 
Have we not argued and debated over 
these issues meeting after meeting ,  
without arriving a t  any consensus? 
In my opinion, Congresses are not the 
forum to take unilateral decision and 
nor do such gatherings have the 
authority or the mandate to promul
gate ordinances which affec t  the 
ecclesiastical fabric of the communi
ty. Issues such as these need to be 
studied with a time-frame by special
ists ,  as I suggested earlier, as these 
issues will affect the well-being of the 
community in the future . 
If a clear break is made with the tra
di tion , then we have to develop an 
autonomous structure and we should 
not expect support from our trad i tion
al brethren. A parting of the ways, on 
the other hand, w i l l  bring about two 
very important developments : 
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( l )  [t w i l l  reduce the confusion ,  b i t
terness and acr imony which h i therto 
ex ists w ithin the community. 
(2) It w i ll he lp to reduce some of the 
problems and anxie ties faced by 
Zoroastrians in North America where 
we will have to build a new structure. 
Moreover, it will take the pressure off 
the traditionalists who feel threatened 
by the actions of the reforrnists .  Once 
the pressure is eased, the two groups 
should be able to develop the means 
to coexist peacefully. The reforrnists 
w ill have a purpose, build a Church 
of their own choice, whilst the tradi
tionalists w ill be able to retain their 
old s tructure and evolve within i t ,  
s imilar to what the Jews have done . 
If both groups are to survive without 
e ither retreating in defeat, then the 
need for the reformists is  to synthe
size the elements derived from the 
older patterns, together wi th the 
diverse needs of the new demands 
and create a structure which is a new 
departure with perhaps the same 
baseline, yet with distinctive features 
of its own. The challenge for the tra
ditionalists is to be able to understand 
and evolve w ithin the confines of 
their traditional structure in order to 
preserve their heritage. 
My generation of Zoroastrians are 
immigrants to North America; we 
embody the past and carry the seed 
for the future . How we deal with our 
past, our traditions and each other 
will determine the future of Zoroastri
anism in North America. I bel ieve, 
the maj or challenge for us all is  to 
develop the means to pass on our 
message to the next generation of 
Zoroastrians, for it is they who are the 
true North American Zoroastrians . 
So what is my mess�ge on the tenth 
anniversary of FEZANA? The move 
toward two parallel systems, would 
not on ly ensure the surv ival o f  
Zoroastrian ism, bu t  would secure the 
welfare o f  Zoroastrians in North [Con tinued on page 39] 
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Editor 's Final Column . . 

by J im Eng ineer  
Youth Ed itor  

I h ave come to th e rea l i zat i o n ,  as 
most of  my fr i ends  and co l l e agues  h ave 
th ro u gh  the years , th at we can ta l k  a l l  we 
want  a b o ut th e way we fee l ;  about  o u r 
n o b l e  causes ,  o u r  d i ffe re nces  and  o u r  
o n g o i n g  s a g a  o f  c o n s e rvat ive versus  l i bera l  
schoo ls  o f  th ough t .  But  beyond th e ta lk ,  
we m u st th i n k  a n d  make  respons ib l e  dec i 
s i o n s  us i ng  o u r  own good  judgement .  

Thro u g h  e-ma i l ,  l iterature ,  respectfu l  
debate,  a n d  cong ress lectures and  
ro undtab l es many  of  u s  g a in i ns ight to the  
messages  and  v iews of  oth e rs . 

We are  u n a b l e  to m a ke co nsc ious  
dec is i ons  witho ut these  veh i c l es  o f  c o mmu
n ic ati o n . We as h u ma n be ings  tend  to h ave 
a n  i nsat i ab le  appetite fo r express i ng  o u r  
tho u ghts . With o ut mech a n i sms f o r  new 
and  fres h  i deas ,  free a n d  hea lthy ex
c h a n g es of d i a l ogue ,  a nd  c h a n n e l s  fo r 
l eaders h i p  d eve lopment  -- the  c u lt ivat ion  of  
id eas  wou ld  be lost .  

That 's  why I chose  to be  a c o ntr ibut
i n g  ed itor  to the FEZA N A  Jou rna l  - to he l p  
p rov ide a c h a n n e l  fo r youth express io n .  
And n o w  a s  I o ffe r you  m y  f i na l  c o l u m n ,  I 
re a l ize the resp o n s ib i l i ty I h ave i n  tu rn i n g  
m y  secti on  over  t o  n e w  b lood . W e  a re 
l ook i ng  fo r someone  wh o  i s  yo u n g ,  e n e r
geti c ,  sk i l l ed  i n  expres s i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  
thoug hts , and  so me o n e  with an  attitud e 
and  pass i on  fo r c o n s istent ly p rovi d i ng  a 
vo i ce  fo r  t h e  Z a rth u sti yo uth of  N o rth 
A m e r i c a . 

We are l ook i ng  fo r s o m e o n e  who c a n  
ask  w h y  th i n g s  a re th e w a y  th ey  a re ,  
fo ster n e w  ideas  and st i m u l ate i n n ovat ive 
th ought .  

As yo uth , we m ust recogn ize the 
n e ed to b e  respons i b l e  as  we p o s it i on  
o u rse lves  fo r  g rowth a n d  shape  ou r  cu l 
tu re . We o w e  it to o u rse lves ,  ou r  fa m i l i e s  
a n d  ou r  c o m m u n ity at- l a rg e  to be  ab le  to  
d i st i n g u i sh  g rowing  trends ,  rec o g n ize  n e ws 
a n d  prov id e c reativ ity . 

Fo r examp le ,  th e re are  many  a m o n g 
o u r  " i n fl uenti a l " c i rc l e  o f  l ead ers th at st i l l  
h a ve n ' t l e a rned  th e m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  word 
respon s i b i l ity . I nstead ,  they reso rt to i n 
fight in g ,  en ta n g l i ng  th emse lves  i n  
beauroc rat ic red-ta p e  a n d  be i ng  eng rossed 
i n  po l it i ca l  s q u a b b l e .  

Why d o  some Zarth u st is  resort to 
th i s  p ro l o n g ed and  s low d e ath-styl e  o f  
l eade rs h i p ?  

Maybe  because  i t  i s  h u ma n  n atu re to 
fee l  somewhat threatened  by  c h a n g e ?  I 
d o n ' t  know.  Wh at I do  know i s  that  i n  2 5 -
3 0  years  fro m n o w  there  w i l l  b e  a n e w  
generat ion  o f  Zarth ust is  r u n n i n g th e sho w .  

But  w i l l  the  n ext gene rat i o n  b e  any  
d i ffe rent?  I d o n ' t  know .  I h ave  h a d  the  
oppo rtu n ity o f  work i n g  with s o m e  true 
l ead ers th rough  the  var io u s  c o n g resses a n d  
I a m  encourag ed by w h at I ' ve s ee n .  O n  the 
other h a n d , I have a l so  worked with  yo u ng 
peop le  wh o c o nt in u e  to b reed  noth ing  more 
th a n  rumor ,  go ss i p  a n d  i n - f ight i ng . I f  we 
are to c h a n ge and bette r o u rse lves  i n  a n y  
w a y  it  i s  by work ing  to g eth e r  a s  a u n i f ied 
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g e n e r at i o n  with o u r  o w n  p resc r i pt ion f o r  
p ro g ress  as  we head  i nto the n ext centu ry .  

W e  must reco g n ize  th at w e  w i l l  a lways 

have our  d i ffe rences ,  but work tog ethe r  by 

t re at i n g  each oth e r  w ith m utu a l  respect .  

I n conc l ud i ng  my s ix  y e ars  of co ntr i 

but io n  to the FEZANA Journal, I ' d l i ke to 

th i n k  th at I myse l f  am mak i ng  a respons ib l e  

d ec i s i on  i n  p rov id i ng  anoth e r  youth with 

t a l en t  to c o nt i nue  "Youthfu l l y  Spea k ing , "  

because  be i n g  respons ib l e  i nvo lves recog

n iz i ng  when it i s  t ime to move on  to b i gge r  

c h a l l e nges . Each  t ime I atte nd a cong ress I 

s ee  h u n d red s o f  yo uth that cou l d  make a 

d i ffe r ence ,  yo uth that c a n  p ut the i r  many 

th o u g hts into mean i ngfu l  word s  and i n sp i re  

oth e rs to  d o  the same . 

I f  you  fee l  you have the  u rge  o r  

sp a r k  fo r exp ress i n g  tho u g ht, I encourage  

yo u  to ca l l  e ith e r  FEZANA Journal Pub l i sh e r  

Ros h a n  R ivetn a ( 708 )  3 2 5- 5 3 8 3 ,  o r  

FEZANA Pu b l i cations  Cha i r  Rustom Keva l a  

at ( 30 1 ) 948- 1 7 7 7 .  

Anyo n e  i nterested c a n  a lso  c a l l  m e  

a t  ( 2 1 5 )  636-949 3 .  But th i nk  h a rd before 

you do so -- don 't commit and then just 
quit. Be su re o f  yo u rse l f  and  you r  ab i l ity to 

g ro w  with you r  ta lents . M o st i mpo rtantl y ,  

ta ke a c h ance  a t  maki n g  a d iffe rence  - no 

one c a n  b l ame you  for  try in g .  

I w i l l  cont i n u e  to co ntr ibute arti c l es  

to the  FEZANA Journal; a p u b l i c ati o n  that 

has  ea r ned  u n s u rpassed re spect amo ng  

Za rth u st i s  i n  N o rth Amer i ca  and  abro a d .  

I n  c l os i ng ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  th a n k  Roshan  

and  Ro h i n to n R ivetn a fo r be i ng  i n c red i b l y  

positive ro le models ,  and for sett ing an 
example th rough the i r  t i reless effort in  trying 
to bring p rog ress with in reach .  I 'd also l ike 
to thank my father, Ade l ,  fo r edit ing my arti
c les, and Rustom Kevala for h is  advice 
without censorsh ip ;  both of whom recog
n ize the true power of the written word . 

Thanks fo r  reading ! 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

"Many ideas grow better when 
transplanted into another mind than 

in the one where they sprang up. " 
-- Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 

*************  

"Youthfulness of spirit is the twin 
brother of optimism, and optimism 

is the stuff of which American 
business success is fashioned. 

Resist growing up! "  
-- B.C. Forbes, Publisher 

************ 
"Man can learn nothing except by 

going.from the known to the 
unknown. " 

-- Claude Bernard, 19th-century French 
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II! 

What does it mean to you? 
An assemb ly  o f  some of the  wor ld ' s  most renowned G ath i c  s c h o l a rs ,  th e 2 n d  N o rth 

Ameri c a n  G ath ic  Confere n c e  w i l l  featu re p resentat i o n s  o n  v a ri o u s  aspects o f  o u r h o l i e st 

a n d  m o st po eti c scr ipture s .  From a n  a n a lys is  o f  g ra mmati c a l  a nd p o et ic  tec h n iq u e  to its 

wea lth of i n terp retati o n s ,  th e  C o n fe rence  i s  a imed at presenti n g  tea c h i n g s  re levant  to 

l iv i n g  a l ife of  fu l f i l lment ,  truth fu lness  and g o od th o u g ht .  Add it io n a l  to p i cs  i n c l u d e  a fo c u s  

o n  Gath i c  tea c h i ngs  re l evant  t o  th e younge r  g e n e rat ion ,  an d  a l o o k  at  th e v is i o n a ry a n d  

poet ic  sty le  i n  w h i c h  th e G ath as a r e  c o mposed . 

Prof. James Boyd 
Prof.Jamsheed K. Choksy 
Prof. Richard N. Frye 
Prof. Helmut Humbach 
Dr. Pallan R. Ichaporia 
Prof. Kaikoshrov D. Irani 
Prof. Jean Kellens . 
Dastur Dr. Firoze l}L Kotwal 

Prof. William l}L Malandra 
Prof. Fahrang l}/ehr 
Ervad Dr. Rohinton Peer 
Prof. James R. Russell 
Prof. Martin Schwartz 
Prof. Prods 0. Skjaervo 
Prof. Gernot L. Windfuhr 
Prof. Ron G. Williams 

other speakers include: 
Dr. Ardeshir Anoushiravani, Dr. Jehan Bagli, Kek i .  Bhote, Dolly P. 

Dastoor, Kaemarz Doti.vvala, Khorshed F. Jungalwala, Dina G. McIntyre, 
Rohinton Rivetna, Mobed Fariborz Shahzadi, Ervad Kobad Zarolia 

J. W. Marriott Hotel 
at the Galleria Houston, Texas 

August 31 to 
September 2, 1996 

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  PLEASE CALL D R .  PA LLAN R .  ICHAPORIA , 6 1 0 -5 8 9-5 4 1 9 ,  
KAEMARZ P. DOTIWALA, 7 1 3-565- 1 042 , SAROSH J .  MANEKSHAW 7 1 3-870-93 1 7 
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The  Za rthust i  Youth o f  North A m e r i c a  (ZYNA)  was  c reated  by  F EZA N A  i n  J u n e  1 9 9 4  t o  
p rov i d e  th e next g e n e rat ion o f  Z a rthust i s  w it h  a m e c h a n i s m  f o r  m e a n i ng f u l  c h a n g e . 

S i n c e  ou r  terms a s  co-c h a i r  off i c i a l l y  d raw to a c l o se  t h i s  sum m e r  i n  S a n  Fra n c i s c o  at 
FEZA N A ' s  a n n u a l  g e n era l  m e et i ng ,  we thought  we ' d  pro vid e y o u  w i th  a retros p e ct ive  o n  
w h a t  w e  h a ve a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  w h at c h a l l e ng e s  we m u st overcom e t o  be  a s u c c e ss fu l  a n d 
c o h e s iv e  youth  o rgan i zat ion  in  the  n e xt c e nt u ry .  

ZYNA h a s  c o nducted two s u rveys . The  f i rst m e a s u r e d  t h e  o p i n i o n s  a nd m i n d s et o f  
youth  with  reg a rd to congresse s ;  the  second  survey f o c u s e d  o n  es t a b l i s h i n g  a b i o g ra p h i c a l  
r e c o rd of  youth  a nd t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  profess i o n a l  b a c kg r o u n d s ,  h i g h l i g ht i n g  n e t w o r k i n g  
a n d  re l a t i o n s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a s  w e  g row i n to a y o u n g  profe s s i o n a l  a n d  c o l l e g i a te  p o p u l at i o n .  

We c a l l e d  t h e  l atter  s u rvey o u r  Profess i o n a l  Database  S u rvey ( P D S )  a n d  beg a n  rec ord
ing the i n fo r m at i o n  i nto  com puter  form at with  the  hope of e st a b l i s h i n g  a f o u n d a t i o n  for 
future b i o g r a p h i c a l  a nd stat isti c a l  refe re nce . Thro u g h  the PDS w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  i d e nt i fy 
c a r e e r  p aths  a nd tre nds ,  tap i nto o u r  resources  a nd e n h a n c e  o u r  pos i t i on  i n  t h e  work i ng  
wor ld . More  im p ortant ly ,  we  wi l l  b e  a b l e  to u s e Zarthust i  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  b u s i n e s s  to st imu
l at e  our  own c u l tura l  econom y .  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
ZYNA a lso  has  s p e a r h e a d e d  a d rive to ra i se  awareness  fo r  a n  e n d o w e d  c h a i r p o s i t i o n  

at a m ajo r  i v y  l e a g u e  i n st itut i o n .  We h a v e  ident i f i ed  e d u c at i on  a s  o n e  of  t h e  p r i m ary c o n 
t r i butors t o  a c o n s c ious, h e a lth y and  e d u c ated  Zarthust i  s o c iety ,  and  by  study ing  o u r  r i c h 
re l i g i o u s  h i story we w i l l  keep  a l ive the  need  to never  stop l e a r n i n g . 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
We h ave m a d e  p r e s e ntat i o n s  to va r iou s congre s s e s  and  s e m i n a r s .  At t h e  l ast  youth 

co ngress  i n  San Fra n c i s c o  w e  pre s e nted a n  i nteract ive workshop  f o c u s e d  o n  t e a m i ng youth 
by t h e i r  t a l e nts ,  expert ise  o r  w h at they e njoyed do ing i n  t h e i r  d a i ly  l i f e . H i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  
u n ive rs ity stu d e nts  got  to  k n o w  a n d  wo rk with o n e  a nother  by  p o o l i n g  t h e i r  s h a re d  stre n g t h s  
a n d  t h e n  put  t h e i r  thou g hts t o g e t h e r  by a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o n  h o w  c o nf ident  they  w e re 
a bout  t h e i r  ro le  i n  the  future a nd what  l a y  a h e a d .  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Sti l l  i n  i ts infa ncy, ZYNA h a s  h e l p ed l ay  a fo u n d at ion for  prog r e s s  a n d  fut u re g rowth 

a m o n g  you ng Zarth ust is . But  w e  can not work a lone as a team of two -- w e  n e e d  m o re 
d e d i c ated  yo u ng p e o p l e  to  s h a re i n  our  c a u s e ,  as  wel l  a s  the  s u p p o rt and p a rt n e r s h i p  of o u r  
e ld e r  Z a rt hust i s  to n u rtu re  a n d  d e ve l op  our  future  e n d e a vours . 

M a z d a  Ant i a  
C o - C h a i r  

� J i m A . Eng i n e e r  
C o- C h a i r  
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By Rohinton Rivetna 
Founding Presiden t, FEZANA 

The late Mr. Jamshed Pavri of Van
couver, Canada, traces the earliest 
presence of Zoroastrians in North 
A merica to the American Civil War 
era [ Keynote Address, Fourth North 
American Zoroastrian Congress, 
Montreal, 1982]. The early history 
of Zoroastrians on the North Ameri
can continent has been researched by 
Mr. Pavri, who made it his s ingular 
mission to visit local libraries, muse
ums and historical archives on his 
travels, looking for references and 
anecdotal information on the pres
ence of Zoroastrians . To Mr. Pavri 
we owe a debt of gratitude for giving 
us our identity as North American 
Zoroastrians and for the inspiration 
for a North American Federation. He 
was, and is, a role model for Zoroas
trian leaders that followed. Although 
a res ident of Vancouver for many 
years , and a willing provider for any 
Zoroastrian who sought his help, Mr. 
Pavri was at heart a North American 
Zoroastrian. He had the larger vision 
of Zarthustis settling and prospering 
in North America, and worked tire
lessly to make Zarthustis a part of the 
North American scene .  This histori
cal record is dedicated to Mr. 
Jamshed Pavri. 
Earl ier Attempts .  There were at 
least two earlier attempts to form a 
national organization ,  one advertent, 
and the o ther, in retrospect, perhaps 
inadvertent, prior to the mid- l 980s, 
when the Federation of  Zoroastrian 
Associ ations o f  North America was 
serious ly  conceptua l ized . The firs t 
[also see page 32}, a vis ion of  Keki 
Bhote and others, started in 1 965 in 
the Chicago area, was perhaps pre-

mature and functioned primarily as a 
local Association for a few years , 
before it gradually ceased activities . 
A second at tempt to form a United 
Zoroastrian Associations of North 
America ( UZANA ) was made 
between 1 976 and 1 978 .  The effort 
was pr imari ly  orches trated by the 
Montreal Zoroas trians, in particular, 
Dr. Jehan Bagl i. At least one meeting 
of  Association representatives from 
Toronto , Chicago, New York and 
Montreal was he ld, in Montreal to 
discuss the formation of this body. 
Mr. Lovj i  Cama was assigned the 
task of pursuing the development 
further. Due to lack of  interest and 
lack of a mandate from the people, 
UZANA never took off. 
An idea takes root. The genesis of 
FEZANA can be traced to the Fifth 
North American Zoroastrian 
Congress ,  in Los Angeles , in 1 985 . 
The organizers of that Congress , 
Mrs. Farangis Shahrukh and Mrs .  
Dhunmai Dalal , had the foresight to 
place on the Congress agenda, a ses
sion on :  "Proposal for the Organiza
tion of a North American Zoroastrian 
Body,", chaired by Rohinton Rivetna 
of Chicago, with speaker Mr. Homi 
Minocher Homji  o f  Toronto, who 
presented a proposal for a well-s truc
tured,  hierarchical North American 
Federation. Earlier papers presented 
by Mr. Homj i ,  projecting the idea of  
a federati on, firs t  at  the Fourth North 
American Zoroastrian Congress in 
Montreal in Apri l 1 982 ,  and again at 
the Fourth World Zoroastrian 
Congress at Bombay in 1 985 ,  result
ed in no actions .  Bu t  th is time, the 
idea took root. 

presentat i on ,  Farangis 
Shahrokh walked on to the s tage and 
took a straw poll at the plenary with 
a s how of  hands , to gauge interest 
level in the creation o f  a North Amer
ican Federation .  The response was 
overwhelmingly in favor, w i th a 
small but vociferous group objecting, 
presumably fearful o f  a Federat ion 
squelching the voice o f  the local 
Assoc iat ions . 
The mandate .  The Congress gave 
the mandate to Rohinton Rivetna to 
wri te a draft constitution, and carry 
the proposal forward . A core group 
was chosen to sound off the i deas, 
taking pains to include ind iv iduals 
from the objecting  groups. The 
greatest surprise was that this was a 
Congress that wi ll  be remembered 
for its direct confrontation on crit ical 
issues ranging from conversion and 
acceptance, to the formation of a fed
eration. Never before was witnessed 
such open hostility in a public forum. 
Yet ,  from this heavy confrontation 
was wrought a consensus on the fed
eration. This was diversity at its best .  
Following the Congress, the work 
proceeded at full speed. Within four 
months a draft constitution was pre
pared by Rohinton Rivetna and cir
culated to the core group for 
comments . 
Constitutional Convention. After a 
couple of  iterations with the core 
group ,  a Constitutional Conven tion 
was called in Chicago in May 1 986 
to review the draft. Representatives 
from nine Associations came and 
del iberated round the c lock for two 
long days. The delegates were : Fir
dosh Mehta (Alberta), Furrokh Das
tur (Cal ifornia) ,  Bomi Damkeval a ,  
Kayomarsh Mehta, Keikhusroo 
Mobed, Rohin ton and Roshan 
Rivetna (Ch icago) ,  Hush tasp and 
Perviz  B humgara (Mani toba) ,  
Kaikhosrov and Peroja Iran i  (New 
York), Homi B. M. Homj i  and Sam 
Vesuna (On tari o) ,  Dina G .  McIntyre 
(Pennsy lvania ) ,  Kaemarz Doti wa l a  



(Texas) and Rohinton M .  Tengra 
(Washington, DC). 
Each delegate was given the respon
s ib i l i ty of chairing the discussion for 
one or more sections of the draft con
stitution . Every line and every word 
was debated (without regard to p ride 
of authorsh ip ) with frankness and 
mutual respect until a consensus was 
reached on the content of the section . 
To Alberta, represented by  Firdosh 
Mehta, goes the credit of adding the 
letter "E" to FEZANA (the orig inal 
draft used FZANA). To Washington 
DC, represented by Rohinton Tengra, 
goes the credi t  of word-smithing the 
text of the Preamble. Attorney Dina 
McIntyre of Pittsburgh lent here legal 
expertise at every step. In the end , 
the co llective wisdom of the dele
gates had evolved the original draft 
( though keeping the essence intact) 
into a strong,  viable document. 

Building consensus. After the con
vention, the composi tion was com
pleted and typed, after much 
consultation wi th a number of per
sons . The crossing of "T' s" and dot
ting of 'Ts"  was final ized , the 
language was polished, and the docu
ment was now ready for the real test 
- getting s ignatures from the 
Founding Member Associations . 
It was a daunting task to get consen
sus from Associations that covered a 
spectrum of ideologies. Maintaining 
complete neutrality was a challenge, 
as one Association after another 
argued for or against a particular 
point. Finally, after several iterations 
of drafts , a multitude of phone calls 
and mailings, consensus was reached 
on the final content from every one 
of the 1 6  Associations of record i n  
1 986 .  I t  was like seeing a flower bud 
emerge and blossom before one's 
eyes. A final parchment copy was 
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sent to each Association , with a s ig
nature page that was returned with 
the Association Pres ident's signature . 
FEZANA is born. FEZANA was 
subsequently regis tered in the S tate 
of Illinois on June 2, 1 987 ,  as a not
for-p rofit relig ious and charitable 
corporation. The first elected Offi
cers were: Rohinton Rivetna, Chica
go (President) , Homi B .  Minocher 
Homj i, Toronto (Vice-President), 
Framroze Patel, New York (Treasur
er), Dolly Dastoor, Montreal (Secre
tary) and Sabar Balsara, Toronto 
(Asst .  Secretary) .  The first Annual 
General Meeting was held in Toronto 
on April 1, 1 988 ,  in conjunction with 
the Sixth North American Zoroastri
an Congress. 
Now ten years later, FEZANA forms 
a strong infrastructure for the grow
ing Zoroastrian diaspora in North 
America. ml 

ORGANIZATIONA MODEL OF FEZANA 

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS 

OF FEZANA 

(Power of  decision rests here ,  with votes in 
proportion to Association's membersh ip) 

t 
EXECUTIVE 

OFFICERS 

(Executive B ranch) 

FEZANA COM M ITTEES (Working Bodies) 
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astrian o 
ation of America, 
Chicago, 1965 

�� 

� 

While the goals 
were lofty and 
thinking vis ion
ary, the first 
attempt to form 
a Zoroastrian 
organization 
was perhaps, a 
few years ahead 
of its t ime. In 
their newsletter, 
Founder Presi
dent Keki Bhote 

of  Chicago says : " . . . it is time now, 
for those of us in the vanguard of this 
migration, to plan on ways and 
means to preserve our identity and 
our heritage while participating fully 
in the American way of life . . . there
fore thirty of us in the Chicago area 
have started the Zoroastrian Associ
ation of America on May 23, 1 965 . "  
This drew the wrath of  the Vancouver 
group who were then jus t  starting to 
organize their  Society of Bri tish 
Columbia. In an Open Letter 
addressed to Mr. Bhote and Mr. Jim 
Modi, they wrote: "How can a hand
ful of Chicago Parsis meet one fine 
evening and , j ust l ike that, over a 
' glass of whiskey ' ,  form the 'Zoroas
trian Associat ion of America ' , to 
embrace all Zoroastrians across the 
con tinent? Were you all deranged by 
a severe attack o f  ego-mania? D id 
A hura Mazda appear to you in a 
d ream and say ' A ri se  and lead my 
los t peop le in the New World ' ?  Or 
was i t  a Ch icago-gangste r s ty le move 
to mu s c l e  i n  before say Toro n to ,  
Montn.:a l .  N�w Yo rk or  Los Ange l e s ?  
The A ssoc i at ion func t ioneJ , pr i mari
ly  as a l ocal Assoc iat ion se rv ing the 
Ch icago area fo r 3 or 4 years ; then 
gradually fo lded . :l.J.1 

To NorthAmerimnZoroastrians, scattered as they are in pock
ets across the vast continent, it is the Dame lvlehrs andAssoci
ations that draw the community together and provide an 
identity and stability tv the second generation This is the story 
cf the men and vvomen vvho came to this country vv1th barely a 
sidtcase and a scarce $20 in their pockets, put themselves 
through college, got jobs, opened businesses, raised families, 
and started building their community stntctures. YVhile 
Zmthustis may have first come 0 the USA and Canada many 
decades ago, itvt-ru only in the 1950s that the first Associations 
cf record started fanning (though there may have been earlier 
attempts that did not take root). Today, there are 21 fomzally 
organized Associations, 8 Dame Mehers, and nwnerous 
'Smnll Groups: all federated under the lxrnner of FFZANA 

Zoroastrian Associa
tion of Quebec, 1967 
3765 Malo, Brossard 
Quebec J4Y 184, Canada 

