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While the worship of the Divine is a common thread that weaves through the mosaic of all faiths, the relationship of an 

individual with the Divine differs from Faith to Faith. This presentation will attempt to bring clarity to the relationships 

with the Divine as manifested by various faiths preferably by faith practitioners and seek to find that common thread of 

spirituality that binds us. Faith practitioner from various faiths will be invited to write a paper, approximately 1500 

words with a short summary. The summaries will be presented followed by questions and answers. Electronic 

submission of the papers to admin@fezana.org shall be compiled into a booklet, courtesy of the Federation of 

Zoroastrian Associations of North America and be made available to Interfaith groups as a legacy of the Parliament. 

Interested panelists: Jehan Bagli, Dr. Michael Balcomb, Rabbi Michael Balinsky, 

Bibi Jasbir Kaur Bhullar, Dr. Susan Kopp, Rohinton Rivetna, Professor Ranbir 

Singh Sandhu  
 

Ervad Jehan Bagli retired as Distinguished Research Fellow of Wyeth/Ayrest Pharmaceutical Research. He was a 

founding member and President of Zoroastrian Association of Quebec, editor of Gavashni, a North American Zarathushti 

publication, for 16 years, and founding editor of FEZANA journal. He has published and lectured extensively on various 

aspects of Zoroastrian religion in North America and abroad. He is the author/ co-author of six books on topics related to 

Zoroastrain Faith. He is the recipient of the Gold Medal of Indian pharmaceutical association and FEZANA Excellence in 

Profession/Business Award. 

Dr. Michael Balcomb is President of FFWPU USA. He was born in Nigeria, educated in England, and joined the 

Unification Movement in California in 1976. Returning to England, he worked for several years in campus ministry and 

later taught character education and family values in Eastern Europe and Russia. He served as Director of 

Communications for UPF International. He earned a Doctor of Ministry degree from the Unification Theological 

Seminary. 



Dr. Susan Kopp is a professor at the City University of New York and affiliated scholar at Yale Interdisciplinary Center for 

Bioethics. A part of the Focolare Movement since her youth, she has assisted for many years in the Movement's youth 

initiatives and, more recently,in the coordination of ecumenical and interreligious activities.  She serves as Focolare 

representative to Religions for Peace USA and is on the advisory board of the Focolare's Center for Education in 

Dialogue. 

Rohinton M. Rivetna has devoted a lifetime building infrastructure for Zoroastrians in North America and to bring peace 

and understanding among faiths through his involvement with Interfaith work.  Rohinton was founding president of the 

Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America (FEZANA), spearheaded the founding of the Zoroastrian 

Association of Chicago and served as its president and trustee.  He was founding vice president and trustee of the 

Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions, and helped found the United Religions Initiative. Rohinton, a 

Professional Engineer, retired in 1997 as Director of Environmental Engineering at American National Can Corp. 

Professor Ranbir Singh Sandhu is Emeritus faculty at the Ohio State University. He has been actively involved in the 

interfaith movement. He participated in the 1993 and 2009 Parliaments; was on the governing board for the Interfaith 

Association of Central Ohio for several years. He has published numerous articles including a chapter in the book 

"Religion in Ohio". He was a founder member of and held office in several faith organizations, including as the founding 

Secretary-General of the World Sikh Council - America Region. 
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