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It is said that there will be no peace in this world until there is peace between the religions; and peace between the 

religions can only come from dialogue between the religions. The Interfaith model given to us by the first Parliament of 

World’s Religions (1893) is to do just that - dialogue with each other of different faiths in order that it brings 

understanding of each other and to highlight commonalities. It is hoped that understanding breeds respect for the other 

and generates a peaceful existence. The world as we know it is in travail. Those of us engaged in Interfaith work 

constitute a community. This community has albeit expanded as more and more interfaith groups spring up all over the 

globe. However its spread has been limited. A majority of people of faith appear generally to have been untouched by 

the spirituality vested in Interfaith activity.  The question is how do we disseminate this Vision and bring it to the 

mainstream. People of faith will be invited to comment. The proceedings will be collected admin@fezana.org and 

presented to the CPWR as a legacy of the Parliament, courtesy of the Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North 

America (FEZANA). 

Panelists: Jehan Bagli, Maneck Bhujwala, Professor Tarunjit Butalia, Shernaz 

Minwalla, Rohinton Rivetna, Michael Terrien 
 

Ervad Jehan Bagli retired as Distinguished Research Fellow of Wyeth/Ayrest Pharmaceutical Research. He was a 

founding member and President of Zoroastrian Association of Quebec, editor of Gavashni, a North American Zarathushti 

publication, for 16 years, and founding editor of FEZANA journal. He has published and lectured extensively on various 

aspects of Zoroastrian religion in North America and abroad. He is the author/ co-author of six books on topics related to 

Zoroastrian Faith. He is the recipient of the Gold Medal of Indian pharmaceutical association and FEZANA Excellence in 

Profession/Business Award. 

Maneck Bhujwala, born in Bombay, India, married to Mahrukh, has a daughter Shehnaz, has MSEE and MBA degrees, is 

studying for MA in Interfaith Action, co-founded Zoroastrian Association of California and Zarthushti Anjuman of 

Northern California, represented his community at interfaith events, served on Stanford University Associated Religions 



board, currently serves on the Boards of Greater Huntington Beach Interfaith Council, the South Coast Interfaith 

Council,  North American Interfaith Network, writes articles, and gives talks at schools, colleges, radio and TV, and 

interfaith conferences. He also serves the community as a volunteer priest.  

Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia is a member of Board of Trustees of the Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions and 

its Executive Committee. He is also a Board member of the North American Interfaith Network. In addition, he serves as 

a Special Advisor with Religions for Peace – USA and is its former Moderator. He has served on the board of the National 

Religious Coalition Against Torture as well as the World Sikh Council – America Region. 

Shernaz Minwalla is the President of the Zoroastrian Association of Michigan and has been the religious education 

instructor for over ten years. She is also the co-chair of the FEZANA Interfaith Activities Committee. As the Director of 

the Academic Research Program at University Liggett School, Shernaz works closely with her colleagues and faculty at 

the Harvard Graduate School of Education to ensure her students conduct work that is excellent, ethical, and engaging. 

Rohinton M. Rivetna has devoted a lifetime building infrastructure for Zoroastrians in North America and to bring peace 

and understanding among faiths through his involvement with Interfaith work.  Rohinton was founding president of the 

Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America (FEZANA), spearheaded the founding of the Zoroastrian 

Association of Chicago and served as its president and trustee.  He was founding vice president and trustee of the 

Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions, and helped found the United Religions Initiative. Rohinton, a 

Professional Engineer, retired in 1997 as Director of Environmental Engineering at American National Can Corp. 

Michael Terrien, a Roman Catholic Oblate of Saint Benedict, is currently serving as the Catholic Association of Diocesan 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Officers Parliament Coordinator. He served as Project Director of the Office for Ecumenical 

and Interreligious Affairs, Archdiocese of Chicago. Mr. Terrien is the co-founder of Play for Peace. He was the Director of 

the Center for Organization Effectiveness of George Williams College and Associate Director of the Outdoors Wisconsin 

Leadership School. He has served on the Association for Experiential Education as a board member and regional chair. 

Mr. Terrien has a wife and two teenage children. 
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