The ZAQ was formed i n  l u te 1 967  
when a handful of Zoroas trians who 
had se t t led i n  Montreal  dec ided to 
form an Assoc iat ion in order to keep 
al ive our  anc i e n t  rel i g i on  and our  
rich c u l tu ra l  her i tage . Th i s  first 
group of dedicated peop le cons i s ted 

of North 
of Dr. Jehan Bagli , Homi Daruwalla, 
Dhunj ishah Surti, Edu! Kanga, Ness 
Lakdawal la ,  Freddy Lakdawal la ,  
Lowj i Bharucha and Nowzer Kotwal. 
Zarthustis however, had been immi
g rat ing to Quebec s ince  the l ate 
! 950s and one of the earl ies t  ones to 
cal l  Montreal home, is the we l l  
known photographer, Sam Tata who 
c.ime in 1 956  and s t il l l i ves here. 
One of the original aims and objec
t ives of thi s Assoc i .it ion was to he l p  
n ewcomers se t t l e  down i n  the i r  new 
h ome l and  and  t h i s  c o n t i n u es  lo  b� 
our  goa l  today, as  we l l .  To thi s end ,  
the various  execu t i ve commi ttees o f  
t h e  Assoc ia t ion  have been organ i z i ng 
re l i g i ou s  and soc i o -c u l tu ra l e v e n t s  
fo r t h e  pa s t  29 yea rs .  The  Jas han s 



and the rel igious discuss ion groups ,  
both of the adult members as we l l  as  
the c h ildren and youth , have incul
cated a sense of pride and con tinui ty 
in the members of our Associat ion . 
The year 1 974 was a landmark year 
for our Association as it saw the birth 
of a new Zoroastrian publication,  the 
fi rs t  of i ts k ind in North America, 
Gavashni. The architects of this pub
l ication were : Dr. Jehan Bagli, Fred
dy Lakdawalla, Edul Kanga and 
Rohinton Sethna. They envisaged 
Gavashni as a vehicle that would 
serve to disseminate the message of 
Zarthustra to the Zarthust i  communi
ty across the North American conti
nent .  To quote from Lakdawalla's 
first editorial :  "Today Parsis . . .  are 
migrating to other lands . . .  Those of 
us here in North America live reason
ably comfortable l ives but we are 
missing out on something. Our chil
dren are absorbed in a materialist ic 
culture. They are losing touch with 

ou r mother tongue . . . the Zoroastrian 
fai th is diss ipating slow ly but surely 
. . .  what we need is another mirac le 
to salvage our fai th and our ident i ty 
. . .  It can come from wi th in our com
mun i ty . . . p i tch in your b i t  to he l p 
fonn our race into a cohes ive group 
with a strong and c lear ident i ty ." 
For the next two decades Gavashni, 
under the auspices of ZAQ and the 
expert edi torship of Dr. Jehan B ag l i ,  
continued to be the vehicle for bring
ing about discuss ion among the dif
ferent Zoroas tri an Associat ions of 
North America on pertinent re l igious 
topics . I t  has certainly been a major 
force in helping fonn our community 
"into a cohesive group w ith a s trong 
and clear identity. " 
The year 1 982 was another important 
one in the growth of ZAQ as we host
ed the Fourth North American 
Zoroastrian Congress which also was 
a huge success . At that time, the 
ZAQ felt  that it would be appropriate 

Ass flS 
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for us to compi le  a d i rectory of al l 
Zoroastr ians l i v ing in Canada, thus 
o ffe r ing us all the opportuni ty to 
have easy access w i th  each other  
across the  Canad ian continent. 
I t  i s  hearten ing  to report that our 
As sociat ion has i ndeed ach ieved 
some of its in it ial goals . Five of our 
young men have undergone the 
Navar ceremony, thus ensuring that 
our community ' s  needs regarding the 
availab i l i ty of pries ts, will be met. 
Our children regularly attend rel i 
g ious  clas ses w i th enthus iasm and 
have developed a just ifiab le pride 
and self-assurance in their heritage. 
Th i s  has encouraged them to present 
articles and p rojects on Zoroastrian
i sm in  their various schools, thus 
ensuring recogn i tion of our religion 
and our presence, in modern day 
Quebec. 
In 1 99 1  McGil l  Universi ty formally 
recognized "The Zoroastrian S tu
dents ' Socie ty of McGill" and th is 

e frrs 
Presen ted in the orde r of the i r e s tab l i shmen t 

student body has already organized 
various activities and lectures on 
Zoroastrianism, which are very well 
attended. In sp i te of being a small 
organization, the ZAQ has become a 
leading force in matters concerning 
Zoroastrian ism in North America. 
We have also achieved our goal for 
ourselves and our chi ldren, of inte
grating into the Quebecois mosaic ,  

Left, curren t Board of the Zoroas
trian Associa tion of Quebec: Kelly 
Gheyara, Perv iz Moos, Dinaz 
Lakdawalla , Jehangir Gagra t, 
Dolly Das toor (Pres ident ) ,  
Parvez Patel, Leena Lakdawala . 
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wh i le re ta i n ing our rich re l i g iou.s and 
cu l tu ral he ritage .  This i s  i ndeed an 
i nd i c a t i o n  of our  matur i ty  and  o u r  
fee l i ng o f  pe rmanence in  Quebec .  I t  
a l so p l aces a co l lect ive res pon s ib i l i t :, 
o n  al l o f  us to ensure that th i s  pace i s  
mai n ta ined for  the future .  
In t h i s  re l a t i ve ly  s ho rt spac e  o f  t ime .  
the d i ffe ren t  pres iden ts who fo l lowed 
Dr. Jehan B ag l i .  name ly .  Edu ! 
Kanga .  Adi  Daru wa l l a .  D o l l y  Das
toor. Nar i  Madon and Khu s h roo  
M i rza. have left the i r  own  s tamp o f  
spec ia l  qual i t ies and ab i l i t i es  i n  the 
deve l opmen t  and matu ra t ion  of ou r 
Assoc ia t i on .  bu t  th i s  grow th wo u l d  
no t  h ave  been po s s i b l e  h ad i t  n o t  
been for the very spec ia l  peop l e  who  
are the strength. the in tegri ty and the 
ve ry l i fe force o f  our Assoc ia t ion .  Submitted by Dolly Dastoor 

Zoroastrian Society of 
British Columbia, 1968 

f amshed K. Pavri Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe lvlehr 69CO Hal[fax Street Burnaby, BC, VSB 2RS, Ca1WLia 
The ZS B C  was i n co rpo rated as a 
S o c i e ty u nde r  the Soc i e t i es Ac t o n  

Feb ruary 22 ,  1 96 8 .  The sp i ri t  and 
force beh ind th i s  was the  late 
Jamshed K. Pavri . who was ins tru
men tal in es tab l is h ing the society. 
The Constitution and By-Laws were 
framed, describ ing the society as a 
charitable body, and granting the 
society income-tax exemption s tatus. 
The s ignatories to the Const i tut ion 
were J. Bacha. H. M. Engineer, N. M .  
Fi tter, S .  Irani and J .  K .  Pavri. The 
official records of that year show that 
there were 20 families (5 1 individu
als) regis tered as members of the 
Soc iety. At that time, there were over 
1 ,000 Zoroastrians in Canada and the 
U .S . We now have approximate l y  
300 fami l ies ( 8 5 0  ind iv idual s )  in  
B .C .  alone.  
The S oci e ty has seven D i rectors .  
The curren t  Direc tors are: Faredoon 
Amrol ia ,  Rukshana Engineer, Far
rokh Namdaran ,  Pou lad Poul ad
Noshirvan, Mah vash Pourbaharami ,  
Fariborz Rahnamoon and Rostam 
S h ah rokh . The D i rectors organize 
and p lan the very many events that 
a re held each year. These even ts 
i n c lude celebrat ing important days 
and gahambars, conducting religious 
c lasses, i nv i t i ng  gues t speakers, and 
ho l d i n g  educa t iona l , mot i vat ional , 

"-
..:::: : ....... 

sports .  fund-rai s ing e ven ts .  etc . The 
Soc ie ty ' s re l ig i ous needs. s u ch  as 
pe rforming Jas hans . Navjotes . 
Sudreh-Push i .  weddings and death 
ceremonies are met by Mobeds  
Jehangir Panthaky, Adi l  Antia, and 
on occas ion, Mehraban Zartosh ty. 
The community is indeed grateful to 
these people for their services, in partic
ular Mobed Panthaky, who has served 
the community for a very long time . 
Aves ta c lasses for chi ldren 5 - 1 4  
were firs t s tarted in three areas in 
1 98 2 :  North and West Vancouver, 
B urnaby and Vancouver, and Rich
mond .  Mrs. Roda Jamshed Pavri 
was respons ible for co-ord inat i ng  
and organiz ing the  sy l labus , so that 
the prayers and material used in the 
three locations were the same . When 
the Darbe Mehr was estab l i shed. for 
a few yea.rs , Mrs . Pavri cont inued to 
prov ide the s y l labus and, along  w i th 
o thers , teach the ch i ldren prayers. the 
importan t aspec ts of our re l ig ion , and 
songs. These c lasses ,  now ca l led  
Zoroastrian S tudies s i nce 1 99 5 ,  are 
held every two weeks , from Sep tem
ber to June. 
ZSBC  produces a quarterl y pub l ica
t ion ,  In Search of the Truth, wh ich is 
w idely c ircu l ated regular ly to mem-



bers ,  and on an ad hoc bas i s  to nonmembers,  Associations and ind ividuals .  [n  1 969 ,  an agreement fo r the purc hase of 32  burial lots was en tered  into with Val ley View Memorial Gardt:;ns in Surrey, and at the moment, we have a total of  273 burial lots ,  bought and totally pa.id for at different prices. Although the need for a Zoroastrian House or Centre was fel t  and conside red from the inception of ZSBC in 1 96 8 ,  th i s  idea was abandoned in  1 97 5 as the  poss ib i l i ty of financing such a ventu re appeared to be beyond the means of our commun ity at that time. However, with the advent of the Iranian revolution and exodus of a l arge number of  Iranian Zarthustis to the west, ZSBC experienced an influx of these Zarthust is in 1 978 and 1 979 ,  and the need to have a Centre was fe l t  again .  In early 1 982 ,  the late Dr. Rostam Sarfeh , who was Chairperson of the Guiv Trust in Californ ia, v is i ted Vancouver and urged our members to vigorous ly  pursue the idea. He said it was the wish of the l ate Arbab Rus tam Guiv to ass i s t  those who ass is ted themselves for such a venture, and that monetary assistance from the Guiv Trust  would be made available to those who produced concrete results. Subsequently, Mehraban Zartoshty, who was also a trustee of the Guiv Trust, pursued this matter serious ly  with the late Madame Morvarid Guiv. On November 30, 1985 ,  the property at 690 Halifax S treet ,  which was owned by the First Church of Christ S c ient i s t ,  was bought by  the Trus t  and leased to  ZSBC.  It  was officially opened on March 26, 1 986 by the late Madame Morvarid Guiv. It has given the community its roots , and is a 'home ' ,  enabling the community to gather for func tions , networking and to enjoy one another 's  company. ZSB C  has continued to support FEZANA and i ts initiatives, and send representatives to the various congresses which have been he ld .  A commitment was made by ZSBC at 

the Houston Congress in 1 990 to host the next Congress .  As a resul t , the Eighth North American Zoroas tr ian Congress was held at the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre from September 4-6, 1 992, with Bella Tata. Chairperson, and Mehraban Zartoshty, Vice Chairperson ,  taking the re ins . Thanks to the tire less and produc tive efforts this community was capable of, and the excellent work of the Executive and S teering Committees, "Looking Ahead to the 2 1 st Century" was a tremendous success. As a result of a straw poll taken at the Congress regarding the need for a unified calendar, in February 1 993 ,  a Special Meeting was held, when the members present passed a resolution to adopt the Fas l i  calendar as the Society ' s  offic ial one . To ce lebrate i ts S ilver Anniversary, NavRoz and the observance of a s ingle c alendar for our communi ty in BC, a grand event was planned at the Coast Plaza at S tanley Park, on March 28, 1 993 .  In September 1 993 ,  the Executive Committee organized group SudrehPushi/Navjote of ten of our children. It is people who make a commun ity, and dedicated and enthusiastic community members can do much to keep an insti tution going. The fact that ZSB C  is 28 years old is a tribute to all those who founded it, and those who have nourished it over the years . However, carrying on this service cannot be le ft to just a few peop le ; each member has to feel he or  she belongs to a big family, and make a contribution to the best of their ability. We all should feel the need to be of service, for th is is part of what our faith teaches us. On FEZANA's ten th ann i versary, ZSB C  wishes it the best in its efforts to fu lfi l l  i ts miss ion, and gather suffic ient  s trength to be an organization empowered to  provide guidance and support to its Member Associations in North America. :::: : 
Submitted by Bella Tata 

Vol ume IX .  N' 2 -S ummer 1 996 

Mehraban Guiv Oarbe Mehr 
3590 Bayview Avenue 
Willawdi.lle, Ontario M2fvf 356, Canada From 1 953 onwards , Parsis began to come to Canada, but the number was rather ins ignificant .  From 1 960 the momentum p icked up and five years later, Jehangir Paymaster (Medora) was ins trumental in inducing the Canadian Immigration authori ties to send a representative to Bombay to hold interviews wi th prospective immigrants . As a result of Mr. Paymaster's efforts several Parsis were able to obtain immigration visas to Canada. In I 966, sixteen individuals started a ' service group ' cal led the Zoroastrian Fraternity, whose purpose, as stated in a letter to Jame Jamshed and other Bombay papers was "to assist new Parsis  to settle down in the Canadian stream of life with the least difficulty." They go on: "Once a Parsi immigrant arrives in this c ity, we wil l further guide him towards acquiring employment, accommodations. etc . and try to give whatever help (barring financial) that is needed to settle down . . .  " In the late sixties , with an influx of  Zoroastrian immigrants, the community fe l t  the need for formalizing the work under a registered corporate body. In 1 97 1  the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario was regis tered. The first elected committee laid down their priorities as :  1 .  Obtain Government of Ontario ' s  recognition of  marriage ceremonies performed by Mobeds . (This  was obtained a year later) . 2. Organize rel igious classes . 



other ceremon ies . 
The commun i ty  recogn i zes the yeo
man se rv ices p rov ided by the pries ts .  
who i n  the ear ly years he lped the com
mun i ty  se t t le  down and carry on the i r  
re l i g ious  t rad i t ion s .  Yad i  An t i a .  
8 ,)man Ko twa! ,  Kobad Zaro l i a .  
t\ [ i noo Kunga. Nozer Kotwal and oth
e rs prov ided so lace to the commun ity 
o n  sad occas i on s  and con tri bu ted to 
enhance the joys on :rnsp ic ious days . 
S i nce the Soc iety did no t  have any 
premises o f  i ts own. fashans and other 
festivals were he ld in various church 
hal l s .  The firs t  pub lic Jashan was held 
on  January 20. 1 97-1- in a ha l l  at the 
Un i vers i ty of  Toronto . 
Religious education. L iv ing in a Soc i 
ety that i s  predominant l y  Ch ristian, 
there was a growing anxiety that our 
ch i ldren w i l l be depri ved of knowing 
the i r  re l igion and the i r  rich heri tage . 
A lso .  Canadian soc i e ty unti l the 
l 960s , by fr1r and large . was not famil
iar w i th our Prophe t  Zarthus tra no r  
aware of t h e  Zoroastrian re l ig io n .  
Work was undertaken on  both fronts 
- fi rs t to organize re l igious classes 
for our ch i ldren ,  and second to have 
knowledgeable Zoroas trians under
take to speak at public forums and 
through the media familiarize Canadi
an society with Zoroaster 's message. 
Yezdi Ant i a, B omi Boyce, Jamshed 
lvfavalwala and Minoo Treasurywalla 
gave rad io and l ive TV talks on CBC 
and local s tations . 
In 1 9 72 .  c lasses were organ ized by 
Minoo Treasu rywala . ,rnd  were he ld 
fi rs t in pr i v ate homes .  and later at 
premises o ffered by the Universi ty of 
Toron to .  fn 1 977 ,  w i th i n te res t grow
ing ,  a more s truc tured curriculum was 
deve l oped by Nosh i r  Purakh , Boman 
Kotwa l .  Pu t l i  B y ramjee .  Pu t l i  M i rza 
and M inoo Tn.:asu ry wa la .  Car poo l s  
were organ ized t o  take the ch i ldren  to 
a ren ted schoo l hal l  in Miss i ssauga i n  
the Wes t  or t o  the Darbe Mehr in  the 
Ea.st of Toronto .  

Top, Happy group of volunteers at ann ual ZSO lvfoktad ceremonies . AboDe, Instal lat ion of the Holy Fire in the newly extended A tash Oadgalz at t/z e lvlehraban Gu fr,1 Darbe lvlehr, Toron to, by 1 2  lviobeds on September 25, 1 983 .  
Encouraged by the success of these 
c lasses a detailed sy!labus for the Re li
gion in Life Emblem for Boy Scouts 
and Girl Guides of  Canada was sub
mi tted by Putl i By ramjee . It was due 
to her untiring efforts that the proposal 
was accepted.  and as a resu l t  se veral 
scouts and guides have qual i fied for 
th i s  emblem .  
Muktad prayers. The fi rs t tradi t ional 
Muktad prayers and rituals were per
formed in l 982 ,  at the Darbe Mehr  
du ring the  fi ve h o l y  days of  the 
Gath as . You t h  and c1du l t  v o l unteers 

cleaned and prepared the prayer room.  
and washed and pol ished al l the uten
si ls and the big afargan . The fire was 
lit early i n  the morn ing of the fi rs t 
Gatha and was atte nded by p ri e s t s 
throughout the five days .  Ceremon ies  
o f  the Ajcirgan, Farrokshi and th t: 
th ree Satums were rec i ted dc1 i l y. 
remembering nearl y 200 n ames o f  
departed sou l s .  Food fo r the sa tu m 1 

prayers was p repared at the Darbe 
Mehr. The Darbe Mehr underwen t a 
magical tran s fo rmation duri ng those 
ho ly  day s .  Our  seniors make a great 



contribution. Some stay at the Darbe Mehr for 5-6 days, help and cook for the various prayers ,  and also p repare a lunch and dinner for those who attend the p rayers .  Muktads are now ce lebrated every year, thanks to the many volunteers who devote their time and effort: Coomi B hathena. Boman Kotwal, Yezdi Antia, Nozer Kotwal, Putli Mirza and others . On September 25 ,  1 983, the Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr bulged at the seams when over 500 Zarthustis attended the Jashan ceremony and installation of the Holy Fire in the newly extended Atash Dadgah room at the Darbe Mehr. It was hearten ing that nonZoroastrian spouses were also present on th i s  auspic ious occas ion .  The Jashan was performed by 1 2  mobeds. There were three afargans burning sukhar and lobban offered by the community. After the Jashan the youngest and latest novitiate led the Hum Bandagi .  The three afargans were carried by the Mobeds through the aisles past the congregation, to the Atash Dadgah room. The fires were then transferred with communal Atash-ni-Niyaishe prayers , to the large afargan . 
Seniors. The Seniors Group forms an active segment of ZSO. Included are regular health and exercise programs, nutrition and cooking demonstrations, workshops , and socialization ,  all at the 

Darbe Mehr. The sen iors have vis i ted p laces of  interest i n  Toronto and elsewhere, including a 1 4-day trip to Mexico this year. Goals. The First North A merican Zoroastrian Conference (Congress) was convened in Toronto, in 1 975 . This was the first o f  its kind to be held in the New World .  The objective was to bring together members of the community, to discuss current s tatus and goals for the future . The question the commun i ty faced was how much o f  our past customs and practices do  we have to change to adapt successful ly here, and how much of the rich heritage that has served our forefathers since Achaemenian times, can we retain. The Conference concluded that though adoption of al l past practices may not be possible, it is essential that the community adopt as many as possible and accept changes as warranted under different living conditions in North America. Establishment of the Darbe Mehr. In March 1 975 ,  the ZSO appointed a committee - Bomy Boyce, Adi Dastur, Katy Khambatta, Kawas Nanavati (Chair) and Kobad Zarolia, chartered to "pursue suitable action to establish a Community Centre in or around Metro Toronto, as a focal point of meeting for all Zoroastrians and their f�nds." 
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In 1 976, we became aware of a provinc ia l  government p rogram (Wintario) which could provide a substantial portion of the capital costs for certain projects such as multicultu ral ac t iv i t ies and heri tage conservation. We would have to find the first one third of  the cap i tal costs, Wintario would provide the next one third, and the final th ird would be raised by commercial financing. Many plans were made and presented to the c ommuni ty and to Wintario , bu t  there was no t  much progress .  Then fortune suddenly smiled on us ! Arbab Rustam Guiv found out about our project. On their way from Iran to the USA, Arbab and Dr. Rostam Sarfeh had stopped in the UK and visited Dr. and Mrs. Kutar. Arbab was shown a copy of the ZSO Newsletter of August 1 977, wherein there was a full project progress report .  Arbab was very interested . Mrs. Kutar conveyed Arbab 's wishes to Toronto in a letter :  "Arbab Rustom has shown a desire to donate a sum of money towards your ZCC. The amount offered is in the region of $500,000, to buy the land and build the Centre, in memory of the person named by him . . .  provided the ZSO has also collected enough money in a bank for the maintenance of the Centre . . .  " A few days later, Arbab Guiv and Dr. Sarfeh visited Toronto, and promised the full amount of 

1 00th Toronto is the first and only Zoroastrian Scout Group in North America. In its sixth year of active scou ting, it has a 'Beaver Colony', a Cub Pack for 8-1 0  year olds, a Scout Troop, and a Ven ture Company tha t  participates in 'adventures ' l ike rock climbing and white wa ter rafting. 100th Toronto is one of the few Co-Ed Scout  Groups in  the Grea ter Toron to Region . 



$600,000 needed for the Centre, to be 
named in memory of his late nephew 
Mehraban Guiv. 
In January 1 978 ,  a property was locat
ed - a large house on a superb wood
ed setting, the former home of Mazo 
de la Roche, well known author of the 
Jalna series of novels .  on sale for 
$500,000. Arbab Guiv signed an Agree
ment to Purchase and paid a deposit. 
Unfortunately, 1 978 was a sad year of 
dissension ! The community was upset 
that the p roperty had been almost 
accepted without their prior approval . 
Further, Arbab had decided that the 
property would be owned in trust by 
the Rustom Guiv Foundation , but 
operated by the ZSO. It was later 
lll!{eed that the property would be leased to 
the ZSO for 999 years at 1 cent per year! 
The project also ran into problems 
from the Borough of North York, 
who under p ressure from local res i
dents, took the unusual step of zon
ing the building so it could not be 
used as a temple. The problem was 
solved effectively by the Ontario 
Supreme Court Judge who, in a 
scathing judgement, stated: " . . .  I am 
satisfied that . . .  the By- law was 
enacted in bad faith and is discrimi
natory . . .  For these reasons, I declare 
the By- law . . . null and void and 
order that it be quashed ." 
A gala official opening ceremony was 
held on September 2 1 ,  1 980 ,  wi th 
Chief Guest Attorney General of 
Ontario, and the Mayor of North York. 
Due to ill health, Arbab was not able to 
attend. Barely two weeks later, Arbab 
Guiv pa�sed away. 
Wintario were once again 
approached for a grant, A year later, 
approval was received for a grant of 
$279 ,850 from the Wintario pro
gram, and the financial health of the 
Darbe Mehr was secured. Today the 
Darbe Mehr is a success ful commu
n i ty centre and a place of worsh ip for 
all Zoroastrians . %) 
Submitted by Kawas Nanavati & ZSO 
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Z o ro a s tr i a n A s s o c i a t i o n  

Ne iv Yo rk, 1 9 73 

Arbab Rustom Gu iv Darbe Mehr 249 Weyman Avenue New Rochelle, NY 1 0805, USA 
The first Zoroastrian Association in 
the New York area was formed in 
1 929, with seven persons pre-
sen t  among them the 
o rganizer Mr. Ph iroze 
Saklatwala and Mr. 
Rustomji  Wadia 
(who lived long 
enough to a lso be a 
member of ZAGNY 
for 1 5  years) . It fold
ed after Mr. Saklat 
wala's death, 
co incided with the arrival of 
the great depression which wiped 
out other affluent Zoroastrians o f  
New York and s o  also the original 
association. 
In 1 965 ,  Erach Munshi, Lovj i Cama, 
Dadi and Katy Dhabar, Homi Dalal 
and others started organizing formal 
Jamshedi Navroze and Shenshai 
Navroze dinners, to which every 
Zarthusti whose phone number was 
known, was invited. The first such 
dinner, at International House in 
New York, attracted 60 Zarthustis. In 
1 973 , a need was felt to formally 
organize ourselves into an Associa
tion and about 20 individuals came to 
a meeting at the home of Naval S id
hwa on Staten Island. The first 
Board of Directors, elected in 1 974 
included Erach Munshi ,  Naval S id
hwa, Framroze Pate l ,  Lovj i Cama, 
Khushroo Patel, Rohinton Cama, 
Jehan Daruwala, Nancy Daruwala 
and Rusi Sanjana .  Succeeding Presi
dents were Lovj i Cama, Framroze 
Patel, Faroke Gandhi, Ivy Gandhi ,  
Erach Munshi, Astad Clubwala, 
Kaikhosrov Irani .and Gev Nentin . 
In 1 97 5 ,  Dr. Ros tam Sarfeh attended 
the Navroze dinner, and, impressed 
by the number of Zarthust is ,  both 

Pars i and Iran i ,  and lack of their own 
p lace , approached Arbab Guiv on a 
trip to Iran. Arbab committed an i n i
t ial donation of $ 1 00,000 for a Darbe 
Mehr in the New York area; subse-

quent donations brought the 
total to over $250,000 . 

After a long search, the 
present property i n  
New Roche l le was 
bought, and Arbab 
Guiv offered to reno
vate it to serve as a 

community center and 
place of worsh ip .  The 

Darbe Mehr Zoroastrian 
Temple (DMZT) was formed 

as a Religious corporation under Sec
tion 1 0  of the Rel igious Corporations 
Act of New York State . 
Thus in 1 977, the first Darbe Mehr in 
North America was inaugurated, in  
the presence of Arbab and Morvarid 
Guiv, with Guest of Honor Mr. Nani 
Palkhiwalla. Ambassador of India to 
the USA .  Here Zarthustis could 
gather to worship, to re inforce the�r 
identity, to meet regularly for reh
gious classes , perform Navjotes and 
weddings and celebrate the fest ivals 
of NavRoz and Pateti . 
In 1 979 ,  ZAGNY was host to the 
Third North American Zoroastrian 
Conference. Because of Professor 
Kaikhosrov !ran i 's connections with 
the academic world , ZAGNY has 
been able to organize n ineteen con
ferences on various aspects Zoroas
trian ism in the past so many  years. 
ZAGNY also co-sponsored the firs t 
two International Gatha Conferences 
( in U . K . .  and Los Angeles) and the 
Yasht  Conference in 1 995 . 
Re l igious classes started by Ervad 
Pervez Pate l ,  Nancy Daruwala and 
Lovji Cama in 1 974 in rented faci l i 
ties at  the UN International School, 
have run regularly every month at the 



Darbe Mehr. Concu rren t l y, Pro f. Iran i runs an adu l t  education and discuss i on group .  ZAGNY has a good l i b rary, inc lud ing re ference se ts o f  many important works . In it ial donat ions to the l ibrary were made by Khanum Morvarid Guiv. A Young Children ' s  Camp was started by Ivy Gandhi in 1 979 ,  and continues to be a yearly feature . Fo l lowing Ivy 's  death in 1 995 ,  the camp has been renamed in her memo ry. A s imilar camp for o lder youth was init iated by Lovj i  Cama in 1 982, and is now a yearly feature . In 1 980, Fred Morris, act ive wi th the Boy Scouts administration ,  po inted out the need to deve lop a Zoroastrian Rel ig ious Emblem, and thus , the "Good L ife" program, which h as now become a part of scouting in the USA, was developed. This  e mblem can be earned by anyone between 1 2  and 2 1 ,  b y  comp leting the 5 0  page course book and a service projec t .  ZAG NY has organized three Gujarati nataks, the last one, "Pestonj i  na Parakram" netting $ 1 0,000 After 1 980 there was a large influx of Iranian Zarthustis who emigrated from Iran and became members of ZAGNY. However the differences in language, customs and even festivals ,  led them to forming their own Association - the Iranian Zoroastrian Association (IZA) in 1 986 .  IZA shared the use of the Darbe Mehr with ZAGNY, though its managemen t  remained with the latter. Some time after the passing of Arbab Guiv, the Guiv Foundation discovered that the Darbe Mehr, by the nature o f  i ts incorporation, was owned by  the communi ty, and demanded that ownership be transferred to the Foundation .  They filed a qu it claim. S ince the DMZT had no funds other than the property itse l f, ZAGNY became the main defendant .  After 5 years of litigation and appeal to the S upreme Court of NY state , the court ' s  verdict was in favor of DMZT as the legal owner of the Darbe Mehr property. 

During th i s  t ime of uncerta in ty, a committee was formed to co l lec t  funds for a New Zoroas trian Temple and Cu l tural Cen ter. The Committee , led by  Erach Munsh i ,  Farokh  Tarapore and Farrokh Deboo collected nearly $300,000 and pledges for another $ 1 50,000, but was not able to meet the goal of nearly $ 1 ,000,000, necessary for the projec t .  At the same time, with the final court dec ision that made the ownership of the Darbe Mehr secure, enthus iasm for a new Darbe Mehr waned. The funds col lected were returned to those that wanted them back. The interest collec ted in the account could not be legally returned to the donors . The money left wi th ZAGNY was sufficient for a complete renovation of the Darbe Mehr, which was completed by the Board under the able leadership of Astad C lubwala, in 1 994 .  The B oards of ZAGNY and IZA have worked out a formula by which representation on the Board of Trustees of the Darbe Mehr, and the cos t  of running the Darbe Mehr would be div ided between the two Associations in proportion to their membership,  which worked out to 
5: 1 .  "\S Gouu VVor<:ls . 
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:; J /!JJ -u ro �'> tr ZAGNY contributes to FEZANA both in terms of finances and time of some of its members . Framroze Patel was the Vice-President of FEZANA, Rustom Kevala is editor of the FEZANA Journal ,  Kaikhosrov Irani chaired its Education Committee, and Dr. Noshir Langrana is invo lved with organizing the North American Directory and Census . ZAGNY has a scholarsh ip  fund wh ich  helps co l lege students w i th small grants and loans .  ZAGNY also supports the efforts of a group led by Erach Munshi that annual ly col lects 
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donat ions for the Udvada Atas h Behram,  and another group led by Jamshed Ghadially and Farokh Tarapore that raises funds fo r the Parsi Genera l  Hosp i tal in  Bombay. Donat ions of around  $8 ,000 are sen t  to each ,  annually . The p resent membersh ip of ZAGNY is about 1 70 households ,  representing over 370  individuals ,  most ly in the tri-state area, with some members from as far away as Florida, Cal iforn ia  and Japan . It is a vibrant commun i ty that rall ies in times of joy and sorrow. It is a democratical ly run inst i tut ion where al l officers are elected by majority v9te . It has not been possible to name all the individuals who have contributed the ir time, energy and finances to the success of ZAGNY S ubmitted by Lovji Cama 
Tivo Models [Continued from page 25] America who are presently being torn by the convulsive forces of bitter acrimony. One advantage of following the two paths, is that if the reform struc ture col lapses, then at least the traditional s tructure which has survived the vicissitudes of time, will be there . If on the other hand, the traditional structure breaks down, then at least the new reformist model wil l  be there for Zoroastrians to turn to . I believe that dynamic needs of  the New World should be tempered so that it becomes a unifying and stabil iz ing force and not a des tructive force. This can be done by combining the merits and avoiding the defects, that the agenda of both sys-tems display. 12 
[ 1 ]  This  is a condensed vers ion of a paper of the same ti tle presented by the author at the Ninth North American Zoroastrian Congress in Vancouver, Canada in 1 992 . 
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of 
Chicago, Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr 8615 Meadowbrook Drive Hinsdale, IL 60521 ,  LISA 

The marble plaque in the foyer of the 
Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr in 
Chicago reads : "This Darbe Mehr is 

a memorial to the men, 
women and children 

whose inspiration,  
determination and 
courage manifest
ed itse l f  in the 

real ization of thi s  
Center, and i s  dedi

c ated to their c hildren 
who shall carry the torch of Zoroas
trianism for future generations 
in North America." It is now 
over a decade since the Darbe 
Mehr was inaugurated, and the 
second generation of Chicago 
area Zoroast rians is jus t  
emerging, to live up to the 
promise of "carrying the 
torch" and holding i t  high .  
While not one of the laraest in C, 

size (the ZAC directory lists 
about 600 me.n , women and 
children in Il l inois and nei o-h-
boring mid-Western states -
Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, Wis
cons in) , the Chicago commu
nity can certainly claim to be 
one of the more enterpris ing, 
involved, dynamic, and most  
importantly, cohesive ,  groups 
o f  Zoroastrians in North  
America .  Parsis and Iranis 
together have contri bu ted to 
perpetuate their trad i tions and enrich 
the American community. 
Today, the Darbe Mehr i s  a focus for 
the community ' s sp iritual , religious 
and social growth . The ZAC calen
dar i s  packed . Jashne Sadeh, 
NavRoz, Mehergan and Gahambars, 
are celebrated with Iranian flair, usu-

ally orches trated by Iran i an famil ies. 
Pars i trad i t ions prevai l  at the Pate t i  
function in August , and for the p re
ceding five days of the Muktad cere
monies . There is "Couples Nigh t 
Out" to celebrate Valentine's D ay, a 
Halloween Party with costumes , a 
Graduation Party in June, an annual 
picnic and camping trip ,  a children 's 
Christmas Party and a New Year ' s  
eve dinner dance. At Avan-Ardiv i 
sur-Parab, lad ies (and some gentle
men) gather at the Darbe Mehr for an 
all-day session making Dar-ni-Poris. 
The second Sunday of each month i s  
reserved fo r  a ZAC B oard meeting 
followed by communal prayers, 
Dhansakh lunch and a lec ture pro
gram. Senior outings are held once a 
month. The monthly children's Reli
gion Education c l asses are wel l 

attended, 

preceded by  ' sleepovers ' at mem
ber 's homes . 
The cornerstone of the community is 
fanned by its priesthood. Chicago is 
fortunate to have the serv ices o f  
Ervads Dr. Kersey Antia, (wh o  was 
honored with a shawl by ZAC in 
1 977, as Head Priest of the Chicago 
area Zoroas trians )  and his sons 

Mazda and J immy, Jamshed An t ia , 
Behram Daboo, Neriosang Karanj ia 
and h is  son Zarvan, Ardav iraf 
Minocherhomj i ,  Keikhosrow Mobed, 
Jamshed Ravj i, and Pes i Vazifdar and 
h is sons Hoshi and Nevi l le. They 
serve on a voluntary basis, perform
ing Navjo tes ,  Weddings ,  Jashans , 
Funera l s  and other ceremon ies for 
Zoroas trians in Chicago and across 
North America . 
Early Zoroastrian presence. Wh ile 
there may have been a few Zarthustis 
in and out of the Ch icago area in the 
early part o f  this century, on a record
ed basis, Zoroastrian presence began 
in the late 40 ' s  (post World War II) 
attrac ted primarily by the prospects 
of higher education and better jobs .  
Among the earlies t of those who 
formed the nucleus of the Zoroastri
an community in Chicago, were Keki 
(and later Mehroo) Bhote and Jim 

(and later Navaz) Modi ,  
Boman Kanga, J im  

Jagus 

(now in Pittsburgh)  and Farrokh Das
toor (now in Los Angeles ) .  But there 
are always surprises. Just last year, 
contact was acc idental ly made with a 
Mr. Rustom Dalal, in h is 80 ' s ,  who  
came in the 1 930 's to s tudy eng i
neering and h as l ived in Chicago 
since, quite unaware of the Zarthu s ti 
community. 



( L_-1t) So1 1 1e ZA.C Board and communi.hJ 11 1en1bers at t/ie Darb! .\1dzr . 
.--\. t the ground-breaking ceremony, Hin::=dale. June 19S: . (R:ght! Community 
n 1er11bers comi1 1<;; tc<;;et/zer T.ceekend after ,ceeki!i ui, deari.iw �/zc ,iei·r.s, smuiin'-1 
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scraping, paiHting, T.:amishing and cleaning their Darbe .\frhr, tile first Tem-
ple co1 1s tructi.on in North America. 

The pa t tern o f  Zarthus t i s  coming  
from I nd ia .  Pakis tan and  Iran. a s  
s tuden t s  t o  lln ivers i t ies in and 
around Ch i cago.  then finding j obs 
and se tt l ing down. has by and large 
continued. In the fifties .  the migra
tion was just a trickle - maybe 4 or  

5 s tuden ts a year. 
The rate picked up 
in the s ixties , and 
reached a crescen
do in the 7 0 ' s .  
Today, the rate o f  
new sett le rs to 
Chicago has  
diminis hed to a 
handful of families 
each  year. In the 
past thirty years . 
the Zarthusti popu
lat i on in Ch i cago 
has i ncreased  1 0-
fo id, fro m arou11d 
.:J.O in  the i 960s to 

over 600 in the 1 990s. 
Early e ffo rts to o rgan ize in the 
Ch i c ago  area we re made by Ke ki  
B hote ;md J im  Mod i [see Zoroastri.
un Association of America, th is 
issue ,  pu'._;e  31 I i n  1 965 .  The Asso
c iat i on  funct ioned for a f-ew years , 
;ind then gradual ly  ceased acti v i t i es .  

I n  1 974 some Zarthus tis . fee l ing " it 
was t ime for a re -sy nthes i s  in 
Chicago · · .  made another attempt at 
o rgan izi n g .  In a le t ter to "The · 
b.rse e s  o f  Grea te r  Ch i c :.1go " ,  :ind 
s i gned by Ke rsey Amia. Keki 
B ho te .  Godrej B i l l imo ria .  Nari 
Pate l .  Dara Rive tna and Roh i n ton  
Ri vetna. they wrote : · 'Our  hope i s  
that we can graduate from the  pure
ly soc ial in te rface that has charac
terized our c ontacts in the last few 
years . \Ve have c hildren growing 
up  in a to tal ly American mi l ieu ,  
w ho have no know ledge of the rich 
heritage of their great re l ig ion  . . .  It 
is important that we begin to attack 
the ine rtia and atrophy of the in te r
regnum . . .  we are there fo re calling 
a meet ing of al l Parsees  in  the 
greater Chic ago area on August 1 1 ,  
1 9 7-+ . About  40 Zo roas trians 
showed up at the fi rst meeting . The 
mode l  o f  · ':v [on t h ly Mee t i ng s · ·  
c aught  e n .  ar.J h;is c o n t inued to  th i s  
day ,  fi rs t in membe r ' s  homes .  and 
then at the l.: n i tar ian C hu rc h  in  
H insdale . unti l the Darbe Me hr was 
bui lt ( in 1 98 3 ) .  
The ZAC was offic ia l ly charte red a 
year l ate r. o n  December 3 I .  1 97 5. 
Dr. B ahram Farhad i e h  was e lected 
the fi rs t P re .� i d e n t .  Unde r  s u bse-
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quent Pres idents - Rohinton Rivetna  ( 1 9 80-86) ,  Kayomarsh Mehta ( 1 98 6- 1 990) , Bomi Damkevala ( 1 990- 1 994) and Pes i  Vaz ifdar ( [ 994- 1 996) ,  the ZAC has grown from strength to strength .  Unique to the ZAC constitution i s  the "Open Door Policy" - al l wil l ing workers are opted to the Board of D irectors ,  after a ' show of hands '  election by the general membership. The Executive Officers are then elected by the B oard. from within the Board. S hortly after the formation o f  the Association, thoughts turned to setting up proper facilities for rites and ceremonies for the departed. 20 burial plots were purchased in a section of  Elm Lawn Cemetery. Subsequently, many addit ional lo ts were purchased, partly with a grant o f  about  $20,000 fro m  the Rus tom Guiv Foundation . In 1 977 ,  ZAC hosted the Second North American Zoroastrian Congress .  The 1 98 1  Gala Banquet with Gues t  of  Honor Zubin Mehta, was a major fund-raiser for the Darbe Mehr. ZAC has also hos ted two Youth Congresses ,  Mobeds Council Meetings ,  and a plethora of conferences, lectures, seminars and camps .  In 1 985 ZAC was the seat  of planning for the FEZANA Constitution which was formed and approved in the ZAC library. In recent years, ZAC has made a s ign ificant p resence on  the Interfaith scene ,  among the more memorable events being the 1 993 Parliament of the World 's  Religions ,  in which ZAC members played a leading role . The Darbe Mehr. The Inauguration of the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, on September 3 ,  1 983 ,  was a proud moment in the hi story of  Zoroastrians in North America. I n  a two-day ce lebrati on ,  fi l led w i th soc ial and sacred events, the fire was installed in the Prayer Room, in the l arge s i lver Afargan that had been shipped from an agiary in  Surat. The 

fi rst p iece of sandalwood was offered by Madame Morvarid Gu i v, for i t  was through t h e  v is ion and phi lanthropy o f  Arbab Rustam and Morvarid Khanum Gu iv that this dream had become a real i ty. The Chicago community of l 00 fami l ies worked agains t  tremendous odds to ra ise funds and bui ld the Darbe Me hr, the fi rst Temple cons truction on the North American continent. The realization of th is dream was made possible through years of  ded icated service by the  Chicago Zoroas trians with the inspiration and motivation of Rohinton Rivetna. He had the v i s ion , conce ived and designed the building , served as Gene ral Contractor, and nurtured the dream through the many crises from conception through inauguration .  Fund Raising. In 1 980, Arbab Guiv made an offer of $ 1 50,000 towards a Darbe Mehr in  the Chicago area . The community immediately started a massive fund raising effort to supplement the offer. Many banquets ,  raffles , bake sales , car washes and te lephone drives later, they purchased a beaut iful ,  wooded, 2-acre property in suburban Hinsdale ,  for $55 ,000 . During th is time Arbab Guiv passed away and the Guiv Trust ran into difficulties releas ing the funds, some of which were tied up in real estate property in Mettawa, 30  miles Northwest of  Ch icago . The 20-acre Mettawa property had been purchased by Arbab Guiv in 1 978 ,  for  a center i n  Chicago, but had laid unused due to lack of construct ion funds and due to i t s  non-central location. The community came forward, fonned a partnership, the "Parsi Partners", and purchased 5 acres of the Mettawa property from the Trust for $60,000. The Trust was then able to tum over $ 1 50,000 to ZAC. $20,000 was donated by Mehraban and Faredoon Zartoshty for the Library ; over $ 1 6,000 by Dr. and Mrs . Abou Mazdai for the Prayer Hal l ,  $ 1 0 ,000 by Mehroo and Minu Pate l towards the 

L ib rary to be named in honor of the ir elders, Nan ia-Kanga-Patel Library and Leaming Center ; and $5 ,000 by Mr. and Mrs . Zubin Mehta. A $5 ,000 donation was made by the Mobed Family-B oman .  Jehangir and Keikhosrow, who have been strong supporters s ince the inception of ZAC . Construction .  On June 1 3 , 1 982,  in a s imple  but  moving ceremony, ground was broken for the Darbe Mehr cons truc tion . Many alternate arch i tectu ral p lans were reviewed and debated, unt i l  a des ign accep table to both the communi ty and the zoning au thori t ies ,  was app roved .  The land was c le ared of brush and trees , surveyed, concrete foundation poured, we l l  and septic laid, underground heating,  p lumbing and electric a l  work performed, and the e rect ion of the bu i ld ing she l l  p roceeded smoothly. A major setback occurred in September 1 982 ,  when during the roof cons truction, one of the 50-foot trusses fel l ,  bringing down 30 others . With the grace of Ahura Mazda, the project quickly picked up again, with the installation of the roof, brick masonry walls and floor slabs . The doors ,  windows, siding, insulation, drywall, floor tiling ,  e lectrical , heating and alarm systems were installed. The exterior si te grading, landscaping and parking lot were done .  Community members worked on weekends,  c learing the debris, sanding, varnishing,  paint ing,  and pol i sh ing ,  to get the bui ld ing ready in time for the Inauguration. Noth ing of course happened in the smooth chronology that this accoun t may convey. Events meshed into one another, p l ans were revised a dozen times . There were times when deep despair was fe l t ,  when the project seemed i n terminab l e . But ou t  o f  those s torms arose the Darbe Mehr, as tes t imony to the sp i r i t  o f  the Chicago Zoroas trian community. ti 
Submitted by Roshan Rivetna 



tion of California, 
2641 Veteran Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90064, USA 

The earl iest known migration of 
Zarthustis in the Los Angeles area, 
and for tha t  matter, in California, 
started with the arrival of the late Dr. 
Maneck Anklesaria in 1 922 .  More 
Parsis gradually settled in the area, 
especially in the late 1 940s, such as 
the late Mr. Nani Moos, Dasturj i  and 
Mrs. Bode, Minoo Netervala, and 
Keki Gandhi, and Farrokh and Najoo 
Dastur in the late 1 950s. Initially, a 
few families socialized, mostly at 
Dasturji Bode 's home. In the 1 960s, 
the LA Zarthustis had formed an 
informal group which organized 
soc ial get-togethers, especially for 
Parsi New Year and Jamshedi 
Navroze. One of the popular sites for 
such gatherings was the home of Far
rokh and Najoo Dastur in B rent
wood. The Dastur family's spacious 
outdoor facili ty provided ample 
room for young and old to play 
games, dip in the sw imming pool, 
and walk around while enjoying the 
delicious Dhansakh and sweets pre
pared by Naj oo and her helpers. 
Keki ( and Rose) Gandhi had also 
compi led a di rectory o f all the 
Zarthustis l i v ing in the area. 
As the population of Zarthusti s con
t inued to expand, Maneck B hujwala 
started proposing the idea of having a 
formal organization to better serve 
the growing needs of our community. 
With my prev iou s exper ience in 

form ing the Soc iety fo r Rap id 
Advancemen t  of  Ind ia, in LA, with a 
group of fe l low Indians , I offered to 
guide our community in the formal i 
ties of holding elec t ions, drafting a 
const i tution, and app lying for tax
exempt status. 
At first, there was some resistance to 
changing our informal status . There 
was a valid concern that a formal 
organization would introduce politics 
and i ts negative s ide-effects . But I 
was able to gain the support of some 
people for my proposal, including 
Jiju and Roshan Motivala, who 
encouraged me to go forward .  As my 
wife Mahrukh and I were still living 
in an apartment in Pasadena, the 
Motivalas o ffered their house for 
holding a meeting. 
I drafted and mailed a letter to all 
Zarthustis, on August 23, 1 974, invit
ing them to attend a meeting,  for the 
purpose of creating a formal organi
zation that would, among other 
things, raise funds for needy Zarthus
tis . The meeting was held on 
September 29, 1 974, at the Motivala 
residence, and was attended by 
Noshir Bahadurj i ,  Maneck and 
Mahrukh Bhujwala, Farrokh and 
Najoo Dastur, Dhun Engineer, 
Minoo and Pesi Katrak, Hamai 
Madon, Rashid and Havovi 
Lilaowala, Jiju ,  Roshan and Farida 
Motivala, Gulbanoo Sukhia, and 
Burjor and Alamai Vaghaiwalla. 
The new organization was named 
"Zoroastrian Association of Los 
Angeles", and officers elected to the 
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f irst Execc1 t ive Committee were 
Noshir Bahadurj i ,  Maneck Bhujwala, 
Farrokh Dastur, D hun Engineer, 
Keki Gandh i ,  Minoo Katrak, Rashid 
Lilaowala, J ij u  and Roshan Motivala, 
and Burjor  Vaghaiwalla .  
A const i tution for the organ izati on 
was later drafted. Mrs . Gulbanoo 
Sukhia (Najoo Dastur's mother) was 
the fi rst to donate $40 to the treasury, 
I mailed a second letter to the 
Zarthusti community on  November 
26, 1 974, inviting them to the first 
General Body Meeting on December 
1 4, 1 974 . At this meeting the draft 
constitution was reviewed and updated. 
In later meetings o f  the execut ive 
committee, before registering w i th 
the State of California, we decided to 
change the name to "Zoroastrian 
Association of California' ' in order to 
extend it to all Zarthustis of Califor
nia, as there was no other forma l  
group in the S tate. In  the beginning 
Zarthustis migrating from Iran 
became members of our organization 
and added their lively Persian music 
at our functions. Later, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Farangis 
Shahrokh (formerly wife of India 's  
Air  Marshall Asp i Engineer) they 
formed their separate organization, 
the California Zoroastrian Center, for 
language and other reasons. 
From about 6 or 7 in 1 967 , the num
ber of Zoroastrians in 1 994 has 
grown to abou t  450 individuals from 
India and about 680 from Iran. rt 

Submitted by Maneck Bhujwala 

%e 'Wfio[e is {jreater 
Syner;gy is everywfiere in nature. If you pfant two pfants dose 
together tfie roots wi[[ co-ming[e. aruf improve tfie soi[ so tfiat 6otfi. 
pfants wi[[ grow 6etter tfian if tfiey were separatecf. If you put 
two pieces of wooa toge-tfier tfiey wi[[ fw[a much more than tfie 
tota[ weight fie{a 6y eacli separate[y. 'Ifie wfw{e. is greater tfian 
tfie sum of its parts. 
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1976 2 1 05 Olympics Auowe 7

/ u w� League City, TX 77573, LISA �� 
Hous ton. the emer :.i l d  c i ty o f  the 
B ayou .  spark le s  when  i t  
c o mes to i t s  dyn am i c  and 

,,ce,,,,.,,,.,.,,,, ,,,.,.,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,., :c,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,.,.,.,.",.,,,., ,, ,,, ,,,,.·,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,:,,,,,,.,.,,,:., .,._,_., .. , ,  

successfu l  Zoroas trian com
munity . I t  a l l s tarted th i rty 
y ears ago wh e n  Ad i Desa i  
came  t o  R ice  Un i ve rs i ty 
from Indi:.i .  In the ensuing 
years , Ad i .  o ther  s tuden ts 
and young  p ro fe s s i ona l s  
wou ld  mee t  at Meh l i  and 
Zenobia  Behr:.ina · s  house on 
Sunday for dh:.insak. It was 
from these S unday gather- • 
i ngs t ha t  the need fo r :.in 
:.is s oc ia t ion was fe I t .  B y  
1 976 the communi ty grew to 
30  fami l ies and at this t ime 
the Zoroas trian Assoc i at ion  
o f  Hous ton ( ZAH) was 
formed . The p i oneers 
i nc luded Maneck  Ch ichgar. 
Sarosh  Co l lec tor, Kaemarz 
Dotiwala. Piloo Ela.via. Adi l 
Godiwal la ,  Katie Irani . 
Hoshang Karha i ,  Aspi Se thna and Ground breaking ceremony: Zoroastrian Heritage and Cultural Cen ter, Houston . 
Khurshed Wadia. 
In the nex t fi ve years ( 1 976- 1 98 1 )  
Houston became increas ing ly  popu
lar with the Zoroas trian immiarants "' 
from the Indian subcontinent . The 
c l imate was conducive and the oi l  
boom o ffered great opportunities . 
Mos t of al l there was Naraesh and 
Asp i  Se thna who he l ped n:w fam i
l ies se t t le in Houston.  S ince then ,  the 
commu n i ty h as s tead i ly  inc reased. 
Today, the Zoroas trians in the 
metropo l i tan Houston area excet!d 500. 
With the i ncrease in nu mbers ,  the 
firs t  genera t ion imm igran ts fe l t  the 
need for  re l i gious  educat i on  for the i r  
chi ldre n .  This  res u l ted i n  t h e  fonna
t ion of a S unday Schoo l  in 1 9 8 l by 
Farrokh  Mis tree . S ince then the S un
day Sc hoo l trad i t i o n  has c o n t i n u ed  
w i th h e l p  from Vahis h ta Kai kobad, 

Kaemarz Dotiwala. Sarosh Maneck
shaw and Sarosh Collector. Arnavaz 
and Roshan Sethna continue to open 
their home to the communi ty for 
Sunday School . New programs such 
as "Let the Children Speak", navjote 
prayers by  Katy Pate l ,  and Gujarati 
lessons by Yasmin Medhora are cur
rently be ing o ffered at the schoo l .  
A1 anashni, s tarted in  1 9 8 7 ,  the 
news le tte r that has kep t  Hous ton  
Zoroas t rians we l l  i n formed th rough 
the years , is ed ited by Amavaz Seth
na. These news letters wou ldn' t be 
poss i ble wi thout the generous hel p of 
B oyce  Eng i neering , K .  Walj i atto r
ney, and Col lector & Dart who pro
v i de copy ing serv ices and pos tage. 
In  1 9 82  Yezd i and Magda lena Rus 
tomj i  took members of the you th on 

a camping trip and subsequently that 
year the You th Group was formed . 
This group s ince i ts incep tion has 
acti vely p layed a role in the affairs of 
the Associat ion .  Under the guidance 
of the Rus tomjis ,  Kaemarz Dotiwala 
and Saro sh  Co l l ector the Youth 
Group has i n terac ted w i th o ther  
youth groups in North America. The 
fi rs t North Ameri can You th Camp 
was h e ld in Hous ton  i n  1 9 87 .  The 
Youth Group conti n ues to s tudy our 
re l ig ion ,  trad i t ions  and cu l ture a long 
w i th other ac tiv i t i es such as learning 
about finance, leadersh i p  and organ iz
i ng .  in a fun fi l l ed a tmos p he re w i t h 
the ir  presen t sponsor Perv i n  Sagar. 
J 987-88 were the recess ion years and 
e ven though a few Hous ton  fami l i e s  
moved to other p laces i n  search of  j obs 



there was a s ign ifican t  event that took p lace and was a c lear ind icat ion o f  maturity and cohes iveness w i thin the group .  This event was the formation of the Zoroas trian Bu i lding Fund, a sub-committee of ZAH. This group was entrusted with the respons ib i l i ty of fund raising, investments, planning and des igning a Zoroas trian Heritage and Cultural Center. Purvez Rustomj i  and h i s  managing committee have collected over $400,000, and the Center will be completed this year. This stellar achievement would not have been poss ib le  w ithout the help of 4 1  Zarthustis headed by Kersi Engineer who purchased 20 acres of land in the city of Houston and donated 4.3 acres to the Zoroastrian Association. The remaining 1 6  acres is planned for a residential comp lex for the benefit of the community. Another event which exhibited the dynamism and maturity of the community was the hosting of the Seventh North American Congress in 1 990 . Th is Congress not only showed the internal strength of a small community but also located Houston as one of the vi tal c i ties in North America for Zoroastrian growth . 1 993 saw the start of the Gatha Studies Group.  A group of Zarthustis who wanted to study the Gathas started to meet once a month at Boyce Engineering .  It is conducted on the basis of the ' shared enquiry ' model of group study and is open to all who are interested. The group leaders are Sarosh Maneckshaw and Yezdi Rustomji .  Houshang and Fereshteh Khatibi are ins trumen tal in getting the Irani and Parsi groups together. During the Seventh North American Congress they organized a memorable Iranian night. Along with Behram Varjavand, they organized and celebrated Jashan-eSadeh for the first time in Houston. A tradition we hope to follow each year now. ZAH is proud of our Zarthusti Houston ions and feel there is tremendous potential for entrepreneurs here .  Within this community you wil l  find at least 35 businesses and each one has carved a name for themselves .  Mehrwan Boyce of Boyce Engineering is an authority on turbine technol-

ogy. Homi Dav ier started Bal tic Ai rl ines; Adi l B harucha is a success story i n  the fast  food bus iness ; Kai rasp Lashkari has earned his reputation in res taurant and catering ; Kaemarz Dotiwala in petro-chemicals ;  Purvez Rustomj i  in Industrial Coatings ;  Sarosh Col lector, FEZANA treasurer. is a CPA and owner o f  Col lector & Dart; Feroze Bhandara o f  Mazda Construction is a successful developer and builder; Bapsy S idhwa renowned author; Behram Yazdani and Kers i Engineer are successful apartmen t  complex owners ; and Zarir Sethna of  Sethna Financial Group. And we have our share of professional doctors, engineers, insurance agents, educators and scientists that make our ZAH great. 
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Houston Zarthustis are indeed fortunate to have a number of Mobeds in the area. The voluntary services provided by Ervads S hapur Pavri , Peshotan Unwal la  and other Mobeds i s  deep ly apprec iated. Present ly Roshan Sethna and her Execu t ive Committee con tinue to reach and extend the horizon of an active communi ty. The notion of a Zoroastrian community in Houston is not just a gathering of like minded people . It is a p lace where each Zoroastrian is encouraged to sparkle individually and where each Zarthusti becomes a dazzling vital force in what is known as the Zoroastrian Assoc iation of Houston. 
Submitted by Aban Rustomji 

Zoroastrian Association of Metropo litan 
Washington, Inc., 1979 
2347 Hunter Mill Road 
Vienna, VA 22181 
(703) 242-3672 ometime in the early 1 970s, Sam Bhathena, who had arrived from India as the Fogerty International Fellow at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, made an announcement in the newspaper of the Indian Embassy and managed to get together a group of about 20 Zarthus-tis . Others active in this group were S am's wife Pauruchisty, Soli and Pearl Choksi , L. Banoo Gracie )ji. , �·F r Hamai Pastakia !-if 

• ' !...')5.· Asp1 Cambatta and v.t: . '-� :: , , ,. ·, . Farrokh Gowadia. ,..r"_,_'f. ..... ·."·�· ,"'"'". ---"""'"---"-----Gowadia provided the all- important Parsi food at the meetings. The group provided a focal point for activities and successfu lly organized a number of relig ious and soc ial events in private homes. In the late 1 970s there was a marked increase in the number of Zarthustis and the need became apparent for a formal organization. 

Many individuals had been inspired by Khojes tee Mistree 's  work urging Zarthustis everywhere to learn about their faith and history and they explored the creation of a formal Association for the entire Washington D.C. metropolitan area and adjacent states. ZAMWI was incorporated as an Association on April 30, 1 979. Goals and Charter; Certain funda' (,,,, .r mental principles 
• , . .1,-J,.(. • J':;;t; guided the creat10n 
-'. �·: .�,T ', :,A of ZAMWI· to pro-
?/'i\'. 

. 
. 

A� mote a community spirit and cohesion, but not merely as a social club; to work towards the perpetuation of Zoroastrianism, inc luding the �--...:.:..:.-"'--..;..;_-'-' teaching of prayers and providing basic knowledge of the fai th to the young ; to increase the knowledge of adults about their faith ; to increase the awareness of Zoroastrian history through talks and studies by both Zoroastrian and non-Zoroastrian scholars; to establish a center of learning and a fire temple on this continent; to increase the awareness of Zoroastri-



bers became almost equal to those o f  towards a "North American Zoroastrian anism in the community at large ; and f Cen ter" in  the Washington, DC area. f the Parsi-Zarthustis. The challenge o to embrace non-Zoroastrian spouses O The Center wou ld be for all Zarthustis · · th comb in i ng the cu l tural ly d i fferen t  Zoroastrians and their cht ldren m e m· North America, and would inc lude a Zarthus t i s  was accepted and we fee l  activities. that we have succeeded .  In 1 989 a library from separate funds donated by The charter welcomes non-Zarthustis bil ino-ual news letter was started by Dr. Rostarn Sarfeh. to become associate members without Rust;m Kevala, which received wide A search for a su itable s i te qu ickly a vote or the ab i l i ty to serve on the recogn it ion . The commun i ty now revealed that the pledged amount was Board of  Trustees. These progressive l ives and works together. Today, all to obtain a suitable site . At princ iples were adopted at a yP'_u�.�b ·-�·-"· ..... ···--............. ·.·····--· ..... · ..... ··• ...... ·.· .................................... •.·.-.· ................. ;,-.,, .. · ... '.;;;;;::;::-,.:;:��;;::;;:;:;;;::::;:;::-;: ·.::::i•::'.; ::::::'::·::::::::::::::;•c·•:•::J that time, the Guiv Trust l ie meeting in 1 978 .  became involved in  liti-The princip les contin- gation with the . N_ew ue to be reflected in York Assoc1at1on ZAMWI activ ities, i ts (ZAGNY) , and their s tand on Zarthusti interest in the National affairs in North Ameri- Center in DC waned . ca, and its de l iberate Then in March 1 990, effort from the begin- several prominent Imni-ning to nurture young an Zarthustis formed a adults so that they Vansdar Committee could begin by taking (Vansdar is the Avestan the lead in managing word for 'Cente r ' )  t he  commun ity 's under the leadership of affairs . Khodarahm Shahryary The first Pres ident of and Dariush Jahanian . the B oard of Trustees This committee was was Adi Davar, who registered in Virginia was fol lowed by Din- under the name of shaw Joshi, Rohinton ZAMWI Board of Trustees: Ardeshir Bakhtiani, Rosta1:7- Pourushasb, Zoroastrian Center and Tengra, Goshtasp Feroza Fitch, K,ishmira Daruwalla, Kersi Sh_roff (President), General Darbe Mehr of Met Ostad, Rustom Kevala, Khodarahm Shahryary (Chair, Vansdar Committee), Ervad Behram Pan� ropolitan Washington . Shehernaz Joshi Ver- thaki, Behram Pastakia, Dilnavaz Bhalla, Farhad Shahryary, Cyrus Desai The Trustees of the ahrami, and the present Guiv Foundation revis-president, Kersi Shroff. publications including the newslette: ited Washington and met with the Vans-In 1985, Rohinton Tengra represented and annual reports include a Farsi dar Committee and the ZAMWI Board ZAMWI at the FEZANA Consti tu- translation, a decision made by Rohin- and increased their pledge to $450,000. tional Convention and signed as one of ton Tengra; and most talks and dis- Soon afterwards, a beautiful 7-acre tract the Founding Members . cussions are translated into Fars i or  of land was found in  suburban Vienna, Alberta Bertuzzi, wife of Kersi Shroff English as necessary at all meetings Vrrginia, and acquired for the Center. started the newsletter since the incep- Establishment of Center. From the Today, the Washington community has tion of ZAMWI, and has written it all earliest days, ZAMWI presidents were the use of a small renovated house on these years, maintaining an unrivaled trying to obtain pledges for bui�d��g a this property, where meetings and reli-quality. center for Association act1V1t1es . gious c lasses are held regularly. The ZAMWI's creation coincided with the Under the leadership of Presiden t  family of  a beloved membe�, Es'.andiyar beginning of the Khomeini era in Iran . Goshtasb Ostad , communications Jamzadeh, donated money m his m�m-The Board gave letters to several Ira- were established with the Guiv  TruSt, ory to convert the back of the house mto nian Zarthustis on the basis of which who had expressed an in tereSt in a Prayer Room. In Sprin� and S�mmer, the US S tate Department allowed donating funds for a Cen ter in �he large gatherings often spill over mto the them to stay in the US . This also nation 's capital . On July 2, 1 988, Vice outside grounds. A volleyball court has enabled some of them to bring their President Rus tom Kevala made an been built and sees much use in the families here . The following years impassioned presentation to the witnessed a d iaspora of Iran ian- Trustees of the Arbab Rustom Guiv Zarthustis into the area and their num- Foundation, who pledged $250,000 
summer. 



Efforts are under way now to get the zoning and funds for a l arger fac i l ity. ZAJvfWI has set aside a bu i lding fund and the Vansdar Committee has actively raised donations for building the next phase of expansion. Friends of  another member, Fal i Chothia. who passed away unexpectedly i n  Septe mber 1 987 ,  s tarted a scho lars h ip fund in h i s  memory. When Mehrbanu Behman Aidun passed away in 1 989 at the age of 85, she wi l led 1 5  cemetery lots for Zarthustis , next to where she is buried in Alexandria, Virginia. Mobeds . For many years ,  ZAtv[WI re l ied on the honorary services of Mobeds Adi Unwal l a  and Noshir Karanj ia of New Jersey, and Purvez Pate l of  New York. They came ungrudgingly whenever the need arose, took time off work to come and perform funeral and other services .  In the last two years , Ervad Behram Panthaki. who has settled in the Washington area, has taken over the honorary responsibi l ities of a priest. Due to his presence, the pace of religious observances has increased greatly. In 1 995, for the first time, ZAtvlWI held a Muktad ceremony, which was attended by nearly 100 persons .  Ervad Panthaki has also started a rel igious class for our very young . Adul t  rel igious discussions have been organized by Adi Davar, who has developed a ' virtual college' course for the study of Zoroastrianism. Participants are expected to come prepared and at each session, a different member takes the lead role in presenting the topic under discussion. Youth. Our youth have banded together in a Zoroastrian Youth C lub headed by Orang Demehry. They have organized suitable activities for the young, and also meet regularly in a Gatha class .  The Club has also been instrumental in rai s ing funds for ZAMWI and other causes , such as re l ief of poverty among Zarthustis in Iran and India. Behzad Samya has introduced an innovative plan in which the youth provide various services to members , 

part o f  the proceeds o f  wh i c h are donated to ZAMWI . Las t year, the highl ight o f  the i r  activ ity was a concert o f  "New Age Music" .  ZAi\,fWI has truly come of age and we now look forward with opt imism and 
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en thus iasm towards the growth and cont inu ing un ity of the Zoroas trian community in the Washington, DC area. 
Submitted by I<ersi Shroff 

Zoroastrian Association of Pennsylvania 
and N eiv Jersey, 1979 

1 79 Wentworth Lime 
Rosemont, PA 19010, USA The Zoroastrian Association of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware (ZAPA.1'\fJ) is ;/El:I?nEI its 1 7 th anniversary this year. In the early seventies, i t  was nothing more than a co llection of a handful of Parsis meeting socially at someone's home and discussmg the future or remi-

bar was a great success and has been an annual event ever since. With a li ttle persuasion from Khojeste Mistree, during his visit in 1 977, a formal association was formed and ZAPANJ was : born in 1 979,  i under the lead-1! ership of the : founder Presii[ dent, Mr. i: Cawas Desai . 
C\ From a total 
I head count of f : 44 in 1 979, :[ today it has ( grown into a 
I vibrant associ-niscing about •·• ation with a the good old membership of days. . ;  ... ;.;.,.,.,.,,.;.J\.,.:.,.;.;m well over 200 

A h ZAPANJ Board: Dr. Khushrav Nariman, Adi Zarthustis . bes tf ef n�li
�- Unwalla, Arnavaz Sukhia, Tehmtan Tehsildar The associa-r o arm es . h h ( 'd ) . th and Jimmy B aruc a Presz ent . tion is fortu-grew m e . . Delaware Valley, the parents realized nate to h�ve eight Ervads among its 

the need for religious education of their membership. chi ldren .  It was decided to teach all ZAPANJ conducts rel igion c lasses, interested children collectively and the· invites visiting scholars for talks and first religion class was held at the Cher- holds annual religious and social func-ry Hill Community Hall in South Jersey, tions .  In the past, ZAPANJ has con-and was attended by about a dozen chil- duc ted seminars for youth and adults, dren, a few adults and three instructors. and hosted the FEZANA Annual Gen-S ince then our religion c lasses and era! Meetings in 1 99 1  and 1 994 . social activities took a more organized ZAPANJ joined the B ig Leagues when form and continued over the years. This they successfully hosted the Ninth informal group even hosted a Gaham- North American Zoroastrian Congress, bar, the first of its kind, and invited the most prestigious bi-annual event for Zoroastrians from New York, Washing- Zoroastrians in North America. ; 
ton and surrounding areas. The Gaham- Submitted by Jimmy Bfum1cha 



DARB£ lv/EHRS IN NORTH Alv!ERICA, clockwise from top right: 

* 
ANGELES *** 

SAN DIEGO t.7' 

Toronto: Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr, mans ion ,  i n  W1l1owdale ;  purchased in 1 97 8 ;  grant 
o f  $600,000 in memory of Mehraban Guiv, Win tario grant of $280,000 ; caretaker i n  residence .  
New York: Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr, purchased i n  1 977 :  first Darbe Mehr i n  North 
America, gran t of -$250,000 by Arbab Guiv ;  fu l ly renovated in 1 994; caretaker in  residence .  
Washington, DC:  North American Zoroastrian Center; 7-acre property w i th house i n  suburban 
Vie nna ,  purchased in 1 990 by Vansdar Commi ttee ; pledge of  $450, 000 by Guiv Trus t .  
Chicago: A.rbah Rustom Guiv Darbe ,Wehr; fi rst Darbe Mehr cons truc t ion i n  North Ameri ca ;  gran t  
o f $ I 50 ,000 from Arbab Gu iv  (and Parsi Partners ) ;  arch i tect/con trac tor Roh i n ton R i ve tna :  b u i l t  1 9 8 3 .  
Houston: Zomastrian Heritage and Cultural Center, under cons truc t ion o n  4 . 3  of  20  acres purchased 
by 4 1  Houston famil ies :  $400,000 to date raised by commun i ty ;  arch i tec ts Surti & Partners ;  I 996 . 
Los Angeles : Rustom Guiv Dar-e -Mehr, bu i l d i n !?'.  cons tructed i n  Wes tm i nster ;  arch i tect/con trac tor 
Iran Mavandadi/Keki Amaria : grant o f  - .'5600, 000 �by Gu i v  Trus t ;  fu l l - t ime priest/o ffice manager; I 987 .  
San Jose : Rus tom Gu i v Dar-c-Mehr :  A tash Kadeh cons tructed on  I 0 -ac re h i l l top  s i te w i th pan oram 
ic v i ew :  gran t  o f  $3 50,000 from Gu i  v Trus t :  l eased to PZO for managemen t :  p roperty purchased I 9 86 .  
Vancouver: A rhah Rustom Cu i v  Darhe ;\,/e/z r, former ly  a c hurch .  i n  B u rnaby, n ea r  Vancou ver. p ur
ch ased in 1 9 85 :  gra n t  of  - '5 200,000 from Gu i v  Trus t :  l eased to ZS BC .  
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Rustam Guiv Dar-e-Mehr 8952 Hazard Avenue Westminster, CA 92683, USA winged figure with the inscription Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds, and four tall pi l lars with bull- torso tops grace this majestic building on Hazard Avenue, in Westminster, Cal ifornia. The s ign reads California Zoroastrian Center. There is an interes ting s tory behind it. In May 1 979, six Iranian Zoroastrian ladies met to find a way to preserve and promote their religion and culture in their new home - America. It was first formed as a subsidiary committee of the existing Zoroastrian Association of California. That did not work.  It did not work either with the Zoroastrian Foundation which had its base in Bombay. The committee then affiliated itself with the Ancient Iran Cultural Society. That worked .  In May 1 980, however, the Iranian philanthropist Rustam Guiv helped the committee, now registered as a non-profit, religio-social corporation under the name of the California Zoroastrian Center, to be lodged in premises he purchased on Bayless Street in Anaheim. After a few years of rapidly growing activities ,  the Rustam Guiv Foundation provided the funds for the land and other ph i lanthropists , inc luding Morvarid Guiv, Dariush and Mahin Jahan ian ,  Khosrov and Pari Jamshidi, Ardeshir and Parvin Farhangi, Iraj and Mehrtaj Mavandadi ,  Abour and Jo Mazdai , Farang i s  S hahrokh , and Jamsh id and Mehraban Zartoshty ,  contributed towards the construction of  the build ing. The architect and construction contractor was Iran Mavandadi .  Keki Amaria was the consu ltant arch itect .  On March 25 ,  1 987 ,  the majest ic bu i ld ing was inaugurated with prayers and festivi ty. 

The bu i ld ing ,  Rustam Guiv Dar-eMehr, covers 8,000 sq. ft . on a 47,000 sq .  ft . grounds .  It has a hall with a capac i ty of 630 persons, a prayer room wi th a capac i ty of 50 persons ,  an office, a library (with 4,000 books, one of the best sources of reference material on Zoroastrianism in North America) , three class-rooms, a kitchen, and a guest apartment. The initial cost was $536,000. A two-s torey annex was inaugurated in 1 988 as a youth wing at a cost of $40,000. The 1 00-year old fire-altar was donated by a philanthropist and was brough t  from India. The Center is open seven days a week with a full-time priest, Mobed Shahbahram Shahzadi ,  and a full- time office manager, Mrs .  Sohrabi, which is a rarity in America and Europe . Mobed Shahzadi al so prepares the newsle tter, Mahnameh. The library has been named Keikhosrow Shahrokh Library; a large collection of Shahrokh's books have been donated by his daughter, Farangis Shahrokh. The Youth Wing is active with religious meetings , literary gatherings, sports and concerts . The Center celebrates festivals, holds religious, cultural and social classes, arranges talks by scholars, holds music concerts and painting exhibits, and publishes a monthly bulletin . It has published five 

books on Zoroas trian ism, hosted the Fifth North American Zoroastrian Congress and the First North Ameri can Zoroastrian Youth Congress . It i s  an ac t ive founding member o f  FEZANA, and has estab l ished c lose relations with Zoroastrian organ izations around the world. Founding Members on the B oard of  Trustees were Farrokh Dastur, Aspandiar Engineer, Ardeshir Farhangi, Dariush Irani , Rostam Sarfeh , Farangis Shah rokh and Mehraban Zartoshty ; and later Parviz Kiamanesh, Mehraban Khodavandi, Ali Jafarey and Iraj Mavandadi .  Present B oard of D irectors are : Mahin Sassani (President) , Rostam Akhtar-Khavari , Goly Foroughi, Manijeh Kasravi, Rostam Kasrav i ,  Manijeh Ostowari and Banu Shahzad i .  The current Board o f  Trustees , who are responsible fo r  the budget, legal , construction and future planning, are : Shida Anoshiravani .  Iraj Mavandadi, Arastoo Kasravi, Rashid Mehin, B anoo Mazdeyasn i ,  Mobed Dr. Bahram B anki and Fariborz Kamdar. Faith, high spirits , philanthropy and team work bui l t  this , possibly the largest  Zoroastrian center outs ide of Iran, Pakistan and India. '"'' 
From a CZC Report 

Zarto sh ti Anjuman  of No rth ern 
Ca lifo rn ia, 1 980 
Rustam Guiv Dar-e-Mehr 
10468 Crothers Road 
San Jose, CA 95127, USA The earl iest known migration of  Zarthustis in  the San Francisco area started with the arrival of the late Mr. Rust om Bejonj i  Bana in November 1 942. He act ively partic ipated in Pars i funct ions un t i l  he passed away in June 1 989. He had three sons, Adi ,  Nas l i  (or Nowsher whose wife Shirley prov ided this informat ion)  and Narie .  

More Pars is settled in  the area, espec ially in the late 1 960s and 70s. One Sunday morning in 1 976, as Farrokh Khambatta remembers i t ,  Homi Patel, who owned a small Indian res taurant, Nataraja, invited all Pars i s  to get together and have Dhansak for a nominal price of $ I at h i s  res taurant .  He got  an overwhe l ming response from the communi ty. A directory of Pars i s  was compi led ,  and an i nformal organ i zati on was s tarted by 



Mr. and Mrs . Homi Patel , Farrokh 
and Mahrukh Khambatta, and others, 
w i th an annual membership of  $5. 
Other key peop le involved in serving 

spouses , it is importan t to inc lude 
their names and give them due credit .  
A constitution for the organization 
was later drafted by the committee, 

the c ommun i ty in those ..... , ........................... , ......... ", ........ w..,,.,., ............ •~~•.,··--· •"'··· ,· · . . . .  ., .. . . . . . . .  . 

early years before ZANC 
started, inc luded Jamshed 
and Gulmohr Gandhi , Homi 
and Katy Jamshed, Rohinton 
and Viloo Surty, and Rus i 
and Dolly Vasania. 
As the community continued 
to grow, it became apparent 
that a formal organization 
would better  serve its needs. 
Maneck and Mahrukh Bhu-
j wala who had moved to · 
N orthem California from the 
Los Angeles area in 1 979 ,  
got  together with the ir old 
L . A .  friends, Dhun and 
Katie Engineer, at the Engi
nee r 's home in Martinez, 
and after d iscus sions with 
o ther Parsi friends, decided 
to start a formal assoc iation. 
As  both families were also 
founding members of the 
Zoroastrian Association in  
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Rostam S arfeh, trustee of  the Gu iv  
Trust, on behalf of  Arbab Rustom and 
Morvarid Guiv, announced a p ledge 
of  $350,000 to ZANC, for acquiring a 

community building and ceme
tery plot, for the use of the Zar
tushti community of Northern 
California . On October 7 ,  
1 980, shortly after pledging his 
donation to the Zarthusti com
munity, Arbab passed away. 
With the increasing migration of 

. 
Zarthustis from Iran, especially 

; around the end of Shah 
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi's 

government, they decided to 
form a separate formal organiza
tion called the "Persian Zoroas
trian Organization", PZO. 
At first, a joint Dar-e-Mehr 
Committee of ZANC mem

,i bers, Rohinton Surti and 
1 Maneck B hujwala, and PZO 

members, worked toge ther to 
find a suitable site for the tem
ple. However, with its connec
tions to the Trustees of the 
Guiv Trust, the temple proper
ty which was purchased by the Los Angeles, six years earli- Guiv Trust, in San Jose, was er, they had previous experi- leased to PZO for administra-ence in this matter. , .. . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . .. .... .. . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. .... ........ . . .. ... . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ........ . . .. . . ........ . . . . . . . . .. . . . ..... .......... .. , t · d · t nance . J 10n an mam e . 

On March 23 1 980 on ZANC Board, 1996-1998 at  the Dar-e-Mehr m San ose: . . 
Jamshedi Navr�z the Parsi (S tanding) Peshotan Irani, Yezdi Unwalla, Bejan Malbari, When PZO decided to bml� a 

communi ty was invited to Mehran Sepehri, Bomi Patel. (Sitting) Ernaz Irani, Dr. separate Atash Kadeh (fire 
J " 'bh z (P 'd ) E h Tt z · B tl' temple) on the property and atten.d a dinner meeting at a l)l
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arm� a t- needed to raise funds, ZANC Parsi-owned restaurant wa a . ot m p  oto yrus r na, un ngmeer. 

h ct ·  • • . ' members after muc 1scus-Moti Mahal, m Sausa�ito, for and mailed to all the members , before sion, voted to give a substantial sum the p�rp?s e of s tarti�g the form_al proceeding to register it with the State o f  donations amounting to tens of  organization and el�cti�g a com�t- of California. Due to conflict with the thousands of dollars towards the tee. The new orgamzatwn was ong- name of another Zoroastrian associa- building expense . inally called "Zoroastrian tion in Cal ifornia, the name of the Association of Northern California." organization was later changed to 
Officers elected to the first executive "Zarthoshti Anjuman o f  Northern 
committee were: Maneck (Mahrukh) California." Zarthustis from Ind ia, 
Bhujwala, Shazad (Dorothy) Con- Pakis tan, Iran and o ther countries 
trac tor, Darius (Jeroo) Captain, became members and partic ipated in 
Khorshed (Phi l lip)  Dodge, Rustom its functions. 
(D iana) Dubash ,  Dhun ( Katie) Engi
nee r, Khodayar ( S hahnaz) Mazda, 
J immy (Amy) Makujina, Erach (Fati
ma) Pate l ,  J ij i ( S i l loo) Patel , and 
Nergish Surti .  Due to the significant 
sacrifice and support prov ided by the 

Dar-e-Mehr. In August 1 980 ,  on 
Patet i  (Parsi Shenshai New Year) ,  the 
newly formed association inv ited phi
lanthropis ts Arbab Rustom and Mor
varid Gui v to the func t ion .  Dr. 

The new temple, which was built six 
years after the purchase of the proper
ty, was inaugurated on Jamshedi 
Navroz, 1 992, with ZANC and PZO 
members jo intly organizing and par
tic ipating in the ceremon ies . Since 
then ZANC and PZO have continued 
to have jo in t  functions on Jamshedi 
Navroz .  In 1 984, Erach and Silloo  
Tarapore proposed the idea of  holding 
rel icr ious classes, and unanimously 

b 
endorsed by the Executive Commit-
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tee. At  first c lasses were he ld at the homes of d i ffe rent part ic i pan t s ,  and late r moved to the Dar-e-Mehr. Ervads Kobad Jamshed and J immy Makuj ina have served the community by perfo rm ing Jas hans .  wedd i n gs ,  Navjotes .  and funeral ceremonies on a regu lar bas i s .  Cyrus Mirza has often served as an ass i s tant priest . The Parsi youth worked together wi th the ir Iran ian counterparts to hold the successful 1 995 Zoroastri an Youth Congress on the S tanford Univers i ty campus. A fund-raising dinner for the Pursee General Hospiw.1 ,  Bombay, is he ld annually by Arv i and Homai Kasad, assisted by a host of  vo lunteers .  Today, l 5 years after i t s  founding ,  ZANC con tinues to serve the commun ity, with the good efforts of volunteers who give freely of their time and energy, by serv ing on the execu ti ve committee and outside the committee .  ZANC Pres iden ts have been Jij i  Pate l ,  Dhun Engineer, Maneck B hujwala, Jimmy Makuj ina, Darius  Captain , Erach Tarapore .  Phiroze B handara, Maneck Bhujwala (2nd term), Peshu Irani , and Jij i  Patel . Tnere is  a b right future for the commun i ty due to the new in terest and dynamism of our youth ,  who wish to learn about their Pars i Zarthusti heri tage and pass it on to future generations ,  and the timely guidance and support of the adu l ts who also ho ld rel igious classes and send their ch i l dren to Zoroastrian Congresses . ::;;' Submitted by Maneck Bhujwala 

On 1.\Jarriage . . .  
❖ Keep you r  eyes wide open before 
marriage ,  and ha l t  shu t  a fterNards .  

❖ Many a man in  love wi th a p re tty 

face,  makes the m istake of marry ing  

t he  whole g i r l .  

❖ A wo man beg ins  by res i s t i n g  a 

man 's advances ,  and ends by b lock
ing h i $  retreat . 

Zoroastrian Associa tion of A lb erta/ 1980 

(Top) Zoroastrian Association of Alberta celebra tes an evening of Pars i culture. (Above) Celebrating the 12 th anniversan; in 1992 with cake and fireworks . 
10444 18th Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T6J 428, Canada 0 n January 1 3 . 1 980 a group of  Zarthust i s  i n  Calgary met a t  t he  home of  Nee l um and Eruch Aust in to  d i scuss the fonnation o f  a Zoroastr ian assoc i a t i on ,  over  s ome doubts and skep t i c i sm .  The poss i b i l i ty o f  fonning the assoc i at i on p ro v i nce -w ide ,  wh i ch  wou ld  a l s o  inc lude members from Edmonton was further d i scussed at Firdosh and Rashn a  :Vlch ta · �  house o n  \ [ arc h is .  1 9 80 . 

After many of the issues of cons t i tut ion  fo rmati o n  were reso l ved ,  the assoc ia tion  was fi na l l y  i n co rporated w i th the Pro v ince of A l berta on December 1 7 , 1 980 .  Ours is a un ique assoc i at ion i n  many ways .  The incorporat ion i n vo lved the fo rmat ion o f Calgary and Edmon ton chapters w i th equal rep resen tat ion on  the execu t i ve  from both c i t i e s ,  wh i c h enab led us to be un i ted Prov ince-wide as we l l  as have a c e rta i n degree  o f  c onve n i ence t o  pe rform local l y . The 



Presidency is he ld each year alternately by representatives e lected from the two c i ties .  One of  the objectives of our incorporat ion ,  among o thers, i s  to maintain, promote and disseminate the know ledge o f  the fundamentals ,  tradit ions and cu ltural heritage of the Zoroastrian Faith as propounded by the Prophet Zoroaster, His teachings, prayers , and interpretations thereof, as laid down in the Avesta and other Zoroastrian scriptures. Our anjuman i s  a ' teenager' now, and as such, it wil l  go through the rigors of growing up and develop into a strong and united community organization for the benefit of all its members . The Assoc iation has partic ipated in many national and international Zoroastrian ac tivit ie s ,  such as rais ing funds for charitable purposes, representation at various congresses, and participating in FEZANA. ZAA has held religious seminars, organ ized visits of High Priests ,  scholars and Dasturjis for radio, televis ion and public speaking engagements at multifaith programs . We have participated in sharing information about our faith at multifaith councils , interfaith meetings, high schools, and University religious studies departments , including the World Re ligion Day activities and India Council committees . Over the years various fund raising activities inc luded a Parsi Nite, sale of recipe books, tee shirts and baseball cap sales , and more . Our social programs have included plays presented by children and adults on the life and times of Zarthustra and some Parsi Gujarati comedy plays . We organized the showing of the film "On Wings of Fire" which was brought to Edmonton and Calgary by Maherji Madon in 1 986. We have estab lished l ibraries in Edmonton and Calgary with books, publications and periodicals which are available at no cost to our members . The Anjuman has conducted various 

ch i ldren' s  c lasses, both in Calgary and Edmonton .  And youth meetings are held in Calgary. When it comes to social programs , the ZAA is  second to none ,  espec ial ly when dinner is included. True to our re ligion being known as the "Religion of  Good Life", the Zarthustis in Calgary and Edmonton celebrate all festivals , and Dhansak and Pullao are the main features ! This inc ludes the Gahambar ce lebrat ions and Navroz and Pateti functions .  A moment o f  great importance i n  the Association ' s  h i s tory was the hosting o f  the 1 993  FEZANA Annual General Meeting . And FEZA.1"\!A Members still remember the "Hooting, Tooting" Western Canadian welcome accorded to them. Mobed Hosee Karanj ia has always been kind enough to provide us with volunteer prayer services during various ceremonies held over the years , inc luding Jashans, Navjotes, funeral and memorial services. Presidents of ZAA have been Neelum Austin (2 terms), Hushtasp Bhumgara, Marzban Canteenwalla (2 terms), Firdosh Mehta (3 terms) , Mellie Modi, Zarrin Bharucha (3 terms) ,  Zarrein Gohill , Farouk Khory, Aspi Mandviwala and Dinyar Amrolia. During the 1988-89 term, we had the Canteenwallas in Calgary and the Mandviwalas in Edmonton on the Executive . Someone suggested that we should change the name of our association that year to "Walla-Walla Association of Alberta." The earliest known arrival is Mr. Dorab Wadia in 1 957, in the Edmonton area as an instructor at a local technical institute .  Growth has been steady, with no large swings in numbers. Edmonton has about 50 individuals and Calgary, about 80. m 

Submitted by Sherazade Mehta 

Honor a man for what he is; 
but honor him more for what he 
does. - The Talmud 
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Rustam Guiv Dar-e-Mehr 10468 Crothers Road San Jose, CA 95127, USA he Persian Zoroastrian Organization was started by a group of Zarthustis in the San Francisco Bay area around 1 979 .  Among those who met in the early days, and are stil l involved, are Jamshed Varza, Parvez Varjavand,  Khodayar Mazda, Keikhosrow Khorsidian, Farzin Namdaran, Manoucher Mobedshahi and others . The current Pres ident is Esfandiar Anoushiravani .  PZO was incorporated in the S tate of Cal ifornia on June 2, 1 9 8 1  and Jamshed Varza was subsequently elected as the first President. The Organization gathered for meetings and celebrations at Stanford University. In 1 986, the beau tiful Dar-e-Mehr property wi th a panoramic view, in San Jose was purchased by late Arbab Rustom Guiv Trust and Morvarid Khanum Guiv Trust and was leased back to PZO for 99 years , under the condition that PZO respect the By laws and regulations set forth by  the two Trusts . In 1 993 ,  the Atash Kadeh was built with an additional donation from Arbab Guiv Trust and a large amount raised by the community. The building was inaugurated with a ceremony attended by o ver 800 Zoroastrians from San Francisco and elsewhere. It  is now used extensively by members of PZO as well as the Zarthoshti Anjuman of Northern California. The PZO has a membership of about 250 Iranian Zarthusti families , within a fifty mile radius of San Francisco . This year the Tenth North American Zoroastrian Congress ,  jo intly hosted by PZO and ZANC will be held in San Francisco, and both Associations are looking forward to a productive Congress and a united community. 
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To the PZO l eaders h i p ,  t h e  most  
i mportan t i s sue i s  our surv i va l  i n  th i s  
coun try. Many ideas have been g iven 
;ind  many more w i l l  come .  but above 
a l l we mus t  believe in our heritage 
and do  what  we can to preserve and 
perpetuate i t .  We cannot affo rd to 
take i t  for granted. \Ye need to bu i ld 
our o rgan i zat i o ns b l o ck  by b l oc k .  
from i n s ide out ,  u s ing  Zarthus t i  ta l 
en ts and potent ia l s .  
Un i ty i s  cri t ical . We must pu t  minor 
d i fferences as i de .  A good p tace to 
st1rt is with our chi ldren .  In the Bay 
area. we hope we can work towards 
unity. and in the near furure we can be 
one organization in N orthem California. 
Submitted bv E:,jandiar Anoushiravani 

Zoroa.__.:trftm Ac;sociation 
of Pennsylvania, 1982 
25 I 9 Collins Road 
Pittsburgh, P,4 15235, CSA 
The Zoroastrian Association of Penn
sy lvan ia was founded in July 1 982 ,  
largely due to  the vision and foresight 
of one of its founding members and 
f irst President ,  Mr. Merwan Irani , 
who encouraged as well as facilitated 
the formation of the Assoc iation. He 
was assisted by a group of dedicated 
community members who formed the 
fi rs t Board of  Direc tors of ZAPA .  
With current membership o f  7 5  ind i 
v iduals ,  ZAPA holds the distinc tion of  
be ing one of the founding members of 
FEZANA. 
Some of the i n i t ia l  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the 
Assoc i at i on in vo I ved adu l t  d i scus 
s ions on various  matters o f  re! i cr ion  
wh ich  were hi.! ld a t  various members ; 
homl.!s or at a churc h  hal l .  ZAPA has ,  
o v e r  the years , ho .� ted a t  l eas t  three 
annual eve n ts .  The fi rs t s uch  even t i s  
the Nav roze gathe ri n \!  •.v h i ch  usua l l v  - -
co i nc ides  w i t h  t he  A n n ual Ge nera l  
Mee t i ng .  The n e x t  e ve n t  i s  i n  the 
summer and i s  gene ra l l y  a p i c n i c  at an 
amusement  park . The th i rd even t  i s  a 

ZAPA Youth Group a t  i.viarc/1 21s t  Nm,1ro:e Jimction, 1994. 

Gahambar, a tradition we continue to 
support and enjoy. The Gahambar is 
held around Pateti and has always 
been preceded by a Jashan ceremony. 
Each of these events entail a nominal 
contribution by members and their 
guests. Whenever possible, a game of 
cricket or whist drive is  conducted 
and has always been a major success . 
S ince the past two years ,  ZAPA has 
also begun celebrating Unity Day. 
This event has been a pot-luck dinner 
followed by bingo or whist drive. 
The rel igious commi ttee of ZAPA, 
which is comprised of 2-3 members , 
arranges for talks by scholars and wel l  
read individuals . Over the years, sev
e ra l  respec ted and knowledgeable 
ind i v iduals such as Dasturj i  Kotwal , 
the late Dasturj i  Minoc her- Homj i ,  
Khojes te Mis tree ,  K .  N .  Das tu r, 
Kaikhosrov Iran i ,  Jehan B ag l i ,  Far
rokh M i s tree and Pal l an Ic hapor ia ,  
have been invi ted by ZAPA to share 
the i r  v iews and know ledge on various 
aspects o f  the re l ig io n .  
Because we  v iew ou r  ch i ldren a s  ou r  
b igges t asset , we  p lace specia l empha
s i s  on encourag ing  and educat i ng our 
y o u th in matters of re l i g i o n  and the 

Zoroastrian way o f  l i fe .  Re l ig ious 
c l asses are conduc ted on a regu l ar 
basis whose primary focus is to pro
mote the understanding and apprec ia
tion of our prayers and tradi cions .  In 
an effort to promote friendships and 
exchange of ideas , ZAPA has s trong ly 
encouraged its youth members to 
attend Youth Camps conduc ted by 
other Zoroastrian Assoc iations .  
ZAPA recently establ ished guide l ines 
for sponsoring deserv ing youth to the 
Youth Congress ,  thereby re inforc ing 
its commitmen t  to the youth . 
To e ncourage more ac tive part i c i pa
tion by our youth .  ZAPA revised the 
compos i tion of i ts Board o f  Direc cors 
to include no less than two you th  
members .  Concurren t l y  w i t h  t h i s  
change, the age l imi t  for o ffice bearers 
was reduced from I S  to I 6 years . 
ZAPA supports and  encourages i t s 
members to part i c i p ate i n  wor thy 
causes such as send ing c lo thes for less  
pri v i l eged Zarthu s t i s  i n  Ind ia ,  do na
t i o n s  to vari ous A tash Beh ram fund ., 
and to the Parsee General Hosp i tal . 

Submitted by Lily Dustur 
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Z o ro a s tri a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Gre a te r  B o s to n  Are a,  1 983  

53 Firecut Lane 
Sudbun;, MA 01 776 This year ZAGBA celebrates its 1 5 th year with membership of over 40 fami l ies .  We have reached this strength through sincere and dedicated efforts o f  the ' p ioneer families '  under the leadersh ip of the Jungalwalas ,  the Guzdars and the Modis . In 1 978 ,  they undertook the arduous task of locating community members from the telephone listings and arranged a potluck brunch at the home of the Jungalwalas in Sudbury, MA. The community of the Greater Boston Area met together for the first time. The afternoon was spent in socializing, and conducting a reading of  the ancestry of the Parsis from a book that Firoze Jungalwala shared with the attendees. The challenging task of forming an association, draw up the constitution, and fine tune the entire effort was led by Firoze Jungalwala, and Aban and Rohinton Dhondi . There was a tremendous sense of achievement when ZAGBA was incorporated, in 1 982 .  A Jashan was performed at Kashmira and Rusi Patel 's residence in Concord, MA; Dastoor Noshirwan Hormazdiar officiated at the ceremony. For many of us, it was one of the first Jashans attended in the US, as an entire community, for our children it was the first ever. Over the years, we have come together at Navroze, 

Gahambars, Navjotes , Christmas part ies , p icnics ,  bowling trips, walk-athons ,  Fourth of July celebrations, etc . We are fortunate to have in our midst the fami ly of Parichehr and Dr. Farhang Mehr who have wi llingly given of the ir time and effort to steer the community in the right direction. We as a community are proud to claim them as our friend, philosop her and guide. We have a very easy and friendly rapport with the Iranian Zarthustis who constitute a small but an important presence in our community. Like any Association, ZAGBA went through a phase of introspection . Yezdi Dordi , President and Kashmira Patel ,  VP, during their tenure, spearheaded an effort to revamp the thinking of the Assoc iation ,  and set into motion a series of brainstorming sessions under the competent direction of Nasswan Dossabhoy. The outcome of this effort was the unanimous realization that the Association should be thinking ahead, more specifically, about the next generation. This has today culminated into a Children ' s  Religion Class which meets regularly once a month at the residence of eager parents. The committed adult volunteers , Firoze Jungalwala and Jamshed Kapadia, have imparted to the chi ldren a sense of belonging to a community of which they can be justly proud. We do have a long way to go, 

and though the children may not realize it now, the uniqueness of being a Zoroastrian in this country wi l l dawn on them when they are ready to face l ife independent of  parental guidance. There are readings of the Shahnameh conducted by Khorshed Jungalwala for adults at the Children's Religion Class. An _off-shoot of the Children ' s  program is the You th Group (B awa Group) formed by Mehemosh Mody and Farseen Jungalwala. Youth members have partic ipated as speakers at You th Conferences ,  volunteered for communi ty service, undertaken to befriend new students to ensure they have a comfortable and p leasant  start in this country. The B awas have bonded together in a strong way. This ' th inking group ' ,  as I would term i t ,  has the capaci ty to blaze a trail for the coming generation for whom they will be role models. Once a month there is a Gatha S tudy Class, started by Nasswan Dossabhoy and Cyrus Mehta. Members have taken up the challenge of unravelling the message contained in the beautiful verses of Zarthustra. Far be i t  our intention to create yet another interpretation of the Gathas. Rather, the goal is to understand the message of each verse as Zarthustra would have intended, and practice his message in our daily lives .  This monthly activity becomes more rewarding when 
Boston 
Zarthustis 
at annual 
picnic, at 
George s 
Island, 
near 
Boston. 



graced by the welcome presence of  
Dr. Farhang Mehr. 
ZAGBA has conducted two seminars 
on Zoroastrianism at Harvard, the out
come of re lentless effort by Khorshed 
Jungalwala, who as ZAGB A Presi
dent for the last two terms, has taken 
the Association to its best ever status. 
As of April 1 996, Khorshed Jungal
wala stepped down as President after 
two successful terms . The mantle 
now falls on Parastu Dubash, our new 
President, who, as Vice Pres ident and 
the motivating force behind the Youth 
Group,  has endeared herself t_o a_I I  wi th her energetic and enthus 1ast1c 
involvement in the community. 
All of these activities are undertaken 
by ZAGBA in the true Zarthusti spirit 
of us ing intellect, and disseminating 
knowledge for the benefit of others. 
I may remark here that we , the first 
generation immigrants , would realize 
that the religion in which we grew up 
back home was no doubt a s trong 
force in our lives, but it was primarily 
taken for granted by us. Migration 
has exposed us to many inadequacies 
to perpetuate our beautiful heritage . 
Being far from our deep sunk roots, 
we ourselves need to ensure that the 
future generation is as proud to belong 
to the illustrious community, as we 
were back home. The ongoing dialog 
between the youth and the adults 
which we witness at present, is a wel
come sign that there is a growing 
desire to find meaning into what the 
older generation stands for. It can be 
instrumental in fostering in the young 
generation, a firm assurance that there 
are respons ib le adults who have their 
wel fare at heart, and who will cease
less ly work toward that end. 
We owe this much to them, and that is 
what the Zoroas trian Associations 
estab l i shed throughout the g lobe are 
al l about .  ........ S llbmitted by Dilnavaz Shroff 

Arbab Rustam Guiv Oarbe Mehr 249 Weipnan Avenue New Rochelle, NY 1 0805, USA 
uring the early I 980s the Ira
nian Zoroastrian population 
grew considerably in the tri-

state area of New York, New Jersey 
and Connecticut. The need to have a 
cul tural and religious center was a 
prime motive for the establishment of 
the Iranian Zoroastrian Association 
(IZA). 
Our history has shown that in order to 
survive we need to preserve our iden
tity. A society with a ' known identity' 
can unite, grow and be prosperous for 
generations to come . The response to 
the question: "What is our identity?" 
could take pages or books and is not 
the intent of this letter. 
We believe that it is essential for every 
Iranian to be aware of the effect of our 
relio"ion on Iranian culture and h istory. 

0 

Each of us should be active to pro-
mote the divine teachings of Asho 
Zarthosht and preserve our rich cul
ture and heritage. 
IZA was formed in 1 986 .  The first 
officers were E. Anoushiravani ,  K. H .  
Hemmati, I .  Yektashenas, J .  Amighi, 
Mrs. N. Forooghi and Mrs . F. Nejad. 
The goals of the Association are : 
( 1 )  To preserve and promote Irani 
an/Zoroastrian rel igious and social 
activities, culture and language . 
(2) To maintain contacts between Ira
nian Zoroastrian and other interested 
individuals as well as groups here and 
abroad. 
(3) To foster and cultivate friendship 
between Iranian Zarthustis and the 
people res iding in the USA. 
(4) To render all possible assistance 
to newly arri v ing individuals and 
those currently resid ing here. 
About 45 famil ies and I 9 individuals 
are members of IZA . Present officers 
are: I . Yektashenas , K. Soroushyari , 

Mrs . S . H .  K iyamanesh ,  Mrs . S .  
Gojgini ,  Ms. M .  Yazdani ,  D. Jamsh i?
ian, B .  Koosheh and F. Bakhtyari . Submitted by Farshid Bakhtyari 
Traditional Mazda 
yasni Zoroastrian 
Anjuman, 1980s 11 Crestwood Drive Newport Beach, CA 92660, USA 

Gordafrid and 
Tahamtan Aresh 
have been the 
moving sp iri t 
behind the for
mation of the 
Traditional 
Mazdayasni 

Zoroastrian Anjuman, in the late 
1 980s .  ThfZA espouses the tradition
al view on all matters . 

Zoroastrian Association 
of North Texas, 1989 129 Glendale Avenue Coppell, TX 75019, USA 
ZANT, the Zoroastrian 
Association of North Texas 
is located in the Dal las-Ft. 
Worth (DFW) area. I t  
serves the region of Texas 
that borders Oklahoma to 
the north and Louisiana to 
the east .  The oil boom brought many 
Zarthust is to this area around 1 980. 
Many of us though t we would be the 
only Zoroastrians here , until we found 
someone who knew someone, and so 
on ! At a Shenshai New Year ' s  party 
in Au aust 1 982 ,  over thirty peop le 
showed up at the S idhwa's home, and 
everyone was surprised to "see such a 
large crowd . "  We are happy to say 
that Jamshedi Navroz and the Shen
shai New Year have been continuous
ly ce lebrated in the DFW area s i nce 
then. 



ZANT Board, 1994- 1996 :  Adil Iran( Khurshid Jamadar, Anahita S idhwa 
(Presiden t), Charlo tte Kharas, Kal i  Buhariwalla, and Shireen Tengra (on 
floor) . Not shown: Nancy Yazdani. 

For the first few years the get-togethers were at peoples ' homes ,  and the idea to form an Association finally took root with coining the name ZANT in 1 986 .  A group of nine volunteers undertook the task of hosting the functions in public p laces since there were over 70 people coming to our celebrations by then. We also started to write By-laws for the Association and ZANT was officially registered as a non-profit organ ization in Marc h 1 989 .  Soon thereafter, it joined FEZANA. Today, there are about 1 1 0  famil ies in the DFW area, with another 1 5  distributed between Louisiana, Oklahoma and Austin .  The ZANT B oard consists of seven volunteers . Most of our members are in the 20-50 age group, with about 40% of the families having chi ldren under 1 5 .  We have been ho ld ing monthly re ligious meetings for chi ldren and adults s ince 1 989 .  One of our most successful Navroze funct ions was a p l ay 

"Zarthustra's Story" performed by our children's c lass . We have also celebrated Mehergan continuously since 1 987 and this year we did our first Jashne Sadeh . A Gahambar in Shenshai Mah Dae has been held twice, with a J ashan and Dhansak. We are fortunate to have a priest, Ervad Poras Balsara who graciously performs all needed ceremonies for the community. Lectures by visiting speakers have been well-received, and we have been able to host at least one such event  every year. Cooking demonstrations, toran-making classes, cricket matches and swimming parties for teens have been some of our other act ivities . Another tradition has been a membership picn ic with freshly gri l led hamburgers to help folks remember to pay their dues !  We have just  established our Building Fund and fund-raising efforts for that are beginning to p ick up speed. The community at large is also beginning to recogni ze the Zoroas trian 
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p resence in this area. For about four years now, the Indian community has enj oyed the "Shahi Faiooda' we se l l  at the Anand Bazaar. There i s  an active Multifaith Group in Dallas, and we have participated in many of their ac t iv i t ies ,  giving p resen tations  on Zoroastrianism, and sharing our re l igious and cultural heritage . ZANT is a growing and vibrant organ ization ,  wi th  many enthus iast ic members. Each of us is enriched by the presence of the o thers , and we look forward to a bright future . 
Submitted by Anahita Sidhwa 

Zoroastrian Associa
tion of Kansas, 1990 
8413  Bridal Dale 
Lenexa, Kansas 66220, USA ansas C ity - the city of fountains ! 1 70 years old. To tal opulation - approximately 2 mil l ion ,  of which 30 families are Zoroastrians .  The first known Zoroastrians to settle in this area came in the late 1 960s. S ince then, several Zoroastrian families have made this their home. Some have moved on to other cities because of their jobs, others to get away from the cold, the rest have stayed on. In 25 years, the community has grown to 30 families. There were doubts and skeptic ism to forming an Associations. Would it be effective? Was it necessary? After a lot of discussion, ZAKA was born in June 1 990. A constitution was drawn up, and a Board of Directors elected . The Board serves for one year, to be replaced by annual e lections. Currently, the fifth Board is functioning .  Today, the younger generation has taken over the responsibili ty through a peaceful trans ition and the outcome is encourag ing .  S ome elected members travel as far as 3-4 hours to attend meetings. We may not be able to compete wi th some of the larger communities, but we do have our fun, interspersed with 
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education and religious activities. We have social gatherings, picnics ,  lectures, together with religious activities and monthly religious classes for the kids . The partic ipation from neighboring states (even 3 to 4 hours away) has been enthus iastic and encouraging. Our children have developed a religious identi ty and take pride in their culture . Some even write and talk about Zoroas trianism. In the past 3 years, there have been 7 Navjote ceremonies in our community. Our small community demonstrated how working together can bear results. In September 1 995, we hosted the FEZANA Annual General Meeting in our city. Days and days of plann ing and hard work paid off. The ent ire community partic ipated, and did their share, be it cooking a dish, or picking up delegates at the airport, or hos t ing a fami l y, or organ izing the meeti ng rooms. What a tremendous achievement for a tiny community. The social ac t i v i ties have helped generate a sp ir i t  of cooperati on .  En trepreneursh ip is abundant in  th is commun i ty. More than 20% of  the families l iv ing in th is area have their 

own businesses . Some have even helped others in founding a business .  The net result - a close-knit community where the Parsis and the Pers ians stand shoulder to shoulder and speak as one. In retrospect, we heartily endorse and encourage small communities to form an Association, define goals and work together to fulfill them. (% Submitted by lvf.ehemosh Sodawaterwalla 
Zoroastrian Society of 
Washington State, 1990 11404 51st Avenue Marysville, WA 98271 ,  USA In the summer of 1 957 ,  Behram Deboo visi ted the Seattle area. Drawn by the beau ty of the s tate w i th i ts snow-capped mountains, foamy flowing rivers and crystal c lear lakes , he returned in 1 959 ,  to l i ve and work as a medical technologi s t  in Everett . By  acc ident , Behram found a t  the Uni vers i ty o f Washington a Zarthus t i  student ,  a re l ati ve of Homi and Soonu 

Left, ZAI<A members celebra te Navroze . Kansas,1996. Right, Manijeh Deboo and Cooverbai De boo, probably the most senior member of the community. Far right ,  ZS WS Board Members, Mehraban Mehr, Parviz Hamavand, Behram Deboo and Alayar Dabestani, President, 
Engineer of Vancouver, BC .  This could, very well, be the beginning of the Zoroastrian migration to th is S tate . In 1 965 , B eh ram married Manijeh .  He was joined by h i s  brother Dara and his family in 1 966 , another brother S am and his family in 1 968 ,  and mother Cooverbai in 1 972. In 1 973, late Adi Jokhi , Soonu and sons , Bomi Khambatta and Manucher Siroosi and his wife moved to the Seattle area. Alayar Dabes tani, Gitty, and their ch ildren came from Vancouver in 1 979. Mehraban Mehr also moved to the area. The Zoroastrian population in Vancouver BC was increasing a t  a rapid pace. Zarthus ti s  from Washington S tate assoc iated c losely with them, traveling 1 20 miles to attend functions there , and became Associated Members when the i r  Soc iety was formed. Genesis of ZSWS . In the early 1 9 80s , after the revo lu t ion i n  Iran , j obs ( the B oe ing piant  in Everet t  i s  famous for  being the biggest factory in the world) brought more Zarthustis to the S tate . They s tarted meet i ng soc ia l ly. Behram Deboo was request-



ed to be chai rperson  o f  the ZSB C Educat ion Committee . and served for al most 5 years commuting to Vancouver fo r meet ings .  seminars and conferences . Late famshedj i Pavri a lso suggested i t  was t ime to fo rm an Assoc iation .  Thus the idea was born. On June 22 .  1 9 8 8 .  B ehram Deboo sent out a letter to a l l  known Zoroastrian s i nv i t ing them to a mee tina to 
- b discuss the feasibi l i tv o f  formin a  an , b Assoc iation .  The meeting was held at Atrium. at  the Greenbaum furniture s tore in Be l levue . 32 Za.rthus tis came, including 4 from Vancouver.We needed a b igger p lace for meetings, prayer and sharing fe l lowship . While most were for the formation o f  an Assoc iation, a minority felt we should wait a l i ttle , and get to know each other firs t .  For the next  s ix months we met at the Atrium for soc ial and educat iona l  ac t i v i t ie s .  As the  number  o f  atte ndance dw indled .  we ceased meet ing at  th is  p lace . � 

Interfaith partici pa tion .  Behram and Manijeh jo ined the Committee of ministers ,  rabb i s  and o t her  re l ig ious  leaders to  form the  ln tt!rfai th  Counc i l  o f  Wash i ng ton .  [ n 1 9 86 ,  the fi rs t In terfai th �fomor i a l  Day Wor s h i p  Serv ice took p lace at tht! Sl.!a t t l e  Buddh i s t  Chu rc h .  where B t! h ram n;c i ted a Cathie canto ,  and o t he rs sang a :V!onaj at . E v e ry year. thl.! De hoos pan i c , 

p ate i n  Interfai t h  Thanksgi v ing  Serv ice ,  gave lec tures and a rad io  talk show. During these encounters we found out  to our surprise that many did not know who Zarathushtra was and had never heard of a re l i gion cal led Zoroastrianism. Again the need for an organization surfaced. On February 3. 1 990, Behram Deboo sent out a letter inviting Zoroas trians to attend the first formal meeting o n  February 20 ,  1 990 a t  the Dabestani res idence .  Alayar Dabes tani and Behram Deboo emphasized that the prime objective is to form a religious . cultural, social and educational organ ization for the advancement, apprec iation and preservation of the religion of Zarathushtra. Among the advantages presented were :  nonprofit tax s tatu s ;  in terfaith representation ;  j o in ing o ther Zo roas trian organizat ions  and get t ing informed ;  the strength of group  e ffort versus ind iv idual ; ge tting help from other charitab le ent i t ie s ;  estab l is hing re lation sh ips with S tate and Federal governmen ts .  Congress ,  Mass med ia  and UN; and above al l to know each other, pe rform re l i g ious ce remon ie s ,  and prese rve our great heri tage and be l i e fs for our  fu ture generat ions .  I t  was unan imous l y  agreed to fo rm a Soc i e ty and Beh rnm Deboo was nomi nated to wri te the . ..\rt i c l e., o f  Inco rpo-

rat ion and By- laws .  F ive direc to rs we re e lec ted to pursue our  goals o f  incorpo rat ion : Alayar Dabe s tan i .  B ehram Deboo, Dara Deboo. Mehr::i.ban Mehr and Farh::i.d Namdaran .  Using the charters of o ther Associat ions inc luding FEZA.J."l"A ::i.s a guide. Deboo and o ther members met for weeks to come up w i t h  a workable draft. On August 5 ,  the 1-\rticles were approved and signed by the incorporntors . On August 1 0, 1 990,  Beh ram drove up to O lympia and filed the Articles with the Secretary of S tate o f  W::i.shington . On  that very day the Society of Washington S tate was regis tered as ::i. nonprofit organiz::i.tion .  About 50 adul t s  and 17 ch i ldren (some from V::i.ncouver) attended the fashan Ceremony at the Dabest::i.n i ' s  on September 14 ,  1 99 1 ,  t o  celebrate the foundation o f  the Society. The Jashan was performed by Erv::i.d Bomi Khambatta. In 1 992, Behram app l ied to IRS for tax-exempt s tatu s .  The lady in charge had not even heard about our re l igion .  She seemed to be perplexed. Behram gave her a short h is tory and to ld her about Cyrus tht! Great, ment ioned in the B i b l e .  S he was fasc i nated. as she  was he rse l f  Jew i s h .  Tax -ex::: mp t  s tatus was l a t e r  gran ted .  Present  D i rec tors are Beh ram Deboo ( P res ide n t) , :vk hraban Meh r. Mah-
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banoo Mehr, Mehrdad Mirzanian and form ceremonies and has been serv ing Khodi Kavian i .  A Committ ----� the community when needed. under Azita Namdaran · oat Our goal is to pre-in charge of ch i ldren ' rve our ri tuals , cus-education and soci 
--i..i 

oms and trad i t ions .  activities. Without them, we Today, the interfai th be lieve that a com-work continues ;  we ��.-. munity cannot sur-get together and ce le- vive. They bind us brate festivals ;  have a l -----------\ into a common her-variety of rel igious itage. We wear soc ial and educational h ite caps every time activities ;  in  1 993 \ e pray. We believe in hosted a conference o ______ .... umbandagi. Thus we are "Development of Zoroastrian creating an awareness among Thought from Achaemenian Times to the adults as well as children. the Modem Era"; organized lectures by All of these, we believe , create a web Kaikhosrov D.  Irani at the University of Zoroastrian consciousness and of Washington philosophy department, cohesiveness .  Parsis and Iranis are attended by academia, students and the united under one society as we strong-general public ; we publish a Newslet- ly believe that we are all Zoroastrians. ter ;  we are active partic ipants at the We pray, may Ahura Mazda help us in FEZANA AGMs and at Congresses. our endeavor to live as a vibrant, l iv-Because of unavailabil i ty of a priest, ing communi ty. dedicated to the B ehram received training from both teachings of Zarathushtra. the Parsi and Iranian p riests to per- Submitted btJ Behram S. Deboo 

Zoroastrian Assodation of Atlantic Canada, 1991 

1 18  Riverview Cr, Bedford, 
Nova Scotia, B4A 2X4, Canada Ad i and Ja ioo Jagosh  sett led i n  Kentv i l le ,  Nova Scotia i n  I 964, fo ll owed in 1 965 by Jal and Amy Kazak 

in S t .  John s ,  New Found land ; and Aspy and Thrity Bhathena and Eruch and Perveez Con trac tor  i n  New B runswick .  Growth i n  At lant ic  Canada is very s low, and not  many 

Zoroastrian Associa
tion of Arizona, 1990 
6676 Harran Drive 
Tucson, AZ 85704, USA Mr. Roshan Bhappu, a min ing engineer is probably the earl iest Zoroastri an to have come to the Tucson area .  Along w ith Burj or Choksey, also a mining engineer, they were the only Parsis in this area for years . In the early 1 980s ,  Ph iroze and Kathy R ive tna  began the move towards organizing fo rmal ly, and s tarted br inging the commun i ty together for functions at the ir home in Phoen ix .  The communi ty has grown s tead i ly  over  the years to about 1 25 indi viduals :  meetings and functions are now held 3 or 4 times a year, al ternating  between Phoenix and Tucson,  which are l 00 mi les apart . A l ibrary is being deve loped at a member 's  home,  and there has been some interes t  in start ing Chi ldren 's  Rel igious Education C lasses .  The Association was formed in 1 990, w i th Mr. B happu as the first Pres ident .  Succeeding Pres idents have been Darius Ghaswal l a, Ph iroze Rivetna, Dinshaw Contrac tor and now, Roda Mistry. @ 

·:···:·:··-.·.-.7., ···:·:·, ::J%RM¥LPA ,w . .;:;;c-::-::-:-- -:·'··'· ·:·:'·:·'-'f'·- · · :, - - 

Nova Scotia 1 994: Zarthust is a t  
one-day seminar with Mobed Fari
borz Shahzadi (cen ter, back) . 
new Zarthus ti fami l ies  have moved in .  However, in the last l O years , about 1 2  new children have arrived . There are cu rren t ly  1 3  fami l i es  in Nova Sco ti a. l in Ne w B run sw i c k  and I i n  New Foundl and .The Zoroastrian Assoc i at ion o f  At lant ic Canada was formed in 1 99 1 ;  though i t is not formal ly  reg i s tered. Funct ions and commun i ty gatherings are hosted by fami l ies at each other's homes. Though far in  d i s tance ,  the ZAAC is in touch w i th o ther Associat ions and w i th FEZANA. NM 

Submit ted by f. A .  fagosh 



Intervieiv ivith Dr. Mehraban Shahrvini 
Editor-in-Chief, Payk-e-Mehr 

Payk-e-Niehr is published in Vancouver, Canada and 
dis tribu ted in over 138 cities . 

Dr. Shahrvini, can you please tell Who are the writers of Payk-e-Mehr? 
us for how many years has Payk- Our writers are mostly Zarthustis -
e-Mehr been published, and what Dr. Harvesf, Mr. Peshdadi ,  ou r 
led to its conception ? learned Mobed-e-Mobedan (H igh  
Payk-e-Mehr has ���,-�'""""".""'·-----, Pries t) Rustom 
been pub l ished since . l Shahzad i ,  Mobed 
February 1 987 from - • ·  ' Dr .  Osh idari , Prof. 
Vancouver B .C . ,  and '. Mehraban Khoda-
this is i ts tenth year. vandi ,  Dr. Dinyari , 
The aim of the maga- General Shahryari, 
z ine is to promote General Aryaban,  
Pers ian Cul ture and Mr. Sohrab Dah-

mobed,  Ms. Turan 
Shahryari , Ms .  
Shahin Bekhradnia 
and many more . 
There are also non
Zarthusti scholars 
l ike Prof. Reza ,  
International scholar 
from Ottawa, Prof. 
Dr. Yashetar, pub
lisher of Encyclope-

the Zoroastrian re l i
gion , which are both 
part and parcel of 
each other. The mag
azine was started to 
fi l l  the need of the 
Iranian population 
abroad for a Persian 
magazine ,  especially 
w ith the influx of Ira
nians to the Northern 
Hemisphere due to 
the revolution . Payk- Dr. Mehraban Shahrvini, in 1960 dia Iranica, Prof. 

Bakhtiari from 
Rome, Prof. Ayni from Taj ikistan, 
Dr. Vahidi from Tehran , Engineer 
As tiyani from Munich and others 
who are all in love with the culture 
and philosophy of Zarthustra. 

e-Mehr filled this void and was a 
connection wi th the homeland and 
the various pockets of Zarthustis all 
over the world, keeping them 
informed of each other, thus keeping 
them uni ted. 
What topics are covered by Payk
e-Mehr, and what is the scope of 
their coverage ? 
The main top ics discussed in Payk-e
Mehr are cultura l ,  social, news, re l i
gious , his torical and sometimes 
crit ical . We try to avoid politics as 
far as possib le because our aim is the 
perpetuation of Zarathushtrian Cul 
ture and Rel ig ion , based on the 
Gathas , and the spread of our trad i 
t ion , free from supers t i t i on, and 
fina l ly  to act as a network between 
al l Zarthust i s  - Pars is and Iran i s .  

In recent years, many  Pars i s  have 
jo ined us  l ike Ms. Bella Tata, Mr. 
Rohinton Rivetna, Ms. Dolly Dastur, 
Mr. Shahpur Captain and others who 
send articles and messages. 
How do you cooperate with o ther 
Zarthusti publications like 
FEZANA Journal ?  
We h ave a healthy connec t ion w i th 
most publ ication s ,  espec ial ly 
FEZANA Journal and i t  is comp le
mentary. We also exchange ideas 
w ith Fravahar of Tehran and Pars iana 
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pages .  We pub lish 5-6 i s sues per 
year. 
Where is Payk-e-Mehr distributed? 
Payk-e-Mehr is sent  to 138 c ities in 
Asia, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, 
Central Asia, South America, South 
Africa, and of course North America. 
Dr. Shahrvini, are you the owner. Pub
lisher and Editor-in-Chief? And did 
you have any previous experience ? 
Yes, I am the owner and Publisher and 
Edi tor- in-Chief of Payk-e-Mehr. My 
son, Mahyar is the coordinator. I was 
on the Editorial Board of Hokht mag
azine which was published in Tehran 
for many years. I was also a writer in 
the Physicians magazine of Iran and 
the Sepahan weekly magazine. In the 
past ten years as publisher, I have 
crained a great deal of experience 
e 

which I intend to use in preservmg, 
uplifting and helping in the progress of 
our Zarathushtrian culture. 
I hope with the grace of Ahura Mazda 
I will be successful in this endeavor. ;g 

A New Publication 

ZOROASTRIANS 
IN 

NORTH AMERICA 
(Directory and Yellow Pages) 

PUBLISHED BY FEZANA 
First Edition 

July 1 996 
This  firs t edit ion of the North 
American Direc tory and Bus i 
ness Ye l low Pages wi l l  be 
l aunc hed at the Ten th North 
American Zoroastrian Congress 
in San Franc isco ,  July 1 996.  

$ 1 0 per copy. 
For information, contact: Noshir A. Lan
grana, 19  Brookfield Way, Robbinsville, 
NJ 0869 1 ,  Tel :  (609) 275-9 1 54. 

emai l :  langrana@ maya.rutgers .edu 



ZOROASTRIANS IN BRITA IN 

B_v John R. Hinnells 
35� pp. Hardback 
ISBN 0- / 9-826 / 93-..f.. 1 996. t'-1-0 
Oxford University Press. New York. John  R .  H i n ne l l s  i s  P ro fe s so r  o f  Com parat i ve Re l ig ion .  Univers i ty o f  L ondon and Head o f  th e Departmen t  fo r the S tudy o f  Re l i g i o n  at the  S chool  of Orien t:il and . ..\fric:in S tudies .  Prof . Hinne l l s  is no s trange r to the Zarth ust i  c ommun i ty. hav ing  pub l i shed extens ive ly o n  the  subjec t .  Th i s  book  is the fi rs t o f  t he  Ratanbai Katrak Lectures at the Univers i ty of Oxford in I 985 . A friend o f  Zoroastrians for decades .  John Hinne l l s  is s ingu larly qual ified to wri te about B ri tai n ' s  Zoroas trians ,  

t h e  o l des t  Sou t h  As ian  m inor i ty  w i t h  a h i s to ry g o i n g  bac k t o  1 72--L He  no tes : "my decades o f  con tac ts w i th Pars i s  i n  B ri ta i n  and  aro und  the  world have been  t imes o f great happ i ness  because of the generos i ty :ind the lm•e of the good life fo r w h i c h  Zoroas trians are known . "  Th i s  book i s  ded i c ated  to Das ,u r D r. K .  M .  Jamasp Asa. High Pries t  o f  the Anjuman A tash Behram i n  Bombay, and the late Dastur Dr. Soh rab H. Ku tar, H igh Pr ies t o f  the Zoroas tr ia n s  o f  Europe . These ho l y  men made Hinne l l s  real ize why. in p rac t ice  as we l l  as i n  theo log ic:i l  tc'.ll1s . Zoroastrianism is re ferred to by i t s  adheren ts as the Goocl Religion . From the c o n tri bu t i on s  o f  MPs Naoroj i  and Bhownagree in  the 1 9th c en tury to the transmiss i on  of the i r  he ri tage and concerns today, th i s  i s  the firs t complete s tudy of  the communi ty right up to the 1 990s .  Today, B ri t i sh  Zoroastrians number  o ver  

Some Of e Com any 
You'll Keep When u 
Stay At Hampton Inn: 

-1- ,000 .  They inc lude a varie ty o f  members from rural ;ind urban Ind i;i ,  Paki s tan , ;ind more rec e n t l y  from Eas t  Africa and Iran, and many who are B ri t i s h - born .  The mo t i va t i o n s  behind the migrat ions of the various 
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g roups were di fferent, as were the i r  
perspect ives of the B ritish . For those 
from India and Pakistan, B ritain was 
ma inly a land of educational or 
career opportunit ies . For Iran ian and 
East Afr ican Zoroas tr ians, B ri ta in 
o ffered a safe haven. 
Ear ly Zoroas trian Settlers .  The 
ear l ies t  Zarthusti settlers in B ritain 
were the Parsis who came from India 
more than a century ago. No other 
relig ious group had such a network 
o f  bus iness and intellectual contac ts 
wi th the Brit ish p rior to settlement. 
Pars i s  not only carefu l ly  recorded 
their contac ts but produced literature 
for the i r  community in India  and 
other l i terature for the B ri tish to con
di t ion the British perception of their 
small community. 
The firs t Zoroastrian Association was 
founded in London on August 1 5 th, 
1 86 1  by  Cama and Naoroji  and six 
funds were established. Although the 
s ize and number of Associations 
have increased since 1 86 1 ,  several 
original concerns have been achieved 
and preserved: notably  the buria l  
ground, charity work and a perma
nent religious center. The name of 
the Assoc iation was changed to 
Zoroastrian Association of Europe in 
1 97 1 , and to The Zoroastrian Trust 
Funds of Europe in 1 979 .  The inter
national perspec tive was expanded 
w ith the formation of the World 
Zoroastrian Organization in London 
in 1 980 .  Hundred years after the first 
Association was established, it has 
become more international in its out
look and membership . 
In the Introduction, Hinnells gives an 
excellent overview of Zoroastrian his
tory covering religious literature, 
bel iefs and practices, purity laws, the 
question of who is, and is not a Zoroas
trian, traditions and main rituals and the 
symbolism of the tire in a temple. 
Religion and a Sense of Identi ty . 
The g reat majori ty o f  Zoroas tr ians 
consider that re l ig ion is fundamental 
to the i r  sense o f  iden t i ty .  Fur ther ,  

there is a l i nk  between race, re l igion 
and history . There is a strong pr ide 
not only i n  having surv i ved  oppres
s ion but  also in having in fluenced 
major rel igions and contr ibuted a 
great deal to the h i s tory of d ifferent 
nations. Labels l ike B rit ish or  Ind ian 
mere ly indicate the country of birth ; 
u ltimately, ident i ty depends on the 
strength of one 's rel ig ious be lief and 
commitment - one's Zoroastrian
ness. To preserve the Identity, a 
knowledge of the re ligion , i ts trad i
tions and practices is important .  A 
complex range of fac tors affect the 
extent and ways in which people pre
serve the tradition [p. 279 }. 
To quote Hinnells :  " . . .  it would be 
mistaken to ignore the very strong 
element of continuity in the l ives of 
most Zoroastrians :  the shared con
sc iousness of their allegiance to the 
prophet and to non-Islamic Iran ; the 
ideals generally valued even by those 
who do not think of themselves as 
religious, particularly honesty ( even 
among Iranian Musl ims, Zoroastri
ans have a s trong reputation for 
integrity and reliability), generosity 
and charitable giving, hosp itali ty, 
hard work, strong family values , 
tremendous emphasis on individual 
responsibi l i ty, immense determina
tion , and an unashamed enjoyment of 
the good things of life .  In their 
image of Zoroaster, as a determined 
warrior for truth, they see their ulti
mate role model ." 
The last chapter li sts ten factors that 
affect preservation of a rel igion in 
migration. These are : where people 
come from; the ir percept ion of the 
host country prior to migration ;  why 
they migrated; what  peop le were 
before migrat ion (their age, educa
t ion, and skills) ; when they migrated 
(e.g . in the 1 960s) ; who they migrat
ed w i th (alone or w i th fami ly ) ;  
where they migrated to ; what people 
do after t hey se t t le ( education, 
friendships, v i s i ts to the old country ) ;  
who they are (educated profess ionals 
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or bu s i ness peop le) ; and l as t ly ,  
e vents  ex te rnal  to the communi ty . 
Many of the above factors also app ly 
to Zoroastrians born in Bri tain . The 
mos t s i gn i fi cant fac tor here i s  the 
urge to search for the i r  roots and to 
preserve the ir identity. 
Approaching the Third Millennium. 
What then is the future for B ri t i sh  
Zoroastrians? As the th i rd mil lenni 
um approaches, diaspora re l ig ions 
may strengthen rather than dimin i sh .  
Bri tish Zoroastrian ism may well be 
d ifferent from the religion in the old 
country or from what i t  was when it 
arr ived, but it would be wrong to 
assume that Zoroastrians w ill be 
assimilated or tum away from their 
ances tral religion . What is striking is 
how traditional Zoroastri an values 
such as benevolence,  determined 
pursuit of justice, individual respon
sibi l i ty, concern for the Good Cre
ation and the Good Life continue to 
be main tained .  Al l  ind ications are 
that Zoroastrianism will continue to 
be a l iving religion in B ritain .  
Zoroastrians in Britain is a welcome 
and t imely addition to the range of 
books on our religion . John Hinnells 
has done an excellent job of 
researching the subject ,  and explor
ing many important contemporary 
issues such as racial prejudice, con
version and intermarriage, genera
t ional differences, puri ty and 
pollution, the aura of fire and i ts 
power and many more . 
The book contains such a wealth of 
information on our religion that each 
Associ ation can use it to produce  
relig ious ins tructional materials .  In 
his extensive contacts with the com
munity, he has laughed and learned 
w ith many and the community owes 
h im a debt of g rati tude. 
The book is well researched with a B ib
liography and an Index. We look for
ward to his next book which will cover 
Zoroastrianism in North America. A 

Book Review by Adel Eng ineer. 
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Bejan Daruwalla 
Horoscopes 

Women in Zoroastrianism: A Promise Denied? 
The 1 996 Horoscopes by Bej an Daruwal la ,  for eac h  s ign o f  the Zod iac are now avai l able . Eac h booklet  shows your  annual horoscope, detai l ed month ly forecast ,  deta i led weekly forecas t ;  and your lucky number, color, day, herb, flower, gem and talisman . Order (Rs . 25 per copy) from B ej an Daruwal la, 3606 Wilson B l vd ; , #2, Arl ington ,  VA 2220 1 ,  Tel :  (703) 243-7575 .  

WOMEN IN ZOROASTRIANISM By Ketaywz Gould Chapter in Religion and Women Ed. by Arvind Sharma, S tate Un iversity of New York Press, Albany, New York ISBN 0-7914-1 689-5 290 pp, 1993, $1 9 .95 Could Zoroas trian women .  even the h igh ly educated. accompl ished, profes s i onal l y  successfu l  ones  you know, not  be equal to the men they s tand by? Ketayun Gould 's study of women in Zoroastrian i sm examines re l ig ious l i terature and socia l  customs to  reveal that  sad ly  the p rophe t ' s  promise remains unful fi l led and  our  women are not  equal parti c ipants in the re l ig ious and social experience. 

Inaugural Issue Now Available 

Journal of the 

As a dis t inguished soc io log is t  and a Pars i Zoroas t r i an ,  Gould i s  in a u n ique pos i t ion  to comment  on the issue . Her approach is h i s torical , her perspect ive i s  femin is t .  She takes as her p rem i se the view that a l though re l ig ion can shape a new soc ial order, soc io-po l i t ical ins t i tu t ions influence a re l ig ion  much  more than re l ig ion s hapes  society. The anc ient  Iran ians (pre-Zarthus tra) had an amb ivalen t  att i tude towards wome n .  Heaven ,  for them,  was a patriarc hal  paradise wh ich  mortal women were i ncapab le of attain ing .  And yet, the  sou l  of a dead man was seen as meet ing "the maiden of the br idge" on i ts heaven ly  journey.  Gould observes that patriarchal soci-

Research and Historical Preservation 
Committee of FE A A 

The Journal is a research tool for the needs of scholars , students and the general public interested 
in Zoroastrian studies and other related Iranian subjects, and can be used as an available reference 
source dealing with history, culture, religion, archeology, geography, literature, linguistics and phi
losophy of pre-Islamic , Zoroastrian Iran and modern-day adherents of the religion living in Iran, 
India, Pakistan and in diaspora in America, Europe and other parts of the world . 

This first issue is the result of field research conducted by three prominent members of the Zoroas
tri an community of North America, Mr. Adi Daver, Mrs . Khorshed Jungalwala and Dr. Pallan 
Ichaporia. Future issues will seek to publish research conducted by international scholars and academics .  

$6.00 per copy. 

Please send check, made to FEZANA, marked "Research Journal ", to Mrs. Dolly Dastoor, President, 
FEZANA, 3765 Malo St. , Brossard, Quebec J4Y JB4, Canada, tel: (514) 462-4638, or to Mr. Rohinton 
Rivetna, 5750 South Jackson Street, Hinsdale, Illinois 6052 1, tel: (708) 325-5383. 



etie s l i ke that of  the Indo-Iranians 
often developed misogynist religious 
tradi tions. 

Edited by 
Arvind Sharma 

Imroduction by 
Katherine K.. Young 

Zarthustra challenged this pagan tra
dition by promising the hope of sal
vation to both men and women .  The 
Avestan texts present men and 
women as participating equally in the 
religious experience .  Zarthustra 
preached that Ahura Mazda needs 
both genders to fight against evil . 
Gould makes connections between 
social mores of the t ime and re ligious 
imagery from the scriptures to show 
"how far the prophet went in present
ing new ideas" to help fol lowers 
accept his message. 
Although Zarthustra's enlightened 
views did not transform ancient Iran 
into an egalitarian society, they ele
vated the status of women in religion 
and in everyday life in that the tradi
tional roles of women became recog
n ized and apprec iated as never 
be fore . Although society continued 
to be male-dominated ,  "the religion 
emphasized the mutual responsibili
ties of husband and wife . "  Now, the 
woman 's work in the home, ranging 
from daily c leani ng to nurturing  the 
fami ly, was con s idered an act  of 
prayer in i tse l f. The housew i fe' s role 
became "part of the l arger cosm ic  
p icture ." 

From the feminist  point of view that 
Gould takes ,  "confining women ' s  
act iv i ty t o  the private sphere" i s  per
c eived as hav ing  a "negati ve 
impac t . "  A woman cou ld  be a 
domest ic goddess ,  but she was st i l l  
secondary to man .  S till, Zoroas trian 
women in  the ancient period d id 
enjoy  social , economic and legal 
rights . They did not wear the vei l ;  
they accompan ied men to  re l igious 
and social events; they owned and 
managed property, inc luding the 
affairs of their husbands; they could 
seek redress in a court of law for mis
treatment by a husband ; they could 
be legal guardians for a son disinher
ited by the father ;  and they could be 
witnesses as well as judges in court . 
In the section on the medieval period 
( third to sixteenth centuries) Gould 
shows how Zoroastrianism's original 
vision of liberation for women turned 
into a highly ambivalent view 
towards women . She accounts for 
this step backwards by explain ing 
that "the male ecclesiastical authori
ties must have realized that the initial 
equality preached by the prophet was 
at great odds with the male control of 
rel igious institutions, congregations, 
and households in the medieval peri
od ."  In the post-Sassanian period, 
also, Zoroastrianism's change in sta
tus from State to minori ty religion 
resulted in a "rise in male patterns of 
dominance toward women - an 
easy target since females are the most 
powerless members of a victimized 
group ." An outcome of this was 
menstruation taboos which are still 
prevalen t  and wh ich contributed to 
religious inequality. 
Although in the nineteenth and twen
t ieth cen turies the socio-economic 
independence of women increased, 
evidence relating to the Parsi Zoroas
trians of India supports Gould's con
tention that to regard women in 
Zoroastrianism as the re ligious 
equals and partne rs of men is mis
lead ing . The ev idence she c i tes 
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ranges from the b i tter controversy  
over i n te rmarriage and the children 
of such un ion s ,  to d i scri m inatory 
i nheritance laws .  The Bombay Parsi 
Panchayet ,  she notes, decrees that 
"on ly t hree of  i ts  seven trustees at 
any g i ven t ime can be women - a 
very pos i t ive venue to decide issues 
o f  concern to Parsi women." 
Gould 's conclusion ,  arrived at wi th 
none of the shrillness often assoc iat
ed with feminist writing, is c lear and 
thoroughly documented. "Zoroastri
anism, like al l re ligions, needs to 
write a new script whereby the reli
gious and socie tal lives of all indi
v iduals can take on meaning , "  she 
concludes .  
Her point  is not about Zoroastrian 
women abandon ing the home fires to 
demand the opportuni ty for pries t
hood. It is about them taking leader
ship roles in all aspects of spiritual 
and communal life. 

Review by Zarine Weil 

OUR ZARATHUSHTI RELIGION 
SOME RELEVANT POINTS 
By Dr. Goolcheher D. Coyaji 
Available from G. D. Coyaji 
32 Sassoon Road, Pune, India 411001 
Paperback, 55 pp, $3 plus postage 

OUR 

ZARATHUSHTI 
RELIGION 

by 
Dr. G. D. Coyaji 

After a short 
chapter on 
Zoroastrian his-
tory, Goolcher 
Coyaji covers 
prayers and cer
emonies in a 
simple and 
practical man-
ner. 
She describes 
the proper times 

L--------""" and methods of 
reciting prayers and performing simple 
rituals, including . . daily prayers and 
prayers for the Muktads, Gathas, Navjote 
and Death ceremonies. 



Vol u me I X .  N'' c -S ummer l lJ l)6  

By Pareen Lalkaka 
Published by WZO Trust for Women 
and Children 
Available from R. P. C!z inoy 
Union Press, 13 Homji Street, 
Fort, Bombay 400 001 
36 pp, 1995. 
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Published by  

prayers by emi
nent scholars, 
but few read 
l ike a prayer or 
inspire the 
devotee . This 
l i ttle mono
graph presents 
common 
prayers in 
English in 

The W.Z.O. Trust for Women and C.,ildren poetic, inspira-
ln t he  Pious ,\1emory of tional Ian-

Bai Maned(bai P.B. Jeejeebhoy guage . They 
are not a literal translation : however, 
they have captured the spiri tual 
essence of the original . in English. A 
great little booklet for those who wish 
to pray in a language they understand. 

1VIazda Publishers 
Home Page on the vVeb 
Mazda Pub lishers of California, pub
l i shers of books on Iranian and 
Zoroastrian topics, are inviting peo
ple to v is i t  their new home page on 
the World Wide Web, at : 

http://www. mazdapub .com 

GIFTS TH.AT LIFTS 
SHIFTS & UPLIFTS 
B 1 1  Meiler 0. Anwlsad 
A:cailablefrom i\Ie/zcr Anwlsad 
15842 Villmzm:a Circle 
Westmil lstcr, CA 92683 
(714) 895-3097 
A truly inspired work, 
by a man with a natu
ral-born gift for com
ing up wi th p ithy 
saymgs, Me he r 
Amalsad 's  Gifts That 
Lifts, Shifts & Uplifts 
is packed with 
thought-provoking lit
tle gems. all packaged 
i n  a good- looking 
leather-look pocket 
book with gold letter-
ing on the cover. 

G ifts That L i fts 

s/J/ffs & Up l i fts 
lUoros You Can Share , 
lUi rh Pcopk lUho C a re 

By 
lvfeher D. A1nalsad 

estab lish a market ing 
p rogram which w i l l  
focus o n  unders tand
ing the needs of our  
customers and de l iver
ing qua l i ty service" ,  
they wrote, "We 
would like to incorpo
rate your book into our 
marketing strategy." 
The Wel lness Center 
of California also pur
chased 200 books as 
gifts for their patien ts: 

Amalsad inspires the �----------� "Your book is ,m 
heart and motivates the mind, with his extraord inary too l for he lping our 
humorous and fun-filled messages, patients discover the keys to a joyful and 
focussing mostly on parenting, uncon- healthy life . Thank you for your awe-
dit ional love, spiritual consciousness, some contribution to this confused and 
success and excellence . unhappy world. "  

This book makes an excellent personal- The book sells for $7, plus $ 1  for ship-
ized (there is a dedication page in the ping . Special quantity discounts are 
front) gift for children, family and available, and shipping costs will be 
friends. I t  is  also an excellent network- waived for orders of more than 20 
ing too l for businesses .  For example books. Amalsad will donate $2 for each 

Eagle Pest Contro l of Cali fornia book sold to a Zarthusti , towards the 
ordered 200 copies. "It is our goal to FEZA1'\JA Welfare Fund. 

R E S T O R A TI VE D E N T I S T R Y  

Virginia DeVitre Shahninian D.lVI.D.  
Rustam K. DeVitre D.M.D.1 M.D.S. (1) 

392 Common wealth A venue 
Boston, MA 022 1 5  

(6 1 5) 236-5969 

Office hours by appointment 50 South Street #20 1 
Hingham, MA 02043 

(6 1 7) 740-0 1 00 



Ye urvanem men gaire 
Vohu dade ha thra manangha 
ashimcha shaothananam 
vidush mazdao ahurahya 
yavat isa i  tavacha avat 
khsai a-aeshe ashahya . 

Yasna 28. 4  
Poetical ly, Yasna 2 8 .4 is one of the 
most  beautiful yasnas. I first learned 
of th i s  yasna at the Vedanta Society 
in Bos ton. The choir members of the 
soc iety were s inging th is yasna to 
instrumental accompaniment , com
posed by one of their musical talents. 
This  was a prelude to a guest lec ture 
g iven by the late Dasturj i  Minocher 
Homji. I was so moved by their ren
dering reverberating in my mind .  
The  meanings of  the words are a s  
powerful and deep .  
"I  lead my soul ( urvanem) to the 
House of Song (gaire, Sanskrit :  gir, 
mountain top ; garothman behest) ' 
through the power of Good Mind and 
Righteous (ashimcha) deeds 
(shyaothananam) , which are known 
(vidush) to you, O! Ahura Mazda. 
"As long as (yavat) I continue to 
have the will and the streng th 
( tvacha) ,  until (avat) then I shall 
teach (khsai) others to strive (a 
aeshe) for righteousness (ashahya) ." 
In the previous verse, Ys 28 . 3 ,  
Zarthustra praised the blessings of 
Armai ti (peace,  d iv inity) one can 
achieve through Asha and Vohu 
M anah. Here he in troduces a new 
concept of leading one's  soul or con
sc ience ( urvanem) to higher eleva
tions (gaire) through Good Mind and 
righteous deeds, in the image o f  
Ahura Mazda h imsel f. We are asked 
to make a conscious cho ice to l ive a 
life as Ahura Mazda h i mse l f would  
have like us to lead . 
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THE ESSENCE OF GATHAS 
By Firoze Jungalwala 

S udbun;, !vfassachusetts 

The h igher elevation mentioned in One thus develops a dominion in 
the verse is interpreted as 'heaven ' or which Asha - truth, love, generos ity 
' paradise' (behest) ,  which can be and joy, prevail and propagate. The 
gl impsed or get access to in the pre- mountain top is reached simply by 
sent l ife. right here, and also be the devoting to true spirituality and com-
reward in life after death. milting to Good Thoughts, Good 
How Can one reach the mountain Words and Good Deeds. 
top ? One may ask One who develops 
what is the nature of highly moral and 
this higher elevation? spiritual mind, words 
Who can have access and actions ; one 
to this House of who loves all people 
Song? How can one w ithout considera-
reach the mountain tion for color, creed, 
top? Zarthustra race or religion; one 
states that this is sim- who respects, recog-
ply achieved through nizes, be-one-wi th 
the power of the and supports all liv-
Good Mind and by L...;;;;;.--=------------=:=;;:..J ing and non-l iv ing 
performing righteous deeds. The creations of Ahura Mazda, has 
Mountain Top is reached through reached the House of Song. 
disciplined contemplation and pre- On the mountain top . . .  
cise moral actions . One is expected There is eternal joy and no fear 
to foresee the consequences wisely, There is serene humility and no ego 
before discharging words and render- There is benevolent charity and no 
ing deeds. greed 
Clearly, being in perfect heaven in There is comforting pleasure and no 
the present world is a matter of men- pain 
tal state. The human mind has com- There is everlasting creativity and 
plete freedom to create this state with no destruction 
the right choice, courage and deter- There is cheerful action and no reaction 
mination. One has to develop a men- There is vital exhilaration and no 
tal state and perform actions so that despair 
one is no longer affected by lies, con- There is perfect honesty, and no deceit. 
tempt, criticism, anger, revenge and On the mountain top, one rejoices 
other evils. Thus . . . with spi rituality and inner glow 
One who is free of evil and responds One sees eternal beauty in all Ahura 

to evi l  with goodness ; Mazda's Creation 
One who is free of lies and responds One is conversant with physical and 

to lies with truth; sp iritual knowledge 
One who is free of hatred and One is unattached to material gains 

responds to hatred with love; One responds to others needs and 
One who is free of revenge and comforts them 

responds to revenge with forgiveness One does not seek rewards, honors 
Has already reached the mountain top! and glory 

One is secure, free, forgiving and 
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tranqui l  One i s  aware of  ever changing times , c i rcumstances and events .  
On the mountain top, one accepts happy or d ifficu l t  mi lestones of l ife wi th calm and courage One has mastered control over emotions One has subdued hostility, anger and pain One is non-judgmental One always sows Good Deeds One is fearless in the presence of the migh ty and is aware of destiny One has fully recognized the power of Ahura Mazda, his cosmic crea tion, eternal time and infinity itself. 

In the House of Song Radiance of knowledge removes the darkness of ignorance Sweetness of music s ilences cacophony of harsh no ise Joyous affection wins over discordant opposition Objective reason rules over passionate emotion Brilliance of Asha triumphs over forces of Ahriman 
Zarthustra thus illustrates that if one has to lead one ' s  soul and conscience to higher elevations, now, during the limited life and beyond life, as Ahura Mazda expects us to do, then there is no other way except the Path of Asha; Ashavan souls like Zarthustra .are rewarded with Ameratat (immortality) and Haurvatat (perfec tion) . and continue to live on in our minds and hearts ,  forever. 

JLSJi'EAf 7/0JiV. 
Jt,/ia is (joa's Law of (joocfness, 'Trutfi ancf Purity. It is tfie. 6est antf tfie. higfie.st. 'B!J jo[fowing yt,fia in 6eing gooa ancf trutfiju[ ancf pure in mina in a[[ !JOU tfo eacli cfa!J, !JOU wi[[ 6e ve7:1 happ!J. 
• A Garland of Prayers by Pareen Lalkaka 

This colum n  is a foru m to p resen t information  and opinions .  Let ters (under 600 words) may be submitted to the Edito r, A rticles and Letters . The Journal reserues the right to edit all materials for clarity and space. 
Rekindle that Flame 
I recently came across a poem which i s  an epi log to a p lay in four acts cal led "Zarathush tra, Prophe t  o f  Ancient Iran . "  I would like t o  submit th i s poem for pub l i cat ion m FEZAN A Journal . This is a tale eight thousand years old When the Aryans were drawn into Zarathushtra's fold When men probed deep into spiritual treasures They had hardly time for worldly pleasures Zarathushtra' s religion took luster and fame And Iran was proud of Zarathushtra's name Today that blaze is reduced to embers Behold i ts dying gasps and falling members Wake up Zoroastrians -Rekindle that flame ! Fan it and fawn i t  It 's brilliance proclaim Take up the cudgels Fight for ASHEM Teach all tender shoots To sing Zarathushtra's fame. Dr. Homi P. Nanavaty Dusseldorf, Germany 

Need to Inform and Educate of Paramount Urgency The need to produce l i te rature and i n formation for dis tribution countrywide and even worldwide, to e l i minate ignorance about our fai t h ,  appears more paramoun t and urgen t  now than at any other t ime . More often than not ,  Zarthus ti s  are m i s quoted by  Western and non-Zoroastrian scholars and phi losophers and by the press media as wel l . London ' s  Sunday Observer Life 
Magazine of  May 1 4 ,  1 995 printed an artic le t i t led "Cul ts A-Z" , and inc luded Zoroas trian i sm as a cu l t !  Needless t o  s ay, a large number o f  Zarthust is were outraged and wrote letters . S trong letters o f  protest were written by individuals as we ll as the ZTFE. The following letter from our Association was subsequently publ ished in the Sunday Observer. " . . .  I am writing to record our members ' outrage at the denigrating of  our noble and ancient  Zoroastrian rel igion to the level of a ' cul t '  . . . .  Zoroastriani sm is the oldes t , established, prophetic rel igion ,  wh ich ,  during the  centuries influenced Judaism, Christianity and Is lam. It flourished long before the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus the Great Persian ,  in 539  BC, all the way to 652 AD when the Persians were conquered by the Arabs . . .  " Rusi Dalal, President Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe London, UK 

YJI'TJ{Jl. AAV. 'V.9ll�O 'ByfoffowingJtslia, (joa's .la� I 6ecome fif;_e 'You, 0 (jodi for o/o!iu 'Manafi, tfie (jooa and .loving !Jvfina in me, guitfes me and fiefps me to 6ecome perfect. ']ou give me your great strength ana power, 'l(§liatfr.ra, so tliat I can fiefp a[[ wfzo are gentfe., poor; fiefpfe.ss or sicf:... ana wfzo pray to ')ou for liefp. - A  Garland of Prayers by Pareen Lalkaka 



Forgotten Again! Accord i ng to an art ic le  in the San Jose Mercury of  March 1 6 , 1 996 ,  "Hus ton  S mith ' s  The Religions of 
Man, firs t publ i shed in 1 95 8  when he was jus t  3 8 ,  and s ince re- issued as 
The World 's Religions, is used in more introduction-to-re l ig ion courses than any other text .  Trans lated in to 14 languages ,  i t  has sold more than 1 .5 mil l ion copies .  "Th is month TV award-winning TV interv iewer B il l  Moyers i s  about to l aunch him in to media orb i t .  The mu l t i -part series Wisdom of Faith 
with Huston Smith: A Bill Moyers 
Special debuts on PBS nationwide" Once again Zoroastrianism was forgo tten ! While all other great re l i g ions  of the  world , Hinduism,  B uddhism, Chris tianity, Judaism, Is lam and related Chinese systems are d iscussed at length in S mith ' s  book and i n  the TV series ,  there i s  no  mention of Zoroastrianism. We should send communications to the TV s tations, producers of the series and to Huston Smith himself, about this serious omission . . .  Maneck Bhujwala San Jose, California 

[The following let ter was sen t by Rohin ton Rivetna in a similar c ircumstance, to producers of the 8-week series "Chicago Matters: Questions of Faith ". with John Callaway, where only glancing mention was made of Zoroastrians. Zarthustis are urged to write let ters when they see such omissions and inaccu�acies . Th_is letter may be freely used if appropriate - Ed] 
"Conspicuous by i ts absence from the front cover of the brochure Quest ions of Fai th, was the symbo l  o f  the Zoroastrian Rel ig ion . . . . It is regrettable that the producers did not see fit to , at the very least , acknow ledge 

Zoroastrianism, the re ligion preached by Prophe t  Zarathus htra (Greek Zoroaster) over 3 ,000 years ago. "The contribution of  Zoroas trianism to western rel igious thought has long been recognized by scholars o f  re l i gion . Many concepts found today in Judaism. Christianity and other major  religions, can trace their roots to the religion of Zarathushtra, e .g .  the concepts of Heaven and he l l ,  Good and Evi l ,  Life after Death, a Sav ior  to come, the final Resurrection ,  and Life Everlasting. "Rel igious leaders have for Ion a 
b underplayed the role of Zoroastrian-ism and we expect them to continue to do so. But we were surprised, and rather disappointed to see thi s  suppression fostered in an interfai th forum. "While small in numbers, ( there are possibly 1 5 ,000 Zoroastrians in the USA and Canada, and less than 200,000 in the world) ,  Zoroastrians have made sign ificant contributions to the business and professional scene . As a miniscule community in their mother countries of India, Iran and Pakistan, Zoroastrians contributed to industry, technology, sciences and the arts, way out of proportion to their numbers . And there is every indication that they will make similar contributions to this nation as wel l .  Already Zubin Mehta, a Zoroastrian, who is featured frequently on WTTW, is a notable example,  and his brother Zarin Mehta is Music Director at Ravinia. The Zoroastrian Temple  in Hinsdale is home to a very vibran t communi ty of about 600 Zoroastrians . And there has been a s ignificant Zoroas trian presence at o ther Chicago interfaith forums,  notably the Parl iament of the World 's  Religions in Chicago, in 1 993 . . . .  "We feel your program series wi l l  be incomplete w ithout a segment  on Zoroastrian ism and the Zoroastrians who l i ve, wors h i p and contr ibute to the Chic::ago scene . . . " 
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ii FROM THE INTERNET 1ii1 

In th is section, FEZANA Journal  will publish selected news and articles from Zarthustis tha t have recen tly appeared on various In ternet media . The idea is to provide a flavor and inform readers about the great diversity of information available now on the Internet. The editors reserve the right to select, edit, and abbreviate items to mee t FEZANA Journal s tandards and space limitations . 
Pagrees to Order 
Yes !  We have it all in New Zealand (Gods Own ! ) .  A friend of mine ,  Mrs . Gu lshan Kolah makes pagrees to order. You can get in touch with her at 64-9-489-7649 or send me emai l .  
tehmus @ai. co. nz 

Tuition Turmoil 

As a graduating senior, I have jus t dropped off my final tuition payment for college. Over the past four years , I, like many of  my peers, have worked during the school year and summers to earn money for school ,  but could not  have made i t  without the help of my parents . We are so fortunate that our culture encourages such a strong commitment to education that our p arents are wil l ing to sacrifice family vacations ,  new cars or o ther material goods , to send us to school . We are truly lucky . . .  
It i s  wonderful to see that our communi ty ' s  tradi tion of commitment to education is being passed on to our youth ,  and we all have our parents to thank for that. This is one more way in which Zoroastrians are prospering i n  North America. Roxana Mehta rmehta@nwu.edu 



Volume IX.  N° 2 -Summer 1 996 

Shah Nama at Sotheby's 
I don ' t  know whether to feel proud or 
sad, reading this UPI report . . .  
LONDON, APRIL 24 (UPI) - Four leaves 
from a 16th century manuscript of the Per
sian Book of Kings have been sold for 
$2.9 million at an auction at Sotheby's . . .  
One of the four pages from the Shah 
Nama was sold during the auc tion 
Tuesday night  to an Indian collector 
who lives in the United S tates for 
$ 1 .2 million. This is a world record 
for any Persian miniature and any sin
gle leave from an Oriental manuscript, 
according to a spokeswoman. 
The Book of Kings, a classic Persian 
epic by the poet Firdowsi, was writ
ten in the 1 1 th century and relates the 
myths and legends of the ancient 
kings of Iran. The leaf that brought 
the record price depicts a scene from 
the legend of Rustom, the Persian 
equivalent of Hercules . . .  

The S hah Nama of S hah Tahmasp 
was one of the most luxurious illus
trated manuscripts ever produced in 
the world. Its pages remain today 
bo_th spectacular and awe-inspiring," 
said a Sotheby specialist .  

Tiiree other leaves from the manuscript 
that were included in the auction sold 
for $637 ,640, $604,200 and $537,320 
respectively.The four leaves were part 
o f  a co l lect ion o f  59 Pers ian and Indi
an miniatures in the auc tion ,  which 
were sold for $3 .7 mi l l ion ,  more than 
double the pre-sale estimate . Mehran Sepehri sepehri_mehran@amat.com 
Zarthusti Plays Spanish 
Music in UK 
Narius Pate l (Gui tar and vocals) and 
Antony Edwards (Cajon) of the Pan 
Y Queso band p lay music from 
Madrid and Rio in the UK. 
Narius ,  a computer systems analyst  
h as been playing guitar and sin o-in o-

. 
o O 

solo m London for the past six years . 
He started by taking English,  Spanish 
and French poetry and putting i t  to 
music . Over the years , he learnt 
songs by Caetano Veloso and Joao 
B osco. Even though he cannot speak 
Portuguese , he learnt the songs from 
words in the CDs booklets . 

Narius and Antony spent two years in 
college every weekend playing cajon 
( a wooden box for percussion in Fla
menco music) with two guitarists, in a 
bar in London, and lis tening heavily 
to New Flamenco music , that origi
nates from Madrid and blends tradi
tional Flamenco with Latin, Brazilian, 
Rock, Reggae and other styles .  

They now play a mixture of  New Fla
menco and Brazi l ian songs .  The 
music is lively and rhythmic , and the 
songs are wonderful .  They are look
ing forward to bookings for parties 
and other occasions .  11!11 

Narius Patel 
narius@patel .zor.demon . co .uk 

SECRETARY REQUIRED AT ZOROASTRIAN HOUSE, LONDON 
The Z� is. looking for a person capable of performing general secretarial 
tasks_, mclud1.ng management of correspondence, liaison with members and 
pub l i c ,  bankmg and s imple book keeping . Contac t  Jt .  Hon . Secretaries , 
ZTFE, Zoroastrian House ,  8 8  Compayne Gardens ,  London NW6 3RU. 

9\(f,zu 
2?.gsearch 
and 
Study Counci[ 
11niversity of 'J{f,w 'Jv{e;'(jca 
11 7 Co[{ege of 'Education 
51.[6uquerque 
'J{f,w 'Jv[e.tf.w, 87131 

I n  l ate s u m m e r  of 1 99 1 , a 
most extraord inary th ing hap
pened to Sha ron Faith 
Weh rle .  An atheist for most of 
h e r  l i fe , she  had · neve r been  
i n te rested i n  re l ig ious studies 
and had never heard of 
Zoroaster. She had an 'out of 
body' experience , complete ly 
unan tic ipated , i n  wh ich s h e  
s a w  and d i d  remarkab le  
th i ngs ,  guided by a mysterious 
stranger. Near the end of the 
experience, she asked him who 
he was . H is words were: "I am 
Zoroaster, I am your  father, I am 
you ,  and you are me." 
Her  l ife was forever changed . 
S i nce that time ,  Zoroaster 
con tinues to vis i t  her and has 
given her  many messages.  
I n  November  1 994, He 
appeared to her and sa id :  
"Mus ic  is  t he  b ridge between 
h u man ity and D iv i n i ty, and  
every pe rson  i n  t he  wor ld 
understands the language of 
m us ic . "  She  began wri t i ng  
songs th e reafter. Th e f i rs t  
songs are p ra ises to  Ahu ra 
Mazda and  Zoroaster. She  
has  p roduced a tape o f  these 
f i rst songs . 
The audio tape is avai lable for 
$ 1 5 ( includin g  shipping) from : 

Sharon Wehrle 
1625 Rio Bravo, SW, #26- 126 

Albuquerque, 87105. 



Please support our  Zarthus ti en trepreneurs and advertise rs .  Enqu i ries and  s ubmissions abou t  this column may be made t o  Dr. Rustom I<evala (see back cover) .  
Opportunities Availab le 

Iv! echanical Engineers 
Contr;ict Engineering Services Com
pany, based in Illinois is looking for 
Mec han ica l  Engineers (BS/MS) ,  
w i t h  exper ience in  Pro/Engin ee r  
(CAD Software) . Immediate open
i ngs i n  the Chicagoland area . $27-
$32 per hour. Behruz Rus tomi, (309 ) 
497- 3580 , Fax (309 )  497-3 5 8 3 ,  
emai l :  behruz @bradley.bradley.edu 

Engineers 
Dialogic Corporation, New Jersey,  
marke t  leader in computer telephony 
components has several job openings : 
Sales Managers, Financial Planning, 
F irmware Engineers , Device Driver 
Engineers , Field Appl ication Engi
neers , Windows Programmers, and 
more. Openings are listed on the Web 
Page at :  http ://www.dialogic .com. 
Contact Jamsheed Wania at (20 1 )  
993-3000, ext . 634 1 ,  email : 
waniaj @ dialogic.com. 

Software Engineers 
There are a number of software engi
neering openings at C-Cube 
Microsys tems , maker of Digi tal 
Video Compression and Mult imedia 
microch ip s .  Good growth potential 
wi th rapidly expanding company. All 
levels of experience welcome, as well 
as those w i t h  F 1 s tatu s .  Contac t 
Kouros h  So rou sh i an by e mai l :  
ksh @c-cube.com. 

Donations will be deeply apprecia ted for 
tlze FE ZANA ftmd ca tegories : Welfare, 
Religio us Educa tion, S tuden t A id, 
Properties, Yo l l t lt ,  FEZANA Journal, 
General, or for a specific appeal. Donors 
shollld refer to the broad criteria for eli
gibility of donations to FEZANA for tax 
exemption in U. S .A .  and Canada, as 
indica ted in FE ZANA J oumal [Win ter 
1 994, p . 60-61]. Dona tion checks, 
payable to " FEZANA ", may be sen t to 
the address in the appeal, or to Dinshaw 
Josh i, FEZANA Welfare Commit tee, 
4515  Willard Auenue, #1 609-5 Chevy 
Chase, MD 20815, Tel : (301) 654-6250 

California Girl 
Needs Help 
Until 7 months ago, Mojgan, a young 
26-year-old woman, was a l ively and 
cheerful pre-medical s tudent at the 
University of California in Berkeley. 
Today she is very ill, in bed in her 
mother 's apartment . S he has been 
diagnosed with an advanced case of 
cancer affecting one of her breasts 
and lungs.Doctors have recommend
ed chemotherapy as the only means to 
save her life before an operation can 
possibly be done . 
Mojgan must receive an injection of 
Nupegon every day to help sustain 
her immune sy stem wh ile on 
chemotherapy. This alone costs over 
$700 per mon th. Her out-of-pocket 
medical expenses are es timated to be 
over $40,000 . 
Mojgan does not have any insurance, 
and neither Medi-Cal nor Medicare 
cover the cost of th is medicine .  Her 
mother has been working two jobs on 
minimum wage to keep up with the 
s taggering payments .  
We cannot  let a human being die sim
p ly because she does not have money 
for medic i ne .  A trust fund has been 
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s tarted to cove r he r  medical needs. 
Please he lp . Send your checks, made 
out to Mojgan Balouch ,  to 1 235  
Holly S treet, # 1 2 , S an Carlos, CA 
94070, Tel: (4 1 5) 802-0435 .  Posted by lvI. I<hosraviani on Z-net 
Urgent Appeal for 
Ervad Mobedji 's Son 
An urgen t  appeal has been rece ived 
for financ ial ass istance for medical 
treatment  of 1 2-year old Yazad 
Mobedj i ,  son of Ervad Jehangir 
Mobedj i ,  High Priest  of Dadyseth 
Agiary in Mumbai (Bombay) ,  to cor
rect malrotation of in tes t ines , heart 
d i sease ,  Curzon ' s  syndrome, hydro
cephalus and camptodactyly. 
Yazad is scheduled to undergo major 
cranio-facial surgery at Georgetown 
Univers ity Hospital, Washington DC 
in April 1 996. The surgery is expect
ed to take 1 0- 1 2  hours, followed by a 
5- 1 0  day stay in the hospital and 6-8 
weeks post-operative care. The total 
cost is expected to be around $38 ,000 
to $43 ,000, based on reduced charges 
agreed upon by the hospital if full 
payment is made in advance. In addi
tion, the family will face additional 
expenses for their own stay. 
FEZANA appeals to all large-hearted 
Zarthustis for generous donations to 
assist the Mobedj i family in meeting 
their financial burden. Checks made 
ou t  to "Zoroastrian Association of 
Metropoli tan Wash ington", marked 
for "Yazad Mobedji" may be sent to 
the FEZANA Welfare Committee [see address above]. 

* * * * * * * 
Our pro6Cems are tlie. tools (iocf 
uses to pofisfi us1 rwt cfeTtWfish us. 

* * * * * * * 
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11!11 PLEASE G IVE FROM YOUR H EART • Ill II 

Help Needed Urgently by who le p rojec t ;  however, they w i l l  
Save Udvada Committee not proceed wi th the projec t  un t i l  
Our  "Save Udvada" Committee has they receive a commitment from our 
been making great efforts for ==---� Commi ttee to share in a por-
the prevent ion of eros ion in tion of the cost . 
Udvada. Erosion is threaten- May I appeal to you, in the ing  to s evere ly  damage our interes t  of protection of our Sanctum Sanctorum. sacred and revered Udvada, 
The project i s  receiving good where our Iran S hah is 
support from the Govern- ensconced fo r generat ions ,  
ment .  Already the Forestry to make substantial con tri-
Department has p lanted bution towards this nob le  
thousands o f  s apl ings .  The project to  save our  heritage . 
Water and Power Research Homi J. H. Taleyarkhan Institute in Pune is drawing Chairperson, Save Udvada up p lans to construc t  an off- Committee shore breakwater wal l  to Bombay, India arrest erosion along the shore .  Mr. Taleyarkhan and h i s  Committee Whi le  the Government  of Guj arat have worked t ire less ly to get Gov-wi l l  bear the major part of the cost ,  ernment support. of this project .  es t imated to be  Rs . I crore for the Community support is now needed in 

order to proceed . Checks, made out to FEZANA, and marked "S ave Udvada" , may be sen t  to the FEZANA We l fare Commi ttee [see 
page 71 for address J . 

Electric Wheelchair 
for Sanam Rabadi Sanam Rabad i is the 1 6-year o ld ,  who le  l ife was  trag ical ly  changed l as t  year by a car acc ident  on  the B ombay-Fune road . Bo th her parents were kil led ; and Sanam has been left a quadrip leg ic ,  para lyzed from the wai s t  down . S he has been at the Pars i General Hospital since the acc ident, on Apri l 1 7 , 1 995 ,  and w i l l  have to undergo years of  rehabi l i tation ,  neuro logical  and psychological treatment, and fur-

-�s;el:i;a1tHEt�i□est.:.t · ualir
--
, 

{ to you r  loved ones i n  

He's earned the trust of people, one 
family at a time. You don ' t  just give 
your trust away. It has to be earned, 

- - I I A · .' :- f 
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not just once, but again and again, year 
after year, family after family. 
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ther o rthopedic surgery. Urgent  
funds are needed for these expenses . 
In  an appeal to FEZANA,  her  o ld 
grandmother, Mrs. K. A. Modi, who 
now takes care of Sanam, writes :  
. . .  If  she  had an Electric Wheelchair, 
s he cou ld manipu late it by herse l f, 
and move about in the house . 
FEZANA could he lp her out  by 
donating an Elec tric Wheel Chair, i t  
would prove a b less ing to her, and 
she and her grandmother and all of  us 
here ,  would be very grateful indeed . "  
Checks marked "Sanam Rabadi" ,  or  
any he lp with acqumng the 
whee l chair, may be sent to the 
FEZANA We lfare Commi ttee [see 
page 71 for address}. 

Prosthesis Patient 
Needs Help 
An 1 8-year o ld boy from B o mbay, 
who lost his right arm in an accident, 
w i l l  be coming to Ch icago to get a 
p ros thesis fitted at a noted University 
Rehab Cl inic in the area. 
He lp i s  sough t from any Chicago 
area family willing to host the young 
man and his father for 1 or 2 months 
during the rehab program.Financial 
assistance will also be most grateful
ly accepted toward the high cost of 
the prosthesis and rehab . 
Further inquiries may be made with 
Mr. Dinshaw Contrac tor at (520) 
297-9736.  Checks marked "prosthe
sis" may be sent to the FEZANA 
Welfare Committee [see page 71 for 
address[. 

Big THANK YOU From 
Kairasp 's Family 
In a letter to FEZANA, Mrs . Khor
sheed Daruwalla of Karachi ,  mother 
of  Kairasp Daruwa l l a, who had 
appealed fo r help with treatment  o f  
neurological problems a t  Johns Hop
kins [ see FEZANA Journa l, Spring 
1996 J writes : "I am very thankful to 

all who  have helped for my son 's  
treatment . They have c o l lected 
$40,000 here ( i n  Pak i s tan) and 
through the appeal in USA,  my 
daughter has received $750 .  Fo r 
now, furthe r amounts are not  
required .  Please insert a big THANK 
YOU from us in your next Journal .  

Donation for Navar
Martab Ceremony 
Mrs .  Coomi Bhathena of  To ron to ,  
has donated Rs . 40,000 to the 
Madressa in Bombay for the Navar
Martab ceremony o f  two new 
Mobeds , in  her  name . During 1 997 ,  
five Madressa s tudents wi l l  be ready 
for their Navar ceremonies . Finan
cial help is always deeply apprec iat
ed by the Madressa. 
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Forooghi, CA ($ 1 0 1 ) ;  Perina Framroze, 
CA ($ 1 0) ;  Keki Gandhi, CA ($ 1 0 ) ;  
Homi Gandhi, NJ ($ 1 0) ;  B urj or Ghand
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oze Irani, TX ($ 1 O); Mehraban Irani , TX 
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( $ 1 0) ;  J. J .  Jamadar, TX ($20) ;  Rumi 
Jamsetjee, IL ($ 1 0) ;  K. R. Kiash, NFLD 
($ 1 5 ) ;  Fereydoon Jamzadeh, IN ($ 1 0) ;  
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sawal la ,  VA ($ 1 0) ;  Do l ly  J ij ina, MI 
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Hoshang Karan i ,  I L  ($ 1 0) ;  Zareen 
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ONT ($ 1 5 ) ;  B ina ifer Khambatta ,  IL 
($ 1 0) ;  Hoshang Khambatta, CA ($50) ;  
Zari r Khademian, MI ($ 1 0) ; S harookh 
Lala, MI ($25); Emmet t  Lowry, TX 
($ 1 0) ;  Ali Makki , PA ($ 1 0) ;  Ad i  
Maneckshaw, MD ($ 1 0) ; Amy Makuj i 
na ,  CA ($ 1 0) ;  Wi l l i am Malandra, MN 
($ 1 0) ;  Akbar Marvas ti , TX ($ 1 5 ) ;  
Noshir Medhora, TX ($ 1 0) ; K. P. Mehta, 
IL ($20) ; Rus tam Mehdiabadi ,  TX 
($25) ;  Hosi Mehta, IL ($75 ) ;  Kersi 
Mehta , OH ($20) ; Daisy Mehta, CA 
($20); Yasmen Mehta. CA ($8) ;  Rohin
ton Merchant, WA ($ IO) ;  Tehmton Mis
try, MO ($ 1 0) ; Sorab Mis try, IL ($ 1 0) ;  
J immy Mis try, MI  ( $  IO ) ;  B inaifer Mis
try, CA ($ 1 0) ;  B. Mis try, ONT ($ 1 5) ;  
Noshir Motivala, N H  ($20 ) ;  Jamshed 
Mulla , MD ($ 1 0) ;  Jehangir Nakra, MA 
($ 1 0) ;  Sy l via Nan:1vati , ONT ($ 1 5) ;  

FEZANA maintains a matrimonial file and will coordinate the  initial contacts between 
in terested parties. FEZANA does not assume any responsibility for verifying creden
tials. Contact Ros/tan Rivetna ( see back cover for address) . 

CONGRATULATIONS 

F94-43 is engaged to a young man 
she met through the FEZANA Jour

nal. Congratulations ! 

Feroze Nanava ty, BC  ($ 1 5) ;  Behroz Male, store manager, 42, B .A. with 
Padamsee, NC ($20) ; Sorab Panday, VA economics .  Divorced . Enjoys trav-
($ 1 0) ;  Aspi Patel , DE ($20+ 10) ;  Cowas eling, hiking ,  music , movies . Inter-
Pate l ,  CA ($ 1 0) ;  Daraius Pate l ,  IL ($ 1 0) ;  ested in  home- loving woman , 
Minu Patel ,  IL ($20) ; Nozer Patel, CA 
($ 1 0) ; Noshir Panthaky, NWT ($30) ; J. 

divorcee welcome. Call (7 1 8) 847-

M. Pan thaky, BC ($30); Adil Pooniwala , 1 424 evenings. [M96-9] 

IL ($ 1 0) ;  Noshir Pundole, Malaysia Executive Secretary, slim, 32, 5 ' 5" ,  
($30) ; Meheroz Rabadi ,  IN ($ 1 0) ;  B .  Com. From B ombay, family in  
Kaizad Rajkotwala, TX ($25) ; Rohinton USA. Call (4 1 0) 783-267 1 .  
Randelia, NJ ($ 1 0) ;  Zarine Ranji , MD [F96-9a] 
($ 1 0) ;  K. Reid ($20) ; Readmore Ser-
vices ,  NJ ($8 ) ;  Phiroze Rivetna, AZ Secretary, tall, 36, 5 '  1 O",  B .  Com. 

($20+20) ; Jehangir Rudina, MN ($2 1 ) ;  From Bombay, in terested in  settling 
Paul Rusby, VA ($20) ; Freny Sagar, NY in USA or Canada. ( 4 1 0) 783-267 1 .  
($20) ; Pesi Sanjana, MI ($ 1 0) ;  Sohrab [F96- 1 OJ 
Sassani, VA ($ 1 00) ; Prochy Sethna, CA 
($30) ; Phiroze Sethna, co ($ IO); s. M. Air Hostess, 34, 5 ' 2", based in Bom-

Sethna, TX ($ 1 0) ;  Khorshed Se thna, bay. Enjoys traveling ,  outdoors . 

ONT ($ 1 5) ;  Dilnavaz Shroff, MA ($ 1 0) ;  Interested in meeting professional 
Khushroo Shroff, NJ ($20) ; Parrin gentleman, with good sense of 
Shroff, FL ($ 1 0) ;  Shireen Shroff, FL humor. (7 14) 846-8 1 07 .  [F96- l l ] 
($ 1 5) ;  Rohinton Shroff, IL ($ 1 0) ;  Persis Woman, accountant, 25, 5 '  4" ,  
S hroff, LA ($ 1 0) ;  Nozer Singpurwalla, 
VA ($ 1 0) ;  Ted Sohrabi , CA ($ 1 0) ;  B .Com, working i n  Canada. Pretty, 

Arnavaz Talati , CA ($20) ; Hoshedar friendly, outgoing, active in a lot of 

Tambol i ,  FL ($ J OO ) ;  Zenob ia  Tambu- things .  Would l ike to meet well-set-

vala, FL ($ 1 0) ; Zenobia Tantra, IL tied, professional tal l  gentleman . Call 
($ 1 0) ;  Spi tarnan Tata, IL ($ 1 0) ;  Be l la  (905) 770-96 1 9 . [F96- 1 2] 
Tata, BC  ($3 0) ;  Tehmtan Tehsi ldar, Widow, good looking, 58 ,  good 
($ 1 0) ;  Y. S . Turner, QUE ($35 ) ;  Jer 
Udvadia, IL ($ 10 ) ;  Adi Unwal l a ,  NJ 

natured ,  good heal th . Grown ch i l -

($20+ 1 0+ 10 ) ;  Hoshang Unvala, CA dren .  L ikes to  mee t  good-natu red 

($ 1 0) ;  N .  S .  Vado l i ,  CA ($ 1 0) ;  A .  B .  man . (2 1 6) 699-6965 . [F96- 1 3] 

Wadi a, TX ($ 1 0) ;  Noshir Wadia ,  NY Educated, smart, only daughter, 27, 
($25) ;  M. S. Wadia ,  CA ($ 1 5 ) ; Arno pet i te ,  working in Beauty shop i n  
Weilenrnan, NY ($ 1 0) ;  Sharon Wehrle ,  Bombay. Interested in set tl i ng  in  
NM ($50+ 1 0) ; New Zealand ($25) ;  USA/Canada. Cal l aun t  a t  (2  I 6 )  

UK-educated woman, 3 1 ,  in  re ta i l  
management for Liz Clai born, based 
in  Dubai . Fun - lov i ng ,  ou tgo i ng ,  
loves movies , theater, en tertain ing at 
home, dogs, cooking . Likes to meet 
professional or  businessman , and set
t le in USNCanada. Te l :  Dubai 0097-
1 4-368-668 . [F96- l 5 ] 

Co rrespondence inv ited from 
Zoroas tr ian g irl s ,  v iew matrimony,  
for a 37 year old, single, gentleman . 
well-se ttled, working with a financ ial 
i n s ti tu t ion  in  Los Angeles . P lease 
call (7 1 4) 992-2 1 1 5 .  [M96- l 7 ] 

Correspondence invi ted fo r single 
male, 37, good looking, 5 ' 6" ,  
B .Com, MBA, wel l  settled, working 
in financial ins titution in California. 
Call (7 14) 992-2 1 1 5 .  [M95-3 1 ]  

Male, 40, U S  citizen, mechanical 
and marine engineer, is interested in 
marrying a Zoroastrian girl . Call 
(3 1 0) 329-2062 .  [M96-32] . 

Parents of Parsi girl, 25, B.A., 5 '5", 
invite correspondence from 25-30 
year o ld Pars i boy, wel l  settled, 
preferably from Ontario. Send bioda
ta and photo to Mail Box 368, 2325 
Hurontarion S treet ,  Uni t  5, Missis
sauga, Ontario L5A 4K4. [F96-33] . 

The following listings are from the 
Circular of the Zoroastrian Trust 
Funds of Europe, Zoroastrian House, 
88 Compayne Gardens, London, 
NW6 3RU, Tel: 0171 -328-6018 .  
Attractive, divorcee, young-at
heart, 45, in  UK, seeks correspon
dence with kind, cons iderate 
gentleman . Write in confidence to 
ZTFE Secretary, in enve lope marked 
"Confidential Ref. # ZT795 . "  

Zoroastrian youth, 3 1 ,  pro fess ional 
accou n tant w i th computer s tud i e s .  
Owns own  flat .  Please wri te i n  con
fidence to lvlrs. Freny Writer, 1 7  Alderney 

Vancouver, BC  ($ 1 5) ;  Zoroastrian Asso- 699-6965 .  [F96- l 4) 
c i ation of  Quebec ($5 1 ) .  ■ _.....:..::...:_.::..:._�------�-_..::__ _____________ _ 



Avenue, Heston, Middlesex, TW5 OQN, 
UK. Tel: 0 1 8 1 570 4090. 
Lady, good looking, weU..educated, 
home-loving, outgoing personality, with 
sense of humor. Write in confidence to 
ZTFE Secretary, in envelope marked 
"Confidential - Ref. # SKl/0 196." 
Bachelor, 37, well-educated, well set
tled, and has his own house, seeks woman 
29-33 .  Write in confidence to ZTFE Sec
retary, in envelope marked "Confidential
Ref. #B 1/1 095." 
Male. 29, professional jewelry maker
designer, with kind heart and outgoing 
personality, seeks woman 24-30. Write in 
confidence to the ZTFE Secretary in 
envelope marked "Confidential-Ref. 
#SJNI/1095." 

Help Available 'With 
Matrimonials in Bombay 
I\!Irs. Serah Kotval is interested in helping 
young Zoroastrian men and women who 
are seeking matrimonial alliances. Please 
contact Iv!rs. Kotval at 802C Khareghat 
Road, Dadar, Bombay 400 014, India. 

"Wed" Site on the Internet 
Mr. Porus Havewala has started a "Soul
Mates Web Page" on the Internet, to help 
Zoroastrians who are scattered all over 
the globe, to find suitable life partners. 
The site is at: 
http:/Avww.zoroastrianismcom/soulmate. 
Scanned photographs, along with a short 
description and interests will be placed on 
the Web Site, but no addresses. All initial 
contacts will be made by sending email to 
the Webmaster, who would then forward 
it on to the person concerned. 
A registration form for placing one's entry 
on the Soul-Mates Web Page is available 
from Mr. Porus Havewala at email 
address: porushh@zip.com.au, or write to 
him at P.O. Box 1 770, North Sydney, 
NSW 2059. 
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FEZANA maintains records of births, navjotes (sudreh-pushi), weddings, deaths and 
other major  even ts such as graduations, navar and martab ceremonies . Please send 
full information with photos to Dr. Rustom Keva/a (see back cover for address) .  

Births Roxan n e , a gir l ,  to Jasmine  and 

Jahan. a son, to Cyrus and Cathy Bami i 
of S i lver Spring, MD , grandson to Mr. 
and Mrs . Godfrey, and Roshan and Ester  
Bamji ,  on February 23 . 
Sanaya, a girl , to Arnavaz and Jamshed 
Dhabhar. s is ter to Humin , of Toronto 
area, on November 28 .  
D i l lon Daravoush , a son , to Freny and 
Gary Dickson, of Quebec , on February 9 .  
Arzan , a boy, to Arnaz and Cyrus Doti
vala of Iselin , New Jersey, in February. 
Grandpare n ts are Tehmasp and Zarine  
Dotivala, also of New Jersey. 
Monaz ,  a girl , to  Rashna and Hoshi 
Engineer of Colorado, on January 1 1 .  
Farzan , a girl . to Behroz and Navdeep 
Jaikaria of New York, on  February 1 4 .  
Farhad, a son, to Selena and Vispi Jij ina, 
of Chicago , grandson to Minoo and 
Aloo Jij ina, on November 25 .  

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · " ·  -:-:-.-:=:=.••·•·•·•·•·=❖•·••:••·• -� -
Boomtown Rap 

FEBRUARY 9, 1 996. 
I t  was a fairy tale wedding. The petite bride 
wore a pristine white gown, her long brown 
hair framing the face. The groom, tall and 
handsome in a tux, wore his hair cropped 
short in today's nouveau look. They both 
beamed as guests poured onto the stage 
to pose for wedding photographs. 

JASMINE BHARUCHA, many wil l tel l you, 
is one of the few genu ine people in the 
music business where average talents are 
compensated by over-blown egos . . .  

A large number  o f  h e r  friends came to 
ce lebrate her wedding to A D I L  BHA
TH ENA whom she'd met several t imes in 
Vancouver, Canada.  And what a wed
ding celebration it was. The Beatovens 
were playing at the Agiary near Afghan 
Church  and couples were already j iving 
on the f loor at 8 :00 pm .  . .  . Everyone  
g rouped a round  th e coup le  fo r  an  
impromptu s inging session. 

And then o f  course ,  it was t ime for a 
de lectable Parsee d inner. Sariya, patra 
n i  macch i ,  sali boti , bh indi ,  rice, rotl i ,  sev, 
ice-cream f lowed in a gorge fest .  The 
newlyweds of course were the last to  eat, 
having gone from guest to guest welcom
ing them,  i n  a custom one hopes wi l l  
a lways remain.  

Kaikobad Jussawal l a , i n  Woodbr idge , 
Virginia, on March 9 , 1 996. 
Nata l ie  Jasmine , a daughter, to Mary 
Jane and Pers ius  Kanga, of On tar io , 
grand-daughter to Eva and Norman 
Bouck and Armai ty and Dinshaw Kanga, 
on February 1 7 . 
Jess ica, a girl , to Mary Lou and Hanoz 
Kapadia, of Quebec, on December 2 1 .  
Nadia Tara. a girl , to Manoucheher and 
Afsaneh Samiya, of Texas , on March 1 8 .  
Darayus , a boy, to Pesi and Bepsi Sanjana 
of Michigan, brother to Avvan, grandson 
of Piloo and Homi Sanjana, and Rusi and 
Vi l lao Tavadia, on January 25 . 
Raiomand, a boy, to Shiraz and Spitaman 
Tata of Illinois , on November 30 

Where are they honeymooning? Do we 
know? Of course. Are we telling? Let the 
lovebirds be and instead wait for Jasmine's 
new album. Word is that it's a real rocker. 

From "Bombay Times ". Adil Bha
thena is the son of Mrs. Coomi Bha
thena of Toronto, Canada. 
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Jul ie B harucha, daughter of  Xerxes and 
Nizaz ,  of Middletown ,  New York, i n  
Karach i ,  o n  December 25. 
Roxana and Tinaz Godiwal l a ,  daughters 
of  Drs . Yezdi and Shirley Godiwal la ,  o f  
Wiscons in ,  in Bombay in January. 
Roxanne Iran i ,  daugh ter  of S hahnaaz 
and Roh i n ton Iran i ,  o f  Edmond,  Okla
homa, on December 1 9 ,  in B ombay. 
Weddings 

Kerman Deboo and Di l zaar of the B oston 
area, on November 1 6, in Bombay. 
Jamsheed Darayus Mehta and Christ i ne 
Harman of Toronto, Ontario, on Novem
ber 1 1 .  The officiating priest was Ervad 
Jehan Bagl i .  
Nauzer Mis trv, son of Pervi n and 
Jamshed Mistry of Toronto ,  to Armin .  
Sach inwal l a . daughter of Arnavaz and 
Rohin ton  Sachinwal la ,  i n  B ombay, on 
December 25. 
Recovering 

Pashang Pate l ,  s o n  of FEZANA Vice
Pres iden t  Framroze K. Patel and 
ZAGNY Secre tary Armaity Pate l ,  is 
recovering from the removal of a l arge 
benign tumor from his brain on February 
14 .  The tumor was wrapped around sev
eral nerves. resulting in partial hearing 
loss ,  imbalance and speech problems. 
The good news is he is improving day by 
day, and manages l ife on his own. He is 
being treated by Drs .  Dastoor, Naik and 
Arena of Pittsburgh. 
Anniversary 

Pilsum and Ruby Master of Calgary cel
eprated their 25th Wedding Anniversary 
with a Jashan , dinner, music and fun,  on 
January 1 3 . 
Deaths 

Peri n .E B i l imoria, mother ofYaz (Firoza) 
B ilimoria, grandmother of Karl, Zal and 
Nina, of Munster, Indiana, on January 17 .  
Sam Buriour, 55, husband of Pam, father 
of Jason and Cyrus ,  son of Vera Dastoor 
of  Eng land, of  a l ift-truck acc ident ,  i n  
Edmonton ,  Alberta, on  March 20. 
Si.l!1! CaDta i n ,  mother of Khushrow, i n  
the Boston area, i n  November 1 995 .  
Bomi  Cha l l a. 5 8 ,  o f  co lon cancer, hus
band of  Soonu and father o f  Mahtaab 

and Nazneen .  i n  Northern Cal i forn ia ,  on 
January 1 1 . 
Lill Edu l iec Damkeva la , 86 ,  husband o f  
B anoo ; father o f  Rustom Kcvala o f  
Gai thersburg ,  Mary land ; Bom i  (Bach i )  
Damkcva la  o f  Naperv i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s ;  a nd  
S h i r i n (Vi raf) Kanga o f  B o l i n gbrook .  
Il l ino is ; and grandfather o f  Ruby, Kar l ,  
S arosh ,  Kama l ,  Nevi l l e ,  D iana ,  Zari ne  
and Pers i s ;  o f  artherosclerotic fai lure, i n  
B o l i ngbrook . on April 8 .  
A born entrepreneur, Mr. Damkevala 
started a variety of  businesses (trucking ,  
chem ical pac kaging ,  garmen t  fac tory, 
embroidery and more) in Bombay. After 
WWII the businesses took a turn, and the 
family fell on hard times . B ut, he was an 
overly op timistic and i ndependen t  man , 
and bel ieved ' 'a  pos i t ive atti tude is one 
treasure God wi l l  not let  anyone take 
away from you ."  In the USA for the past 
six years , he was an inspiration to his chil
dren and grand-children, and devoted his 
days to writing and translating the Avesta. 
Homa Diamtorki. 68 , wife of Kaikhosrov, 
mother of Parviz, in North Vancouver on 
November 27. 
Shir i n Gu iv. 64, wife of Kaikhosrov, 
mother of Guiv, Freny and Shahpur, i n  
Kelowna, o n  December 1 4. 
B apai Rus tom Guzdar, 95 , mother of Adi 
Gazdar of the B os ton area, in  October 
1 995, in Bombay. 
Anne Hinne l l s ,  the woman behind Pro
fessor John R. Hinnells of London, UK, 
scholar of Zoroastrianism, and a l ong
time friend of the Zarthusti community ; 
of lung cancer, on February 23 ,  i n  the 
UK. In Anne ' s  memory, a copse has 
been plan ted with 500 trees (some Oaks) , 
in Edale ,  in a valley with a l i ttle s team 
and a variety of flora indigenous to the 
area. They have also purchased a 5-acre 
anc ien t  woodland s i te ,  j ust outside 
B akewe l l , to be named The Mar ianne 
Grace Wood. 
Dau la t  Rustom Jangi , 79 ,  mother o f  
Faramarz and Sohrab (North Vancou
ver) ,  Kaikhosrov, Parva in  Das taki and 
B anoo Iran i (Cal i forn ia) and Kharman 
Dehmobed (Australia) ; in  Cal i fornia, on 
January 1 .  
Mother  o f  Vispv Kanga, of New Yo rk 
area, in Nagpur, India .  

Scran Kc k i  Kotwa l ,  s i s ter of  Yczdi Ant ia 
o f  Toronto ,  mother o f  Dr. Jchangir, i n  New 
Hartford , New York, on February 24. 
S h i ri n goal Lohrash i ,  mother o f  Homa 
Yazdgerd i  of  Chicago area, i n  Yazd, Iran. 
on February 6. 
Goher Mehershah i ,  mother of Shahjehan ,  
o f  Quebec ,  in December, i n  Iran. 
Marzban Mehra fshan i ,  father  o f  Fari
borz, on  March I .  Porseh Ceremony  
(Memorial Service) was held at the Dar
e-Mehr i n  San Jose , on SUnday March  3 .  
B es ides the Mehrafshan i  fami ly, Mr. 
Mehrafshani  had re lat ives in the Aidun 
and Annosheh fami l ies .  
Dara Eruchshaw Pate l , husband of  Avan ,  
of Toron to area, on  January 25 . 
Hormaz iar Satoudian ,  father of S haje 
han, of  Quebec , on May 1 5 .  i n  Iran. 
S i rous Shahriari , 70,  husband o f  
Firouzeh, father of  Shahriar a nd  Minoo 
(Sharv i n i ) ,  i n  North Vancouver, on 
December 1 3 .  
Agnes Wadia, of Calgary, on February 9 , 
leaving behi nd  Professor Dorab , Ju l ie ,  
J im and Jasmin and families. 

Some ex-Queen Marians wish to start an Alumnus group. If you are a past s tudent of Queen Mary High S chool  in Bombay, and remember singing (with great gusto) "On Malabar Hil l  is the School that I love . . .  " p lease contact Aban Chavda at (2 1 2)  407- 1 303 . 
Anyone knowing the whereabouts of FIRDAUS BHATHENA, please contact the FEZANA Journal publisher. 
Peop[e usua[fJ consider wa[kjng on 
water or in tliin air as a miracfe. 'But 
I tfiini( tfie rea[ miracfe is not to wa[i( 
eitlier on water or in tliin air, 6ut to 
wa[i( on 'Earth.. 'Every clay we are 
engagecf in a miracfe wh.idi we cfo not 
even recognize; a 6[ue SK:}/, white 
doucfs, green feaves, the 6facf:.i cun·
ous eyes of a ch.i[d. Jt[[ is a miracfe. 

. Th ich Nhat Hanh 



D R .  KERS EY ANTIA was selected 
Inte rna t ional Man of t he  Year for 
1 996 by the In ternat ional B iograph i
ca l  Center, a lead i n g  b i ographical 
reference book pub l i s he r  wi th more 
than 20 Who ' s  Who t i t les .  An attrac
t i ve Medal o f  Honour accompanies 
the nom inatio n .  
JIMMY K.  ANTIA of  Chicago area 
ac h ieved the Boy Scout ' s  "Good L i fe 
Emblem" in Zoroastrianism. 
In a mov in a but formal inauguration 

b � 

ceremony, LION ERACH AMARIA, 
the new Pres ident o f  the L ion 's Club 
of  F inchley, London, was handed 
over t he  "collar of office and the 
crave!" by the outgoing President. An b � � 

ac t ive  member of the Club for 1 0  
years, in 1 992,  Amaria was awarded 
the coveted Melv in Jones Fe l low
ship ,  the L ions Club Internat ional 
Foundation's highest honor. 
The University of Maryland at College 
Park has appointed DR. HOMAI 
MCDOWELL, ass istant dean and 

director of under-
graduate pro-
grams,  to its 
Maryland Busi -
ness School .  
Until recently, 
McDowell was 
director of finan
cial serv ices for 
student affairs at 
Duke Univers ity, 
monitoring funds 

, total ing over $6 1 1  · 1 1 ·  � D h .
· 

. .. . / .; m 1  10n . aug -
L ... .,,.-N..,,,:,:�_,,,,,.w,,,,,,,,-,,,,,,,,,,.1 ter o f the l ate Jus-

t ice D i n s haw Madon ,  a j udge o f  
India ' s  Supreme Court and Dr. Khor
shed Madon. Pri nc ipal of Davar's Col
l ege o f  Commerce .  Mc Dowe l l  earned 
he�r doc to rate \l f B u ., i nL· s ,  Ad rn i n i s t r: t 
t ion from the Un i vers i ty o f  Sou t he rn 
Cal iforn ia. 

[From Parsi//na ,  A 11g1 1st / <J 'J 'i j  

UTICA - A lot o f  the inspiration 
for the marvelous medical work for 
the needy here began more than 30 
years ago in dusty l i ttle villages in 
India. 

"I realized I had to do something 
for my people, " said Bombay native 
Dr. Maneck Kotwal , medical direc
tor of Utica, New York 's Sister Bar
bara Ginter Health Care Ministry, 
speaking of the desperately poor and 
undernourished people of India .  

Kotwal recently received the Out
standing Woman Award for Heal th 
Care from the Mohawk Val ley 
YWCA. 

The Ministry provides free bas ic 
health care for anyone in need . . .  
Kotwal volunteers her prodigious 
medical experience and at times 
helps pay the c l inic's month ly rent 
out of her own pocket .  Thi s  unusu
ally generous att i tude towards those 
in need began many years ago, 
shortly after  her re turn from medical 
s tudies in Eng land.  

I t was then.  in the I 960s . when 
she me t a Canad i an medica l  mis 
s ionary who became one of the mos t  
s i gn i ficant peop le  i n  her  l i fe . D r. 
Robe rt McC l u re was in  charge of  
several sma l l Protestan t miss ionary 
ho,p i ta l s  s p read ou t  i n  v i l lages 
h a l fway between Bombay and New 
Del h i . 

"He  tau g h t  me how much you 
cou ld do w i th ve ry l i t t le ." S he was 
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native brings 
health care 
to Utica 's 
needy 

impressed with this  doctor. far from 
his own land . help ing her  people .  
Now, far from her own land . she  is 
doin cr the same thing in Utica. 

b � 

It was in McClure ' s  Christian 
Medical College Hospi tal in Vel lore .  
India. that she met her  future hus
band. Dr. Jehangir Kotwal, a psychi
atrist .  Eventually the Kotwals came 
to Canada, and later to the USA, 
where they both served as staff 
physic ians at Marcy Psychiatric 
Hospital near Utica. 

When Kotwal was preparing to 
retire, she was introduced to the work 
of the minis try. Since she opened the 
c l inic in 1 993 ,  more than 450 indi
v iduals have received treatment .  

Kotwal is  a fellow of the Royal 
Academy of Surgeons in England 
and a member of the Central New 
York Academy of Medic ine . 

Mary B res low, coordinator  of the 
c l i n ic .  who nominated Kotwal for 
the Award, desc ribed her as a 
"warm. c hari smatic woman .  shari n g  
t h e  cr i ft o f  her own sp iri tua l i ty w i th 

b 
" the ecumenical group o f  volunteers 

S he is tru ly  an outs tand ing  
woman . l i v i ng the mo tto o f  t he  
hea l th care m in i s try, " I n  cari ng for  
you r  heal t h ,  we are car ing for you  . .  

[Extracted from The Catholic S u 11 , New York, April 1 995] 
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Fifty s ix applicants from all over 
the world v ied for the course a t  
pres tigious Karlsruhe Conserva
toire of Jvfus ic in Germany. 
Included among the six who make 
the grade is 26-year old pervez 
Mody of Bombay. 

Musician Mody 
Mody, a qual i fied Concert Piani s t ,  Accompanis t  and Professor of  Piano,  was se lec ted to attend Kar lsruhe Conservatoire of Music in Germany, for a Ph .D .  in Artist ic Improvement .  Pervez holds the degree of Master of Fine Art s in  P iano performance accompaniment and pedagogy from for help to enable him to pursue this the Moscow Conservatoire ,  from d ream: "I am confident that given 1 where he graduated,  in 1 994, w i th this opportunity, I can c lear the j d i s t inct ion ,  fo l lowing a seven year examination with credit, and have the l program with full scholarship. opportuni ty to partic ipate in competi- 1 Pervez s tarted s tudying the piano at tion in Europe, which wi l l  enable me i 
the age of four with Feroza Dubash ,  to establ ish myse lf as a S olo P ianis t, l 
and later with veteran piano teacher, and bring credit to my country." ·\,i,: 
Farida Dubash. Mody has played on Mody feels Indian society is not very ; Air India Radio, and the BBC select- mus ic-friendly. Wes tern c lassical ed him to p lay the background mus ic music, especially is an ignored area, j for a documentary on Parsis in India. and some really talented people do not 1 A st ipulated condi tion of the Karl- get opportunities to develop their ta!- ! 
sruhe appointment is a depos i t  of  ent. He  adds :  "It i s  my dream to  estab- i lish a Music Conservatoire in India," !, $ 1 2 ,000 per annum. Mody has 

,--ap_p_e_a_Ie_d_to_t_ru_s_t_s _a_nd_p_h_il_an_t_h_ro_p_i_st_s ______________ __, I 
THE GOOSE STORY Next fall ,  when you see geese heading south for the winter, flying along in "V" formation, think about what science has learned about  why they fly that way. As each bird flaps i ts wings, it c reates uplift for the bird immediately following. By  flying in a "V", the whole flock can fly at least 70% farther than i f  each b ird flew alone . Perhaps people who share a common direc tion can get where they are going quicker and eas ier if  they cooperate . When a goose falls out of formation, i t feels the res istance of go ing it alone, and quickly gets back . If we had as much sense as a goose, we would work with o thers who are going the same way. When the lead goose gets t ired, he rotates back, and anothe r goose takes the lead .  It pays to take turns doing hard jobs for our group .  The geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up speed .  Finally, when a goose weakens and fal l s  out  of formation, two geese fo l low him down to he lp •and protec t h im unt i l  he dies . 

If only we had the good sense of a goose. - From In formal Rel igious Meet ings 
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NOS HIR MEHTA,  pro fessor  at the Pain Cen ter  a t  Tufts Un ivers i ty School  of Dental Medic ine was quoted  in a Newsweek { December 4, 

1995} article , I Hear America Grind

ing , on noc tu rna l  tee th-gr i nd i ng .  Meh ta  sa id : "A lmost  everybody grinds the ir  teeth some t imes , but  as muc h as '.20% of the US popu la t ion now grind the i r  tee th destruct ive ly . " ZARIR JIMMY SETHNA o f  Houston Texas ,  a M i l l ion Do l l ar Round Table (MDRT) member fo r fou r years , recently  attained MDRT Foundat ion Kn igh t s tatu s .  Members h i p  represents the top 6% o f  al l l i fe insurance produce rs wor ld w ide , and i s  recogn ized i n ternat i o nal ly a s  the s tandard of exce l lence in  l i fe insurance sales performance . The President of  Pakis tan conferred that coun try ' s  most  pres t ig ious S i tara-e-Imtiaz Award on DR. FARIDOON FRAMROZE SETHNA, Pakis tan 's topmost gynecologis t .  Dr. Se thna,  Medical Superin tenden t  of Lady Dufferin Hospital for 27 years ,  has been the moving spirit behind the hospi ta l ' s  s uperb medical  services . He is also the personal obs tetrician to Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto . EDDY SHROFF of the Houston area recently became an Eagle Scout. His p roject  was landsc aping work at Springwoods Civic Club swimming pool in his neighborhood . AZITA RATESHTARI, daughter of  Dol ly Irani and Rashid Rateshtari of  Gaithersburg, Maryland, was  awarded the Fal i Choth ia Scho lars hip of  $ 1 , 500 by the Zoroas trian Assoc i at ion of Me tropol itan Washington . Azita is pursu ing a double major  in Bus iness  and Market ing , and i s  an active member of  ZAMWI. S he wi l l  use her scholarsh ip for a semeste r  at the Uni vers i ty of  Nice ,  France. 
* * * * * * * 

TJon 't 6e afraia to taf:.._e 6ig steps. 
You can 't cross a cliasm in two 
sma[[jumps. - David L loyd George 
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